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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Shafter saw 47 new cases of covid-19 in the last week, 
which is an increase of about 10 percent over the week be-
fore. With most of the business-
es in town following the safety 
precautions set 
by the Kern 
County Public 
Health Depart-
ment and the 
city launching a 
campaign urg-
ing residents 
to wear masks 
when shopping 
or going down-
town, Shafter 
had seen its 
fight against 
the virus take 
a turn for the 
better until last 
week. 

Shafter has 
now had 1,147 
c o n f i r m e d 
cases since 
the pandemic 
began, while 
Wasco has al-
most 200 more 
confirmed cas-
es, with a total 
of 1342. 

Meanwhile, the 3rd of July fireworks that were resched-
uled for this past weekend was canceled. There will not be a 

City sees 10% spike in cases
47 new cases 
over past week

Don Pepe’s is doing a brisk business 
with a large outdoor dining area.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Covid-19 has changed the landscape of commu-
nity activities such as fundraisers, meetings and the 
traditional Rose Queen 
pageant, which takes 
place the first Thursday after Labor Day. This week, 
the pageant is today, Thursday, Sept. 10. However, be-
cause this is a virtual pageant, things will look quite 
different. The location of the pageant is unknown.

Even ordering tickets for this year’s pageant will be 
done online and using Venmo. Tickets are $25 each.

Log on to Venmo@Miss Wasco Rose Queen, 
pay $25. Put your email and phone number in the 
description and you will be emailed the link access 
code and more information the day of the pageant.

If you have any questions, call Hailey Coyle at 
Wasco High School at 758-7400.

Rose Queen virtual 
pageant today

See COVID-19 Page 4

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

As many businesses, clubs and organi-
zations face challenges due to the pandem-
ic, a local non-profit is thriving due to a tre-
mendous show of support from its friends 
in the community.

Shafter Healthy Start, which is oper-
ated by the Richland School District, has 
seen its coffers filled with the generosity of 
Shafter’s business community and a multi-
tude of residents who have stepped up in 
the midst of their own challenges to show 
support for the youth of Shafter.

The most recent gift came last week 
when the Shafter Kiwanis Club presented 
a check for$500 to the organization so it 

could purchase school items for At-Promise 
children. At-Promise is a program that helps 
disadvantaged youths by giving them posi-
tive reinforcement and opportunities. Cali-
fornia lawmakers came up with the phrase 
at-promise to replace the term “at-risk.”

During the school closure after the an-
nouncement by Governor Newsom in 
March, support poured in from the com-
munity. “Shafter Healthy Start is blessed 
to have a wonderful and caring commu-
nity. As a family, we rise above challenges, 
even the covid-19, to help our families in 
need,”said Dr. Mayra Helo-Trevino, direc-
tor of Shafter’s Healthy Start.

Donations came from throughout the 
community, including Shafter Woman’s 
Club, Shafter Rotary Club, GAF, Shafter 

Lions Club, churches, Kern County Net-
work of Children, and Shafter Kiwanis. 

Local agency thriving with 
a little help from its friends

See START Page 8

Catholic Charities has been making monthly donations of non-perishable food items.

BY ROSE QUEEN ELISA FLORES
It has been the most memorable 

year any girl could dream of. The 
people , 
the plac-

es and moments that were made are 
forever cherished as the new pag-
eant comes closer and closer every 
day as Queen.

Now, if you personally know me, 
I am a very honest person. They 
don’t call me “Pinky Pie” for just 
any reason. 

I believe being yourself can get 
you far because it has given me the 
privilege to be on this stage in front 
of every single person. 

Growing up I knew my life was 
going to be different from other 
people because I began to notice I 
didn’t have what other kids had, but 
I didn’t let that dull my light and 
from that day forward, the disadvan-
tages and struggles never fazed me. 
I never gave up and kept moving 
forward. I hope to inspire the youth 
and even adults for their upbringing.

Living in Wasco has blessed me 

with so many friends and families 
who are supportive. I was reminded 
every day that this is a town that is a 
family. Help is always a phone call 
away.

As the Queen of Wasco, I made 
an appearance at many events. My 
first was the Wine and Roses Fri-
day sponsored by the Orange Heart 
Foundation after the pageant.

The following day I made an ap-
pearance at the Wasco Historical 
Museum for a ribbon cutting fol-
lowed by the Cars and Spars Show. I 
attended the Bengals Homecoming, 
the grand opening of Cakes by Kar-
en and was honored to show up as 
Miss Wasco for our Homecoming 
Community rally. I also announced 

2019 Rose Queen says farewell
Rose Queen Elisa Flores with 1st and 2nd runners-up at the Wine & Roses event the day after the pageant.

Elisa Flores performs at the pageant in 2019 during one of the group dances.

See 2019 Page 4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NEW: Rose Queen Virtual Pageant 

Thursday, Sept 10. Tickets for online are 
$25, login for payment to Venmo@Miss-
WascoRoseQueen. Put your email and 
phone number in the description and you 
will be emailed the link access code and 
more information by Thursday, the day of 
the pageant. For any questions call W.H.S 
(661) 758-7400.

The Knights of Columbus are holding 
another blood drive: Friday Sept 11 be-
tween 1:45-6 p.m. at 810 8th St. (the old 
courthouse). To make a donation, contact 
HCBB.com/schedule.

Wasco/Shafter
Free Virtual Citizenship Services will 

be provided by the United Farm Workers 
(UFW). Beginning October 2, 2020, fee 
wavier forgiveness will be eliminated. Call 
(661)324-2500 for information.

Clases de ciudadanía virtual gra-
tis servicios echos por United Farm 
Workers (UFW) empezando Octubre 
2/2 /2020para más información llame 
(661)342-2500

NEW: Wasco/Shafter
Tuesdays: Griffith Avenue Baptist 

Church “Impact Program,” 408 Griffith 
Street will be hosting a food distribution 
for anyone in need in Wasco/Shafter com-
munity.

Food will be passed out beginning at 
6:00 a.m., but people should show up early 
because food will be passed out while sup-
plies last.

NEW: Wasco/Shafter
Fridays: Griffith Avenue Baptist Church 

Baptist Church “Impact Program,” 408 
Griffith Street will be hosting a food distri-
bution for anyone in need in Wasco/Shafter 
community.

Food will be passed out beginning at 
7:00 a.m., but people should show up early 
because food will be passed out while sup-
plies last.

NEW: Wasco/Shafter
Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month: 

Griffith Avenue Baptist Church Baptist 
Church 408 Griffith Street will be giving 
senior sack program lunches out at 

11 a.m. Sponsored by Golden Gleaners.
NEW: Wasco: The City of Wasco wish-

es to remind residents that our official city 
website is the only authorized avenue to pay 
your Utility Bill online.

NEW: Wasco: COVID-19 testing to 
anyone free, if you have insurance they will 
be billed. Located at the Wasco Library 
1102 7th St., Wasco. Appointments made at 
http//lhi.care/covidtesting or call (888)634-
1123.

Donde? Biblioteca de Wasco 1102 7th 
St, Wasco.

Si no tiene acceso de internet llame al 
(888)634-1123.

NEW: Shafter: Shafter City Hall closed 
to public effective July 24 until further no-
tice.

Oficina-Cerrado Al Publico: Efectivo 
el Viernes, 24 de Julio-Hasta Nuevo aviso. 
(Por orden del Gobernador)

Community Calendar
As activities restart and businesses reopen, we will try to update readers on the status 

of events and activities throughout the area. Please contact Erica Soriano with additions 
and changes at esoriano@TheShafterPress.com or call 661-292-5100 by Monday at 4 
p.m. for that week’s paper.

From The Shafter Press archivesi
10 Years Ago: 2010
Shafter Homecoming King was Artu-

ro Valle and Queen was Katarina Plaza.
30 Years Ago: 1990
Shafter resident Joe Kirk visited 

Galesburg, Mich., to visit the hometown 
of Gen. Williams Rufus Shafter. Our 
town is named after him.

40 Years Ago: 1980
Richland School District received a 

brand new Apple II computer. The com-
puter cost $4,600. The computer was the 
start to doing to report cards, class lists 
and much more.

HEADLINES IN HISTORY

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Shafter Historical Society. If you know the loca-
tion, circumstances, exact or rough date and/
or people in the photo, send your educated (or 
semieducated) guess to The Press, 406 Central 
Ave., Shafter 93263, or e-mail it to mysterypho-
to@The ShafterPress.com. Winners will be re-
vealed here next week. LAST WEEK:  The picture 
of the triangle building is of the KOA Campground 
on Lerdo Highway near the Freeway in the ’80s 
and ’90s. It’s been closed for many years.

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Wasco Historical Society. If you know the loca-
tion, circumstances, exact or rough date and/
or people in the photo, send your educated (or 
semieducated) guess to the Tribune, 406 Cen-
tral Ave., Shafter 93263, or e-mail it to mystery-
photo@WascoTrib.com. Winners will be revealed 
here next week. LAST WEEK: From a 1930s 
Wasco High School yearbook ad, J. Ray Baker – 
Insurance, Real Estate and Public Accounting, at 
5th  and E streets. “A Policy for every Hazard.”

SHAFTER
As reported by the Shafter Po-
lice Department

Sept. 7
Hector Perez, 46, of 

Shafter, was arrested for 
DUI.

Allen Ray Forker, 26, 
of Shafter, was arrested for 
controlled substance para-
phernalia and disorderly 
conduct: Alcohol.

Sept 6
Sergio Acosta Jr., 24, of 

Shafter, was arrested for 
burglary: first degree, bur-
glary in a state of emergency 
and felony bench warrant.

Sept 4
Michael C. James 

Thompson Smith, 30, of 
Shafter, was arrested for 
possession of controlled 
substance, and on an outside 
agency warrant, misdemean-
or bench warrant and proof 
of financial responsibility.

Sept 3
Enrique Gonzalez, 48, of 

Shafter, was arrested on an 
outside agency warrant.

Aug 30
Adrian Sanchez Cazares, 

20, of Shafter, was arrested 
for DUI

WASCO
Aug. 31
Ezequiel Pedrizco, 47, of 

Wasco, was arrested in the 
1000 block of 15th Street for 
felony child cruelty with the 
possibility of injury or death, 
threatening a crime with the 
intent to terrorize, and mis-
demeanor exhibiting a dead-
ly weapon that was not a fire-
arm. He was booked into the 
Kern County Jail.

Gregorio Valencia, 29, of 
Wasco, was arrested in the 
1000 block of Poso Drive 
for disorderly conduct while 
under the influence of alco-
hol.  He was booked into the 
Kern County Jail.

Sept. 1
Ramon Reyna,  51, of Ba-

kersfield, was arrested in the 

2700 block of Flower Street 
for two counts of misdemean-
or battery on a person and one 
count of felony threatening a 
crime with the intent to ter-
rorize.  He was booked into 
the Kern County Jail.  

David Zuniga, 28, of 
Wasco, was arrested in the 
2600 block of Spruce Av-
enue for disorderly conduct 
while under the influence 
of alcohol.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.

Sept. 2
Jose Guitron, 39, of 

Wasco, was arrested in the 
1200 block of Highway 46 
for felony possession of a 
manufactured short barrel 
shotgun, possession of a 
controlled substance while 
armed, an active bench 
warrant, prohibited owner-

ship of ammunition, felon 
possessing a firearm, mis-
demeanor possession of a 
controlled substance, pos-
session of unlawful para-
phernalia, and possession 
of a firearm without a serial 
number.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail

Andrea Ruiz Jimenez, 
29, of Wasco, was arrested 
on two active felony bench 
warrants.  She was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.

Landen Wayne Zella-
nack, 24, of Bakersfield, 
was arrested in the 1100 
block of Highway 46 for 
misdemeanor possession of 
controlled substance para-
phernalia.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.  

Sept. 3
William Gregory War-

ren, 33, of Wasco, was ar-
rested at the intersection of 
Poso Drive and E Street for 
contempt of court by vio-
lating protective order.  He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.

Sept. 4
Mindy Moreno, 32, of 

Wasco, was arrested in the 
700 block of H Street for 
trespassing. She was cited 
and released at the scene.

Sept. 5
Johnny Carreon, 25, of 

Wasco, was arrested at the 
intersection of Prairie Rose 
Way and Poplar Avenue for 
felony hit and run resulting 
in injury, prohibited person 
owning ammunition, and 
on active bench warrant. He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.

Sept. 6
Phillip Armendariz, 31, 

of McFarland, was arrested 
at the intersection of Griffith 
Avenue and 9th Street for 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol. He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.

Elfego Mendoza, 47, of 
Lost Hills, was arrested at 
the intersection of Highway 
46 and Western Avenue for 
misdemeanor driving with-
out a license and driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol.  He was booked into the 
Kern County Jail.

Juan PelayoMartinez, 37, 
of Wasco, was arrested in 
the 2700 block of 7th Street 
for disturbing the peace by 
playing loud music. He was 
cited and released at the 
scene.
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

There will be six candi-
dates on the ballot come No-
vember for the Shafter City 
Council. Three seats will be 
up for grabs, with Mayor 
Gilbert Alvarado, Chad 
Givens and Manuel Garcia 
having their terms expir-
ing in December. All three 
Council members will be 
running to retain their seats. 
Three other candidates will 
be looking to fill them, with 
all three candidates running 
for the first time. Kris Law-
rence, Rafael Zamudio and 
Pete Espinoza will join the 
three incumbents in the race 
for the three vacancies.

All six candidates said 
safety and economic stabil-
ity are among their main 
concerns.

Kris Lawrence said he is 
running because he wants to 
make a positive impact on 
the council and he believes 
that his experience working 
at the Water District with 
policymakers in a board 
meeting setting have pre-
pared him for the position.

Lawrence is a resident 
of the new development in 
Shafter at Gossamer Grove. 
“Being a resident in the 
Gossamer Grove area, I be-
lieve that it is important for 

us to have representation 
on the council,” he said. He 
added that he would like to 
be a part of the continuing 
effort in keeping Shafter a 
safe town. “In the tumultu-
ous times we live in, safety 
and economic security 
are extremely important. 
Shafter has historically been 
a very safe town, and it has 
done well with businesses. 
This is something I would 
like to be a part of.”

Pete Espinoza said he 
has a love for the communi-
ty and the people of Shafter. 
He would like to see the city 
prosper and move forward 
with the future in mind. A 
resident of Shafter for 54 
years, Espinoza sees public 
safety and public works as 
key issues. “I want to see 
Shafter remain a safe com-
munity in which to live and 
to raise a family,” he said. 
“A strong law enforcement 
which is supported by the 
city and the people is very 
important.”

He also said that roads, 
schools, and parks affect 
the quality of life and need 
to be a priority. “I believe in 
high standards, but that is 
the easy part. Then you have 
to maintain them or they go 

right back to where they 
were,” he said. “If Shafter 
is doing well then the peo-
ple of Shafter will be doing 
well. I think we need to be 
united in a common goal, 
Shafter Strong.”

Rafael Zamudio, a long-
time Shafter resident, is 
running to work side by side 
with his fellow commu-
nity members and to help 
Shafter reach its full poten-
tial. Zamudio said he would 
like to see Shafter prosper 
without it losing its small-
town feeling, which is “the 
feeling that unites us and 
keeps us home grown with 
a touch of growth.”

Zamudio said it is impor-
tant for Shafter to find collab-
orations to help with the lack 
of resources for learning op-
portunities. He believes there 
need to be more educational 
sites for youths, and would 
like to extend the Shafter 
Learning Center. Zamudio 
also said a priority is making 
sure the city’s resources are 
being used efficiently, such as 
holding each city department 
accountable for their resourc-
es, labor and funding.

“We need to make sure 
that there is a check and bal-
ance between departments 
and community members,” 

he said. “We also need to 
reinforce the idea that city 
employees work for their 
taxpayer who reside in 
Shafter and remind them of 
our mission and goals.”

Zamudio said Shafter 
is a great place to live and 
if given the opportunity he 
would help it grow without 
losing the human touch.

Chad Givens is running 

for his second term on the 
council. Givens said it has 
been a joy serving on the 
City Council and that he 
truly believes in the city, the 
people, the businesses, the 
employees, the families, just 
everything.

Givens said that even 
though Shafter is a small ru-
ral community, it has a big 
vision, a big heart and a lot 
of big opportunities. “I will 
continue to fight for our pub-
lic services,” he said. “We as 
a city offer things that many 
in this state or even county 
do not offer. From our top 
rated police department, to 
our phenomenal city ser-
vices like our business and 
planning groups, to our one 
of a kind education part-
nership group, the Shafter 
Learning Center.”

Givens said he has not 
and will not advocate for 

defunding these services 
because they are crucial 
to the success of Shafter’s 
businesses. He added that 
he will continue to pursue 
business opportunities in 
the downtown district and 
industrial parks. He also is 
pushing for enhancing the 
downtown atmosphere.

Givens said he would 
keep supporting Shafter’s 
unique education partner-
ship and learning opportu-
nities. “I think that it is im-
portant make sure it keeps 
functioning properly and 
not cut the budget without 
cause, which has been al-
luded to in the past year by 
some,” he said.

Givens commented that 
he is excited for the next four 
years and for what is to come.

Council member Manuel 
Garcia is also running for 

his second term. A home 
grown Shafter resident, 
Garcia said he has enjoyed 
his four years on the coun-
cil and is looking forward to 
helping finish what they had 
started. He said he believes 
the council has made great 
strides in beautifying the 
city, especially its roads and 
parks. “You can take James 
Street as an example,” he 
said. “A lot of work has 
been put into that project 

and it looks great. There are 
so many examples of im-
provements being done on 
our roads and sidewalks.”

Garcia said he has also 
been an advocate for a safe 
community and was in favor 
of hiring more officers on the 
Shafter Police Department. 
“I think that Shafter is one of 
the, if not the safest town in 
the country,” he said. “I think 
that the chief and his staff 
have made Shafter the safest 
community around.”

Garcia said he also be-
lieves Shafter needs to attract 
more nationally known fran-
chises. “It would be great to 
see like a Kentucky Fried 
Chicken, or Popeyes in town. 
We also need to make it easy 
for businesses to come to 
Shafter, letting them know 
that we want them here.”

Garcia also touched on 
the importance of the con-
tinuing efforts for the city to 
maintain its small town feel, 
growing, but not too big that 
it loses that special feel.

Messages and a request 
for a statement to Mayor 

Gilbert Alvarado went un-
answered. Alvarado, who 
has served the city as mayor 
for the past two years, was 
first elected to the Council 
in 2008. 

Six candidates vying for three seats on Council

WASCOTONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

The second virtual Wasco Community 
Coalition meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 2, 
took place online with various groups re-
porting on their recent activities:

Keri Cobb from the City’s planning de-
partment updated attendees on the city’s 
procedures. She said city offices remain 
closed to the public, but that work contin-
ues. City staff is available over the phone 
and online.

She also said the city is moving forward 
on conducting a school traffic safety survey, 
and that the city launched its new website a 
few months ago. Cobb encouraged others to 
check out the website. She also mentioned 
that residents are now able to make a request 
and/or report a problem.

Sergeant Pete Martinez said the Sheriff’s 
Office is open to one person or family at a 
time and that masks are required. There is a 
red phone outside the office that can be used 
if residents don’t want to go inside.

Assistant Superintendent Rob Cobb pro-

vided an update on the smooth progress so 
far with the distance learning when school 
started Aug. 12. He also said hotspots will 
be available for students who need them. 
Students are encouraged to call the high 
school at  758-8447.

Marleni Maston, adult education coordi-
nator at Wasco Independence High School, 
said all classes are online except for the 
CNA course on Wednesdays, when it is of-
fered on campus.

Kelly Richers, superintendent of the 
Wasco Union Elementary School District 
Kelly Richers, mentioned that the district is 
at 92% attendance during distance learning.

Jaime Lopez, from Bakersfield College, 
said the semester started last week and the 
campus is currently closed; however, lab-
required classes are offered on campus.

Daisy Torres, from Kern Family Health 
Care, said the offices are closed but services 
are still being offered. Visit the website for 
more information.

Adventist Health: An unidentified 
spokesperson said that services are available 
at the office and over the phone.

Sherry Wade, from the Kern County Li-
brary, reported that libraries will soon be 
open. Virtual books are available for all age 
groups. Authors will be visiting in November 
and December for virtual visits. Check the 
library website for additional information.

Wasco Librarian Ernestina Garcia men-
tioned that PPE supplies are still available 
at the library until the end of September and 
the library is still testing for covid-19 until 
the end of September.

Gina Torres, from the California Rail 
Builders, announced a virtual community 
meeting will be happening in October. 
Schools can contact her for donations at 
(661) 438-3440.

Miguel Salazar, from the Kern County 
Department of Human Services, announced 
that their office in Shafter is closed; how-
ever, they are still providing services. For 
online services go to c4yourself.com or call 
746-8300.

Jose Luis Gonzalez, from Kern County 
Planning, mentioned that Governor New-
som signed a statewide bill to protect ten-
ants from eviction due to covid-19. For the 
county and Bakersfield residents, funds for 
rent or mortgage will soon be available for 
those affected by the virus.

Yerania Esparza also mentioned that the 
Home Access Program is still available.

The president of the Wasco Recreation 
and Parks Board said the website is now 
available (wascoparks.recdesk.com). Vir-
tual camps are available for the kids. Check 
the website for current available positions.

Valerie Rodriguez, from United Way, in-
formed the attendees that United Way is cur-
rently recruiting volunteers for next year’s 
tax season. She also reminded attendees to 
fill out the Census as the last day is Sept. 30.

Hailey Coyle told the attendees that the 
Wasco Rose Queen pageant will be hap-
pening virtually on Thursday, September 7. 
Tickets will be on sale Monday, Sept. 7.

The October meeting will also be virtual 
on Wednesday, Oct. 6, at 8 a.m.

Community Coalition gives virtual updates

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Wasco Union Elementary School Dis-
trict Superintendent Kelly Richers said dis-
tance learning has been successfully imple-
mented, with the district at 92% attendance.

Richers said some special education 
and English language learner students have 
been authorized by the state to attend school 
in person as needed; however, he said only 
14 students are allowed in one cohort, or 
grouop. Every district in California has been 
sued, he added, because they are not meeting 
the requirements of federal special education 
student Individual Education Plans.

At its meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 8, the 
WUESD board unanimously agreed to ap-
prove the collective bargaining agreements 

between the district and the Wasco Elemen-
tary Teachers Association and the Classi-
fied School Employee Association. 

Additionally, the district unanimously 
approved the increase in cost for the unrep-
resented employees of the district, which 
includes the superintendent and assistant 
superintendents.  

The 2019/2020 individual person cost 
for health benefits was $19,042 and the 
2020-2021 cost will be $19,610. This calcu-
lates to a 3% increase of $568 for the year. 

In other business, the board agreed to 
hire a replacement licensed vocational 
nurse with Carolina Mejia.

Information was also provided a staff 

list of who retired from the district since 
July 2020.

Teachers
Sherry Anderson worked for the district 

23 years since August 1997, Lorena Cozad  
worked for the district 52 years since Sep-
tember 1968, Bonnie McCormick worked 
for the district 31 years since August 1989, 
Monica Reed worked for the district 38 
years since October 1982, Theodore Wil-
son worked for the district 45 years since 
September 1975.

Classified (non-credentialed)
Annie Coleman worked for the district as 

a custodian for 18 years since February 2002, 
Kay Espitia worked for the district for 38 
years as a classified employqee and currently 
in internal business accounting since January 

1982, Blanca Martinez worked for the dis-
trict for 40 years as a classified employee and 
currently as a teacher. She started in 1980.

Gloria Martinez worked for the district 
as a classified employee and currently an 
after school activity leader since November 
1986, and  Pat Siemens worked for the dis-
trict for 24 years as a classified employee 
and currently as an after school supervisor 
starting October 1996.

The board also unanimously approved to 
reject the bid for a new freezer for Palm Av-
enue Middle School and to proceed with a 
new bidding process. “The only submitted bid 
was two times the amount of what the design-
ers said the freezer should cost,” Richers said.

In addition, the district is remotely 
broadcasting its board meetings via Zoom.

Rafael Zamudio is look-
ing to be a part of a coun-
cil that works for its resi-
dents.

Pete Espinoza is running 
for Council for the first 
time.

Kris Lawrence is excited 
to be a part of the govern-
ing body of the city.

Chad Givens said it has 
been a joy to serve the 
city and hopes to keep 
serving this great city.

Gilbert Alvarado was first 
elected in 2008, giving 
him over a decade of ex-
perience on the council.

Manuel Garcia is looking 
to continue the job that 
was started four years ago.

WUESD to distance learn through December
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and gave away trophies to our Tiger Produc-
tion Homecoming Week celebration. I also 
appeared at the Homecoming game where I 
was able to crown King Rodrick Scott and 
Queen Alynna Gonzales.

The following day I appeared at the 
Wasco Festival that is put together by amaz-
ing community members. We are so blessed 
to have these great traditions that will last 
forever. Keep up the amazing work.

At the festival, I met so many young chil-
dren, and I was happy to hug them and feel 
their happiness! As the 51st Rose Queen, I 
was excited to run into the very first Rose 
Queen Anita Miller at the Wasco Festival. 
That is a memory I will never forget.

That very same day, I attended the 5th 
Annual Wasco Music Festival hosted by the 
Orange Heart Foundation where our 2019 
Grand Marshals Danny and Petra Rueda 
and Tina and Ken Newman, and featured 
artist Shirrel Sanford were present. This 
group is very sweet and caring and gives a 
lot to our town. I am glad I met them. 

Following that, I attended the new el-
ementary school, James Forrest, for Red 
Ribbon Week. At that event I was able to 
inspire young students to pledge to “Saying 
No to Drugs.” 

Following Red Ribbon Week, I attended 

the 50th Elks Anniversary at the Elks Lodge 
where I was able to mingle and spend time 
with our community.

I also attended Teresa Burke’s ASES 
program along with my royal family of First 
and Second-Runners-Up Sihomara Navaro 
and Haylee Nunez and Sihomara Navaro, 
where we performed our talents.

The following day, I attended the Ron-
ald McDonald Run, which was a great time 
at Teresa Burke. In addition, I joined New 
Generation and Grace Community church-
es to help serve our community by giving 
free Thanksgiving lunches. 

As December arrived, I attended the Was-
co Christmas Tree lighting and parade where 
I got to see the faces of our community light 
up. I crowned the Snowball King and Queen 
Haylee Nunez and Edduardo Saldana. 

I was also at the FFA Donkey Basketball 
game where I sang the National Anthem 
and worked the scoreboard. My last two 
events were a little different because of the 
covid-19 pandemic. I attended the ribbon 
cutting for Panda Express where everyone 
wore a mask, as well as a mini virtual event 
by sharing a positive video. I strived to in-
spire through this time.

During my reign, the community strug-
gled through a pandemic. It was a time of 
uncertainty. I could not have chosen a bet-

ter year than 2020 to be 
Queen although I felt as 
if my duties as Queen 
were cut short during 
this time. I knew in the 
end I would find my pur-
pose as Queen and it is 
being here sharing this 
with you all. 

We will get through 
this and we will keep 
fighting because we are 
Tiger STRONG! 

I would like to send 
my condolences to the 
families in our commu-
nity who lost loved ones 
to covid-19. I would also 
like to send my prayers 
to those who are affect-
ed as well. 

Throughout my reign, I wasn’t alone. I 
had so much love and support; I would like 
to thank my mom for working hard and put-
ting a roof over my head. I would also like to 
thank my Galactic Gals, each and every one 
of you girls holds a special place in my heart. 
I would also like to thank my close friends 
for supporting me during my reign as well 
as driving me to my events. Thank you to 
my favorite chaperone Amanda Rodriguez. 
Amanda has a heart of gold. Thank you for 
making me feel confident inside and outside.

I would also like to thank Lisa Hussey 
for being the best seamstress, David Arm-
endariz and the Cordova family for making 
my talent song mixture possible. I also want 
to thank last year’s stage crew for rooting 
me on and setting up my props before per-
forming, I also want to thank Debbie Mehl-
berg, Hailey Coyle, Sydney Mehlberg and 
Nicole Sanchez, aka Coach Coco. You all 
surprise me with your creativity and love 
that you put into each pageant. It couldn’t 
have happened without you. It is greatly ap-

preciated.
I would also like to thank the De la Rosa 

family for supporting me and treating me like 
their own; my sponsors, the Wasco Woman’s 
Club; and my escort Ruben Macias for mak-
ing the pageant experience stress-free and 
memorable. Every Queen needs her King.

In closing, Wasco will always be my for-
ever home and thank you for loving and ac-
cepting me as your Rose Queen.

To Miss Wasco 2020, it is your time to in-
spire. Soak every moment in because in the 
blink of an eye, you’ll wish you could go back 
to this very night and start over again. So em-
brace the beautiful sparkling crown and own 
it with pride and humbleness. Remember this 
town is filled with past queens so if you ever 
need a helping hand, do not hesitate to ask. 

I ask of you to make a difference in your 
community and always be you because you 
are Miss Wasco. A Queen of a town filled 
with love.

Sincerely,
Rose Queen 2019 Elisa Flores

From Page 1

WASCO

2019 Rose Queen Elisa Flores says farewell

Ribbon cutting at Cakes by Karen with owner Karen Cabrera.

Red Ribbon Week at James A. Forrest Elementary School.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Because of the covid-19 pandemic, 
The VFW has canceled a couple of 
their well-known breakfasts and bar-
becues this year. Instead, the VFW 
held a raffle where the lucky winner 
would go home with $500.

Winner of the $500 grand prize 
was Ysidro Castro. Castro showed up 
at the VFW building shortly after he 

received a phone call that he had won 
the big prize.

“We sold over 400 tickets,” mem-
ber Danny Rueda said. “It was a big 
success.”

VFW Rose Queen candidate 
Talitha Arellano was with her father, 
Danny Arellano, principal of Thomas 
Jefferson Middle School, as Talitha 

drew the winning tickets.
Second-place winner was Enrique 

Oliver, who won $100; and third-place 
winner was Ryan Reeves, who won 
$50.

Castro was very excited as he an-
swered the phone call from the VFW 
notifying him he was the lucky win-
ner. 

“I never win anything,” Castro was 
heard saying. Violet Castro and Ma-
rissa Webb accompanied Castro and 
said that he didn’t know what to do 
when he received the phone call be-
cause he was nervous and excited at 
the same time.

“We will probably save it for 
Christmas,” Violet Castro said.

VFW holds fundraising raffle

From left: Jerry Patterson, James Medrano, Rose 
Queen candidate Talitha Arellano, Danny Rueda 
and Tony Stout.

VFW Rose Queen candidate Talitha Arellano drew the ticket of the 
lucky winner.

VFW member Tony Stout making telephone 
calls to the winners.

Danny Arellano, principal of Thomas Jeffer-
son, and his daughter, Rose Queen candidate 
Talitha Arellano.

fireworks show until July 2021. 
Shafter, partnering with Houchin 

Blood Bank, is holding a blood drive on 
Thursday, Sept. 10, from 3p.m. to 7 p.m. at 

Mannel Park. The drive is focused on stu-
dents, but adults are also welcome. Each 
student who donates will receive a limited 
edition “No Pandemic Can Stop Us” T-
shirt and will be entered into a drawing 

for a $250 gift card. Students who are 16 
years old must have a signed parental con-
sent form. Please bring a picture ID with 
your date of birth.

Barber shops, hair salons and other non-

essential businesses are now open with 
safety guidelines in place, such as wearing 
a mask, as well as social distancing. Res-
taurants are still restricted to offering take-
out service and outdoor dining.

Covid-19 cases show 10% increase in Shafter
From Page 1
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G
ARCIA’S AUTO REPAIR & SERVIC

E

FULL SERVICE & EXHAUST REPAIR

JAIME GARCIA

661-240-5426

TSP CAMS • SPEED ENGINEERING 
HEADERS • STAINLESS WORKS

 ENGINES • TRANSMISSIONS • BRAKES 

TUNE-UP • STARTER • ALTERNATOR 
DIAGNOSTICS  • CUSTOM EXHAUST SYSTEM 

HP TUNES • SHOCKS

MON TO FRI 7AM to 5PM
SAT 7AM TO 4PM

SUN CLOSED

676 EAST 
LERDO HWY

FIND US ON

GARCIASAUTOREPAIRS

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801132

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.  
Here to help life go right.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”

Hello,
neighbor!

Ramona Herrera, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0D28304

551 Central Avenue
Shafter, CA  93263
Bus: 661-746-3961

•  Estate Planning and Administration
•  Probate and Probate Litigation
•  Real Property and Business Law
•  Civil Litigation

Experienced and
dedicated.

661.325.5075  •  www.dwlaw� rm.com
Hayden Building  • 1626 19th Street, Suite 23 • Bakers� eld, CA 93301

SERVING SHAFTER & WASCO

825 Central Valley Hwy, 
Shaft er 

661-746-5600

7th & 650 F Street,
 Wasco

661-240-5900

Local Delivery Service available 

Two locati ons for your convenience

Open Mon - Sun  9:00am - 7:00pm 

 Seamless Summer 2020-2021
Monday-Friday 10:00am-12:00pm

FREE Breakfast and Lunch for children ages 2 to 18 only.
Open Sites: 

James A. Forrest 
John L Prueitt 

Karl F. Clemens (walk up only) 
Teresa Burke

Site Rules
1. Drive up GRAB-N-GO meals.
2. Meals are for Children ages 2-18 only. 
3. Child must be present.
4. Available unti l USDA waiver expires.   

 Students with Special Diet Meal Accommodati ons already on fi le with the district must contact Food Service Offi  ce at 
661-758-7238 by 12:00 p.m. one day in advance to order their meals. 

This insti tuti on is an equal opportunity provider.

Verano Sin Costuras 2020-2021
Lunes- Viernes 10:00am-12:00pm

Desayuno y Almuerzo GRATIS solo para niños de 2 a 18 años 
Siti os Abiertos:

 James A. Forrest
John L. Prueitt 

                                                   Karl F. Clemens (solamente recoger caminando)
Teresa Burke

Reglas del Siti o:
5. Conducir y agarrar alimentos.
6. Los alimentos son para los Niños/as edades de 2-18 anos. 
7. El niño/a debe estar presente.
8. Disponible hasta que se vensa el contrato de USDA.

Los estudiantes que ya está n en el archivo del Distrito con adaptaciones especiales de alimentos.  Deben comunicarse 
con la Ofi cina de Servicios de Alimentos al 661-758-7238 antes de las 12:00 p.m. con un dí a de anti cipació n para 
ordenar sus alimentos.

 Esta insti tucion es un proveedor de igualdad de oportunidades.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

If you have a disability, accessibil-
ity improvements on your home are 
still available through the Kern Coun-
ty Home Access Grant Program.

If, for example, you need to widen 
your doorways for wheelchair access, 
provide a ramp with handrails going 
up and down stairs, or you might need 
a handicapped accessible toilet or your 
tub replaced by an accessible shower, 
all these items are available through 
the program.

The grants are available to those 
with a physical disability who desire a 

better quality of life.
If you are living in a low-income 

household within a Kern County Plan-
ning and Natural Resources Depart-
ment area, all you need to do is pro-
vide income verification for everyone 
living in the residence.

Rental and owner-occupied proper-
ty can be improved under the program. 
In every case, the owner of the proper-
ty needs to agree to the improvements.

The applicant must have a perma-
nent disability, which restricts access 
to or around the residence.

The disability must be verified by 
a primary physician familiar with the 
disability.

The application and the doctor 
evaluation will both be reviewed, and 
the KC Planning and Natural Re-
sources Department will contact the 
applicant for an inspection of the resi-
dence to determine the specific needs 
and evaluate eligibility. 

All work must be completed by a 
California licensed and insured con-
tractor.

For an application and additional 
information, contact Kandi Mosqueda 
at (661) 862-5024.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

With much of the nation attempting 
to reduce funding for police depart-
ments, a Police Reform Bill, AB1299, 
has passed the California Legislature 
with bipartisan support. 

The bill was authored by local As-
semblyman Rudy Salas. It is designed 
to help prevent local departments 
from hiring officers who have a his-
tory of serious misconduct.

Salas, who represents the 32nd 
District, which includes Shafter and 
Wasco, said his bill will help hold 
departments accountable when hiring 
new officers.

“We need to ensure that our local 
police departments are hiring officers 

who will serve our communities with 
honesty and dignity,” he said.

He said he is pleased to see the bi-
partisan support the bill has garnered. 
“It is unacceptable that some officers 
are able to hide their past and are not 
held accountable,” he said. “Taxpay-
ers should not be on the hook for the 
actions of bad cops. I urge the gover-
nor to make this bill law so that police 
departments can make informed deci-
sions and root out bad cops who get 
shuffled between departments.”

Last year, it was reported that the 
City of McFarland hired at least 13 of-
ficers who had trouble at other agen-
cies. In some situations, law enforce-

ment agencies may not be aware of an 
officer’s previous misconduct due to 
the tactic of resigning in lieu of ter-
mination. This practice describes a 
situation where an officer who is being 
investigated for misconduct resigns 
before the investigation is complete. 
When an officer resigns in this man-
ner, the investigation usually stops and 
is never completed.

This allows officers to make lateral 
moves and apply at a different agency. 
AB1299 will require law enforcement 
agencies to complete misconduct in-
vestigations and notify the Commis-
sion on Peace Officer Standards and 
Training of their findings. The bill will 
now head to the governor’s desk for ap-
proval.

Salas’ police reform bill 
is sent to the governor

Home access grants available
for people with disabilities

SHAFTERJAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The City Council is 
looking to appoint three 
people to each serve a four-
year term on the Shafter 
Planning Commission be-
ginning in January. The 
commission is made up of 
five members appointed by 
the City Council. Current 
members of the commis-
sion are Bob Wiebe, Ron 
Nunlist, Kirk Mouser, Jon 
Johnston and Peter Frantz. 
Frantz, Johnston and 
Mouser have terms that 

expire in December, which 
makes it necessary to fill 
their seats. 

The Planning Commis-
sion reviews and acts on 
matters related to planning 
and development in Shafter. 
The role of the commis-
sion is to work with the 
City Council to ensure that 
the common vision for the 
community is realized. 

The commission works 
closely with the council, the 
community, and city staff to 

achieve those goals. This 
mostly involves land use 
matters. 

Commission meetings 
are held the second Tuesday 
of every month at 7 p.m. 
Members are compensated 
$100 a month. Completion 
of an ethics training course 
within their first year is re-
quired. Individuals must 
also maintain residency 
within the city limits of 
Shafter. Those interested in 
being appointed must also 
be a resident of Shafter and 
registered to vote.

You must submit a let-
ter of interest with your 
name, address and tele-
phone number, a statement 
why you are interested, 
and a resume of work ex-
perience, education, and 
other qualifications to the 
Shafter City Council at 
336 Pacific Ave., Shafter, 
CA 93263 by 5 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 22.

If you need more infor-
mation, you can contact 
City Clerk Yazmina Pal-
lares at CityClerk@shafter.
com.

Shafter looking for planning 
commission members

SHAFTER

WASCO

Mayor Tilo Cortez announced this week that appoint-
ment-only Covid-19 testing is now available in Wasco at 
the Wasco Library, 1102 7th St., Tuesday-Saturday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Those interested in getting a test should be aware of: An appointment is necessary by calling 888-634-
1123.
 Face coverings are required. No drive-thru service. Insurance is accepted.

Hi, neighbor! Drop by anytime.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO
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FREE!
UPDATES ONLINE AT THESHAFTERPRESS.COM AND WASCOTRIB.COM

SHAFTER

Quality gas for a very low price!!!Purchase 10 Gallon or more and get a free Fountain Drink!!!Breakfast & Grill 3AM-12PM Call in your order at 661-746-6082.Open Mon-Sat 3AM-2AM • Sunday 5am-1am

127 S Shafter Ave, Shafter, CA 93263
Western Union, Money Orders, Pay BillsAuthorized for City of Shafter and PG&E Bills

Hot Deli All Day
Ice Cold Beer

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe Shafter City Council got a sneak peek at the 2020-21 budget at a special meeting Monday night.The budget is very different than what had been pro-jected in earlier discussions, primarily the result of the effects of the coronavirus pandemic.Consultant William Stadler, who was retained by the city to help them form the budget, presented the coun-cil with an overview that included a drastic reduction in capital improvement projects that the city had previ-ously slated for the next fiscal year.In a move that is being called a “chilling,” the Coun-cil has been advised to pause improvement projects that 

had been budgeted the current fiscal year, but had not moved forward as yet. They decided to move forward to completion with the projects that have already been started, but to hold off on new projects. “They are still in the budget, but they will be chilled and will not be moved forward on until 2021-2022,” said City Manager Gabriel Gonzales.
Another “chill” on the agenda is limiting hiring, including 11 open positions that have not been filled. The council was advised to fill four of those vacancies, including two of the four positions open for police offi-

Sales tax continues to lead the city in revenue.

See BUILDINGS Page 4

‘Chilling’ budget preview

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe Shafter City Council approved a resolution that 
allows the city to receive almost $700,000 in emergency 
funds for the Covid-19 pan-demic. The council also extended its state of local emergency, which enables City 
Manager Gabriel Gonzales to act if an emergency calls for 
it.

It also keeps the city open for additional reimbursement 
for costs as a result of the crisis.The County of Kern recently received $157 million in 
funds for the crisis. Shafter’s share of the funds came to 
$698,000.

The council also approved an agreement with Balance Public Relations, whose job will be to protect the City of Shafter’s inter-ests during the closing process of the MCCF, which is supposedly going to be closed by the end of 2021, if not sooner. The company is headed by 
Shafter High Graduate Dean Florez.The closure of the facility will cost the city an estimated 
$1.8 million annual loss in revenue. It is not clear what will 
become of the facility once it is closed.Also on the agenda was a proposal to raise residential 
rates by Varner Bros. and American Refuse for the residen-
tial areas that they cover, including the Gossamer Grove 
area. The raise for this coming year will be 2.9%. This does 
not affect the core city of Shafter -- serviced by the city of 
Shafter -- except for the commercial businesses.In other council action, the property at 402 Central was 
declared as surplus land and not necessary for the city’s use, 
putting the building and parking lot up for sale. Shafter/
Wasco Publishing is in the space now, along empty space 
that housed the former Brookside Deli. Any plans for de-
veloping the land must be approved by the city beforehand, 
according to the council’s resolution.

City gets $700k for Covid-19
Council plans for
prison closure

SHAFTER

WASCO

WASCO

Testing site opens

TONI DEROSA
Wasco TribuneThere are three types  of students who attend Wasco Independence High School, Principal Martin Lonza said as the school pre-pared its commence-ment ceremony for 105 graduates: students who have fared poorly at larger schools, adults who are seeking their high school diploma, and students studying from home. 

The first type of student, he said, are those who come to Independence High because they’ve fallen behind in their coursework, had spotty attendance “and need a smaller, more focused environment to succeed.” Many of these students have experienced gaps in attendance, failed multiple courses, lost interest in school, are par-ents or had discipline issues. “Many simply perform better in a school that can focus more on them as indi-vidual,” he said.
 “There are as many reasons for placing a student at WIHS as there are students,” Lonza said. The criteria are simple: “Is a student at risk of not completing high 

school, and are they better served in the WIHS environ-ment?”
 A second group of students are those in the adult education program.
 “This program is primarily for any person over the age of 18 who has not yet received a high school diploma or needs to learn English,” Lonza said. “The students who graduate from the program have now com-pleted the requirements for a diploma.” The third most common type of student are those in 

105 graduate WIHS
Struggling students
get their reward

See GRADUATION Page 4

Speaker Lucio Rivera
Speaker Pearla Hernandez

Ryan Rodriguez, graduate speaker for Wasco In-dependence High School.

The closure of the facility will cost the 
city an estimated

$1.8 million in lost revenue annually.

Your hometown newspaper.

Support your local paper.
Read it.

Subscribe by calling Erica Soriano at 661-292-
5100. In your mailbox every week,  it’s only $49 a 

year. Or pick up a free copy at drops all over town.

Contribute to it.
Call Editor Jamie Stewart with news tips at 

jstewart@TheShafterPress.com or  661-292-5100. 
Call or e-mail Erica Soriano with calendar items at  
esoriano@TheShafterPress.com or 661-292-5100.

Advertise in it.
Reach Wasco people to sell your products or 

services fast! Contact Kathy Smithee today to find 
out what’s best for you. She’s at 661-661-5100 or 

ksmithee@TheShafterPress.com

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

It took over four years to open the new-

est restaurant in Wasco.

Posts were spotted on Facebook last 

week asking Panda Express would open – 

not an uncommon questions the couple of 

years -- and fi nally, on Saturday , the restau-

rant saw a line of cars waiting in the drive-

thru.
Panda Express’ application was brought 

to the City Council four years ago but sev-

eral negotiations needed to take place be-

fore the restaurant could obtain its desired 

spot in front of the Walmart Supercenter on 

Highway 46.

Cars were lined up all the way to the en-

trance of the Walmart parking lot for most 

of the day. Drivers were courteous, and 

patiently waited their turn at the drive-up 

window. Walk-in traffi c was also high be-

cause people did not know what to expect 

and whether guests would be allowed to sit 

down and enjoy their meal or order and take 

it out.
The restaurant set up some rules for en-

trance.

Hola, Vecino.
¡Hoy es un gran día para ahorrar dinero junto con tu oficina local de GEICO!

Trenea Smart  |  661-431-1780  |  2720 Calloway Drive, Bakersfield | geico.com/bakersfield

¡Ofrecemos 

Seguro de Hogar 

También!
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SHAFTER

WASCO

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Shafter has a new Distinguished 

Young Woman, and her name is 

Shelbee Ramos.

With the 

competition held online, including 

video interviews, taping their routines, 

including Self Expression and the Tal-

ent competitions, this year’s program 

navigated through unchartered terri-

tory.
With the event originally scheduled 

for Friday, March 20, the coronavirus 

situation made it necessary to fi rst 

postpone the program. According to 

Toni Franz of the Shafter DYW pro-

gram, the event was shifted to June 

at Shafter’s Ford Theater, with safety 

guidelines in place. 

With the restrictions still too much 

for the program to go on as planned, 

it was decided to hold the event online, with the con-

testants recording their routines and going through their 

interviews online. 

Ramos won the title, which includes a $2,000 schol-

arship. She also received the Physical Fitness award and 

the Scholastic award, good for another $400 in scholar-

ships. Alicia Pompa was named the First Alternate and 

received a $1,500 scholarship award. Pompa also won a 

$200 scholarship for taking top honors in the Self Ex-

pression phase of the competition.

Second Alternate is Santana Delarosa, which came 

Even virtually,

Shelbee Ramos

is Distinguished

Young Woman

SHAFTER

Big day for Panda

Patience pays off for diners  

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

A statue at St. John’s 

Evangelical Catholic 

Church was vandalized last 

week.
The 

statue that stood on a pedes-

tal at the side of the church 

on 9th Place was disfi gured 

after someone removed the 

head and arms.

“There is no clear evi-

dence as to who did this,” 

Father Raul Sanchez-Flores 

said. “The church’s cam-

era only captured shadows, 

and the camera across the 

street was too far away.” All 

Sanchez-Flores could verify 

was that someone saw a per-

son cross the street but was 

unsure what weapon they 

used. He said the incident 

only took about 20 seconds.

The statue’s head and 

arms were cut off, and the 

parts were found scattered 

at the foot of the statue.

“At fi rst I was angry, 

then I was depressed and 

now I’m frustrated,” said 

Sanchez-Flores.

On Monday, he noticed 

“someone had covered 

the statue with a white 

shroud.”
Sanchez-Flores said he 

hopes to open the church 

to regular services in July. 

“We can only seat about 

100 in the church at one 

time due to the COVID-19 

regulations,” he said. “Our 

5 p.m. Saturday mass and 

Sunday 10 a.m. mass will 

both be in English.”

St. John’s Church

statue is vandalized

St. John’s Church statue wrapped up after vandalism.

See ST. JOHN'S Page 4

See LINES Page 5

Customers waited in line to place their order or be rung up by the cashier.

WASCO

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The City of Shafter has reopened government buildings, 

including City Hall, with safety restrictions in place.

At a recent City Coun-

cil meeting, City Manager 

Gabriel Gonzales said, “We are opening our city build-

ings to the public on Monday. But, we will be observ-

ing safety guidelines to protect our staff, as well as the 

residents.”
Upon arriving at City Hall, visitors are met with a cou-

ple of canopies that are in use in case of lines outside of 

the building. There is a limit of two people that are allowed 

in the public areas of the buildings at one time; a posting 

reminds those coming inside that a facemask is required. 

Social distancing is in force, too.

Making an appointment may be required.  “It depends 

on what department you are going to.”  The assistant to the 

city manager, Rachel Zermeno, said.

For example, if you have business with the city man-

ager or city clerk, you are required to make an appoint-

ment by calling 661-746-5000 or by emailing Zermeno at 

rzermeno@shafter.com or City Clerk Yazmina Pallares at 

ypallares@shafter.com.

If you are visiting the human resources offi ce, it is by 

appointment only also. You need to email hr@shafter.com, 

or call 661-746-5003.

For the fi nance offi ce, which includes questions re-

garding utility payments, business licenses, and new 

service, the offi ce is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and is 

open during lunch. You can call 661-746-5001 with any 

questions, although residents are encouraged to pay bills 

online.
If you need to go to the city services offi ce, with ques-

tions regarding building permits, parks and Veterans Hall 

rentals, and planning and code enforcement, the offi ce is 

open to the public from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and are open during 

lunch. Their phone number is 661-746-5002.

Rebuild
begins
City opens
its offi ces

Shelbee Ramos, Distinguished Young Woman.

Alicia Pompa won First Alternate 

and the Self Expression awards.
Second Alternate is Santana 

Delarosa.

See DYW Page 5
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Request for Proposals – Community 
Development Block Grant and Other 
State and Federal Programs Grant 
Application, Administration and Labor 
Standards Compliance Services
The City of Wasco is requesting 
proposals from qualified consultant 
firms to provide grant application 
services and contract grant adminis-
tration services for State of California 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Programs and other State 
and Federal programs. Qualified con-
sultants must have extensive experi-
ence working with the federal CDBG 
Program.  The City of Wasco antici-
pates requesting State CDBG funding 
beginning with the 2021 NOFA.  
To obtain a copy of the Request for 
Proposals, please contact the City 
Clerk, Maria O. Martinez, at 661-758-
7214, mamartinez@cityofwasco.org, 
or visit the City of Wasco website at 
www.cityofwasco.org and click on 
the RFPS/BIDS button.  Questions re-
garding the contents of this RFP must 
be submitted in writing on or before 4 
PM (PST) on Thursday, September 24, 
2020, and directed to Keri Cobb at 
kecobb@cityofwasco.org. All ques-
tions will be answered and emailed 
to all firms listed on the RFP holders 
list on Thursday, October 1, 2020.
Consultants shall submit (4) sealed 
Proposals clearly marked “Sealed 
Proposal for Professional Services – 
Community Development Block Grant 
and Other State and Federal Pro-
grams” to Mrs. Maria Martinez - City 
Clerk for the City of Wasco located 
at 746 8th Street, Wasco CA. 93280.  
Proposals are due October 8, 2020, 
at 2:00 PM.  No late proposals will be 
accepted.  Interviews may be con-
ducted at the City’s discretion.
Award of the Contract, if awarded, 
will be made by the Wasco City Coun-
cil within sixty (60) days after receipt 
of proposals by the City of Wasco. The 
City of Wasco will award this contract 
based on the best-qualified proposer 
as determined by the City, under its 
sole and absolute discretion.
/s/ Maria O. Martinez, City Clerk 
Publish Wasco Tribune September 
10, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business
Name Statement
Grand Slam USA

2020-B3536
2236 High Street
Delano, CA 93215
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
2236 High Street
Delano, CA 93215
Christopher Butler
1317 Rounds Street
Delano, CA 93215
Isis Butler
1317 Rounds Street
Delano, CA 93215
The business is conducted by: Gen-
eral Partnership
Date the business commenced: 
08/03/2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Christopher Butler
Date Statement Filed: 08/11/2020
Date Statement Expires: 08/11/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Wasco Tribune August 27, 
September 3, 10, 17, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Statement of Abandonment Of

Use Of Fictitious Business Name
Grand Slam USA

2236 High Street
Delano, CA 93215
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
2236 High Street
Delano, CA 93215
Christopher Butler
1317 Rounds Street
Delano, CA 93215
I declare that all information in this 
Statement is true and correct. (A 
registrant who declares as true in-
formation, which he or she knows to 

be false, is guilty of a crime.)
Business was conducted by: Indi-
vidual
/s/Christopher Butler, Owner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2020-B2444
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 06-
01-2020
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 08-07-2020
Mary B. Bedard, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez, Deputy
Publish Wasco Tribune August  27, 
September 3, 10, 17, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Availability of Annual 

Financial Statements
Pursuant to Section 24275 of Cali-
fornia Water Code, notice is hearby 
given that the December 31, 2019 
Annual Financial Statements of the 
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District 
are available for inspection during 
regular business hour at the District 
Office.
The District Office is located at 
16294 Highway 43, Wasco, Califor-
nia 93280.
Dated: September 1, 2020
Sarah Pitts: Office Manager/Trea-
surer
Publish Wasco Tribune September 
10, 17, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF WASCO

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed Proposals for the work en-
titled:
BID BOOK FOR 
BIRCH AVENUE DRAINAGE REPAIR
will be received at the Office of the 
City Clerk of the CITY OF WASCO, 
746 8th Street, WASCO, California, 
until 2:00 PM on October 8, 2020, 
at which time they will be publicly 
opened and read.
General work description:  
The work to be done includes, but 
is not limited to, the following: saw 
cut, demolition, grading, compac-
tion, hot mix asphalt concrete, minor 

concrete including demo, drive ap-
proach, V-gutter, and other items of 
or details not mentioned above, that 
are required by typical construction.
A non-mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting is 
scheduled for September 16, 2020, 
at 9:00 AM, at the City of Wasco City 
Hall located at 746 8th Street, Was-
co, California. This meeting is to in-
form bidders of project requirements 
and subcontractors of subcontract-
ing and material supply opportuni-
ties.  Questions in writing will be 
accepted until September 23, 2020. 
Bids are required for the entire work 
described herein.
Bids must be submitted as de-
scribed in the specifications pro-
vided by the City of Wasco.  Each bid 
must be accompanied by one of the 
following forms of bidder’s security 
in the amount of ten percent (10%) 
of the amount bid:  (1) cash; (2) a 
cashier’s check made payable to the 
City of Wasco; (3) a certified check 
made payable to the City of Wasco; 
or (4) a bidder’s bond executed by 
an admitted surety insurer, made 
payable to the City of Wasco.  Each 
bidder must be a licensed contrac-
tor as required by law at the time 
the contract is awarded.  The bidder 
who is awarded the project contract 
will be allowed pursuant to Public 
Contract Code Section 22300 to 
substitute securities for the pay-
ment of funds withheld under the 
contract.  In addition, the success-
ful bidder must furnish (1) a faithful 
performance bond in the amount of 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price; and (2) a payment 
bond (also referred to as a labor and 
material bond) in the amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the con-
tract price.  All bonds must be in a 
form approved by the City of Wasco 
and must conform to California law 
(see Code of Civil Procedure sec-
tion 995.010 et seq.). All documents 
submitted in compliance with the 
requirements of this bid package 
and the contract must be scannable 
and photocopiable.  The City hereby 
invokes its protest right under the 
California Code of Civil Procedure 
995.660 for any proposed surety 

bond submitted in satisfaction of the 
requirements of this agreement if 
the submitted bond is not issued by 
an admitted surety rated A-, VII, or 
better by Best’s Rating Service. 
The contractor shall possess a City 
Business License and an (A or C12) 
license at the time this contract is 
awarded. 
This contract is subject to state con-
tract nondiscrimination and compli-
ance requirements pursuant to Gov-
ernment Code, Section 12990.  
A contractor or subcontractor shall 
not be qualified to bid on, be listed 
in a bid proposal, subject to the re-
quirements of Section 4104 of the 
Public Contract Code, or engage 
in the performance of any contract 
for public work, as defined in this 
chapter unless currently registered 
and qualified to perform public work 
pursuant to Section 1725.5. It is 
not a violation of this section for an 
unregistered contractor to submit 
a bid that is authorized by Section 
7029.1 of the Business and Profes-
sions Code or by Section 10164 or 
20103.5 of the Public Contract Code, 
provided the contractor is registered 
to perform public work pursuant to 
Section 1725.5 at the time the con-
tract is awarded.
Inquiries or questions based on al-
leged patent ambiguity of the plans, 
specifications, or estimate must be 
communicated as a bidder inquiry 
prior to bid opening.  Any such in-
quiries or questions submitted after 
bid opening will not be treated as a 
bid protest.  
Technical questions should be di-
rected to Kameron Arnold, telephone 
(661) 758-7204.
Bid documents may be obtained af-
ternoon on September 8, 2020, for 
a NONREFUNDABLE FEE OF $20.00 
per set from:
CITY OF WASCO
746 8th Street, WASCO, CA 93280
(661) 758-7215
An additional charge of ten dollars 
($10.00) per set will be made for 
mailing.
OR Email CITYCLERK@CITYOF-
WASCO.ORG to request a PDF copy 
of the Plans and Specifications at 

no-charge.
Pursuant to Section 1773 of the 
Labor Code, the general prevailing 
wage rates in the county, or coun-
ties, in which the work is to be done 
have been determined by the Direc-
tor of the California Department of 
Industrial Relations.  These wages 
are set forth in the General Pre-
vailing Wage Rates for this project, 
available at CITY OF WASCO City 
Hall, 746 8th Street, WASCO, Califor-
nia, and available from the California 
Department of Industrial Relations’ 
Internet web site at http://www.dir.
ca.gov.  The Federal minimum wage 
rates for this project as predeter-
mined by the United States Sec-
retary of Labor are set forth in the 
books issued for bidding purposes 
entitled “Bid Book,” and in copies of 
this book that may be examined at 
the offices described above where 
the project plans, special provisions, 
and proposal forms may be seen.  
Addenda to modify the Federal mini-
mum wage rates, if necessary, will 
be issued to holders of “Bid Books.”  
Future effective general prevail-
ing wage rates, which have been 
predetermined and are on file with 
the California Department of Indus-
trial Relations, are referenced but 
not printed in the general prevailing 
wage rates.
The U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) provides a toll-free hot-
line to report bid-rigging activities. 
Use the hotline to report bid-rigging, 
bidder collusion, and other fraudu-
lent activities. The hotline number 
is (800) 424-9071. The service is 
available 24 hours, 7 days a week, 
and is confidential and anonymous. 
The hotline is part of the DOT’s ef-
fort to identify and investigate high-
way construction contract fraud 
and abuse and is operated under 
the direction of the DOT Inspector 
General.
The CITY OF WASCO, CITY CLERK   
/s/ Maria O. Martinez
DATED: 9-1-2020
Publish Wasco Tribune September 
10, 2020

PASTOR STEVE DOBBS
Community Circle Church
How many of you have 

somebody in your life that 
you can say you look up to? 
It may be a parent, an ath-
lete, actor, teacher, world 
leader or anybody else in or 
around your life.

Sometimes we try to 
pattern our lives after our 
heroes.

Let me start by saying 
this. I’m not against anyone 
making a ton of money for 
doing something they love 
to do. If owners of pro sports 
teams are willing to pay tens 
of millions of dollars to ath-

letes to play for their team, 
God bless them. I would 
take the money just like 
they are doing. If someone 
can make money singing or 
acting, I wish them the best 
of luck to get all they can. 
But when it comes to who 
influences my life, I’m not 
sure I want to always fol-
low the advice of somebody 
who did not finish school 
but can throw, hit or kick a 
ball, sing a song, or act like 
someone else in a movie, 
etc.

We fall in love with the 
person we see on social me-
dia, on the radio, on TV or 

in the movies. But who are 
they really? Are they really 
somebody we need to be 
following and taking their 
advice?

We are all human.   We 
fail.   We make mistakes. 
We really need to be careful 
who we allow to pour into 
our lives.

Matthew 7:15
15 “Be careful of false 

prophets. They come to you 
looking gentle like sheep, 
but they are really danger-
ous like wolves.

What is it we need in our 
lives? We need a hero. We 
need somebody who can as-

sist us in our daily lives to 
reach the ultimate goal of 
heaven.

John 14:6
Jesus answered, “I am 

the way, and the truth, and 
the life. The only way to the 
Father is through me.

Jesus puts the burdens of 
the world on His shoulders.

1 Peter 5:7
Give all your worries to 

him, because he cares about 
you.

He will take the worries 
of this world from you, if 
you let Him. Jesus is our 
hero. Jesus is the hero we 
need in our lives today. If 

we will make Jesus the hero 
things like racism, violence, 
murder, child abuse, rape 
and so on would disappear. 
But Jesus has to be the hero 
for that to happen. He can’t 
just be the hero on Sunday 
but not Monday through 
Saturday. He can’t just be 
the hero of your house but 
not of your bank account. 
He has to be the hero in 
your entire life.

When Jesus becomes 
the hero, you can reach out 
and be a hero too. There 
are people we all come into 
contact with every single 
day that need the life chang-

ing experience of knowing 
Jesus. We can be the hero 
that makes the introduction. 
It’s not hard. You don’t have 
to be a Bible scholar. You 
don’t need to have every 
verse in the Bible memo-
rized. Be yourself.   Tell 
your story of how God is 
your hero. Then invite them 
to church.

We need some heroes. 
Who is willing to step up 
and be a hero in your fam-
ily, community and neigh-
borhood today? Let’s be 
heroes for the kingdom of 
heaven today.

The Best Is Yet To Come.

We need a hero
PASTORS CORNER

OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Willie Abernathy
March 29, 1936 – 

Aug. 29, 2020
Willie Eugene Aber-

nathy went to be with the 
Lord on Aug. 29, 2020. 
Willie was born March 29, 
1936, in White, Georgia, 
to “Son” Marvin Edward 
Abernathy and “Lee” Sally 
Leah Abernathy. He lived 
a very rewarding 84 years, 
and he did it his way.

He is survived by his 
four children, Mitchell, Mi-
chael, Tracy and Amanda; 
16 grandchildren; 25 great 
grandchildren; and five 

great great grandchildren.  
He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his loving 
wife Mary Lou, his daugh-
ter Sherry and son Mark. 

Willie moved to Shafter 
in 1954, met Mary Lou and 
married her shortly after. 
He then began working on a 
farm and found out real fast 
that he did not like that type 
of work. He then found his 
passion in recycling metal, 
which he really loved doing. 
He continued scrapping for 
the next 60 years.

The family had a viewing 
at Basham & Lara Funeral 
Care in Shafter on Sunday, 
Sept. 6. The funeral service 
at the Shafter Cemetery was 
Wednesday, Sept. 9.

Francisco “Kiko”
Verdugo

Aug. 30, 2020
It is with great sadness 

that the family of Francisco 
“Kiko” Verdugo announce 
his passing after a tough 
battle. He entered the flood-
gates of Heaven on Sunday, 
Aug.  30, 2020, at the age 
of 33.

Kiko will be lovingly 
remembered by his par-
ents, Rosa Acosta and Si-
mon Verdugo, and siblings 
Lore, Reyna, Julio, Fran-
cisca, Leobardo, Simon and 
Nelly. Kiko will be fondly 
remembered by his numer-
ous nieces and nephews, 
and the souls he touched 
throughout his life, includ-
ing his best friend, his pup-
py Piggy.

Kiko reunited at the 
pearly gates and golden 
streets with his brother 
Leonardo (Chano) and oth-
er family members.

He was full of life, had a 

contagious laugh, and lived 
for music and his family. 
You never knew what Kiko 
you would get -- the sweet-
est or the craziest. Many 
have shared laughs with 
his character, and he was a 
special soul, leaving a last-
ing impression on not only 
family but many others 
from different towns when 
he would be with his Mom. 
His legacy will live on, and 
he will always be our fam-
ily’s baby.

A true soldier until his 
last breath -- whether it 

was him faking a seizure 
to scare his sister while 
in the hospital, blowing 
kisses, sticking his tongue 
out or, more importantly, 
giving a thumbs-up no 
matter how bad things 
were. He fought the good 
fight and won the race. 
He reached his final des-
tination and soared high 
with his wings --  he’ll 
always be a warrior. 
“I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith.” 
– 2 Timothy 4:7 

A Celebration of Life 
in memory of Kiko will be 
held on Thursday, Sept. 10, 
from 6 to 10 p.m. at Bash-
am & Lara Funeral Care, 
343 State Ave., with Pastor 
Johnny Martinez presiding. 
A  graveside service will 
follow on Friday, Sept. 11, 
at 10 a.m. at Shafter Cem-
etery.

Barbara Ann Terry
1943 – 2020 

Barbara Ann Terry was 
born Aug. 29, 1943, to Wil-
liam E. and Eula Wooten 
in Olney, Texas. She lived 
with her family for a time in 
Arizona, then moved to Mc-
Farland, where she attended 
the local schools and gradu-
ated from McFarland High 
School in 1961.

She met Allen Terry, and 
they wed on May 16, 1964, 
and made Wasco their 
home, where they raised 
their three daaughters.

Barbara started working 
for the Wasco Elementary 

School District in 1976 as a 
teacher aide,. She was also 
the “lunch lady,” working in 
the cafeteria, and then be-
came the librarian.

Aside from being a wife 

and mother, this was the job 
she loved the most. She will 
always be remembered for 
the books she read to kids and 
how she made sure to deco-
rate the library in each book 
theme. Barbara loved to read, 
and she wanted to open up 
the world of books to the kids 
at school, and she did this like 
no one else could. Even after 
she retired from the school 
district, she was always rec-
ognized by former students 
as their favorite librarian.

Barbara and Allen attend-
ed Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Wasco for many years; she 
was a board member of the 

church. She loved going to 
church and singing hymns.

Barbara and Allen are 
lifetime members of the 
OFCC Car Club, where Bar-
bara served as treasurer for 
many years. She was also a 
member of the Buttonwillow 
Seniors Group, where she 
also served as treasurer.

Barbara was well loved 
by everyone she met; she al-
ways had a kind smile and an 
infectious laugh. She loved 
spending time with her fam-
ily and enjoyed trips with her 
friends, who she loved dear-
ly. Once you were her friend 
you were forever her family.  

Barbara was preceded 
in death by her father, Wil-
liam E. Wooten; her mother, 
Eula Wooten; her grand-
daughter, Cassandra Marie 
Terry-Luna; and numerous 
loving aunts and uncles.

Barbara is survived 
by her loving husband of 
56 years, Allen; beloved 
daughters Robin Villal-
pando (Danny), Kellie 
Montoya (Greg Ursery) 
and Stacie Joslin (Chris); 
her amazing grandchildren, 
Alysse Villalpando (fiancé 
Chris Hall), Jeffrey Mon-
toya (Lupita Magallanes), 
Vincent Villalpando (Alex 

Avila), Jacob Lopez (Sayde 
Parrish), Meghan Montoya, 
Matthew Lopez, Kimberly 
Schatz (Jesse) and Chase 
Joslin; and her cherished 
great grandchildren, Grace 
Benavides, Kylie Montoya, 
Dominic Montoya, Brady 
Villalpando and Aurelia 
Jade Lopez. She also  is sur-
vived by many dear family 
members and friends. 

Services will be held 
Friday, Sept. 11, at Wasco 
Memorial Park at 10 a.m. 
Visitation services will be 
held on Thursday, Sept. 
10, at Peters Funeral Home 
Chapel from 4 to 8 p.m.  

 Robert E. Duke,  85, 
of Bakersfield passed away 
Sept. 1 in Bakersfield. Pe-
ters Funeral Home Wasco.

Rodolfo Garcia Velarde,  
33, of Shafter passed away 
in Shafter Sept. 3. Basham-
Lara Funeral Care Shafter.

 Axel Matias Garin,  
19, of Wasco passed away 
in Wasco. Sept. 2. Basham-
Lara Funeral Care Shafter.

 Ignacio Martinez, Jr.,  
66, of Wasco passed away 
in Wasco. Sept. 5. Basham-
Lara Funeral Care Shafter.

 David G. Flores Solis,  
38, of Wasco passed away 
in Los Angeles Sept. 3. Pe-
ters Funeral Home Wasco.

 Rogelio Roy Olivo,  59, 
of Wasco passed away in 
Wasco. Sept. 3. Peters Fu-
neral Home Wasco.
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 2  AUTO/MOTORCYCLES
FOR SALE 2005 Chrysler 
300, $1,800 Clean Tags, 
NON-OP. NEW parts, custom 
rims, needs work etc. Call 
(661) 340-1544

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV to receive a major tax 
deduction. Help homeless 
pets. Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. Free 
Estimate and Pickup.  LA-
PETSALIVE.ORG 1-833-772-
2632 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-844-491-
2884 (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration 
by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 
Any condition, top $ paid! 
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 
1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@yahoo.
com (CalSCAN)
 
 5    MISC. FOR SALE
The difference in winning and  
losing market share is how 
businesses use their adver-
tising dollars. We deliver the 
largest consortium of  trusted  
news publishers in California 
and beyond. For more info on 
multi-market solutions call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their ad-
vertising dollars. Mark Twain 
said, “Many a small thing 
has been made large by the 
right kind of advertising”.  So 
why spend your hard-earned 
dollars on social media 
where you already have an 
audience? For more info call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their ad-
vertising dollars. CNPA’s Ad-
vertising Services’ power to 
connect to nearly 13 million 
of the state’s readers who 
are an engaged audience, 
makes our services an indis-
pensable marketing solution. 
For more info call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing an election is how 
campaign dollars are spent. 
Get the best ROI by using our 
deep relationships in every 
community in California. Our 
on-the-ground knowledge is 
indispensable to campaigns 
that want results. For more 
info on multi-market ethnic 
and non-ethnic solutions call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the door Omaha 
Steaks! Get 4 FREE Burgers. 
Order The Griller’s Bundle-
ONLY $79.99. 1-877-882-
4248 Use Code 63281PAM 
or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
family06 (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5. 1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 
24 hour oxygen use. Com-
pact and Lightweight. Get a 
Free Info kit today: 1-844-
359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator! No 
more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 
Call the Oxygen Concentra-
tor Store: 1-844-653-7402 
(Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on your diabetic sup-
plies! Convenient home ship-
ping for monitors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, call 
now! 1-855-702-3408. (Cal-
SCAN)

DIRETTV-Switch and Save! 
$39.99/month. Select All-
Included Package. 155 Chan-
nels. 1000s of Shows/Mov-
ies On Demand. FREE Genie 
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-888-641-5762 
(Cal-SCAN)

 6     MISC WANTED
BE WARY OF out of area com-
panies. Check with the local 
Better Business Bureau be-
fore you send any money for 
fees or services. Read and 
understand any contracts 
before you sign. Shop around 
for rates. 

 9        BUSINESS
        OPPORTUNITY
Become a published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing –Trusted 
by Authors Sine 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author’s 
Guide 1-877-538-9554 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
Cali (Cal-SCAN)

 10       SERVICES

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ 
BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief 1-888-508-6305. (Cal-
SCAN)

Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? NEW 
relief programs can reduce 
your payments. Learn your 
options. Good credit not nec-
essary. Call the Helpline 866-
305-5862 (Mon-Fri 9 a.m. -5 
p.m. Eastern) (Cal –SCAN)

Need some cash! Sell us 
your unwanted gold, jewelry, 
watches & diamonds. Call 
Gold Geek 1-844-905-1684. 
BBB A PLUS RATED. Request 
your 100 percent FREE, no 
risk, no strings attached ap-

praisal kit. Call today! (Cal-
SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for profes-
sional cleanup & maintain the 
value of your home!  Set an 
appt. today! Call 1-855-401-
7069 (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Av-
erage savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Eastern) (CAL-
SCAN)

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-in Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free 
toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-844-252-0740) 
(Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS has a 
story to tell! Get your mes-
sage out with California’s 
PRMedia Release-the only 
Press Release Service op-
erated by the press to get 
the press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-
288-6011 or http://prme-
diarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

Newspapers need to be 
in your mix! Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Adver-
tising. For more info email 
cecelia@cnpa.com or call 
(916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  that the 
average business spends 
the equivalent of nearly 1 
½ days per week on digital 
marketing activities? CNPA 
can help save you time 
and money. For more info 
email cecelia@cnpa.com 
or call (916) 288-6011 
(Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  7 in 10 
Americans or 158 million 
U.S. Adults read content 
from newspaper media each 
week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. 
For a free brochure call 916-
288-6011- or email cecelia@
cnpa.com. (Cal-SCAN)

Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Dis-
ability Attorneys! FREE Evalu-
ation. Local Attorneys Nation-
wide 1-844-879-3267. Mail: 
2420 N St NW, Washington 
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.) (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & 
Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top com-
panies! Call Now! 888-989-
4807. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW Information 
is power and content is King? 
Do you need timely access 
to public notices and remain 
relevant in today’s hostile 
business climate? Gain the 
edge with California News 
Publishers Association new 
innovative website capublic-
notice.com and check out the 
FREE One-Month Trial Smart 
Search Feature. For more 
information call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or www.ca-
publicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 

upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-508-6305.(CAL-
SCAN)

 17     REAL ESTATE
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-

ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

39 ACRE SELF SUFFICIANCY 
HOMESTEAD- $128 MONTH-
Outstanding buy on quiet-
secluded off grid northern 
Arizona homestead at cool 
clear 5,800’ elev. Entirely 
useable grassy meadowland 
with sweeping views of sur-
rounding red rock ridges. 
Situated within a secluded 
valley location surrounded by 
thousands of acres of unin-
habited wilderness. Bordered 
by 1,280 acres of uninhabit-
ed State Trust land. Free well 

water access, rich loam gar-
den soil, and ideal year round 
climate. No urban noise and 
dark sky nights. Zoned for 
livestock. Camping and RV 
use ok. Maintained road ac-
cess. On Special at $19,990, 
$1,990 dn. with no qualifying 
seller finacing. Free brochure 
with similar property descrip-
tions, photos/terrain maps/ 
weather data/ nearby pioneer 
town info. 1st United Realty. 
1-800-966-6690 (Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST 
CASH - Any Condition. Fam-
ily owned & Operated . Same 
day offer!  (951) 777-2518 
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM 
(Cal-SCAN)

Sherry Knapp
Loan Offi cer, DRE#01174802 • NMLS#242213

(661)758-3003
Cell: (661)303-9556
Fax: (661)758-3670
1001 7th Street, Suite E • Wasco, CA 93280
E-mail: knapp_she@yahoo.com
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Edwyna Lawrence, Realtor
CalBRE# 01291831

661-428-8882
edwyna@jordanlink.com
www.edwynalawrence.com

Build your dream home on 
this residential lot. $44,500

Room to roam with this 3 bdrm, 
2.75 bath on 1.5 acres. $230,000

Beautiful 4 bd, 3 bath home. 
7.1 acres. Plus extra large 
1100+ sq.ft. shop. $450,000

HOMES FOR SALE

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL A HOME IN 2020? 

Take the first step and call today!
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Melissa Martinez

Prestige Properties/ Miramar International
1518 Mill Rock Way Bakersfi eld, CA 93311

Cell (661)910-6515 • Lic.#02096564
Melissamartinez0418@gmail.com

Melissa.searchbakersfi eldareahomes.com

Find Homes in Bakersfi eld Area

	 17                         REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
2 units of 2500 sq ft each of rentable 

space and 15 storage units. 
All for $199,000.

Red Wagon Restaurant is for sale 50+ 
years plus as a restaurant in shafter. 

Can be a great Family run restaurant. 
Land + Business for sale $275,000

2 Industrial/Commercial 1/2 ac lots in 
Shafter on Ash Ave. Each $100,000

Sara Merlo, Realtor
661-717-1495

myrealtorsaramerlo@gmail.com
CALL SARA FOR EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

Mickie Harvey
Associate Broker • Certi� ed Property

Manager Specialist

Jim Graddy, Broker   Lic#00366083

746-1010

DRE01813239

We are locally owned 
& operated

If you are ready to sell or buy 
give us a call today!

GRADDY
& COMPANY
REAL ESTATE

MLS Service | DRE 00366083
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Martinez
Home Repair &

Remodeling
Drywall, Electrical, Roofing, 

Framing & Painting
Miguel 661.340.5888

LONE STAR
PLUMBING
– Certified Plumber –

661-573-1049
• Repairs • Remodels • Systems

Lic#1046399

Elegant Landscape 
& Maintenance

Sprinkler installation, repair, 
clean-ups, concrete work

sod & maintenance
Spanish/English

(661) 746-0243

6770 North West Ave.
Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93711
(559) 432-0681

Central California Directories

PROOF SHEET

Directory:

Date:
Ad Size:

Client:
Ad #: SFW19.04509b.eps

Wise Real Estate

DQCW
02/27/19

Real EstateShafter Wasco 2019

Is Phone Number Correct?
Is Address Correct?

Yes ___  No ___
Yes ___  No ___

___  Ad OK as is
___  Ad OK after indicated changes

Approved

Signature Date

Classification:

Please Return This Proof Within 3 Days
Central California Directories will not be held responsible for proof corrections after 3 days or incorrect information
approved by the customer. Failure to return Advertising Proof within 3 days will indicate approval of all ad copy.

Please fax signed proof to:
FAX (559) 432-9821

Residential • Commercial
Farm Land

Domino Castro
Broker

Lic # 01456828
760 East Lerdo Hwy. • Shafter, CA 93263

WISE REAL ESTATE

OFFICE: 661-746-3341

Mario Nuñez
Realtor

Lic # 02077489
Cell 661-472-7746

CELL: 661-428-9658

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Serving Shafter, Wasco & Kern County

Office: 661-746-3341 • Cell: 661-428-9658
760 East Lerdo Hwy • Shafter, CA 93263

SHAFTER & WASCO

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Domingo Castro, Broker - Lic.#01456828
Mario Nunez Saavedra, Agent DRE - Lic.#02077489

126 Golden West Ave - 3 bedroom, one 
bathroom and one Car Garage built in 1985, 
over 1,200 sf on a huge lot. Asking $209,950

Frito-Lay - 3 Bedrooms, 2 Barh, Manufactured 
Home, located in the Frito-Lay area on 1.25 
acre lot. Price to sell $199,950
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T

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 661-292-5100 
TO ADVERTISE

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

HOW TO 
ORDER
YOUR 

CLASSIFIED
​IN PERSON
​O​ur Offices ​at 

406 Central Ave., Shafter​. 
Open 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m.​

BY ​M​AIL
​Ma​il your ad, or prepay-

ment to our office: 
Shafter Press, P.O. Box ​
789, Shafter, CA 93263, 

​661-292-5100

BY FAX
Fax your ad to 

661-292-5077.

ONLINE
Send an email to clas-

sified@theshafterpress.
com or classified@

wascotrib.com

HOW ​T​O A​DVERTISE
​E​FFECTIVELY AND
​E​CONOMICALLY

  Our ​s​ales representa-
tives are pleased to help 
you compose the most 
effective ad at a minimum 
cost. Here are two key 
points to remember about 
your ads:
  1​. ​If it’s an item you’re 
selling, remember to in-
clude as much informa-
tion as possible The more 
potential buyers know 
about the item you have 
for sale​,​ the more interest 
they have in calling you.
  2​.​ Our reputation for 
Classified Advertising re-
sults is excellent. But not 
every potential buyer will 
read your ad on the same 
day. The majority of our 
private party advertisers 
take advantage of our 
discount rates. This sim-
ply means that you order 
your ad for ​two​ consecu-
tive issues, but should you 
get the results you desire 
before the ad has expired, 
you may call and cancel 
the ad and be refunded 
for the days the ad did 
not appear. Except for GR ​
– no refunds or changes 
accepted.

COPY ACCEPTANCE
The Shafter Press and 
Wasco Tribune reserves 
the right to revise, reclas-
sify, ​edit,, reject or cancel 
any ad at any time​ for any 
reason.​

GENERAL POLICY
 1. Rates and deadlines 
subject to change without 
notice.
 2. The Shafter Press and 
Wasco Tribune make ev-
ery effort to avoid errors 
in advertisements. Each 
ad is carefully read back 
for approval. However, 
mistakes sometimes slip 
through. We ask that you 
check your ad carefully. If 
you should find an error, 
report it to the Classified 
Department right away 
by calling  661-292-5100 
and asking for Classified. 
We regret that we cannot 
be responsible for more 
than one incorrect pub-
lication if you do not call 
the error to our attention. 
The Shafter Press and 
Wasco Tribune cannot 
be liable for an amount 
greater than the amount 
paid for such advertising.

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS..

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business
Name Statement

Dartfrog Volleyball Club
2020-B3813

15935 Quintero Pl.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
15935 Quintero Pl.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Katie Gardenhire
15935 Quintero Pl.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Melissa Sapp
3844 Meadowlake Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: Gen-
eral Partnership
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Katie Gardenhire
Date Statement Filed: 08/26/2020
Date Statement Expires: 08/26/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press September  
10, 17, 24, October 1, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

La Imperial Taqueria
2020-B3826

4208 Rosedale Hwy 308, 309
Bakersfield, CA 93308
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
422 James St. Suite #5
Shafter, CA 93263
La Imperial Taqueria
422 James St. Suite #5
Shafter, CA 93263

State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Cor-
poration
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Maria Solis, President
Date Statement Filed: 08/26/2020
Date Statement Expires: 08/26/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press September  
10, 17, 24, October 1, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

kern keys
2020-B3205

8609 Winlock Street
Bakersfield, CA 93312
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
8609 Winlock Street
Bakersfield, CA 93312
Madeline Najarian
8609 Winlock Street
Bakersfield, CA 93312
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
10/11/2017
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Madeline Najarian

Date Statement Filed: 07/21/2020
Date Statement Expires: 07/21/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press August 20, 27, 
September 3, 10, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
Big Joe’s Tacos

2020-B3291
230 Elm St.
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
230 Elm St.
Shafter, CA 93263
Jose Luis Ayon Espinoza
230 Elm St.
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 07-
10-2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Jose Luis Ayon Espinoza
Date Statement Filed: 07/25/2020
Date Statement Expires: 07/25/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press August 20, 27, 
September 3, 10, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Touch of Shine Mobile Wash
2020-B3408

456 Golden West Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern

Mailing address of business:
456 Golden West Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
Daniel Ramos Silva JR
456 Golden West Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Daniel Silva JR
Date Statement Filed: 07/30/2020
Date Statement Expires: 07/30/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Edmiaston
Publish Shafter Press August 20, 27, 
September 3, 10, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

SantaCruz Transport
2020-B3659

639 Wiedmann Ave 
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
639 Wiedmann Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
Abel Santa Cruz
639 Wiedmann Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
Stephanie Santa Cruz
639 Wiedmann Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Mar-
ried Couple
Date the business commenced: 05-
04-2015
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 

the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Abel Santa Cruz
Date Statement Filed: 08/14/2020
Date Statement Expires: 08/14/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press September 3, 
10, 17, 24, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Availability of Annual 

Financial Statements
Pursuant to Section 24275 of Cali-
fornia Water Code, notice is hearby 
given that the December 31, 2019 
Annual Financial Statements of the 
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District 
are available for inspection during 
regular business hour at the District 
Office.
The District Office is located at 
16294 Highway 43, Wasco, Califor-
nia 93280.
Dated: September 1, 2020
Sarah Pitts: Office Manager/Trea-
surer
Publish Shafter Press September 10, 
17, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF SHAFTER

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE SUMMARY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
September 1, 2020, the Shafter City 
Council adopted Ordinance No. 719.  
The following is the official summary 
of the adopted ordinance:   
Summary of Ordinance No. 719:  An 
Ordinance of the City Council of the 
City of Shafter, California Adopting 
the Addendum to the Negative Dec-
laration Adopted for Tentative Tract 
No. 6398 and Adopting Development 
Agreement No. 20-18 as Set Forth in 
Exhibit “1” of this Ordinance.

A printed certified copy of Ordinance 
No. 719 is available for inspection 
by any person at the office of the 
Shafter City Clerk, City Hall, 336 Pa-
cific Avenue, Shafter, California.  The 
ordinance was passed by the City 
Council on September 1, 2020, with 
the following vote:
AYES: Alvarado, Garcia, Givens, Lo-
pez, and Prout.
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAINING: None
Dated: September 2, 2020
Yazmina Pallares, City Clerk
Publish Shafter Press September 10, 
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF SHAFTER

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE
SUMMARY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
September 1, 2020, the Shafter 
City Council adopted Ordinance 
No. 720.  The following is the of-
ficial summary of the adopted or-
dinance:   
Summary of Ordinance No. 720:  
An Ordinance of the City Council 
of the City of Shafter, California, 
Amending Section 2.04.020 of the 
Shafter Municipal Code Relating to 
City Council Regular Meetings.
A printed certified copy of Ordinance 
No. 720 is available for inspection 
by any person at the office of the 
Shafter City Clerk, City Hall, 336 Pa-
cific Avenue, Shafter, California.  The 
ordinance was passed by the City 
Council on September 1, 2020, with 
the following vote:
AYES: Alvarado, Garcia, Givens, Lo-
pez, and Prout.
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAINING: None
Dated: September 2, 2020
Yazmina Pallares, City Clerk
Publish Shafter Press September 10, 
2020
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Requirements: Curiosity, writing ability and good 
communications skills with all kinds of people. 

Bilingual with knowledge of the area a plus. Reliable 
transportation and good work habits a must.

Serving our communities every day.

Hola, Vecino.
¡Hoy es un gran día para ahorrar dinero junto con tu oficina local de GEICO!

Trenea Smart  |  661-431-1780  |  2720 Calloway Drive, Bakersfield | geico.com/bakersfield

¡Ofrecemos 

Seguro de Hogar 

También!

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO

Para averiguar cuánto puedes ahorrar en tu seguro de auto y recibir una cotización, ponte en contacto con Trenea Smart.

Bakersfield

Periodical Postage
PAID

Shafter, CA
Permit 491700

Vol. 93  No. 10   •   Shaft er, California
Vol. 43  No. 10   •   Wasco, California 

Thursday, September 3, 2020

FREE!
UPDATES ONLINE AT THESHAFTERPRESS.COM AND WASCOTRIB.COM

WASCO

SHAFTER

SHAFTER

The High Speed Rail 

impacts the city in 

several negative ways.

Quality gas for a very low price!!!
Purchase 10 Gallons or more and get a free Fountain Drink!!!

Breakfast & Grill 3AM-12PM 
Call in your order 
at 661-746-6082.

Open Mon-Sat 3AM-2AM • Sunday 5am-1am127 S Shafter Ave, Shafter, CA 93263 Western Union, Money Orders, Pay Bills
Authorized for City of Shafter and PG&E Bills

Hot Deli All Day
Ice Cold Beer

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Lance Corporal Nathan Gonzalez graduated from the 

Marine Corps Military Police Academy at Marcordet Fort 

Leonard Wood, Missouri, on August 18, 2020.

Gonzalez received the Distinguished Honor Graduate 

by fi nishing at the top of his class with an average of 97.86 

throughout his training. He received letters of commenda-

tion and was meritoriously promoted to lance corporal.

Gonzalez is a 2019 Shafter High School graduate 

and is the son of Mike Gonzalez of Shafter and Tiffany 

Tatum-Knox of Wasco. He entered the Marine Corps in 

November of 2019 and graduated basic training with top 

shot or Company High Rifl e Expert in January.

Gonzalez will be stationed in Okinawa while begin-

ning his career as a military police offi cer.

“I joined the Marines to follow in my father’s footsteps 

and it has turned out to be one of the best experiences of 

my life,” Gonzalez said. “I have gained rapport with many 

new people from around the U.S. and I have been taught 

how to implement my job properly by some of the best 

instructors the Marine Corps has to offer.”

Gonzalez was originally supposed to attend a K-9 

Handlers Course at Lackland Air Force Base in San An-

tonio, Texas after he completed the Police Academy but 

that course is not operating at this time. Gonzalez intends 

to pursue the job as a K-9 handler by completing on the 

job training while in Okinawa.

Shafter High School graduate

to be a Marine Corps MP

Nathan Gonzales will be stationed in Okinawa.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Richland School District has named 

interim Superintendent Rosa Romero as the 

district’s permanent superintendent, signing 

a three-year contract. Romero had been the 

interim superintendent since late 2019, after 

the resignation of Dago Garcia. She is facing 

a school year that has begun with distance 

learning, which has 

been a requirement 

for districts in 

counties on the state’s 

watch list.
R e c e n t l y 

Governor Newsom 

announced that 

schools will be 

allowed to open 

the school site for 

a limited number of students, with an 

emphasis on allowing special education 

students to return, as those students have 

the greatest need for in-person learning.

Romero said the interview and selection 

process was a long one, but that it didn’t 

involve any other candidates, with the 

district focusing its attention on securing 

Romero for the position.

“I think that I am a really good fi t for 

the position, with my years of experience 

here in Shafter, and the relationship I have 

with the existing administration and the 

teachers,” she said.
Romero said the biggest challenge 

facing the district is the importance of 

giving children a quality education in this 

diffi cult time. “It 

is challenging, but 

we are dedicated to 

giving our kids a 

quality education, be 

it from a distance or 

in person,” she said.

Romero and 

her staff had had a 

plan in place that 

involved allowing 

students to return to school for the fall 

semester. Newsom’s announcement 

forced the district to switch to distance 

learning. The district then created a 

program that has the children able to do 

independent work throughout the day, 

while different groups read or do work 

with the teacher. The teacher is online all 

day, available for any problems that the 

Romero named Richland superintendent
Interim super was the only 

candidate to be interviewed

Rosa Romero is now the permanent superintendent of the Richland School District.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

The city has been negotiating with the 

High Speed Rail for almost 10 years and 
while the 
city has 

made several concessions, the HSR hasn’t 

been as forthcoming with the city, City 

Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernandez said at 

a meeting before the Sept. 1, 2020 City 

Council meeting.
Ortiz-Hernandez presented a staff re-

port that stated on April 18, 2017, the HSR 

asked the city to modify the HSR’s plans 

that were presented on Dec. 6, 2016 and 

the discussion was about the closure of 6th 

Street and the 6th Street railroad crossing 

where a plan was ap-

proved outlining the 

new construction of 

underpasses at both 

railroad crossings for 

6th and Poso Avenue.  

“Because it has 

been more than three 

years since the city 

approved the clos-

ing of 6th Street, the 

HSR has failed to provide a written agree-

ment outlining the specifi c terms and con-

ditions, including the detailed plans for its 

closure,” Ortiz-Hernandez said. “If they 

plan on building from 

Bakersfi eld to Los 

Angeles, the HSR 

will have to come up 

with additional mon-

ies.”
Another issue is 

that once the HSR is 

up and running, the 

Wasco Amtrak train 

will no longer be 

available, which means that residents will 

have to drive to Bakersfi eld to catch Am-

trak, causing additional pollution, gas con-

sumption and more vehicles on the road, 

which is the opposite of what the HSR indi-

cated in their earlier presentations that the 

goal of the HSR is to lessen the pollution in 

the San Joaquin Valley.

The HSR has put on several showcases 

in Wasco outlining the benefi ts of having 

the train run through Wasco; however, since 

it won’t stop in Wasco, the city won’t ben-

efi t from it, but the HSR impacts the city 

of Wasco in several negative ways such as 

having to relocate the farm labor camp be-

cause the tracks were too close to the for-

Council rescinds agreement to close 6th St.

See COUNCIL Page 8

See ROMERO Page 7

Romero said the district is creating a 

new vision in Shafter which includes 

giving the children an education that 

will make them ready for high school, 

college, the workforce, and a global 

economy that is changing daily.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

According to the Kern County Depart-ment of Public Health, Shafter showed a significant decrease in new coronavirus cases from last week, with a little over 40 new cases, compared to 200 the previous week. However, the decrease may be the result of a backlog of tests whose results have not been confirmed. There likely was a slight decrease, though, as a result of the closures of several buildings, including res-

taurants’ dine-in areas, city buildings, and other non-essential businesses.In a move to assist restaurants and re-tail stores trying to stay afloat, Shafter has waived the fees for temporary use permits for those restaurants and retail businesses that are turning their outdoor areas and parking lots into dining and sales areas.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Family-owned businesses are among the losers during the covid-19 pandemic.Familiar places that are part of the home-town landscape are shutting their doors and saying goodbye to longtime customers and friends.
Prior to Hoyett’s Facebook announce-ment last Saturday that they sold the long-time Wasco restaurant, Joyful Steps at 747 F Street held what looked like a large yard 

sale, which turned out to be its going-out-of-business sale.
Several attempts have been made to contact owners Christopher and Gabriella Carlsberg; however, no luck in being able to reach out to them. An email to the Bee busi-ness that Christopher owned bounced back and no one answered the telephone number on the business card.

JAMIE STEWART 
The Shafter PressThe schools in the Richland School District opened their doors, at least figuratively, on Aug. 6, beginning a first semester that will have the students learning from a distance, as they did at the end of the last semester.The district had planned for students to attending in per-son on an alternating basis, with one group going to school on Mondays and Tuesdays and another group going on Thursdays and Fridays, with the students distance learning the rest of the week.

But according to interim Superintendent Rosa Rome-ro, that plan 
was halted af-
ter Governor 
Newsom on 
July 17 put 
further restric-
tions on school 
districts.

“The gov-
ernor said that 
a county had 
to be off of the 
watch list for 
14 consecutive 
days, have mask requirements in place, which we did, and physical distancing practices in place. We did what we have control over, but unfortunately, Kern County didn’t qualify for in person learning,” Romero said.Distance learning was a challenge last year for the edu-cators and the families, Romero said. With more time to 

JAMIE STEWART 
The Shafter PressThe Shafter Children’s Summer Theater celebrated its 25th anniversary with three performances of The Lion King over the weekend. The performances were put on at Shafter’s Ford Theater and streamed for the audience to watch it virtually. The production was put on by Cris Starrh and her staff of volunteers.Starrh began the SCST when her children were small and needing something to do during the summer. In partnership with the Shafter Recreation Department and 

Shafter High School, they started the children’s theater with a production of “101 Dalmations.”The theater used kids in grades K-8, and after seeing the impact the plays had on children and the community, Starrh decided to keep it going after her kids aged out of the program.
Some other productions put on by the SCST were The Wizard of Oz, Beauty and the Beast, Cinderella, 
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FREE!
UPDATES ONLINE AT THESHAFTERPRESS.COM AND WASCOTRIB.COM

WASCO
SHAFTER

Quality gas for a very low price!!!Purchase 10 Gallons or more and get a free Fountain Drink!!!
Breakfast & Grill 3AM-12PM Call in your order at 661-746-6082.

Open Mon-Sat 3AM-2AM • Sunday 5am-1am

127 S Shafter Ave, Shafter, CA 93263
Western Union, Money Orders, Pay BillsAuthorized for City of Shafter and PG&E Bills

Hot Deli All Day
Ice Cold Beer

Breakfast and lunch 
will be provided free 

of charge, with various 
pickup locations.

Virus takes its toll

See VIRUS Page 5

See PAIR Page 5

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

As Wasco faces the consequences of ignoring recommendations in a decade-old study, City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernan-dez addressed the current water pressure problems in a report to the City Council on Aug. 4.
Ortiz-Hernandez said the city did not follow through with the more crucial parts of a water management study in 2007. That study made various recommenda-tions and while some of the less important suggestions were completed, the recom-

mendations for adding storage capacity and drilling additional wells were not realized.Ortiz-Hernandez said the city’s comput-er system issued low water pressure alerts in 2019 that also went unaddressed.“Had they been reviewed and analyzed, the city could have taken proactive steps to mitigate and avoid the issues we encoun-tered this spring and the expense we have incurred thus far,” he said. 
Mayor Tilo Cortez said 2007-08 was the beginning of the financial collapse and the 

recession. “The city was in a financial cri-sis and had to let go a significant number of staff,” he said. At the time, Cortez said, Larry Pennell was the city manager.Council members then were Cortez, 

Danny Espitia, Cherylee Wegman, Larry Pearson and Fred West. (West and Pearson have since passed away). Wegman said she didn’t know why the city is currently expe-

Well #5 is on 8th Street.

See WASCO Page 5

See CHILDREN'S Page 5

See SCHOOLS Page 5Ignoring water woes
costing city now

Kids perform Lion King
SHAFTER

The Lion King cast performed three shows over the weekend.

Schools open
with distance
learning only

WASCO

SHAFTER

The Shafter Press and Wasco 
Tribune are looking for a bright, 

creative reporter to help cover our 
communities, full time or part time. 

For more information, contact the publisher, Michael Schroeder, 
at mschroeder@TheShafterPress.com or call 860-839-3389.

Numerous individuals also stepped up, in-
cluding Craig and Debbie Haley, Phyllis 
Solko, Gloria Tapia, Melissa Bergen, Pastor 
Jim Neal and Cheryl Isaak. Shafter’s Healthy 
Start continues to assist school administra-
tors and staff by eliminating barriers that af-
fect students’ ability to learn by offering pro-
grams that help develop the child as a whole.

The Richland School District’s leader-
ship believes that a child’s ability to learn 
is affected by social, emotional, health, 
and economic factors outside of the class-
room. To ensure student success, the dis-
trict established the Department of Student 
and Family Services. The department’s pri-
ority is to assist and support teachers and 
administrators in eliminating barriers that 
are affecting student learning by develop-
ing and encouraging programs that address 
the whole child.

 Richland’s Department of Student and 
Family Services is committed to develop-
ing, coordinating, and maintaining strong 
partnerships with local organizations and 
providing resources to Shafter citizens.

 The department specializes in deliver-
ing services in the areas of transfers, child 
welfare and attendance, CHAMPS After 
School Program, Foster Youth, McKinney-
Vento Youth, custody of student records, 
assistance with information on short-term 
independent study programs; the School 
Readiness Preschool, and school, com-
munity, county connections for families 
through the Shafter Healthy Start Family 
Resource Program.

With the support from local businesses, 
organizations and members of the commu-
nity, Helo-Trevino said, Shafter’s children 
are reaping the benefits even in this chal-
lenging time.

Shafter Healthy 
Start thriving

Craig Haley of the Shafter Kiwanis presents Shafter Healthy Start with a check for $500.

From Page 1

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Wasco is now accepting applications for 
the Small Business Covid-19 Relief Grant 
Program.

The program aims to alleviate the im-
pact of the virus on small businesses and 

their employees. The city has committed up 
to $150,000 in one-time funds to create the 
program.

The objective of the grant is to enable 
small businesses to maintain their workforce.

Grants in the amount of $3,000 and 
$5,000 will be awarded to small businesses 
in Wasco that meet all eligibility criteria.

Recipients will have until December 30 
to spend the funds.

For a complete list of eligibility require-
ments, please visit www.cityofwasco.org.

Applications are available on the city 
website and can either be dropped off at 
City Hall, 746 8th Street, marked to the at-
tention of Mariana Sobolewski, or emailed 
to masoblewski@cityofwasco.org.

For further information and assistance, 
contact Sobolewski at (661) 758-7214.

City offers Covid-19 Relief grant opportunity
WASCO

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Kelly Richers, superin-
tendent of the Wasco Union 
Elementary School District, 
sent a statement to all staff 
at the district expressing 
his gratitude and support 
for everything that staff has 
done to make school work 
during the covid-19 pan-
demic.

Richers said that at first 
he wanted to wait until 
things stabilized; however, 
he realized that wasn’t go-
ing to happen anytime 
soon, so he decided to pen a 
memo to all in order to con-
nect with everyone involved 
in the education of the dis-
trict’s students.

Richers said that in May, 
after Governor Newsom an-
nounced the revised bud-
get, the district spent sev-
eral weeks reviewing how it 
could save $4 million in an-
ticipated funding shortages 
paid to the district. He said 
this shortfall could have in-
volved significant layoffs. 

“We spent the time 
identifying seniority lists, 
identifying the personnel 
required in both teaching 

and classified positions and 
determining exactly where 
personnel cuts would have 
to be made in the work-
force, instructional materi-
als and facilities,” Richers 
said. “Then in a flash, all 
this doomsday planning 
changed.”

A bill was passed in July 
by legislators that saved 

thousands in California 
school systems. This pre-
vented massive layoffs that 
could have taken place after 
the governor’s earlier an-
nouncement that districts 
would be facing the origi-
nally announced shortfalls. 
“This bill protected your 
job,” Richers saidd. “The 
bill’s specific provisions 
allowed districts to repur-
pose any employee within 
the district as needed, as 

declared in emergency co-
vid-19 regulations.” 

The district was at a 
point where it thought it 
was going to be able to be-
gin making long-distance 
plans after the summer for 
the fall; however, once Kern 
County was again placed on 
the governor’s watch list 
and in the purple category, 

it was clear that there would 
be no in-person school at 
all during the fall quarter. 
The county was ordered 
to shut its doors to all stu-
dents. This was announced 
after the district had made 
plans to open the schools 
for a limited in-person re-
turn to school. The district 
had made plans for a lim-
ited number of students to 
return to school on a stag-
gered schedule. 

Attendance continues to 
be an important issue with 
the California Department 
of Education’s attendance 
mandate. 

The Los Angeles Uni-
fied School District lost a 
lawsuit in which special 
education students and stu-
dents in special groups such 
as homeless and English 
learning students were not 
being given the education 
needed to fulfill their IEP 
plans. 

“The district intends to 
have a board-approved plan 
to offer face-to-face spe-
cial services,” Richers said. 
“We will meet with affected 
teachers and limit face-to-
face interactions as much 
as possible for our staff and 
students’ safety.”

Richers also hopes that 
by spring a vaccine will 
become available to allow 
face-to-face instruction or 
some expanded form. He 
expects things won’t be able 
to return to normal until the 
2021-2022 school year.

He also wanted to reach 
out to staff at the WUESD 
that the district office is 
aware of the expectations 

expected of everyone in the 
district during this unusual 
time. He recognizes how 
much has been placed upon 
educators and staff. He also 
wants everyone to know 
that the district recognizes 
that things are changing 
rapidly and the district rec-
ognizes the differing home 
situations, distance learn-
ing situation, technology 

knowledge level, morale 
and sanity. “The district is 
reacting to factors outside 
our control,” Richers said.

Richers confirmed to all 
staff that they are appreciat-
ed and they are appreciated 
by the students for their ef-
forts. He ended by thanking 
everyone for their contin-
ued efforts during this pan-
demic.

WUESD staff receive supportive 
letter from superintendent

Wasco Union Elementary School District Superinten-
dent Kelly Richers

“The district is reacting to 
factors outside our control.”

– Kelly Richers


