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In Gov. Gavin Newsom’s last covid-19 briefing held in 
December, he stated that he envisioned school reopening 
by February.

School districts are dif-
fering in their opinions.

Superintendent of the Wasco Union Elementary School 
District Kelly Richers has advised parents and staff that 
school will remain closed for the third quarter and nothing 
will be decided about reopening until closer to the fourth 
quarter. The high school remains the same as the elemen-
tary school district.

The amount of covid-19 cases continue to rise and the 
population is now faced with a mutation of the original vi-
rus, which means a person who has had the virus could 
possibly get it again, with different symptoms.

The number of cases in Wasco has risen from 4,143 
the week of Jan. 12 to 4,443 Jan. 19. With 1,189 recov-
ered compared to 1,027 Jan. 12, the number of recoveries is 
not increasing at the rate the infected numbers are raising. 
On Jan. 12, there were 605 presumed recovered while that 
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Farmers have felt the impact of the coro-
navirus pandemic as they have worked to 
keep residents fed and many have not been 
able to qualify for assistance programs.

Almost a year after the beginning of the 
pandemic, local farmers said the impact has 
been great.

 “We have seen a big slowdown in the 

movement of goods from one source to an-
other, either because of staff of truck driv-
ers hauling the goods, or the amount of 
people needed to load them,” said farmer 
Larry Kroeker, who grows almonds and 
pistachios.

Kroeker said that as far as his own farm-
ing business, he has had a few employees 

that have had to deal with the virus, with 
one of them off for over four months.

“We also had a couple more workers that 
had the virus and recovered with no issues,” 
he said.

 “The price of almonds has been greatly 
affected, with the price drastically lower 
than normal,” said Michelle McManus, of 
Wilson Ag Company.

Farmers have put in place guidelines re-

garding preventative measures and safety 
practices in place to keep the workers safe 
and healthy. 

“We have a lot of older workers, so one 
of our main goals and priorities was keep-
ing them healthy and helping them with 
guidelines and prevention information,” 
McManus said.

As farmers try to deal with the econom-

Farmers fail to qualify for assistance

See FARMERS Page 6

300 new cases 
reported in city

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Chamber of Com-
merce has canceled the annual 
Chamber of Commerce Awards 
Banquet, which was scheduled for 
February.

Each year individuals and orga-
nizations are nominated for their 
contributions in making the city a 
great place to live and raise a fam-
ily.

Last year’s recipients included 
Basham & Lara Funeral Care for 

their commercial remodel and 
Jackson Sanchez as the Young Per-
son of the Year. New Superinten-
dent of Richland School District 
Rosa Romero was also among the 
honorees as Educator of the Year. 

Originally the event was going to 
be rescheduled for March. The only 
issue was finding another caterer, 
because the caterer for the past few 
events is closed until further notice.

Facing the challenges of hold-

ing the event while adhering to the 
guidelines put forth by the state and 
county, and getting a new caterer 
that could work the event, the cham-
ber was hard-pressed to find a way 
to hold the event. The number of 
nominations was also down signifi-
cantly from past years.

A motion was made by Pam Wells 
to cancel the event at the chamber 
meeting Dec. 16 and it was seconded 
by Angie Nelson. The motion was 
carried and the event was shelved for 

Chamber cancels banquet, 
cites virus challenges TONI DEROSA

Wasco Tribune
The City Council introduced the Flock Safety Program 

during its meeting to help deputies read license plates.
This program gives the 

deputies automated license 
plate reading technology to utilize in responding to crimes 
committed in the city by reading license plate numbers and 
notifying the deputies if a vehicle is stolen. 

Sgt. Peter Martinez stated that the Flock system updates 
the list of stolen vehicles every two hours.

“Thirty-seven jurisdictions use the Flock Safety Pro-
gram,” said City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernandez.

The council unanimously approved the lease of 10 Flock 
Safety Program cameras to be placed strategically around 
the city at an installation cost of $2,500 per camera. The 
12-month cost of this program will be $25,000.

Cameras to read 
license plates 
approved for use

City Council and staff members via Zoom

See PROPERTY Page 8

See 16% Page 6

Jackson Sanchez was awarded the Young Person of the Year at last year’s event.

See CHAMBER Page 5

The Shafter Press and Wasco Tribune will have new of-
fices beginning Monday, Feb. 1. The paper's new address: 
406-E Main Kern St., Shafter, facing Central Avenue.

The City of Shafter is selling the building at 406 
Main St. where the Press is now, moving there 10 years 

ago after a fire destroyed its previous office near Five 
Points.

Office hours are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m, Monday through 
Friday. Masks are required, and appointments at are 
greatly appreciated by calling 661-292-5100.

A big move for The Press and Tribune
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SHAFTER
As reported by the Shafter 

Police Department
Jan. 11
Jodi Kay Bevelheimer, 

37, of Shafter, was arrested 
for theft extortion of a vehi-
cle, possession of identify-
ing information, on a felony 
bench warrant, possession 
of burglary tools and con-
trolled substance parapher-
nalia.

Humberto Lopez 
Ramirez, 44, of Shafter, 
was arrested for DUI/
drugs.

Jan. 12 
Alberto Luis Rosette Jr., 

30, of Shafter, was arrested 
for contempt: disorderly 
court order and on an out-
side agency warrant.

Juan Antonio Pena Ro-
jas, 40, of Shafter, was ar-
rested for burglary in the 
first degree, obstruction of 
a public officer and con-
trolled substance parapher-
nalia.

Jan. 13
Eladio Herrera, 23, of 

Shafter, was arrested on a 
felony bench warrant, on a 
misdemeanor bench war-
rant and possession of con-
trolled substance.

Eric Shane Jameson, 34, 
of Shafter, was arrested for 
robbery in the second de-
gree.

Jan. 14
Eladio Herrera, 23, of 

Shafter, was arrested for 
theft/extortion of vehicle.

Eric SantaMaria, 21, of 
Shafter, was arrested for 
obstruction of a public offi-
cer and disorderly conduct: 
alcohol.

Gabriel Cruz Jr., 35, of 
Shafter, was arrested for 
possession of controlled 
substance for sale, felony 
while on bail, driving with-
out license and controlled 
substance paraphernalia.

Jan. 15
Joshua Mark Hutchins, 

27, of Shafter, was arrested 

for possession of burglary 
tools, controlled substance 
paraphernalia and disorder-
ly conduct: under influence 
of drugs.

Jodi Kay Bevelheimer, 37, 
of Shafter, was arrested on a 
felony bench warrant and 
possession of burglary tools.

Jan. 16
Nathan McPhetridge, 

21, of Shafter, was arrested 
for disorderly conduct: al-
cohol.

Rodolfo Gerardo Men-
doza, 30, of Shafter, was 
arrested for under the in-
fluence of a controlled 
substance, possession of 
burglary tools and on a mis-
demeanor bench warrant.

BUTTONWILLOW
As reported by the Button-

willow Substation 
Jan. 13
Rome Zaragoza, 42, of 

Shafter, was arrested in 
the 18000 block of Beech 
Avenue in Shafter for ex-
hibiting a deadly weapon 
and vandalism.  He was 
booked into the Kern 
County Jail.

Jan. 14
Juan Humberto Loza, 

23, of Buttonwillow, was 
arrested at the intersection 
of 7th Standard Road and 
Buttonwillow Drive in But-
tonwillow for being in pos-
session of a stolen vehicle 
and for violating a court or-
der.  He was booked into the 
Kern County Jail.

Jan. 15
Alex Sanchez, 45 of 

Shafter, was arrested in the 
20600 block of Tracy Av-
enue in Buttonwillow on 
a felony warrant.  He was 
booked into the Kern Coun-
ty Jail.

WASCO
As reported by the Wasco 

Substation
Jan. 11
Vinson Callahan, 61, 

of Wasco, was arrested in 
the 700 block of F Street 
on his active misdemean-
or bench warrant.  He was 
cited and released at the 
scene. 

Bernardo Montanez, 
34, of Wasco, was ar-
rested in the 1000 block 
of Broadway Avenue for 
felony evading a police of-
ficer, prohibited owner of 
ammunition, prohibited 
possession of a firearm, 
possession of a concealed 
carry weapon, on an active 
felony bench warrant, mis-
demeanor reckless driving 
in an off-street parking fa-
cility, obstruction of a po-
lice officer, driving without 

a license, and destroying or 
concealing evidence.  He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail. 

Jan.13
Brycen Dugan, 28, of 

Wasco, was arrested in the 
1200 block of E Street for 
felony possession of a sto-
len vehicle.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.

Jan.17
Miguel Perez, 42, of 

Wasco, was arrested in the 
1300 block of E Street for 
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery.  He was cited and re-
leased at the scene.

Juan Pablo Sanchez, 38, 
of Shafter, was arrested at 
the intersection of High-
way 43 and Highway 46 for 
misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol.  He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.
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SHAFTER

ONGOING
Warm clothing drive — District 4 Su-

pervisor David Couch is collecting blan-
kets, coats, gloves, hats, scarves and socks. 
Donations will benefit families in District 
4. To schedule an in-person pickup, call 
661- 868-3680.

 Utility bills — The City of Wasco re-
minds residents that the city’s official web-
site is the only authorized avenue to pay 
your utility bill online.

Covid-19 testing — There will be free 
covid-19 testing Wednesdays and Sundays 
at the Wasco Library, 1102 7th St., Wasco. 
If you have insurance, they will be billed. 
Appointments can be made at lhi.care/co-
vidtesting or call 888-634-1123. Donde? 
Biblioteca de Wasco 1102 7th St, Wasco. 
Si no tiene acceso de internet llame al 
(888)634-1123.

Reopened — Shafter City Hall has re-
opened to the public from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Hours for the finance department are 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Call 661-746-5000.

Food2Door — The program delivers 70 
pounds of food once a month to seniors 65 
and older, sponsored by the City of Shafter 
CAPK and Kern County. Call 661- 498-
7831 ext. 1310 to find out if you’re eligible 
for the program.

CAPK y el Condado de Kern “Programa 
FOOD2DOOR” atienden a personas may-
ors de 65 años . Una caja de comida de 70 
libra cada mes se entrega directamente en 
la puerta. El programa no se basa en los 
ingresos, está diseñadopara mantener a 
las personas ensus hogares y mantenerse 
saludables para que podamos vencer al 
COVID-19. Llame al 661-498-7831 ext. 
1310 Para averiguar si es elegible para el 
programa e inscríbase hoy mismo.

TUESDAY
Senior lunch program — The senior 

sack program gives out lunches to seniors 
every first and third Tuesday of the month 
at 11 a.m., sponsored by the Golden Glean-
ers. Griffith Avenue Baptist Church, 408 
Griffith St., Wasco.

THURSDAY
Wasco Recreation & Park Board — 

Meetings are on every 3rd Thursday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Hall at Barker Park, 
Wasco.

FRIDAY
Food giveaway — The Impact Pro-

gram is a weekly food giveaway provid-
ed to anyone in need, Fridays beginning 
at 7 a.m., first come, first serve. Griffith 
Avenue Baptist Church, 408 Griffith St., 
Wasco.

Community Calendar
As activities restart and businesses reopen, we will try to update readers on the status 

of events and activities throughout the area. Please contact Erica Soriano with additions 
and changes at esoriano@TheShafterPress.com or call 661-292-5100 by Monday at 4 
p.m. for that week’s paper.

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Shafter Historical Society. If you know the loca-
tion, circumstances, exact or rough date and/
or people in the photo, send your educated (or 
semieducated) guess to The Press, 406 Central 
Ave., Shafter 93263, or e-mail it to mystery-
photo@The ShafterPress.com. Winners will be 
revealed here next week. LAST WEEK: 1992 
Kiwanas Booth Gary Ingles

HEADLINES IN HISTORY

CHECK US OUT ONLINE: SHAFTERPRESS.COM & WASCOTRIB.COM

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Wasco Historical Society. If you know the location, 
circumstances, exact or rough date and/or people 
in the photo, send your educated (or semieducat-
ed) guess to the Tribune, 406 Central Ave., Shafter 
93263, or e-mail it to mysteryphoto@WascoTrib.
com. Winners will be revealed here next week. 
LAST WEEK: Thomas Jefferson 1941 Student 
Council members and their advisor

Compiled by Erica Soriano
10 years ago: Jan. 26, 2011
Shafter City Council honored 

Wasco residents Wayne Ketcherside 
and Damaso Quintanilla for their 
hard work during the 2010 December 
floods.

20 years ago: Jan. 31, 2001
The Shafter Chamber of Com-

merce awarded Leland Bell with the 
Agriculture Award of the Year.

30 years ago: Feb. 6, 1991
Deanna Rodriguez-Root was 

awarded the Parent Volunteer Award. 
The 16th annual California Associa-
tion of Bilingual Education conference 
was held in Anaheim.

WASCO
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SHAFTERJAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The City Council approved an ordinance 
change that would allow the sales and re-

pair of fire-
arms in the 
city.

A zoning 
change was 
required to 
make this 
possible. A 
p r o p o s e d 
b u s i n e s s , 
which will 
sell fire-
arms, as 
well as re-
pair them 
and sell am-
munition, is 

slated to open on Central Avenue in down-
town. The location would also sell other 
sporting goods equipment.

There is a requirement that goes with 
the ordinance, which states that the busi-
ness would have to get a permit approved 
by the Shafter Police Chief that stipulates 
that there is sufficient storage for the fire-
arms and adequate protection from theft of 
the firearms and ammunition. 

The council also approved a resolu-
tion that will combine proposed Commu-
nity Block Grant Funds that have been 
allocated to Shafter from Kern County 
that is slated to go to improving the city’s 
parks.

In total, the funds would make around 
$400,000 available for the projects. Proj-
ects discussed have been improved lighting 

at Veterans Park and Mannel Park, includ-
ing lighting of the soccer fields at Veterans 
Park, as well as illuminating the walking 
paths in the park. Other projects discussed 
have been a dog park at Mannel Park, as 
well as additional lighting for security pur-
poses.

If approved, the city is hoping to start the 
projects within six months, if the funds are 
made available in that time frame.

There will be further discussion on the 
specifics of the projects once the funds have 
been secured.

The council also welcomed Rocio 
Mosqueda as the city’s new accounting 
manager at their recent meeting. Mosque-
da comes to Shafter with over 20 years of 

finance-related experience in city govern-
ment.

She was account manager for Wasco, as 
well as the past nine years at McFarland in 
the same capacity.

“I am excited to join this wonderful 
team here in Shafter. I am grateful for the 
opportunity and look forward to working 
with this staff,” said Mosqueda.

The position became available with the 
retirement of Sylvia Granillo. She had tak-
en the reins after the resignation of Jim Zer-
vis, who took a position with the County 
of Kern.

“We want to welcome Rocio and think 
that we are very fortunate to have her on 
board,” said Mayor Cathy Prout.

Wolfgang H. Renken OD Inc
1301 Seventh Street, Wasco, CA 93280

(661) 758-6320

• Eye Examination

• Primary Care

• Eye Glasses

• Contact Lenses

“Because life is worth seeing”

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

A new telephone scam is targeting Kern 
County residents.

 A caller claims to be with the Kern 
County Sheriff’s Office or leaves a message 
or voicemail and tells the recipient they 
have a warrant that has been issued as well 

as a missed court date and that an arrest 
warrant has been issued. The caller then re-
quests money is wired to an open account 
to take care of an arrest.

The sheriff ’s office warns everyone 
that this is a scam. You can research the 

matter prior to providing any funds or 
personal information. Trace the organiza-
tion’s phone number online and contact 
them directly. When making the call, ask 
for the caller’s name, employee identifi-
cation number and call back number and 
why they are calling as well as ask for a 
reference number. 

This information can be used to trace 
back the organization that can be contacted 
directly. 

If you receive suspicious calls that you 
believe to be a scam, you are urged to con-
tact the sheriff’s office communication cen-
ter at 661-861-3110 or your local law en-
forcement agency.

Deputies warn about telephone scam
WASCO

WASCO

SHAFTER

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

Frank Sanchez is a busy man, running a 
business along with being a pastor at New 
Generation Church. His business, Frank 
Sanchez Ag LLC, has been grinding trees 
and prepping orchards for 17 years.

“We do vine and orchard removal and 
grinding trees,” said owner Frank Sanchez. 
“We prepare land for new plantations, rip-
ping the land three to six feet deep. We do 
removal of grapevine orchards and tree re-
movals.”

Thirty-one employees work for the com-
pany and that includes Sanchez’s children 
and other family members. 

“I am most proud of my family,” San-
chez said. “They are my biggest pride and 
joy.”

Sanchez has been a lifelong resident of 
Wasco and he and his wife, Marilu, share 
ownership of the company.

Sanchez stated that his father influenced 
him to work hard at anything he wanted, 

and his wife helped encourage him to start 
his own business.

The Sanchez family is a spiritual family. 
“We love God and put him first in every-

thing that we do,” Sanchez said. 
Sanchez is the pastor of New Generation 

Church on Central, which they founded in 
2011. 

“We are very honored to serve as pastors 
helping the community together with our 
church members,” Sanchez said. “We are 
a non-denominational, bilingual (English 
and Spanish) church that all of our church 
positions are voluntary, including ours as 
pastors, (which means that no one gets paid 
— including us).

New Generation Church recently held a 
free Thanksgiving meal for all community 
members during November, and they ran 
out of food after serving over 100 meals. 

The company is located at 640 East St., 
and can be reached at 661-240-5908.

Ag company prepares land for planting

An excavated prepares the land.A loader removes trees for grinding.

Business can sell, 
repair guns in city after 
ordinance change

Members discuss a change to an ordinance to allow the sales of firearms in the city.

Rocio Mosqueda has over 
20 years of experience in 
city government service.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Richland School District has re-
cently implemented a return to classroom 
plan that has the board, as well as the com-
munity, at odds.

The district has started a hybrid return 
to school plan that has students in the 
classroom for in-person instruction. Small 
cohorts are in classrooms, with no more 
than 16 students in one class. Not all teach-
ers and students are on board with the new 
plan. 

With the invitation out there for students 
to return to the classroom, about 20% of the 
students are showing up for in-person in-

struction, with the majority of the students 
being kept at home to continue distance 
learning.

A petition has been gathering signatures, 
stating that the move to in-person instruc-
tion is premature and is putting the teach-
ers in a position that is very uncomfortable. 
Jeff Ingle, a teacher for the Richland School 
District, is one teacher who does not agree 
with the new plan. 

“I think that it would be better to wait to 
return to the classroom until the vaccines 
have been received,” said Ingle. Ingle’s 
wife, Rebekah, started circulating the peti-

tion. The petition states that the Richland 
School Board has rejected a plea to return 
to distance learning until it is safer for the 
teachers and students to do so.

It also says that once the teachers are 
fully vaccinated, there would be a far less 
chance that in-person learning would be 
paused due to a teacher’s illness or expo-
sure.

The issue is also causing a split on the 
issue for the board. Board member Tony 
Aguirre said that he voiced his opinion to 
the board, thinking that the move to in-per-
son learning is premature and that he thinks 
that the district is not ready. 

“With the high proportion of cases in the 

community of Shafter, I think that it is too 
early to begin this plan. We would be better 
to wait until the issue is more under control 
for the safety of our students and staff,” said 
Aguirre.

Aguirre also went on to say that he un-
derstands the need for students to return to 
the classroom, including the hardship a lot 
of parents have when it comes to child care.

“We don’t need to get into a situation 
where the classrooms are opened up and 
then closed again, which is hard on the par-
ents when trying to arrange for child care,” 
he said.

Messages left at the Richland School 
District office went unanswered.

Residents, board battle over return to school

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressDue to the pandemic, the com-munity is facing a holiday season 
fi lled with 
uncertainty and caution. Thanks to the com-munity spirit alive and well in the city, this holiday season will still be merry and bright.

Headed up by Margaret Ramirez, Shafter Healthy Start has its hands in several events this holiday sea-son. One event is the Hams to the Needy event that will take place on Dec. 17. A number of hams were purchased with funds donated by Bank of the Sierra.
 In addition to the hams, Ramirez and her crew were able to put to-gether over 70 gift bags for the se-niors of Shafter, for their Caring for Shafter’s Seniors program. The group will be presenting bags fi lled with toiletries, a pecan pie, socks, a blanket, among other items that they may need to over 70 seniors.On Dec. 21, Shafter Healthy Start will be partnering with the Shafter Police Department in their Tie the Knot for the Kids’ Sake event. Shafter Police Department offi cers will be delivering pairs of shoes to children. 

The Shafter Police Offi cers As-sociation has raised $1,000 so far for the cause. Their goal is $5,000. If you are interested in helping 

Shafter Healthy Start with their goal, go to 300 North Valley St. to the Shafter Healthy Start offi ce. You can also call 661-746-8692 for more information on this and other proj-ects going on this holiday season.Shafter resident Javier Barba has donated toys for 120 children for a 

program called Outskirts Christmas St. Nicholas. Barba will be going all over the outskirts of Kern County, from as far north as Delano, to Mc-Farland, Shafter, Wasco and other outlying areas. He provided all of the toys for this program and is also delivering all of the toys himself.
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TONI DEROSA
Wasco TribuneThe number of positive covid-19 tests continues to rise in Wasco and Shafter.Schools remain the same as they were prior to the most-recent closure with only those students already in school — special education, ED, students at risk and special 

needs students — continue to receive a lim-ited time of their education in person.On Dec. 2, Gov. Gavin Newsom placed 41 of the 58 counties back in the most re-strictive purple tier and considered placing a curfew on businesses’ hours of operation. 

Salons are closed. Restaurants that had just begun offering in-person dining had to immediately shut that service down and of-fer take out only. Gyms, non-essential busi-nesses and city government offi ces have shut their doors to the public and are con-ducting business by either the telephone or online.

On Dec. 4, Newsom ordered new stay-at-home orders as an “emergency brake” to curb the spread of COVID-19 in California.He broke the state into fi ve regions: Northern California, Greater Sacramento, Bay Area, San Joaquin Valley and South-ern California. He is concerned about the 

County closed down, virus cases surgeWASCO

See ICU Page 8

Events help bring the 
holidays to the community

TONI DEROSA
Wasco TribuneIntelligent, mature and engaging are words often used to 

describe third-grader Jacquelyn Isabelle Silva from Maple 
School.

Only 9 years old, Jackie displays a maturity beyond her young years. She began 
with a lemonade stand and with that money, purchased 

toiletries for resi-
dents of Golden 
Living and Car-
rington House in 
Shafter. 

“Jackie made 
$456.11 and 
asked her dad to 
pay up since he 
said he would 
match what she 
earned. She 
ended up with 
$912.22.” her 
mother Maria 
Silva said. “We 
were able to buy 
tons of cat and 
dog food that 
Jackie was able 
to donate to 
the Wasco and 
Shafter animal 

shelters.”
Maria said that John, the manager at Tractor Supply on 

Calloway, gave them his employee discount and also donat-

Maple School 
girl gives back to 
the community

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressGilbert Alvarado, Chad Givens and Pete Espinoza were 
sworn into the City Council at its recent meeting. Council member Espino-za took his seat on the coun-cil, replacing outgoing council member Manuel Garcia.The next matter at hand was the selection of the position 

of mayor. Alvara-
do nominated Ce-
sar Lopez. Givens 
nominated Cathy 
Prout. After tak-
ing a vote for the 
mayor’s position, 
Prout was unani-
mously selected 
as mayor for the 
next two years.

Givens was 
selected as mayor 
pro-tem with a 
unanimous vote.

The council 
then selected rep-
resentatives for a 
number of orga-
nizations through-
out Kern County. 
The Kern Council 
of Governments 
will have Prout serving as Shafter’s representative, with Es-
pinoza as the fi rst alternate.Givens was chosen as representative for the San Joaquin 

Prout selected 
as mayor

Mayor Cathy Prout

See NEW Page 3

See GIRL Page 3

Jackie stands in front of her lemon-ade stand in September.

The Shafter Lions Club gave Shafter Healthy Start a check for their programs.

Bank of Sierra presents a check to Shafter Healthy Start.
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SHAFTER

WASCO

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe city is still being bombarded by new coronavirus cases, as there were 127 new cases last week. This brings the total of con-firmed cases in Shafter to 2,450. This figure is very high on a case per population graphic. For example, in the Ba-kersfield 93308 area code, which includes Oildale and northern parts of Bakersfield, they have a population of over 50,000 peo-ple and have just 600 more confirmed cases of the virus than Shafter, with our popula-tion of just over 20,000 people. This calcu-lates to about 10% of our population.

The city is working hard to slow the spread of the virus, with the continuation of the Wear to Care mask campaign, which has gained a lot more support in recent weeks. The city is also providing sugges-tions to prevent the spread of the virus.City buildings are still closed to the pub-lic, with customers being served at a win-dow at the back, in the alleyway.They also are working to repair the dam-age done to the IT system that took place when the system suffered a malware attack that caused the systems to be shut down. 

Utility bills can still be paid at the window. During this time, they will not be impos-ing late fees to bills that are not paid by the posted due date.
Restaurants in town went back to take-out and delivery options, with a number of the businesses offering a full menu.Local stores have stayed open with face covering and social distancing guidelines in place, helping to keep the customers and staff safe and healthy.

For more information on the city’s ser-vices that are offered in this time of the pandemic, call the city hall building at 661-746-5001.

10% of city has coronavirus

Shafter is using these digital signs for its Wear to Care campaign.

It was a year many of us will remember for all the wrong 
reasons.

Never has there been so much change in so little time. 
The coronavirus took us all by surprise, never realizing 
how it would affect our lives. How could we have expected 
everyone to wear face masks and asking those close to us 
to stay away (well, at least six feet). Or the stock market 
to reach new records every day of the week the last week 
of a year in which we hit over-the-top levels of unemploy-
ment and spent trillions of dollars we didn’t have to keep the economy from sinking? And in the middle, protests and counterprotests throughout the coun-

try about the treatment of minorities at the hands of institu-
tions, and even the movement to “defund police.”And then there was a presidential election like there 
never was before, with this environment as a backdrop. No tra-ditional conventions, a campaign (mostly) waged in social media and televised debates, followed by a fractious vote that extended over a month and almost took longer to count.
Even these papers had to make moves we never expected, combining the 

strength of two communities into one.But we came through it all, despite it all. We end the 
year with hope. We’re starting to get vaccines that may al-
low us to get back to what we remember as normal life. 
Back to being together, sharing meals and special times 
with those that we care about. Being able to see our loved 
ones to share good times and bad. Being able to be there 
when we are needed most.

Starting the 
comeback year

JAMIE STEWARTWASCO TRIBUNE2020 will always be referred to as the Year of the Virus, but the city managed to thrive during the pan-demic.
Here is a brief look at the year.JANUARY
In January, at a City Council meeting, three people said they were 

concerned on the increase of crime. They cited instances of drug-related crimes, as well as instances of shots being fired. They questioned the council on how often deputies patrol the streets and how many deputies are on shift at one time. Deputy Public Works Director 

Chuck Soblewski presented two options to the council to get rid of graffiti. Option 1 included hiring two new personnel, purchasing a new vehicle and graffiti abatement equipment with Measure X funds, which would cost the city $651,000 over five years or $130,000 per year. Option 2 called for adding overtime 

Wasco was full of ups and downs in 2020

JAMIE STEWARTWasco TribuneFresh on the heels of the second ho-micide in the city in a one-week period, a roundtable discussion was held to address the issue.
Hosted by council members Tilo Cortez and Vincent Martinez, the Zoom meeting had over 20 people in attendance includ-

ing community members Hector Moreno, Orquida Ocampo, Elizabeth Maartinez and Tracy Clendanan of the Orange Hearts Foundation.
Martinez, who is a former sheriff’s dep-uty with the Kern County Sheriff’s Depart-ment, gave the group an update on the cases 

in question and what law enforcement of-ficials are saying.
“In both shootings, law enforcement of-ficials believe that they are gang related,” said Martinez. “With the way the shooting was done, it appears that it was a gang hit.”In recent years, the violence has esca-lated in the city, which has residents very concerned and frightened about the future 

of Wasco.
Martinez said that one main reason that is given for the uptick in violent crime in town is the lenient policies in place when it comes to arresting individuals and how they are sentenced. Martinez gave an ex-ample of one of the suspected shooters. “The suspected shooter in one of the 

Council meets to address rise in crimeWASCO
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The city is seeing an increase in confirmed cases of co-

vid-19, despite a face covering campaign and businesses 

adhering to safety 

guideline designed 

to stall the spread of 

the virus.
City buildings 

have been closed 

to the public, with 

customers being 

serviced through a 

window at the back 

of the city building, 

as well as serving 

customers by ap-

pointment only that 

require an in-person 

interaction.
There have been 

a total of 2,017 confirmed cases in Shafter, with almost 800 

of those cases confirmed recoveries. There were 185 new 

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

The covid-19 virus changed the landscape of education 

in the country in 2020 and the school districts are sticking 

to their previously 

stated positions. 

There are now two new vaccines available by Pfizer and 

Moderna that have been approved by the FDA. The initial 

dose of the vaccine will be made to health care personnel 

and residents of long-term care facilities.

The positive numbers continue to rise in Wasco. On 

Dec. 18, the total number of cases was 1,217 which rose to 

3,115 as of Dec. 22. The number of recovered patients on 

Dec. 18 was 732 and that number has increased slightly to 

735 as of Dec. 22. The number of presumed recovered on 

Dec. 18 were 295 while that number has also increased to 

599 recovered on Dec. 22.

The numbers in Shafter are also on the rise in the num-

ber of cases with 1,932 on Dec. 18 to an increase of 2,103 

Dec. 22. There were 768 recovered on Dec. 18 and now 

there are 792 recovered. The number of presumed recov-

ered on Dec. 18 was 472 and that has increased to 502 pre-

sumably recovered.

Distribution of the vaccine is supposed to be available to 

hospitals and medical facilities; however, Adventist Health 

in Wasco did not have it as of Dec. 22 nor does Vanguard 

have any of the vaccine. Vanguard stated that they had it on 

order, but haven’t received it yet. 

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The covid-19 vaccine has arrived in the 

city and healthcare workers will be the first 

to receive it.

The vaccine is being given out in tiers, 

with the first tier beginning with those 

persons most at risk, including workers in 

acute care facilities, skilled nursing facili-

ties, and EMTs, paramedics and dialysis 

centers. 
They are also giving vaccines to resi-

dents in long-term care facilities, who have 

existing conditions that could make the 

contraction of the virus especially danger-

ous.
This will be followed by tier two, which 

will be workers in intermediate care facili-

ties, rural health care clinics, as well as ur-

gent care centers. It will also include com-

munity health workers, and those people 

who work in primary health care clinics, 

and correctional facility clinics.

Tier three groups will be dental clinics, 

pharmacies, and laboratory workers. 

The vaccines, according to health of-

ficials, will be available eventually to the 

general public, as the supplies improve. 

Currently, the supplies are very limited and 

have to be rationed out to those most at risk. 
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The annual Christmas Tree dis-

play at the Shafter Depot Museum is 

in full swing and has attracted hun-

dreds of residents to see this year’s 

collection of decorated trees. 

This year’s theme is the Colors of 

Christmas and businesses and orga-

nizations in town have put their own 

spin on the theme, from everything 

from a gold and silver display to a 

tree that had just about every color 

of the rainbow.

According to Stan Wilson, cura-

tor at the Shafter Depot Museum, 

the event has adhered to the state’s 

safety guidelines, with face cover-

ings worn by everyone and the dis-

play set up using a one-way path 

through the museum, which helped 

everyone follow the social distanc-

ing protocol.

There were a total of 15 trees on 

display, competing for the title of 

Most Popular and bragging rights 

for the year. 

Tree display lights up 

Depot Museum with 

Christmas cheer

Caleb and Levi Gonzales take a tour of the trees for Levi’s seventh birthday.

Vaccine arrives; healthcare workers first in 
See MUSEUM Page 8

Experts pleas:

Only small groups

this holiday season

Cases continue 

to rise, county 

at a stand still

Apple Market is still serving 

customers, adhering to the 

mask requirement.

See CASES Page 4

See STATE Page 4

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Colours Committee 

has announced that the 2021 festival 

has been canceled.

“We are sorry that we have had 

to come to this conclusion, but we 

will see you all in 2022,” said Larry 

Starrh, one of the founders of the 

festival.

Starrh, along with several other 

community members, wondered a 

few years ago what would happen 

if they brought together a group of 

events, all related to a form of trans-

formed art. They welcomed theater, 

an art gallery, movies, sculptures, 

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

Covid-19 isn’t something 

to take lightly. From personal 
experi-
e n c e , 

it can be terrifying when you 

continue having new and dif-

ferent symptoms on a daily 

basis.
I am one of the lucky 

ones who did not experi-

ence a high fever to give me 

an idea I had it. The fever 

is what let me know I still 

had the virus; however, what I got was a horrible headache 

before I knew I had been exposed and infected. Regular 
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Highway 43 between Los Angeles and 

Galpin streets may be expanding after the 

City Council approved a survey.

Shoulder work will be done along this 

route, increasing the safety of the roadway.

The work has been discussed for months, 

with studies being done to compare the fea-

sibility of the project to the needs of the 

project.
The city has turned to companies to 

complete the survey in a timely manner so 

they will be able to use the funds available.

In 2019, Shafter received $1.5 million 

from the Federal Transportation Improve-

ment Program  Program for the city to con-

struct paved roadway shoulders at Santa Fe 

Way between Los Angeles Avenue and Gal-

pin Street. This construction funding is in 

the FTIP for the fi scal year 2021-22.

In preparation for this project, the city 

released a request for proposals to seven 

qualifi ed fi rms to complete the topographic 

survey.

Before the deadline, they received fi ve 

bids. The lowest qualifi ed bid was from 

Nexus 3D Consulting, LLC. The bid was 

for $22,130. After reviewing and assessing 

the proposals, staff determined that Nexus 

3D Consulting, LLC can complete the proj-

ect and has experience working for the city.

An appropriate budget to cover their pro-

Council OKs survey of Highway 43

See COUNCIL Page 3

This virus is no 

joking matter

 Editor’s Note | Toni DeRosa

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The city has seen the number of new 

cases of covid-19 increase last week, de-

spite campaigns to slow the spread.

Last week, there were 237 new cases, 

bringing the total number of confi rmed cas-

es to 2,698 since the start of the outbreak.

Of those cases, there have been over 800 

cases confi rmed as recoveries and over 500 

cases assumed recovered.

Shafter has had a face covering cam-

paign in place for over two months now, 

with the aim to slow the number of cases 

in the city. As people are wearing masks in 

growing numbers, the virus has still main-

tained its grip on the city.

Restaurants are offering take-out and 

delivery options, as well as outside dining. 

Hair salons and barber shops have stayed 

open during this last move to the purple tier, 

with safety guidelines in place. All of the 

supermarkets and stores in town have been 

enforcing the state-recommended policy 

of all customers and workers wearing face 

coverings.
Customers at the city buildings can pay 

utility bills and other transactions through a 

walk-up window located in the alley at the 

back of the city building. 

Residents who need to see the city man-

ager, building staff, or Public Works are 

seen by appointment only.

Shafter Animal Control have opened 

their doors to the public, with residents 

required to wear masks in the building, as 

well as practicing social distancing as rec-

ommended by the state. Adoptions are also 

being offered now as well. According to 

staff at the Shafter Animal Control offi ce, 

they have no available dogs at this time for 

adoption.
Dial-a-Ride services have not started up 

again, following the rest of Kern County, 

which has halted the services until further 

notice.

Virus surges with over 230 new covid cases

Photo provided by Alex Garcia.

Mayor Alex Garcia receives his fi rst covid-19 

vaccination on Wednesday, Jan. 6 through his 

employer at Universal Urgent Care in Bakers-

fi eld. He is scheduled for his second dose on 

Feb. 3.  

Mayor receives 

covid vaccine

See THIS Page 3

Colours Festival 

canceled for 2021

 The Colours Fun Run is always one of the favorites of the weekend.

One of the awards in the chili 

cook-off went to Zeke Smith.

See COLOURS Page 5

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Depot Museum holds a Christmas tree dec-

orating contest every year, with businesses, organizations 

and people decorating their 
tree with a different theme in 
mind each year.

This year the theme was the Colors of Christmas. Each 

entrant displayed their idea of the different colors of Christ-

mas, with trees rang-
ing from gold and 
blues, to trees that in-
cluded every color of 
the rainbow.

The Shafter Press 
took the colors of 
Christmas theme to 
heart and had a tree 
that had all of the col-
ors of the rainbow in 
their display, with the 
title of their tree “Col-
ors of the Kern Coun-
ty Essential Farm 
Workers.” It included 
different colors and 
products that Kern 
County is known for.

 The Shafter Li-
ons Cub had a tree 
covered in blue tin-
sel, Lions Club orna-
ments, and decora-
tions that stood out 
on the tree. Other 
trees in the collec-
tion were submitted 
by the Shafter Kiddie 
Kollege, U.S. Postal 
Service, as well as 
the Maynard family 
and the Shafter Youth 
Center. Everyone 
visiting the museum 
were encouraged to take a ballot and vote for their top 

three trees. Those trees with the most votes were awarded 

for their efforts.
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Christmas tree 
contest winners 
announced

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The holiday spirit was in the air as 
a brass band played in the downtown 
square.

The group, headed by former judge and 
local musician Gary Ingle, played a medley 
of holiday favorites.

The tradition has lived on for several 
years, even though the location has moved 

around in recent years. This year, they 
played at noon on Saturday in the square by 
the fountain, giving the residents a chance 
to enjoy the holiday season.

This year with the precautions and re-
strictions brought on by the coronavirus, 
people have been hungry for chances to 
share the holiday spirit with one another.

Music helps lift holiday 
spirit downtown

JAMIE STEWART
Wasco Tribune

A man has died after being shot on Pop-
lar Avenue.

This is the second deadly shooting in 
Wasco in a week, the Kern County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce reported.
Offi cers responded to a report of shots 

fi red Dec. 27 at 4:40 p.m. in the area of the 
1500 block of Poplar Avenue. Offi cers found a 

man suffering from gunshot wounds to his up-
per body on the sidewalk, the report said, and 
the man was pronounced dead at the scene.

Detectives are investigating and there are 
currently no details on what led to the shoot-
ing or a description of possible suspects.

Last week, a person was killed Dec. 23 
near 16th and D streets.

Anyone with information is urged to 
contact the sheriff’s offi ce at 661-861-3110 
or the Secret Witness Hotline at 661-322-
4040.

Man dies after second deadly shooting in a week

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

This year was full of challenge 
and change for the city as the world 
battled covid-19. Here is a round-
up of some of the top stories from 
the year:

JANUARY
The year started off with a bang 

in Shafter, with the city on the 
hunt for a new city manager. The 
recruiting process started with the 
city putting out a brochure and ad-
vertising for an experienced person 
that could lead the city in the right 
direction.

On the sports front, the Shafter 

High Generals followed their 
runner-up fi nish in the Valley with 
a return trip to the playoffs. Under 
the direction of quarterback Jack-
son Sanchez, the Generals tied for 
the SSL title and faced Arvin in the 
fi rst round of the playoffs, a team 
that they beat handily during the 
SSL season. Unfortunately, Shafter 
couldn’t beat the Bears the second 
time around, ending their season 
with a loss in their playoff opener.

Shafter High also enjoyed suc-
cess on  the soccer fi eld, with the 
varsity boys squad making it to the 

Valley title game against Garces 
High. The Generals ended up 
second in the valley as they lost the 

A look back at 
2020 in Shafter

The band played a medley of holiday favorites.

The United States Postal Ser-
vice won the competition 
with this tree.

See YEAR Page 3
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Colours Committee 

has announced that the 2021 festival 

has been canceled.

“We are sorry that we have had 

to come to this conclusion, but we 

will see you all in 2022,” said Larry 

Starrh, one of the founders of the 

festival.

Starrh, along with several other 

community members, wondered a 

few years ago what would happen 

if they brought together a group of 

events, all related to a form of trans-

formed art. They welcomed theater, 

an art gallery, movies, sculptures, 

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

Covid-19 isn’t something 

to take lightly. From personal 
experi-
e n c e , 

it can be terrifying when you 

continue having new and dif-

ferent symptoms on a daily 

basis.
I am one of the lucky 

ones who did not experi-

ence a high fever to give me 

an idea I had it. The fever 

is what let me know I still 

had the virus; however, what I got was a horrible headache 

before I knew I had been exposed and infected. Regular 
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Highway 43 between Los Angeles and 

Galpin streets may be expanding after the 

City Council approved a survey.

Shoulder work will be done along this 

route, increasing the safety of the roadway.

The work has been discussed for months, 

with studies being done to compare the fea-

sibility of the project to the needs of the 

project.
The city has turned to companies to 

complete the survey in a timely manner so 

they will be able to use the funds available.

In 2019, Shafter received $1.5 million 

from the Federal Transportation Improve-

ment Program  Program for the city to con-

struct paved roadway shoulders at Santa Fe 

Way between Los Angeles Avenue and Gal-

pin Street. This construction funding is in 

the FTIP for the fi scal year 2021-22.

In preparation for this project, the city 

released a request for proposals to seven 

qualifi ed fi rms to complete the topographic 

survey.

Before the deadline, they received fi ve 

bids. The lowest qualifi ed bid was from 

Nexus 3D Consulting, LLC. The bid was 

for $22,130. After reviewing and assessing 

the proposals, staff determined that Nexus 

3D Consulting, LLC can complete the proj-

ect and has experience working for the city.

An appropriate budget to cover their pro-

Council OKs survey of Highway 43

See COUNCIL Page 3

This virus is no 
joking matter

 Editor’s Note | Toni DeRosa

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The city has seen the number of new 

cases of covid-19 increase last week, de-

spite campaigns to slow the spread.

Last week, there were 237 new cases, 

bringing the total number of confi rmed cas-

es to 2,698 since the start of the outbreak.

Of those cases, there have been over 800 

cases confi rmed as recoveries and over 500 

cases assumed recovered.

Shafter has had a face covering cam-

paign in place for over two months now, 

with the aim to slow the number of cases 

in the city. As people are wearing masks in 

growing numbers, the virus has still main-

tained its grip on the city.

Restaurants are offering take-out and 

delivery options, as well as outside dining. 

Hair salons and barber shops have stayed 

open during this last move to the purple tier, 

with safety guidelines in place. All of the 

supermarkets and stores in town have been 

enforcing the state-recommended policy 

of all customers and workers wearing face 

coverings.
Customers at the city buildings can pay 

utility bills and other transactions through a 

walk-up window located in the alley at the 

back of the city building. 

Residents who need to see the city man-

ager, building staff, or Public Works are 

seen by appointment only.

Shafter Animal Control have opened 

their doors to the public, with residents 

required to wear masks in the building, as 

well as practicing social distancing as rec-

ommended by the state. Adoptions are also 

being offered now as well. According to 

staff at the Shafter Animal Control offi ce, 

they have no available dogs at this time for 

adoption.
Dial-a-Ride services have not started up 

again, following the rest of Kern County, 

which has halted the services until further 

notice.

Virus surges with over 230 new covid cases

Photo provided by Alex Garcia.

Mayor Alex Garcia receives his fi rst covid-19 

vaccination on Wednesday, Jan. 6 through his 

employer at Universal Urgent Care in Bakers-

fi eld. He is scheduled for his second dose on 

Feb. 3.  

Mayor receives 

covid vaccine

See THIS Page 3

Colours Festival 
canceled for 2021

 The Colours Fun Run is always one of the favorites of the weekend.

One of the awards in the chili 

cook-off went to Zeke Smith.
See COLOURS Page 5
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Trenea Smart 2720 Calloway DrBakersfield
661-431-1780

Quality gas for a very low price!!!Purchase 10 Gallons or more and get a free Fountain Drink!!!Breakfast & Grill 3AM-12PM Call in your order at 661-746-6082.Open Mon-Sat 3AM-2AM • Sunday 5am-1am

127 S Shafter Ave, Shafter, CA 93263
Western Union, Money Orders, Pay BillsAuthorized for City of Shafter and PG&E Bills

Hot Deli All Day
Ice Cold Beer

SHAFTER
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JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe city is still being bombarded by new coronavirus cases, as there were 127 new cases last week. This brings the total of con-firmed cases in Shafter to 2,450. This figure is very high on a case per population graphic. For example, in the Ba-kersfield 93308 area code, which includes Oildale and northern parts of Bakersfield, they have a population of over 50,000 peo-ple and have just 600 more confirmed cases of the virus than Shafter, with our popula-tion of just over 20,000 people. This calcu-lates to about 10% of our population.

The city is working hard to slow the spread of the virus, with the continuation of the Wear to Care mask campaign, which has gained a lot more support in recent weeks. The city is also providing sugges-tions to prevent the spread of the virus.City buildings are still closed to the pub-lic, with customers being served at a win-dow at the back, in the alleyway.They also are working to repair the dam-age done to the IT system that took place when the system suffered a malware attack that caused the systems to be shut down. 

Utility bills can still be paid at the window. During this time, they will not be impos-ing late fees to bills that are not paid by the posted due date.
Restaurants in town went back to take-out and delivery options, with a number of the businesses offering a full menu.Local stores have stayed open with face covering and social distancing guidelines in place, helping to keep the customers and staff safe and healthy.

For more information on the city’s ser-vices that are offered in this time of the pandemic, call the city hall building at 661-746-5001.

10% of city has coronavirus

Shafter is using these digital signs for its Wear to Care campaign.

It was a year many of us will remember for all the wrong 
reasons.

Never has there been so much change in so little time. 
The coronavirus took us all by surprise, never realizing 
how it would affect our lives. How could we have expected 
everyone to wear face masks and asking those close to us 
to stay away (well, at least six feet). Or the stock market 
to reach new records every day of the week the last week 
of a year in which we hit over-the-top levels of unemploy-
ment and spent trillions of dollars we didn’t have to keep the economy from sinking? And in the middle, protests and counterprotests throughout the coun-

try about the treatment of minorities at the hands of institu-
tions, and even the movement to “defund police.”And then there was a presidential election like there 
never was before, with this environment as a backdrop. No tra-ditional conventions, a campaign (mostly) waged in social media and televised debates, followed by a fractious vote that extended over a month and almost took longer to count.
Even these papers had to make moves we never expected, combining the 

strength of two communities into one.But we came through it all, despite it all. We end the 
year with hope. We’re starting to get vaccines that may al-
low us to get back to what we remember as normal life. 
Back to being together, sharing meals and special times 
with those that we care about. Being able to see our loved 
ones to share good times and bad. Being able to be there 
when we are needed most.

Starting the 
comeback year

JAMIE STEWARTWASCO TRIBUNE2020 will always be referred to as the Year of the Virus, but the city managed to thrive during the pan-demic.
Here is a brief look at the year.JANUARY
In January, at a City Council meeting, three people said they were 

concerned on the increase of crime. They cited instances of drug-related crimes, as well as instances of shots being fired. They questioned the council on how often deputies patrol the streets and how many deputies are on shift at one time. Deputy Public Works Director 

Chuck Soblewski presented two options to the council to get rid of graffiti. Option 1 included hiring two new personnel, purchasing a new vehicle and graffiti abatement equipment with Measure X funds, which would cost the city $651,000 over five years or $130,000 per year. Option 2 called for adding overtime 

Wasco was full of ups and downs in 2020

JAMIE STEWARTWasco TribuneFresh on the heels of the second ho-micide in the city in a one-week period, a roundtable discussion was held to address the issue.
Hosted by council members Tilo Cortez and Vincent Martinez, the Zoom meeting had over 20 people in attendance includ-

ing community members Hector Moreno, Orquida Ocampo, Elizabeth Maartinez and Tracy Clendanan of the Orange Hearts Foundation.
Martinez, who is a former sheriff’s dep-uty with the Kern County Sheriff’s Depart-ment, gave the group an update on the cases 

in question and what law enforcement of-ficials are saying.
“In both shootings, law enforcement of-ficials believe that they are gang related,” said Martinez. “With the way the shooting was done, it appears that it was a gang hit.”In recent years, the violence has esca-lated in the city, which has residents very concerned and frightened about the future 

of Wasco.
Martinez said that one main reason that is given for the uptick in violent crime in town is the lenient policies in place when it comes to arresting individuals and how they are sentenced. Martinez gave an ex-ample of one of the suspected shooters. “The suspected shooter in one of the 

Council meets to address rise in crimeWASCO

OUR VIEW

See THERE Page 8

“Bring hope 
through what 

you do.”

See POLICE Page 3

See BOND Page 4

The Bengals became national cheer champions.

City manager blames crime on state moves, Page 8.
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G
ARCIA’S AUTO REPAIR & SERVIC

E

FULL SERVICE & EXHAUST REPAIR

JAIME GARCIA

661-240-5426

TSP CAMS • SPEED ENGINEERING 
HEADERS • STAINLESS WORKS

 ENGINES • TRANSMISSIONS • BRAKES 

TUNE-UP • STARTER • ALTERNATOR 
DIAGNOSTICS  • CUSTOM EXHAUST SYSTEM 

HP TUNES • SHOCKS

MON TO FRI 7AM to 5PM
SAT 7AM TO 4PM

SUN CLOSED

676 EAST 
LERDO HWY

FIND US ON

GARCIASAUTOREPAIRS

•  Estate Planning and Administration
•  Probate and Probate Litigation
•  Real Property and Business Law
•  Civil Litigation

Experienced and
dedicated.

661.325.5075  •  www.dwlaw� rm.com
Hayden Building  • 1626 19th Street, Suite 23 • Bakers� eld, CA 93301

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006045

Happy New Year, 
neighbors.

I wish all my neighbors 
a healthy, happy and safe 
New Year. Here’s to this 
year bringing you nothing 
but the best. 

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Ruth Yazmin Ramos, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0C65654
1071 7th Street
Bus: 661-758-5164
www.ruthramos.net

13606 Gun Club Rd. Wasco, CA 93280

NOW 
HIRING

ALL POSITIONS
COMPETITIVE  PAY

401k WITH A 
GENEROUS
EMPLOYER 

CONTRIBUTION
EXCELLENT BENEFITS

PTO & PAID HOLIDAYS

Medicare does not cover dental care1. That means if you need dental work done, 
it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out of your own pocket.
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It helps cover 
over 350 procedures — from cleanings and fillings to crowns and dentures.

• See any dentist you want, but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-877-578-3511
dental50plus.com/nbherald

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed 
for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not avail-
able in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: 
P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance

Reduces muscle spasms
Reduces recovery time

Enhances immune system
Improves oxygenation
Increases nutrient fl ow

Reduces stiffness and pain
Promotes relaxation

Improves digestive function
Improves athletic performance
Encourages tissue regeneration

Benefi ts of Chiropractic Care

Wasco Chiropractic

1241 7th Street, Wasco • 661-758-3001

Improves athletic performance
Encourages tissue regeneration

Benefi ts of Chiropractic Care Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Stop by and see Dr Carol today- 
you’ll be glad you did!

DOT physicals 
for truck drivers

WASCOSARAH VELARDE
Special to Wasco Tribune

The Wasco Animal Shelter is cur-
rently limiting the amount of surren-
dered pets it can accept — and for a 
fee.

The shelter is charging a $20 
surrender fee while still accepting 
strays.

 “Overcrowding can be an issue,” 
said Animal Control Officer Marcos 
Silva. “With only 17 kennels, if we get 
more large breeds than small breeds, 
we immediately lose space. We aim to 
ensure a safe comfortable stay for our 
animals while they are here.” 

The dogs do not tend to stay long in 
the shelter, Silva said.

“After partnering with petfinder.
com, our impounded animals are gone 
within one to two days,” Silva said. If 
not adopted, “We do have a time limit, 
and our animals are placed at verified 
rescue homes, where they can thrive.”

At the first City Council meeting 
of the year on Jan. 6, the council ad-

dressed public safety. 
 “It’s unfortunate,” said City Man-

ager Daniel Ortiz-Hernandez. “But it’s 
important our residents know that the 
California criminal justice system is at 
fault.” 

The council prepared a presenta-
tion to help educate on the recent fun-
damental changes in the state judicial 
system.

In October 2011, the California 
Public Safety Realignment Act went 
into effect meaning, in order to avoid 
overcrowding in prisons and reduce 
the state corrections budget, an esti-
mated 45,000 felons were transferred 
to county and local jails. 

In 2016, Proposition 57, the Public 
Safety and Rehabilitation Act allowed 
the state to provide for the early release 
of up to 30,000 criminals convicted 
of non-violent felonies. To further 
educate on the matter, here are some 
crimes considered nonviolent: Assault 

with a deadly weapon or force likely 
to cause great bodily injury, domestic 
violence, battery with serious bodily 
injury, inflicting corporal injury on a 
child, and rape/sodomy/oral copula-
tion of unconscious person or by use 
of date rape drugs. On Dec. 28, 2020 
the California Supreme Court ruled 
that “certain sex offenders are eligible 
for early parole.” 

These changes are egregious, Or-
tiz-Hernandez said. 

“We are in an unfortunate posi-
tion,” he said. “The criminal justice 
system has failed us, and now we are 
to deal with the ramifications as best 
we can.” 

As a parent and family man Ortiz-
Hernandez feels the urgency and is 
grateful for the ongoing discussions 
amongst his peers. 

“We recently participated in a 
roundtable discussion (an informal 
meeting) with other administrators in 
the community on how we can partner 
up and implement a strategy,” he said.

Animal shelter charging small 
fee to surrender pets

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

Fiesta Latina has risen to the chal-
lenge of operating during the pan-

demic, de-
livering to 

residents for free.
 “We deliver to our customers free 

of charge as a service to our commu-
nity,” said owner Saeed Saleh. “Butch-
er Antonio Vadillo has been with us 
for 16 years.”

Fiesta Latina Market, at 1220 7th 
St., carries everything a shopper may 
need, Saleh said.

Saleh arrived in the United States 
from Yemen in 1991 several years af-
ter his brother, Gna Saleh, arrived in 
1987. His brother started Fiesta Latina 
Market and managed the store until 
Saeed arrived. Now, Saeed manages 
the store every day.

Considered an essential business 
during the first closure, the store has 
stayed open during the pandemic.

Saeed Saleh has several businesses 
in Shafter and Wasco such as Fashion 
Shoes on Central Highway in Shafter 
and Fashion Forward in Wasco, also 
on 7th Street. 

“Fiesta Market on Poso is managed 
by family members,” Saleh said.

His wife is Agsan Shibi whom he 

married in 2005 and the couple has 
five children.

Currently, Saleh has two partners 
who are also involved in Fiesta Latina 
Market, Abdulla Mohsen and Adam 
Obaid. 

He had no problem when he re-

ceived a call from a Wasco resident 
who had covid-19 and needed grocer-
ies. He went into action putting togeth-
er the requested items for free delivery.

Store hours are Monday through 
Sunday from 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. They 
can be reached at 661-758-5742.

WASCO

Fiesta Latina Market delivers for free

Fiesta Latina Market’s family member Saeed Abdulla, left, with Saeed 
Saleh in front of the market.

this year.
Mayor Cathy Prout, in a recent 

conversation, said that the chamber 
wants to hold a smaller event or do 
something for those nominated later in 
the year, but there is no specific plans 
in place at this time. 

“It is sad to see this, but it was un-
derstandable in our current situation,” 
said Prout. “We are still looking into 
creating a State of the City Address 
that will tell of our progress this past 
year and what the future holds for our 
city.”

Chamber to look into smaller 
event later this year
From Page 1

Basham & Lara Funeral Care was awarded for their commercial remodel.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

DEATH NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF SHAFTER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
February 2, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., the 
City Council of the City of Shafter will 
conduct a public hearing to consider 
the following:
Development Agreement No. 19-17 
for Revised Tentative Tract No. 6713:  
Development Agreement No. 19-17 is 
being proposed for the completion of 
Revised Tentative Tract No. 6713 lo-
cated approximately ¼ mile south of 
W. Los Angeles Avenue on the north 
side of Elizabeth Street, west of the 
S. Schnaidt Street alignment, and 
proposes to subdivide 10 acres into 
28 single-family residential lots.  The 
City of Shafter adopted an Addendum 
to the adopted Negative Declaration 
for Revised Tentative Tract No. 6713 
on July 18, 2017 under Resolution 
No. 2536.  Condition No. 6 of Reso-
lution 2536 requires the developer 
of Revised Tentative Tract No. 6713 
to enter into a development agree-
ment with the City of Shafter prior 
to recordation of the final map.  The 
purpose of the Development Agree-
ment is to address minimum dwell-
ing unit size, park fees, traffic fees, 
and other fees and requirements 
established by the City of Shafter.  
The Development Agreement is also 
processing a Density Bonus Request 
to allow three additional residential 
lots (to the approved 25) and reduced 
lot width standards from 90 feet to 
80 and 78 feet for twenty (20) of the 
twenty-eight (28) lots for low-income 
single-family home ownership.  An 
Addendum to the adopted Negative 
Declaration has been prepared for 
the proposed Development Agree-
ment.
Said hearing is open to the public and 
all persons interested are invited to 
attend and be heard.  Copies of the 
above documents are on file in the 
office of the Planning Department at 
City Hall, 336 Pacific Avenue, Shafter, 
California, and are available for pub-
lic review. Any person wishing to be 
heard, or wishing to present evidence 
either for or against the approval of 
said project, is hereby notified and 
directed to either appear at the time 
and place aforesaid or send written 
comments to Wayne Clausen, Plan-
ning Director  (661-746-5002) at 
City Hall, 336 Pacific Avenue, Shafter, 
California 93263 or by e-mail at 
wclausen@shafter.com.  Anyone 
challenging any proposed develop-
ment entitlement listed in this notice 
in court may be limited to raising 
those issues addressed at the public 
hearing described in this notice or in 
written correspondence delivered to 
the City Clerk at, or prior to, the pub-
lic hearing.
Consistent with Executive Order 
N-29-20, in person participation 
by the public will not be permit-
ted and no physical location from 
which the public may observe the 
meeting will be available. You are 
strongly encouraged to observe the 
City Council meetings live via You-
Tube https://www.youtube.com/user/
CityofShafter/.  If you wish to make a 
comment on a specific agenda item 
or public comment, please submit 
your comment via email by 5:00 
P.M. on Tuesday, February 2, 2021 to 
the City Clerk at CityClerk@shafter.
com.  If you wish to submit written 
comments, mail to City Clerk, 336 
Pacific Avenue, Shafter, CA 93263.  If 
you wish to make a comment during 

the live meeting, callers must first 
register with the City Clerk at 661-
746-5012 before the meeting begins 
to receive instructions and the call-in 
number and code. Please call by 5:00 
pm on the Monday prior to the City 
Council meeting to allow ample time 
for sign up. You will need to provide 
your name, phone number and the 
item number you wish to address. All 
public comments are provided to the 
City Council and applicable Staff, for 
review and consideration by the City 
Council prior to taking action on any 
matters listed on the agenda and are 
incorporated into the official record of 
the City Council meeting.
Dated: January 14, 2021
Yazmina Pallares
City Clerk
Publish Shafter Press January 21, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Fashion Shoe
2020-B5584

252 Centaral Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
252 Centaral Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
Saeedaayed Saeed Saleh
1109 Birch Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
08/01/2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Saeed Aayed Aeed
Date Statement Filed: 12/17/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/17/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press  December 31, 
2020 and January 7, 14, 21, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
Herrera Transport

2020-B5604
10805 Paul Ave
Bakersfield, CA 93312
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
10805 Paul Ave
Bakersfield, CA 93312
Pablo Herrera Jr
10805 Paul Ave
Bakersfield, CA 93312
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Pablo Herrera Jr, Owner
Date Statement Filed: 12/18/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/18/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez

Publish Shafter Press  December 31, 
2020 and January 7, 14, 21, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Front Street Mini Mart
2020-B5661

420 E. Front Street
Buttonwillow, CA 93206
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
PO Box 1870
Delano, CA 93216
JAJ Ventures
162 Rd. 172
Delano, CA 93215
The business is conducted by: Cor-
poration
Date the business commenced: 
12/03/2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Jose Angel Garcia, President
Date Statement Filed: 12/22/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/22/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press  December 31, 
2020 and January 7, 14, 21, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMONS (Family Law)

Notice to Respondent (Name): 
Hilario Rodriguez

Aviso al Demandado (Nombre):
You have been sued. Read the infor-
mation below and on the next page.
Lo han demandado. Lea la infor-
mación a continuación y en la página 
siguiente.
Petitioner’s name is: Digna A. Rodri-
guez Bustillo
Nombre del demandante:
Case Number (Número de Caso): SFL 
– 20000137
You have 30 calendar days after this 
Summons and Petition are served on 
you to file a Response (form FL-120) 
at the court and have a copy served 
on the petitioner. A letter, phone call, 
or court appearance will not protect 
you.
Tiene 30 días de calendario después 
de haber recibido la entrega legal 
de esta Citación y Petición para pre-
sentar una Respuesta (formulario 
FL-120) ante la corte y efectuar la 
entrega legal de una copia al demán-
dante. Una carta o llamada telefónica 
o una audiencia de la corte no basta 
para protegerlo.
If you do not file your Response on 
time, the court may make orders af-
fecting your marriage or domestic 
partnership your property, and cus-
tody of your children. You may be 
ordered to pay support and attorney 
fees and costs.
Si no presenta su Respuesta a tiem-
po, la corte puede dar órdenas que 
afecten su matrimonio o pareja de 
hecho, sus bienes y la custodia de 
sus hijos. La corte también le puede 
ordenar que pague manutención, y 
honorarios y costos legales.
For legal advice, contact a lawyer im-
mediately. Get help finding a lawyer 
at the California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courts.ca.gov/
selfhelp), at the California Legal Ser-
vices website (www.lawhelpca.org), 
or by contacting your local county bar 

association.
Para asesoramiento legal, póngase 
en contacto de inmediato con un 
abogado. Puede obtener información 
para encontrar un abogado en el 
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de 
California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en 
el sitio web de los Servicios Legales 
de California (www.lawhelpca.org) o 
poniéndose en contacto con el cole-
gio de abogados de su condado.
NOTICE – RESTRAINING ORDERS ARE 
ON PAGE 2:
These restraining orders are effective 
against both spouses or domestic 
partners until the petition is dis-
missed, a judgement is entered, or 
the court makes further orders. They 
are enforceable anywhere in Califor-
nia by any law enforcement officer 
who has received or seen a copy of 
them.
AVISO – LAS ÓRDENAS DE RESTRIC-
CIÓN SE ENCUENTRAN EN LA PÁGINA 
2:
Las órdenes de restricción están en 
vigencia en cuanto a ambos cónyug-
es o miembros de la pareja de hecho 
hasta que se despida la petición, 
se emita un fallo o la corte dé otras 
órdenas. Cualquier agencia del orden 
público que haya recibido o visto una 
copia de estas órdenes puede hac-
erlas acatar en cualquier lugar de 
California.
FEE WAIVER: If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the clerk for a fee waiver 
form. The court may order you to pay 
back all or part of the fees and costs 
that the court waived for you or the 
other party.
EXENCIÓN DE CUOTAS: Si no puede 
pagar la cuota de presentación, pida 
al secretario un formulario de exen-
ción de cuotas. La corte puede orde-
nar que usted pague, ya sea en parte 
o por completo, las cuotas y costos 
de la corte previamente exentos a 
petición de usted o de la otra parte.
1. The name and address of the court 
are (El nombre y dirección de la corte 
son):
Superior Court of California County 
of Kern
325 Central Valley Hwy
Shafter, CA 93263
2. The name, address, and telephone 
number of the petitioner’s attorney, 
or the petitioner without an attorney, 
are: (El nombre, dirección y número 
de teléfono del abogado del deman-
dante, o del demandante si no tiene 
abogado, son):
Digna A. Rodriguez Bustillo
18458 Poplar Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
661-201-5073
Date: (Fecha): Dec 03 2020
Clerk, by (Secretario, por) /s/Tamarah 
Harber-Pickens
/s/P Juarez, Deputy (Asistente)
Publish Shafter Press December 31, 
2020 and January 7, 14, 21, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Statement of Abandonment Of

Use Of Fictitious Business Name
Henry Vander Poel and Son Dairy

11495 Jumper Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
County: Kern
Mailing address:
PO Box 8012
Wasco, CA 93280
Agnes Vander Poel, Trustee of the 
survivor’s trust created under the 
Henry Vander Poel Family   Trust
2200 Norwich Way
Bakersfield, CA 93311
Robert J Vander Poel, Trustee of the 
Robert and Elizabeth Vander Poel 

Family Trust
16855 Griffith Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
Elizabeth Vander Poel, Trustee of the 
Robert and Elizabeth Vander Poel 
Family Trust
16855 Griffith Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
I declare that all information in this 
Statement is true and correct. (A 
registrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime.)
Business was conducted by: General 
Partnership
/s/Robert J Vander Poel, Partner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2019-B0536
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
01/23/2019
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 12/17/2020
I hereby certify that this is a correct 
copy of the original statement on file 
in my office.
Mary B. Bedard, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez, Deputy
Publish Shafter Press  January 7, 14, 
21, 28, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Bakersfield Realty
2020-B5532

BakersfieldRealty.com
2020-B5533

10111 Rosedale Hwy., Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA 93312
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
14334 Searspoint
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Hicks Holding Corporation
14334 Searspoint
Bakersfield, CA 93314
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Cor-
poration
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Brian B. Hicks, President
Date Statement Filed: 12/15/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/15/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press January 14, 21, 
28, February 4, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

The Reformed Society
2020-B5505

Redeemer Design Co.
2020-B5506
517 Brightwood St.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
517 Brightwood St.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Rodrigo Navarrete
517 Brightwood St.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
11/01/2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 

Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Rodrigo Navarrete
Date Statement Filed: 12/15/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/15/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press January 14, 21, 
28, February 4, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Magnolia Nut Company
2021-B0019

34929 Flyover Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93308
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
34929 Flyover Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93308
Wegis & Young Property Manage-
ment, LLC
34929 Flyover Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93308
State of Incoporation or Organzation: 
CA
The business is conducted by: Lim-
ited Liability Company
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Michael C. Young, President
Date Statement Filed: 1/5/2021
Date Statement Expires: 1/5/2026
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press January 14, 21, 
28, February 4, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

M Ledezma Farm & 
Dairy Mobil Services

2021-B0073
401 Cotton Ave.
Buttonwillow, CA 93206
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
401 Cotton Ave.
Buttonwillow, CA 93206
Jose Manuel Ledezma Rodriguez
401 Cotton Ave.
Buttonwillow, CA 93206
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Jose Manuel Ledezma Rodriguez
Date Statement Filed: 01/08/2021
Date Statement Expires: 01/08/2026
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish  Shafter Press January 21, 
28, February 4,  11, 2021

Juan Diego Cantu Adame,  55, of Was-
co, passed away Jan. 8 in Wasco.  Basham 
& Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Jack Allen Branch,  72, of Bakersfield, 
passed away Jan.11 in Bakersfield, Basham 
& Lara Funeral Care. Shafter.

Ruben Anaya,  32, of McFarland, passed 
away Jan.10 in McFarland. Basham & Lara 
Funeral Care, Shafter.

Maria L. Mares,  83, of Bakersfield, 
passed away Jan.10 in Bakersfield. Basham 

& Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.
Anna Salinas,  72, of Shafter, passed 

away Jan.13 in Bakersfield. Peters Funeral 
Home, Shafter.

Jenny Hernandez,  81, of Wasco, passed 
away Jan. 14. Peters Funeral Home, Wasco.

Henry E. McCarthy,  52, of Shafter, 
passed away Jan. 14. Peters Funeral Home, 
Shafter.

Maria E. Gallardo,  42, of Wasco, 
passed away Jan. 10. Basham & Lara Fu-

neral Care, Shafter.
Juan Zamora Arellano,  73, of Shafter, 

passed away Jan. 18 in Shafter. Basham & 
Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Dustin Lee Covard Jamison,  30, of 
Wasco, passed away Jan. 15 in Wasco. 
Basham & Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Antonio G. Reyna,  83, of Wasco, passed 
away Jan. 16 in Bakersfield. Basham & 
Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Dorothy Stephany Ochoa,  91, of Ba-

kersfield, passed away Jan. 15 in Bakers-
field. Basham & Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Jose Pablo Aguilar Garduno,  65, of 
Delano, passed away Jan. 15 in Bakersfield. 
Basham & Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Tina D. Richardson,  63, of Shafter, 
passed away Jan. 18. Peters Funeral Home, 
Shafter.

Warren D. Richardson Sr., 62, of 
Shafter, passed away Jan. 16. Peters Funer-
al Home, Shafter.

Farmers struggle with uncertainty, prices
ic impacts of the virus, the government has 
offered them different programs to assist in 
the fight to stay open and producing.

A lot of the programs go by the indi-
vidual company’s income from the previ-
ous year. 

 “When we applied, they went off our in-
come from 2019, which was a pretty good 
year. So, we did not qualify for a lot of the 
programs that are offered,” Kroeker said.

Kroeker said that they will apply again 
this year, as they will take into account the 
“drastic drop” in income that was experi-
enced in 2020.

The same goes for a lot of the farmers 
in the area, who have seen little or no assis-
tance from the different programs offered. 

McManus said, “We applied, but did not 
see much in assistance and didn’t qualify 
for the majority of the programs offered.”

The difference in crops can also affect 
each farmer’s situation. Dairy farmers, with 

the majority of schools closed for most of 
the year in 2020, the milk market was very 
low, with millions of gallons of milk being 
destroyed. This was alleviated with the re-
opening of schools to distance learning and 
schools still supplying meals to students on 
a limited basis.

Many retailers are now open and run-
ning, such as Walmart and the big grocery 
chains, that get their supplies replenished 
from the farmers. 

While retailers are able to gauge their 
economic status in real time, farmers have 
to look months in advance to gauge how 
their companies will be able to deal with 
the changing markets. 

“Last year, the consumers were hav-
ing trouble getting goods, which made the 
market very unstable, but with the supply 
available now, and the customers able to 
purchase them with no trouble, it has made 
everything a little more stable,” said Kroek-
er.

From Page 1

The almond industry has been hit by the drop in price.

number has risen on Jan. 19 to 822. 
Wasco now has 16% of its population 

infected with the virus. The number of 
newly infected Wasco residents went up 

by 300 people while the number of re-
covered was 162 for the week, which is 
almost double the number of infected to 
recovered.

Newsom introduced a new California 

Safe School for All Plan to lessen the grow-
ing discontent and frustration everyone is 
feeling. School has been out for almost an 
entire year. 

This also means that school gradua-

tions will most likely be held digitally with 
masked and safely distanced seating, which 
allows for no guests other than immediate 
family.

From Page 1

16% of city’s population has has covid-19
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 2  AUTO/MOTORCYCLES
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR 
RV to receive a major tax de-
duction. Help homeless pets. 
Local, IRS Recognized. Top Val-
ue Guaranteed. Free Estimate 
and Pickup.  LAPETSALIVE.ORG 
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All Pa-
perwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration by 

hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. Any 
condition, top $ paid! PLEASE 
LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-339-
5994. Email: porscherestora-
tion@yahoo.com (CalSCAN)

 5    MISC. FOR SALE

The difference in winning and  
losing market share is how 
businesses use their adver-
tising dollars. We deliver the 
largest consortium of  trusted  
news publishers in California 
and beyond. For more info on 
multi-market solutions call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their ad-
vertising dollars. Mark Twain 
said, “Many a small thing 
has been made large by the 
right kind of advertising”.  So 
why spend your hard-earned 
dollars on social media 
where you already have an 
audience? For more info call 

Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing an election is how 
campaign dollars are spent. 
Get the best ROI by using our 
deep relationships in every 
community in California. Our 
on-the-ground knowledge is 
indispensable to campaigns 
that want results. For more 
info on multi-market ethnic 
and non-ethnic solutions call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5. 1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 
24 hour oxygen use. Com-
pact and Lightweight. Get a 
Free Info kit today: 1-844-
359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator! No 
more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 
Call the Oxygen Concentra-
tor Store: 1-844-653-7402 
(Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on your diabetic sup-
plies! Convenient home ship-
ping for monitors, test strips, 
Lowest prices on Health In-
surance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! 
Call Now! 1-888-989-4807. 
(Cal-SCAN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & 
audits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 1-855-970-
2032 (Cal-SCAN)

 6     MISC WANTED
BE WARY OF out of area com-
panies. Check with the local 
Better Business Bureau be-
fore you send any money for 
fees or services. Read and 
understand any contracts 
before you sign. Shop around 
for rates. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ 
for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Con-
venient. Certified Profession-
als. Call 312-291-9169 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

 9         BUSINESS
         OPPORTUNITY
Become a published Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing 
–Trusted by Authors Sine 
1920 Book manuscript 
submissions currently be-
ing reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and 
Distribution. Call for Your 
Free Author’s Guide 1-877-
538-9554 or visit http://
d o r r a n c e i n f o . c o m / C a l i 
(Cal-SCAN)

 10        SERVICES
Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup & 
maintain the value of your 
home!  Set an appt. today! 
Call 1-855-401-7069 (Cal-
SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get a 
quote within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! Call 
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Eastern) (CAL-SCAN)

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-in Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free 
toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-844-252-0740) 
(Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-424-7581 
(Cal-SCAN)

 17      REAL ESTATE
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Sherry Knapp
Loan Offi cer, DRE#01174802 • NMLS#242213

(661)758-3003
Cell: (661)303-9556
Fax: (661)758-3670
1001 7th Street, Suite E • Wasco, CA 93280
E-mail: knapp_she@yahoo.com

 17                         REAL ESTATE

Edwyna Lawrence, Realtor
CalBRE# 01291831

661-428-8882
edwyna@jordanlink.com
www.edwynalawrence.com

Amazing contemporary 
riverfront home with 
4 bdrm / 6.5 bath on 
aprox 2.97 acres.   

$775,000

HOME FOR SALE

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL A HOME IN 2020? 

Take the first step and call today!

 17                         REAL ESTATE

Martinez
Home Repair &

Remodeling
Drywall, Electrical, Roofing, 

Framing & Painting
Miguel 661.340.5888

LONE STAR
PLUMBING
– Certified Plumber –

661-573-1049
• Repairs • Remodels • Systems

Lic#1046399

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 661-292-5100 
TO ADVERTISE

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

PUBLIC NOTICES

HOW TO 
ORDER YOUR 
CLASSIFIED

 IN PERSON
 O ur Offices  at 

406 Central Ave., 
Shafter . 

Open 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. 

BY  M AIL
 Ma il your ad, or prepay-

ment to our office: 
Shafter Press, P.O. Box  
789, Shafter, CA 93263, 

 661-292-5100

BY FAX
Fax your ad to 

661-292-5077.

ONLINE
Send an email to clas-

sified@theshafterpress.
com or classified@

wascotrib.com

HOW  T O A DVERTISE
 E FFECTIVELY AND
 E CONOMICALLY

  Our  s ales representatives 
are pleased to help you 

compose the most effec-
tive ad at a minimum cost. 
Here are two key points to 
remember about your ads:
  1 .  If it’s an item you’re 
selling, remember to in-
clude as much information 
as possible The more po-
tential buyers know about 
the item you have for sale ,  
the more interest they have 
in calling you.
  2 .  Our reputation for Clas-
sified Advertising results 
is excellent. But not every 
potential buyer will read 
your ad on the same day. 
The majority of our private 
party advertisers take ad-
vantage of our discount 
rates. This simply means 
that you order your ad for  
two  consecutive issues, 
but should you get the re-
sults you desire before the 
ad has expired, you may 
call and cancel the ad and 
be refunded for the days 
the ad did not appear. Ex-
cept for GR  – no refunds or 
changes accepted.

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS..

LOST SMALL DOG
$100 

REWARD
 for her Return
No questions 

asked
eagletortoise@

gmail.com
(661) 932-4513

 13                         LOST & FOUND

WELDERS
Full Time O/T Benefits

Apply in Person or online
Frank Russellinc.com

FRANK RUSSELL INC
341 Pacific Ave, Shafter CA

(661) 746-4939

 7                 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PUBLIC NOTICE
Statement of Abandonment Of

Use Of Fictitious Business Name
Diamond Truck Lines

2340 Algehro Drive
Delano, CA 93215
County: Kern
Mailing address:
2340 Algehro Drive
Delano, CA 93215
Dalbir Singh Dhillon
2340 Algehro Drive
Delano, CA 93215
I declare that all information in this 
Statement is true and correct. (A 
registrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime.)
Business was conducted by: Indi-
vidual
/s/Dalbir Singh Dhillon, Owner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2019-B5838
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
09/10/2019
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 12/16/2020
I hereby certify that this is a correct 
copy of the original statement on file 
in my office.
Mary B. Bedard, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco, Deputy
Publish  Wasco Tribune  December 
31, 2020 and January 7, 14, 21, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

RZ Welding Service
2020-B5552

13264 Wallace Rd.
McFarland, CA 93250
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
319 2nd Street
McFarland, CA 93250
Roberto Carlos Zacarias
319 2nd St.
McFarland, CA 93250
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
12/01/2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Roberto Zacarias
Date Statement Filed: 12/16/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/16/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,

Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Wasco Tribune  December 31, 
2020 and January 7, 14,  21, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

``Let’s Go’’ RV Rentals
2020-B5693

``Explore’’ Recreation Vehicles
2020-B5694

EZ RV Rentals
2020-B5695

975 Redwood Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
975 Redwood Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
Rosa Isabel Ocampo
975 Redwood Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
Ernesto Ocampo
975 Redwood Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
The business is conducted by: Mar-
ried Couple
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Rosa Isabel Ocampo
Date Statement Filed: 12/22/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/22/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Wasco Tribune January 14,  
21, 28, February 4, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMONS (Family Law)

Notice to Respondent (Name): 
Paulino Arellano Aguilar

Aviso al Demandado (Nombre):
You have been sued. Read the infor-
mation below and on the next page.
Lo han demandado. Lea la infor-
mación a continuación y en la página 
siguiente.
Petitioner’s name is: Magdalena De 
Jesus Arevalo
Nombre del demandante:
Case Number (Número de Caso): 
SFL-20-000099
You have 30 calendar days after this 
Summons and Petition are served on 
you to file a Response (form FL-120) 
at the court and have a copy served 
on the petitioner. A letter, phone call, 
or court appearance will not protect 
you.

Tiene 30 días de calendario después 
de haber recibido la entrega legal 
de esta Citación y Petición para pre-
sentar una Respuesta (formulario 
FL-120) ante la corte y efectuar la 
entrega legal de una copia al demán-
dante. Una carta o llamada telefónica 
o una audiencia de la corte no basta 
para protegerlo.
If you do not file your Response on 
time, the court may make orders af-
fecting your marriage or domestic 
partnership your property, and cus-
tody of your children. You may be 
ordered to pay support and attorney 
fees and costs.
Si no presenta su Respuesta a tiem-
po, la corte puede dar órdenas que 
afecten su matrimonio o pareja de 
hecho, sus bienes y la custodia de 
sus hijos. La corte también le puede 
ordenar que pague manutención, y 
honorarios y costos legales.
For legal advice, contact a lawyer im-
mediately. Get help finding a lawyer 
at the California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courts.ca.gov/
selfhelp), at the California Legal Ser-
vices website (www.lawhelpca.org), 
or by contacting your local county bar 
association.
Para asesoramiento legal, póngase 
en contacto de inmediato con un 
abogado. Puede obtener información 
para encontrar un abogado en el 
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de 
California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en 
el sitio web de los Servicios Legales 
de California (www.lawhelpca.org) o 
poniéndose en contacto con el cole-
gio de abogados de su condado.
NOTICE – RESTRAINING ORDERS ARE 
ON PAGE 2:
These restraining orders are effective 
against both spouses or domestic 
partners until the petition is dis-
missed, a judgement is entered, or 
the court makes further orders. They 
are enforceable anywhere in Califor-
nia by any law enforcement officer 
who has received or seen a copy of 
them.
AVISO – LAS ÓRDENAS DE RESTRIC-
CIÓN SE ENCUENTRAN EN LA PÁGINA 
2:
Las órdenes de restricción están en 
vigencia en cuanto a ambos cónyug-
es o miembros de la pareja de hecho 
hasta que se despida la petición, 
se emita un fallo o la corte dé otras 
órdenas. Cualquier agencia del orden 
público que haya recibido o visto una 
copia de estas órdenes puede hac-
erlas acatar en cualquier lugar de 
California.
FEE WAIVER: If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the clerk for a fee waiver 
form. The court may order you to pay 
back all or part of the fees and costs 

that the court waived for you or the 
other party.
EXENCIÓN DE CUOTAS: Si no puede 
pagar la cuota de presentación, pida 
al secretario un formulario de exen-
ción de cuotas. La corte puede orde-
nar que usted pague, ya sea en parte 
o por completo, las cuotas y costos 
de la corte previamente exentos a 
petición de usted o de la otra parte.
1. The name and address of the court 
are (El nombre y dirección de la corte 
son):
Superior Court of California County 
of Kern
325 Central Valley Hwy
Shafter, CA 93263
North Division
2. The name, address, and telephone 
number of the petitioner’s attorney, 
or the petitioner without an attorney, 
are: (El nombre, dirección y número 
de teléfono del abogado del deman-
dante, o del demandante si no tiene 
abogado, son):
Magdalena De Jesus Arevalo
2518 Krista St.
Wasco, CA 93280
661-438-6041
Date: (Fecha): 9/11/2020
Clerk, by (Secretario, por) /s/Tamarah 
Harber-Pickens
/s/Erica Bravo, Deputy (Asistente)
Publish Wasco Tribune  January 14, 
21, 28, February 4, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF WASCO

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed Proposals for the work en-
titled:
Request for Proposals for
764 H Street Demolition
will be received at the Office of the 
City Clerk of the CITY OF WASCO, 
746 8th Street, WASCO, California, 
until 2:00 PM on February 17, 2021, 
at which time they will be publicly 
opened and read.
General work description:  
This project scope is to provide abate-
ment and the demolition of structures 
located at 764 H Street in Wasco, 
CA. All structures on this property, 
as shown in the attached map, will 
need to be abated, demolished, and 
the site cleared. The demolition and 
abatement will need to comply with 
the SJVAPCD requirements in accor-
dance with the EPA regulations.
A mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting is 
scheduled for January 27, 2021, 
at 9:00 AM, meet at 764 H Street 
Wasco, CA. This meeting is to inform 
bidders of project requirements and 
subcontractors of subcontracting and 
material supply opportunities.  Ques-
tions in writing will be accepted until 

February 5, 2021. 
Bids are required for the entire work 
described herein.
Bids must be submitted as described 
in the specifications provided by the 
City of Wasco. The bidder who is 
awarded the project contract will be 
allowed pursuant to Public Contract 
Code Section 22300 to substitute 
securities for the payment of funds 
withheld under the contract. All docu-
ments submitted in compliance with 
the requirements of this bid package, 
and the contract must be scannable 
and photocopiable.  
This contract is subject to state con-
tract nondiscrimination and compli-
ance requirements pursuant to Gov-
ernment Code, Section 12990.  
A contractor or subcontractor shall 
not be qualified to bid on, be listed 
in a bid proposal, subject to the re-
quirements of Section 4104 of the 
Public Contract Code, or engage in 
the performance of any contract 
for public work, as defined in this 
chapter unless currently registered 
and qualified to perform public work 
pursuant to Section 1725.5. It is not 
a violation of this section for an un-
registered contractor to submit a bid 
that is authorized by Section 7029.1 
of the Business and Professions Code 
or by Section 10164 or 20103.5 of 
the Public Contract Code, provided 
the contractor is registered to per-
form public work pursuant to Section 
1725.5 at the time the contract is 
awarded.
Inquiries or questions based on al-
leged patent ambiguity of the plans, 
specifications, or estimate must be 
communicated as a bidder inquiry 
prior to bid opening.  Any such inqui-
ries or questions submitted after bid 
opening will not be treated as a bid 
protest. Technical questions should 
be directed to Kameron Arnold, tele-
phone (661) 758-7204.
Bid documents may be obtained af-
ternoon on January 18, 2021, for a 
NONREFUNDABLE FEE OF $10.00 per 
set from:
CITY OF WASCO
746 8th Street, WASCO, CA 93280
(661) 758-7215
An additional charge of ten dollars 
($10.00) per set will be made for 
mailing.
OR
Email CITYCLERK@CITYOFWASCO.
ORG to request a PDF copy of the RFP 
at no-charge.
Pursuant to Section 1773 of the 
Labor Code, the general prevailing 
wage rates in the county, or coun-
ties, in which the work is to be done, 
have been determined by the Direc-
tor of the California Department of 

Industrial Relations.  These wages 
are set forth in the General Prevailing 
Wage Rates for this project, available 
at CITY OF WASCO City Hall, 746 8th 
Street, WASCO, California, and avail-
able from the California Department 
of Industrial Relations’ Internet web 
site at http://www.dir.ca.gov. Future 
effective general prevailing wage 
rates, which have been predeter-
mined and are on file with the Cali-
fornia Department of Industrial Rela-
tions, are referenced but not printed 
in the general prevailing wage rates.
The U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) provides a toll-free hotline 
to report bid-rigging activities. Use 
the hotline to report bid-rigging, bid-
der collusion, and other fraudulent 
activities. The hotline number is (800) 
424-9071. The service is available 24 
hours, 7 days a week, and is confi-
dential and anonymous. The hotline 
is part of the DOT's effort to identify 
and investigate highway construction 
contract fraud and abuse and is oper-
ated under the direction of the DOT 
Inspector General.
The CITY OF WASCO, CITY CLERK    
/s/ Maria O. Martinez
DATED 1/14/2021
Publish Wasco Tribune January 21, 
2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Rainbow Clothing Department
2020-B5662

625 F Street
Wasco, CA 93280
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
625 F Street
Wasco, CA 93280
Maria Luisa Mendoza
516 E Street
Wasco, CA 93280
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 06-
11-2006
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Maria Luisa Mendoza
Date Statement Filed: 12/22/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/22/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Wasco Tribune January 21, 
28, February  4, 11, 2021

Motorcycle 
Set Up - 
Full time 

opening at North 
Kern Motorsports 

in Delano, 
mechanical and 

parts knowledge in 
motorcycles and 
ATVs. Computer 
literate, Clean 
DMV required, 

benefits including 
Med/Dental/

Vac/401(K). Please 
email resume to 

ewakelin@KMinc.
com or fax 

resume to:  HR 
(661) 393-5113.

 7      EMPLOYMENT 
         OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE
QUEEN 

BEDROOM SET
With mattress & 
Dresser. Great 
condition $250
(661) 910-5332

Service Shop Supervisor 
 Kern Machinery Inc. Bakersfi eld, CA – This 
individual will create and maintain a positive 
Customer Experience at every touch point 
of the Service Shop including employees, 
customers, and manufacturers.  Knowledge 
of methods, materials, tools and techniques 
used in diagnosis and mechanical repair of 
Diesel Powered Equipment.  Must have two 
year related experience, be organized, able to 
multi-task and prioritize.  Strong written and 
verbal communication skills and computer 
skills are required.  Bilingual profi ciency 
preferred.
 We offer competitive wages, paid holidays, 
vacation and training.  Our benefi ts offer 
401(K) Profi t Sharing, health, dental, vision 
and other plans designed to help employees 
make the best decisions for themselves, their 
families and lifestyles. 
 Clean DMV, Pre-Employment physical & Drug 
Test Required.  Check out our website:     

www.KMinc.com
 Please send resume to: ewakelin@KMinc.
com or fax to (661) 393-5113 or mail to HR at 
P.O. Box 80007, Bakersfi eld, CA  93380

 7                 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

OFFICE FURNITURE 
FOR SALE:

2 formal upholstered décor 
chairs $75 each. 2 large 

framed pictures $25 each. 
Large oak office desk with 
5 drawers & keyboard tray 

$100. Large L Shape oak office 
desk with 5 drawers $100.
Selling separately or all for 

$500 OBO.
Call 661-292-5100 or come by 

406 Central Ave, Newspaper office
M-F 9am-1pm

 5                           MISC. FOR SALE
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Requirements: Curiosity, writing ability and 
good communications skills with all kinds 
of people. Bilingual with knowledge of the 

area a plus. Reliable transportation and 
good work habits a must.

Serving our communities every day.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Colours Committee 

has announced that the 2021 festival 

has been canceled.
“We are sorry that we have had 

to come to this conclusion, but we 

will see you all in 2022,” said Larry 

Starrh, one of the founders of the 

festival.

Starrh, along with several other 

community members, wondered a 

few years ago what would happen 

if they brought together a group of 

events, all related to a form of trans-

formed art. They welcomed theater, 

an art gallery, movies, sculptures, 

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

Covid-19 isn’t something 

to take lightly. From personal 
experi-
e n c e , 

it can be terrifying when you 

continue having new and dif-

ferent symptoms on a daily 

basis.
I am one of the lucky 

ones who did not experi-

ence a high fever to give me 

an idea I had it. The fever 

is what let me know I still 

had the virus; however, what I got was a horrible headache 

before I knew I had been exposed and infected. Regular 

Periodical Postage
PAID

Shafter, CA
Permit 491700

Vol. 93  No. 29   •   Shaft er, California
Vol. 43  No. 29   •   Wasco, California 

Thursday, January 14, 2021

FREE!
UPDATES ONLINE AT THESHAFTERPRESS.COM AND WASCOTRIB.COM

Te ofrecemos más 

que sólo seguros 

para autos.

Te ofrecemos más 

que sólo seguros 

para autos.

Trenea Smart 

geico.com/bakersfield 

661-431-1780 

2720 Calloway Drive, Bakersfield

Trenea Smart

geico.com/bakersfield

661-431-1780

2720 Calloway Drive, Bakersfield

Aplican limites. Visita geico.com para ver más detalles. GEICO y afiliados. Washington, DC 20076 © 2020 GEICO 20_259643

Aplican limites. Visita geico.com para ver más detalles. GEICO y afiliados. Washington, DC 20076 © 2020 GEICO 20_259643

FASHION SHOEGRAND OPENING

SHAFTER
& WASCO

252 CENTRAL AVE, SHAFTER, CA. 93263
1001 7TH # A WASCO, CA 93263 (661)630-5324

SHAFTER

SHAFTER

SHAFTER

WASCO

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Highway 43 between Los Angeles and 

Galpin streets may be expanding after the 

City Council approved a survey.

Shoulder work will be done along this 

route, increasing the safety of the roadway.

The work has been discussed for months, 

with studies being done to compare the fea-

sibility of the project to the needs of the 

project.
The city has turned to companies to 

complete the survey in a timely manner so 

they will be able to use the funds available.

In 2019, Shafter received $1.5 million 

from the Federal Transportation Improve-

ment Program  Program for the city to con-

struct paved roadway shoulders at Santa Fe 

Way between Los Angeles Avenue and Gal-

pin Street. This construction funding is in 

the FTIP for the fi scal year 2021-22.

In preparation for this project, the city 

released a request for proposals to seven 

qualifi ed fi rms to complete the topographic 

survey.

Before the deadline, they received fi ve 

bids. The lowest qualifi ed bid was from 

Nexus 3D Consulting, LLC. The bid was 

for $22,130. After reviewing and assessing 

the proposals, staff determined that Nexus 

3D Consulting, LLC can complete the proj-

ect and has experience working for the city.

An appropriate budget to cover their pro-

Council OKs survey of Highway 43

See COUNCIL Page 3

This virus is no 
joking matter

 Editor’s Note | Toni DeRosa

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The city has seen the number of new 

cases of covid-19 increase last week, de-

spite campaigns to slow the spread.

Last week, there were 237 new cases, 

bringing the total number of confi rmed cas-

es to 2,698 since the start of the outbreak.

Of those cases, there have been over 800 

cases confi rmed as recoveries and over 500 

cases assumed recovered.

Shafter has had a face covering cam-

paign in place for over two months now, 

with the aim to slow the number of cases 

in the city. As people are wearing masks in 

growing numbers, the virus has still main-

tained its grip on the city.

Restaurants are offering take-out and 

delivery options, as well as outside dining. 

Hair salons and barber shops have stayed 

open during this last move to the purple tier, 

with safety guidelines in place. All of the 

supermarkets and stores in town have been 

enforcing the state-recommended policy 

of all customers and workers wearing face 

coverings.
Customers at the city buildings can pay 

utility bills and other transactions through a 

walk-up window located in the alley at the 

back of the city building. 

Residents who need to see the city man-

ager, building staff, or Public Works are 

seen by appointment only.

Shafter Animal Control have opened 

their doors to the public, with residents 

required to wear masks in the building, as 

well as practicing social distancing as rec-

ommended by the state. Adoptions are also 

being offered now as well. According to 

staff at the Shafter Animal Control offi ce, 

they have no available dogs at this time for 

adoption.
Dial-a-Ride services have not started up 

again, following the rest of Kern County, 

which has halted the services until further 

notice.

Virus surges with over 230 new covid cases

Photo provided by Alex Garcia.

Mayor Alex Garcia receives his fi rst covid-19 

vaccination on Wednesday, Jan. 6 through his 

employer at Universal Urgent Care in Bakers-

fi eld. He is scheduled for his second dose on 

Feb. 3.  

Mayor receives 
covid vaccine

See THIS Page 3

Colours Festival 
canceled for 2021

 The Colours Fun Run is always one of the favorites of the weekend.

One of the awards in the chili 

cook-off went to Zeke Smith.
See COLOURS Page 5
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Quality gas for a very low price!!!Purchase 10 Gallons or more and get a free Fountain Drink!!!
Breakfast & Grill 3AM-12PM Call in your order at 661-746-6082.
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127 S Shafter Ave, Shafter, CA 93263
Western Union, Money Orders, Pay BillsAuthorized for City of Shafter and PG&E Bills

Hot Deli All Day
Ice Cold Beer
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The city is still being bombarded by new coronavirus cases, as there were 127 new cases last week. This brings the total of con-firmed cases in Shafter to 2,450. This figure is very high on a case per population graphic. For example, in the Ba-kersfield 93308 area code, which includes Oildale and northern parts of Bakersfield, they have a population of over 50,000 peo-ple and have just 600 more confirmed cases of the virus than Shafter, with our popula-tion of just over 20,000 people. This calcu-lates to about 10% of our population.

The city is working hard to slow the spread of the virus, with the continuation of the Wear to Care mask campaign, which has gained a lot more support in recent weeks. The city is also providing sugges-tions to prevent the spread of the virus.City buildings are still closed to the pub-lic, with customers being served at a win-dow at the back, in the alleyway.They also are working to repair the dam-age done to the IT system that took place when the system suffered a malware attack that caused the systems to be shut down. 

Utility bills can still be paid at the window. During this time, they will not be impos-ing late fees to bills that are not paid by the posted due date.
Restaurants in town went back to take-out and delivery options, with a number of the businesses offering a full menu.Local stores have stayed open with face covering and social distancing guidelines in place, helping to keep the customers and staff safe and healthy.

For more information on the city’s ser-vices that are offered in this time of the pandemic, call the city hall building at 661-746-5001.

10% of city has coronavirus

Shafter is using these digital signs for its Wear to Care campaign.

It was a year many of us will remember for all the wrong reasons.
Never has there been so much change in so little time. The coronavirus took us all by surprise, never realizing how it would affect our lives. How could we have expected everyone to wear face masks and asking those close to us to stay away (well, at least six feet). Or the stock market to reach new records every day of the week the last week of a year in which we hit over-the-top levels of unemploy-ment and spent trillions 

of dollars we didn’t have 
to keep the economy 
from sinking? And in the 
middle, protests and counterprotests throughout the coun-try about the treatment of minorities at the hands of institu-tions, and even the movement to “defund police.”And then there was a presidential election like there never was before, with 

this environment as 
a backdrop. No tra-
ditional conventions, 
a campaign (mostly) 
waged in social media 
and televised debates, 
followed by a fractious 
vote that extended over 
a month and almost 
took longer to count.

Even these papers 
had to make moves we never expected, combining the strength of two communities into one.But we came through it all, despite it all. We end the year with hope. We’re starting to get vaccines that may al-low us to get back to what we remember as normal life. Back to being together, sharing meals and special times with those that we care about. Being able to see our loved ones to share good times and bad. Being able to be there when we are needed most.

Starting the 
comeback year

JAMIE STEWART
WASCO TRIBUNE

2020 will always be referred to as the Year of the Virus, but the city managed to thrive during the pan-demic.
Here is a brief look at the year.JANUARY
In January, at a City Council meeting, three people said they were 

concerned on the increase of crime. They cited instances of drug-related crimes, as well as instances of shots being fired. They questioned the council on how often deputies patrol the streets and how many deputies are on shift at one time. 
Deputy Public Works Director 

Chuck Soblewski presented two options to the council to get rid of graffiti. Option 1 included hiring two new personnel, purchasing a new vehicle and graffiti abatement equipment with Measure X funds, which would cost the city $651,000 over five years or $130,000 per year. Option 2 called for adding overtime 

Wasco was full of ups 
and downs in 2020

JAMIE STEWART
Wasco Tribune

Fresh on the heels of the second ho-micide in the city in a one-week period, a roundtable discussion was held to address the issue.
Hosted by council members Tilo Cortez and Vincent Martinez, the Zoom meeting had over 20 people in attendance includ-

ing community members Hector Moreno, Orquida Ocampo, Elizabeth Maartinez and Tracy Clendanan of the Orange Hearts Foundation.
Martinez, who is a former sheriff’s dep-uty with the Kern County Sheriff’s Depart-ment, gave the group an update on the cases 

in question and what law enforcement of-ficials are saying.
“In both shootings, law enforcement of-ficials believe that they are gang related,” said Martinez. “With the way the shooting was done, it appears that it was a gang hit.”In recent years, the violence has esca-lated in the city, which has residents very concerned and frightened about the future 

of Wasco.
Martinez said that one main reason that is given for the uptick in violent crime in town is the lenient policies in place when it comes to arresting individuals and how they are sentenced. Martinez gave an ex-ample of one of the suspected shooters. “The suspected shooter in one of the 

Council meets to address rise in crime
WASCO

OUR VIEW

See THERE Page 8

“Bring hope 
through what 

you do.”

See POLICE Page 3

See BOND Page 4

The Bengals became national cheer champions.

City manager blames crime on state moves, Page 8.

The Shafter Press and Wasco 
Tribune are looking for a 

bright, creative reporter to 
help cover our communities, 

full time or part time. 

For more information, contact the 
publisher, Michael Schroeder, at 

mschroeder@TheShafterPress.com 
or call 860-839-3389.

The Shafter Press and Wasco Tribune newspaper 
office is moving to a new location on February 1, 2021

The new office will be at:
455 E Kern St, Shafter (Corner of Kern and 

Central Ave – next door to Shafter State Farm)
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-1pm

661-292-5100
Proud to Serve the Shafter – Wasco Communities

With local news and advertising.

Open Mon-Sat • 8:00am-5:00pm

JAIME 
Auto Repair
Family owned friendly service

Honest and Reliable

101 Walker Street, Shafter  •  661-746-7926

State Stree t Barbershop

Professiona l - Re liable - Af fordable

state_street_barbershop

Tuesday-Friday 8:30-6:00pm
Saturday 6:00-3:00pm

Johnny Sisneros
Owner/Master Barber

(661)910-8801

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Public Works will be holding a house-
hold hazardous waste collection on Satur-
day, Feb. 13 for anyone needing to dispose 
of hazardous materials.

Due to the coronavirus outbreak and 
inclement weather, the last event was can-
celed.

The containers of waste accepted are 
those that are too toxic for the regular trash. 
Among the accepted materials are batteries, 

motor oil, paints, light bulbs, sharps (nee-
dles), pool chemicals, automotive products, 
cleaning products and more.

The event will be held at the Shafter/
Wasco Landfill at 17621 Scofield Road, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

According to Lynnda Martin, of Amer-
ican Refuse, residents were getting frus-
trated with the inability of disposing of 
their hazardous waste, forcing them to 

keep the materials longer than they would 
normally.

If you would like to participate in the 
collection, label all of your containers. 
Make sure that none of your containers 
are leaking. Do not mix different types 
of waste. Keep them separated. You can 
transport no more than 15 gallons of waste 
at a time, or up to 125 pounds per trip.

This event is for personal waste only. 
No commercial waste is allowed at this 
event.

Disposing of residential hazardous 
waste in your trash or dumping it down 
storm drains or into the sewer and septic 
systems can be dangerous to your health, 
the health of others and the environment. 
Thrown into your trash can, residential 
hazardous waste can pose a threat to trash 
collectors and workers. Dumped on the 
ground or street, waste can be absorbed 
into the ground water supply, enter storm 
drains and eventually pollute the Kern 
River.

Hazardous waste to be collected at event

SHAFTER

SHAFTER

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

New Mayor Cathy Prout has some goals 
for the city as Shafter continues to grow 
during the pandemic.

With a 5-0 vote, the council selected 
Prout to serve as the city’s mayor for the 
next two years. Prout said there are some 
challenges facing the city and she is look-
ing forward to working with the council 
and discussing the ways Shafter can move 
forward. 

“We are discussing having a strategic 
planning meeting that will give the group 
a chance to voice concerns and ways that 
Shafter can address those concerns, as well 
as making opportunities for its residents to 
thrive,” Prout said.

The city started the effort to help small 
businesses by offering the BEAR program, 

a program that gives businesses up to a 75% 
break on permits and fees associated with 
expanding and building. It is a little early to 
tell how the program has helped the com-
munity, with several businesses applying 
for the program, Prout said. 

“I know of several businesses that have 
applied. We will have to see how the pro-
gram succeeds in keeping and attracting 
businesses to downtown,” she said.

Prout said that every city faces similar 
challenges in this time of the pandemic, 
with revenues being affected county and 
state wide. But, with the strong reserves 
that Shafter has, and the sales tax revenue 
income that Shafter generates because of its 
different businesses, the city does not face 
such an uncertain future than similar cities, 

she said. Although Shafter has and will see 
a decrease in sales tax revenue because of 
the pandemic, it still has strengths that can 
push them forward. 

“We have some challenges facing us 
going forward, but we also have a lot to be 
proud of and a lot of great things going here 
that we can come together and keep grow-
ing,” commented Prout.

One change that Prout wants to see is the 
return of holding City Council meetings in 
person. 

“We received the funds to get the equip-
ment necessary for us to hold our meetings 
at the Shafter Vets Hall, with the cameras 
available and equipment necessary to hold 
the meetings in person.”

Currently, they are still holding the 
meetings via Zoom and can be viewed by 
the residents on Youtube.

Prout said that it is still early to tell what 
specifically will be changing, but she said 
that the council will decide how the city 
will move forward as a unit together. 

Prout has goals, challenges as mayor

Prout has been named mayor.

Kadie is a young, small female terrier mix. She came 
in as a stray and is approximately 10 months old. Kadie 
is timid toward staff and her behavior will be monitored 
daily. She is great with other dogs. She has been tested 
with large and small dogs. At the time it is unknown if 
Kadie is house/crate trained. Dogs are not tested with 
cats.

Kadie will be available for adoption/rescue on Jan. 
21. Additional information is not available. If this is your 
dog, contact the shelter right away at 661-758-7240.

Everyone is welcome to adopt from our facility, we 
like to give the same opportunity to adopt. Adopters can 
be from out of town and/or local. Call on Kadie’s day 
of availability to set up an appointment. First call, first 
serve. Appointments made by via email is not available. 
If she is reclaimed by owner before her availability, she 
will be removed from Petfinder immediately.

All dogs will be neutered/spayed once adopted. De-
pending on the availability of our local vet, it is not a 
guarantee that the animal will be spayed/neutered the 
same day.

The shelter will not accept animal surrenders until 
further notice.

Kadie is looking for her new family
PET OF THE WEEK

Jesse Mund, from the Flock Safety Pro-
gram, advised the council that the cam-
eras are hypersensitive to the numbers on 
license plates on the back of vehicles and 
are not focused on the driver or the front 
of the vehicle as well as not focused on pe-
destrians, even though a pedestrian may be 
viewed in the camera.

Following the Flock Safety Program re-
port, Ortiz-Hernandez then introduced the 
Community Partnership Camera Rebate 
Program, which the council discussed how 

residents could be reimbursed for the pur-
chase of a home surveillance camera sys-
tem not to exceed $100 or 50% rebate of the 
cost of the first camera and not to exceed 
$50 rebate for the cost of a second home 
camera. 

In conjunction with the discussion on 
crime in the city, Martinez prepared a pre-
sentation comparing 2019 and 2020 crime 
statistics for grand theft auto, which showed 
that through December 2019 the city had 
11 incidents and through December 2020, 
there were 31 incidents. 

Martinez told the council that most 
crimes had risen from 2019 to 2020. Traffic 
citations decreased from 2019 to 2020. The 
numbers are available for the Wasco sub-
station on the Kern County Sheriff’s Office 
website.

The council also unanimously approved 
the appointments of Traci Mills-Clendenen 
and Petra Rueda to the planning commis-
sion, and Danny Brown was appointed to 
the Mosquito Abatement Board with four 
yes votes and one no vote.

Director of Public Works Biridiana 

Bishop also reported after attending a coun-
ty public works meeting, an increase in land 
use fees for illegal dumping was proposed, 
which means an increase in taxes. Single-
family home fees will increase from $82.89 
to $105 and an increase for apartments 
from $66.30 to $84.00. 

Wasco Parks and Recreation Manager 
Vicki Hight and Planning Commissioner 
Pedro Ramirez were also both recognized 
for their contributions to the city and pre-
sented each with a Proclamation of Recog-
nition.
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Property crimes have risen in 2020


