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With the recent opening of the assistant superinten-
dent’s position, there were several teachers and admin-
istrators who put their name in the hat for the job. Ul-
timately, the Richland School District welcomed back 
Annette Blacklock, former principal at Golden Oak 
Elementary.

When Rocio Munoz left that job to take a position in 
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Richland students are improving overall, but still are 
testing below state averages in every category, according 
to the latest scores.

At the recent Richland School District board meeting, 
a presentation was given on the most recent Dashboard 
numbers for the district when it comes to classroom per-
formance.

These reports break down the results for students in 
third to fifth grades, as well as by student groups, such as 
English Learners, students with disabilities and students 
without disabilities.

English Learners categorizes those students for which 
English is not a first languages and is not the primary lan-
guage used in their 
home.

The students 
in the Richland 
School District 
tested below the 
state average, but 
their scores im-
proved from the 
previous year’s re-
sults. In the Dash-
board reports, 
each district receives a grade under a point system, as well 
as a color designation. Red signifies low performance, with 
yellow below average; orange is medium, with green and 
blue being high performance. The numbers range from a 
low of 1, to a high of 5.

The district as a whole received a score of 2.5, which is 
right in between orange and yellow. They scored below the 
state average, which is 3.5, but was ahead of the average of 
Kern County districts, which was 1.8.

These scores are improvements over the previous year’s 
scores. In English, the district was 40 points below the 
standard to meet, which was an improvement of 6 points 
from the last testing done. In math, the district scored 63 
points below the standard, which was an improvement of 
8.6 points. 

The Dashboard also includes data on absenteeism and 
the suspension rates for each district, but Richland did not 
get their numbers submitted in time for them to be counted. 
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In the competitive sport of wrestling, there are fierce 
rivalries amid the different leagues and divisions, making 
the season full of hotly contested matches, be it in duals 
or tournaments. But those competitive wrestlers came to-
gether recently when one of their own found out that he was 
facing a daunting challenge off the mat.

Nickolas Garza, a junior at Shafter High, was diagnosed 
with leukemia and is fighting the disease with several 
rounds of chemotherapy. When the local wrestling commu-
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Shafter wrestlers show their support for teammate Nickolas Garza.

Shaved heds, caring hearts from wrestlers
Nickolas Garza
receives support

Richland students improving
Stats say ‘We 
have work to do’

See IMPROVING Page 4
See BLACKLOCK Page 4

Ex-principal
returns to
front office

Annette Blacklock is the new assistant superintendent for the Richland School District.

“I thought and prayed 
about it, but, really, 

with Rosa Romero at 
the helm at the moment, 
and the staff that is in 
place, it was really an 

easy decision to make.”
–Annette Blacklock

Richland’s 2.5 overall 
score was below the 

state average, which is 
3.5, but was ahead of the 
average of Kern County 
districts, which was 1.8.
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The Press accepts calendar items as received from non-
profit and public organizations.

To add a meeting or event, or correct an item, call 661-
292-5100 or email calendar@TheShafterPress.com. Please 
include contact name, phone and email. Items may be edited 
for available space and content.

Mystery historyCommunity
Calendar
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MONDAY
Free Fit Camp — Get fit with Giselle, 6:30 p.m. Mon-

days and Wednesdays, at the Shafter Youth Center, 455 E. 
Euclid Ave. On Instagram at getfitgigi.

Free Zumba Gold (modified Zumba) — FREE to all 
ages. Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m., at 505 Sunset 
Ave., the Walker Senior Center. Call Shafter Recreation for 
information, 661-746-3303.

Influencers -- Women’s group in Shafter.  Mondays at 
6 p.m. at 350 Pine St. in the Fellowship Hall.  A journey-
guiding women into an intimate relationship with Christ. 
For more information, call. Rebecca, 661-549-0237.

North Kern 4H – Meetings at 7 p.m. second Monday 
of each month. Located at 523 Broadway St. at the Karl 
Clemens Elementary School Cafeteria, Wasco.

SRPD – The Shafter Recreation and Parks Department 
Board of Directors meets on the second Monday at the 
Walker Senior Center, 505 Sunset, at 6 p.m.

SWAT -- Senior Wellness 55 years + at 5, 6 and 7 p.m., 
at 505 Sunset Ave.

Richland school board -- Richland School District 
board meets on the first Monday at Golden Oak cafeteria 
at 6:30 p.m.

Alliance Against Family Violence and Sexual Assault 
– Services available on Mondays in Shafter: case man-
agement 9 a.m.-3 p.m. (English and Spanish); Peer sup-
port group 3-4 p.m. Spanish; peer support group 4-5 p.m. 
English. Meetings held at 329 Central Ave. Information, 
661-322-0931. 24-hour Crisis Line 661-327-1091 or 800-
273-7713.

Kern High School District board -- Meeting the second 
Monday at 5801 Sundale Ave., Bakersfield at 7 p.m.

NA -- Meeting is held every Monday at the Shafter Vet-
erans Hall, 301 California Ave., at 7 p.m.

AARP -- Meetings for the American Association of Re-
tired People are held on the third Monday at the Walker 
Senior Center, 505 Sunset Ave., at 1:30 pm.

ARREST REPORT
As reported by the Shafter Police Department

AMVETS - The Shafter post of the AMVET meets the 
first and third Monday at 7 p.m. at the Veterans Hall, 301 
California Ave.

TUESDAY
Free Fit Camp — Get fit with Giselle, 6:30 p.m. Mon-

days and Wednesdays, at the Shafter Youth Center, 455 E. 
Euclid Ave. On Instagram at getfitgigi.

Free Yoga in Wasco — White Wolf Wellness Foundation 
offers a free Yoga class starting Jan. 7 and continuing Jan. 
21, Feb. 4 and Feb. 18 at 7:15 p.m. at the Wasco Community 
Center, 1280 Poplar Ave. Yoga instructor Yani Valdez teach-
es stretching to help with pain, stress and anxiety.  Provided 
by Kern Behavioral Health and Recovery Services.

Adult Hip Hop Class -- 7 p.m. at the Shafter Recreation 
Walker Senior Center, 505 Sunset. Classes are $3 donation. 
Led by Brandi Root.

Food Pantry — Food giveaway the third Sunday, Shafter 
Christian Fellowship, 632 James St., starting at 1 p.m. First 
come, first served.

Lions Club – Meetings second and fourth Tuesdays 6:30 
p.m. at the Veterans Hall.

Chair exercise 55+ -- 11 a.m. at W.C. Walker Center.
Arts & crafts 55 years + -- Meeting 10 a.m. at W.C. 

Walker Center.
Community Bible study – Nondenominational study 

meets 10 a.m. at Valley Bible Church.
City Council --Shafter City Council meets the first and 

third Tuesdays at 336 Pacific Ave. at 7 p.m. 
Planning Commission-- Shafter Planning Commission 

meets second Tuesdays at 336 Pacific Ave. at 7 p.m.
PTA – The Richland Parent Teachers Association meets 

the first Tuesday at Sequoia Elementary School, 500 East 
Fresno Ave., in the library at 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Auxiliary – The American Legion 
Auxiliary meets on the first Tuesday at 2 p.m. at the Vet-
erans Hall. The auxiliary also hosts a potluck dinner at the 
Veterans Hall, 301 California Ave. on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. 

Alzheimer’s –  Shafter Healthcare holds Alzheimer’s 
support group meetings on the third Tuesday, 2-4 p.m., at 
the Shafter Convalescent Hospital, 140 East Tulare Ave. In-
formation, 661-746-3912.

SWAT -- Senior Wellness 55 years + at 5, 6 and 7 p.m. 
at Walker Senior Center, 505 Sunset Ave.

WEDNESDAY
Free Zumba Gold (modified Zumba) — FREE to all 

ages. Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m., at 505 Sunset 
Ave., the Walker Senior Center. Call Shafter Recreation for 

information, 661-746-3303.
Free Fit Camp -- Get fit with Giselle, 6:30 p.m., at Man-

nel Park. On Instagram at getfitwgigi.
Youth program -- Awana Club program: Jr. high group 

(6th-8th grades)
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Awana Clubs (K-5th grades) 6-8 p.m. 

at Valley Bible
Church, 350 Pine St.
Shafter Community Task Force - Meets the sec-

ond Wednesday,  9-10 a.m.,  at the Shafter Police Depart-
ment Briefing Room.

SWAT -- Senior Wellness 55 years-plus at 5, 6 and 7 
a.m. at Walker Senior Center, 505 Sunset Ave. 

Folklorico – Dance classes are available Wednesday 
evenings at Golden Oak Cafeteria. Pee wee ages 5-8 at 4 
p.m.; intermediate ages 9-12 at 5 p.m., advanced ages 13 to 
adult, 6 p.m. Information, 661-746-4352.

Shafter Collaborative -- Meets the third Wednesdays in 
the Shafter Police Department conference room at 9 a.m. 

Women’s Club --Shafter Women’s Club meets the first 
Wednesday the Shafter Police Department Conference 
Room. at 11:30 a.m. 

Lions --Shafter Lion’s Club meets the first and third 
Wednesday of every month at China Cuisine Restaurant at 
7 a.m.

Kiwanis --The Shafter Kiwanis Club meets Wednesdays 
at noon at the Shafter Veterans Hall.

Airport board--Shafter Minter Field Airport District 
Board meets the second and fourth Wednesday of every 
month at 5 p.m. in the District office at Minter Field, 201 
Aviation Street.

Prop 36 -- Spiritual meetings for Prop 36 or others in 
recovery from addictions at Free Will Baptist Church, 155 
Redwood, at 7 p.m. or Home Fellowship Church, 520 Cali-
fornia Ave., at 7 p.m.

Rotary -- Shafter Rotary Club meets at 6:30 a.m. at the 
Shafter Veteran’s Hall for breakfast.

Al-Anon – Al-Anon meetings are held at St. Therese’s 
Catholic Church, 300 W. Lerdo Hwy., from 9-10 a.m. In-
formation, 562-948-2190 or 888-425-2666.

Prayer night -- Community Night of Prayer and Worship 
at the Ford Theater offers a chance to gather together as a 
community to pray together and to worship the Lord. All 
are welcome at 7 p.m. For more information, call Michelle 
at 661-630-4059.

THURSDAY
NEW: STEAM Activities Club — Join for science ex-

periments Jan. 16 at 2 p.m. at the Shafter Branch Library.
NEW: Lego Club Mania — Thursday, Jan. 16, at 5:30 

p.m. at the Shafter Branch Library.
Sack Day 55+ -- Every first and third Thursday at 10 

a.m., W.C. Walker Center.
Commodities – Commodities will be given out at 11 

a.m. the fourth Thursday of every month at the Shafter 
Youth Center at 455 E. Euclid Avenue. First come, first 
serve. For more information call 661-746-8235. 

Turning Point – Jesus Saves Church offers a nine-week 
program that is Bible-based and will teach you the biblical 
principles to become free of a life-controlling problem. The 
classes are held every Thursday from 6:30-8 p.m. at 425 
South Shafter Ave.  

SWAT -- Senior Wellness 55 years + at 5, 6 and 7 p.m. 
at 505 Sunset Ave.

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the Shafter 
Historical Society. If you know the location, circum-
stances, exact or rough date and/or people in the 
photo, send your educated (or semieducated) guess 
to The Press, 406 Central Ave., Shafter 93263, or e-mail 
it to mysteryphoto@The ShafterPress.com. Winners 
will be revealed here next week. LAST WEEK:  Lupe 
Sabedra and Dora Valarde at La Colonia circa 1948.

Call us Today to Learn more!

661-488-7189

What does 
energy do for us?

JAN. 6
Santos Gutierrez III, 29, 

of Shafter, was arrested on 
a misdemeanor bench war-
rant.

Jose Reyes Soto, 37, of 
Shafter, was arrested for 
loitering on private prop-
erty, possession of stolen 
tools and possession of 
controlled substance para-
phernalia.

Isaiah Gregory Smith, 
19, of Shafter, was arrested 
in the 100 block of Beth 
Eden Avenue for trespass-
ing on private property.

Robert Ortiz Jr., 33, of 
Shafter, was arrested in the 
9500 block of Mountain 
Peak Lan, for contempt and 
disobeying court order.
JAN. 7

Joshua Oros, 26, of 
Shafter, was arrested in the 
200 block of Colvard Street 
on a  misdemeanor bench 
warrant, possession of con-

trolled substance and para-
phernalia.

Miguel Angel Santa-
Cruz, 24, of Shafter, was 
arrested for DUI, driving 
with suspended license and 
on an outside agency war-
rant.
JAN. 8

Juan Carlos Rios, 21, 
of Shafter, was arrested for 
possession of a controlled 
substance.

Andrew Lester Avalos, 
21, of Shafter, was arrested 
for possession of controlled 
substance paraphernalia 
and on a misdemeanor 
bench warrant.

Stephen Mohamed Nagi, 
40, of Shafter, was arrested 
in the 400 block for posses-
sion of controlled substance 
paraphernalia.

Rene Garza Larralde, 
53, of Shafter, was arrested 
on a misdemeanor bench 
warrant.

JAN. 10
Jeremiah Soloman War-

ren, 29, of Shafter, was ar-
rested in the 500 block of 
State Avenue on a misde-
meanor bench warrant and 
an outside agency warrant.
JAN. 11

Joan Baltazar Medrano, 
19, of Shafter, was arrested 
in the 400 block of West 
Ash for obstruction of a 
public officer, underage 
drinking and DUI.

Reginaldo Trujillo, 37, 
of Shafter, was arrested for 
domestic violence and pos-
session of open container in 
public.
JAN. 12

Joesia Manuel Martinez, 
24, of Shafter, was arrested 
for possession of controlled 
substance paraphernalia and 
on an outside agency warrant.

BUTTONWILLOW
DEC. 23

Miguel Adame, 31, of 

Lost Hills, was arrested in 
the 14000 block of Lamber-
son Avenue in Lost Hills for 
violation of a domestic vio-
lence protection order. 
DEC. 25

Rigoberto Duenas, 47, 
of Wasco, was arrested in 
the 20000 block of Tracy 
Avenue for tampering with 
a vehicle, conspiracy, pos-
session of burglary tools, 
petty theft and being in pos-
session of stolen property. 
JAN. 2

Abel Tolento, 24, of 
Wasco, was arrested in the 
24000 block of Highway 
46 in Wasco for cruelty to 
animals, willful discharge 
of a firearm, carrying a 
concealed weapon in ve-
hicle, carrying a loaded 
firearm without registra-
tion, conspiracy to commit 
a crime, carrying a loaded 
firearm and grand theft: 
firearm.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW: BC enrollment -- Bakersfield College spring 

2020 Express Enrollments will be taken Thursday, Jan. 
16, 4-7 p.m., at the Shafter Learning Center, 236 James 
St.

NEW: Libraries closed — All Libraries will be 
closed Monday, Jan. 20, for the Martin Luther King 
birthday holiday.

Seeking all veterans -- A meeting will be held Mon-
day, Jan. 27, at 6 p.m. hour at the Veterans Hall, 309 
California Ave., Shafter. Call Mike Miller for more de-
tails,  661-477-9261.

MOFA -- Mexican American Opportunity Founda-
tion of Bakersfield is a vocational training at no cost. 
Career enhancement classes, externship, computers, 
typing and GED. Call for more information, 661-336-
6821 or email MAOF.org.

Community awards -- The 72nd Annual Community 
Awards Banquet, sponsored by the Shafter Chamber of 
Commerce and Agriculture, is Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020, 
at the Shafter Ford Theatre. Tickets may be purchased 
at the chamber office. Information, call 661-746-2600

Shafter Animal Control — Donations are welcomed: 
Nonplumping cat litter, kitten/puppy chow and stainless 
steel buckets. Drop off donations at the shelter, 18849 
Shafter Ave. Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Wednes-
day 1-7 p.m.
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A record-setting number 
of Christmas trees were on 
display for the month of 
December at the Shafter 
Depot Museum in their an-
nual Christmas Tree deco-
rating contest. There were 
16 trees entered this year 
in the competition, with 
the theme “Lights, Camera, 
Christmas!”

Each tree depicted a hol-
iday movie or scene, with 
a variety of titles from the 
competitors. 

Residents were encour-
aged to come to the mu-
seum and vote for their 
favorite tree, with the top 
three entrants recognized 
at the end of the competi-
tion. The voting was busy 
throughout the month, with 
the different events going 
on at the museum, with the 
Shafter Brass Band per-
forming, a visit from Santa 
Claus and a remembrance 
of Pearl Harbor, with a 
couple of vintage jeeps on 
display.

After all of the voting 
was done, the Shafter Po-
lice Department came out 
on top, with their tree filled 
with ornaments that includ-
ed bullets, donuts, badges 
and police cars. They also 
used police caution tape as 
a tree skirt to round out the 
display.

A lot of people loved the 
tree and thought that the 
decorations were very cre-
ative. “It shows that it isn’t 
who has the biggest tree, but 
how it is decorated,” said 
local photographer Colleen 
Diltz. “I think that the orna-
ments and the caution tape 
were just so clever.”

Second place went to 
the Shafter Post Office. 
Their theme was “Letters to 
Santa” and included bright 
red ribbon, a mailbox that 
was stuffed with letters to 
St. Nick and a lot of letters 
from children displayed on 
the tree. 

The Shafter Press got 
third place with their 
“Frosty the Snowman” en-
try, which had Frosty com-
plete with a top hat, corn-

cob pipe, long nose and, of 
course, a satchel of newspa-
pers announcing his arrival. 

According to Stan Wil-

son, director of the muse-
um, this was the most trees 
that they have ever had in 
the competition.
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In the two years Don Pepe’s has been 
open, building a reputation as a family-ori-
ented, friendly restaurant for Shafter. Owner 
Jose Martinez has been 
successful in his vision, 
with the restaurant having 
a loyal customer base that 
is growing all the time.

In a move intended 
to expand their follow-
ing, the restaurant is 
unveiling a new menu 
that includes its popular 
Mexican fare along with 
American food, includ-
ing burgers, sandwiches 
and pizza.

Martinez bought the 
restaurant in 2017 and 
said that he wanted to 
have a place that Shafter 
residents could go for a 
great meal and a good experience. He was 
wise in how to attain it. “I am a farmer and 
don’t know a lot about the restaurant busi-
ness, but I have always heard that you don’t 
have to be the best, but need to hire the best.”

Martinez believes he’s done just that, 
with Manager Pedro Flores running the 
restaurant and chef Miguel Alcaraz in the 
kitchen. Both men have over 25 years of ex-
perience, a lot of which 
was in Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico, working in the 
food and hotel industry 
before making the move 
to Shafter.

They have a total of 
28 members of the staff.

Don Pepe’s serves a 
great variety of Mexican 
favorites such as fajitas, 
enchiladas, tacos, and an 
assortment of seafood in-
cluding a popular bacon-
wrapped shrimp dish. 
With the addition of the American dishes, 
the customer base is expected to grow. If you 
are in the mood for some breakfast for lunch 
or dinner, just ask for their breakfast menu, 
which is available any time of the day. 

They also boast a bar that stays busy 
during the week and is packed on the week-
ends, with Happy Hour Monday through 
Friday from 2 to 7 p.m. and all day on Sat-
urdays and Sundays. They also have a daily 

special.
Flores said that the restaurant, which 

was formerly known as Don Perico’s, had 
enjoyed some success, but just prior to the 
purchase, the restaurant went through a pe-

riod of decline due to the owners’ personal 
problems.

Since opening under the new name, 
Flores and his crew have worked hard to re-
build that reputation, and he says it’s been 
a success. “I didn’t go there for a couple of 
years, but have started eating there regularly 
again, With the new owners, it is like night 
and day,” said Alfredo Juarez, who eats 

there with his family at 
least once a week.

Martinez said that 
they are not just look-
ing to be a success, 
but also are looking to 
give back to the com-
munity that has wel-
comed them so openly. 
“We try to support the 
community as much 
as we can, sponsoring 
teams, clubs and orga-
nizations. I love this 
community and think 

that it is a great place to raise a family,” 
commented Martinez.

Flores also said that the popular buffet 
that they offer is available Monday through 
Friday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday 
brunch is from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Flores added that if you drive by on 
Wednesdays and Friday you will see them 
barbecuing ribs, tri-tip and chicken outside 
on the grill, another draw for diners.
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We are your hometown family 
dentist. Call today and let us take 

care of your dental needs!

661-746-6989
1110 E. Lerdo Hwy, Ste 200
Shafter, CA 93263

www.adeptdentalshafter.com
Se Habla Espanol

“Why go miles for your smiles when we’re closer and faster at

ADEPT DENTAL SHAFTER”
NOW ACCEPTING MEDI-CAL 

& NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 
$149.00 - FULL MOUTH 

EXAM AND X-RAYS

Since opening under 
the new name, 

Manager Pedro Flores 
and his crew have 

worked hard to rebuild 
that reputation, and he 
says it’s been a success.

A new menu as Don Pepe’s grows

The friendly staff at Don Pepe’s, left to right, include Miguel Alcaraz, Elva Cacares, 
Ana Silva, Sara Cruz and Pedro Flores.

Don Pepe’s is unveiling a new menu this week, complete 
with Mexican and American food.
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Yes, it is that time of year again. For those 
of you who are wondering what to do with 
your Christmas tree, the City of Shafter has 
a drop-off location that is available.

 They are accepting trees at the City of 
Shafter Corporation Yard at 550 N. Shafter 
Ave., at the corner of East Tulare and North 
Shafter Avenues.

They will be open five days a week, 
Monday-Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. They 
are asking that you remove the tree stands, 
nails and decorations from the tree before 
bringing it to the location. You can also take 
your tree to the Shafter/Wasco Landfill at 
17621 Scofield Avenue.

It is also time for the city’s annual brush 
and limbs collection. The schedule for the 
pickup service is as follows: Jan. 1-15, they 
will be picking up piles north of Lerdo 
Highway. Jan. 16-31, they will be south of 
Lerdo Highway. In February, north of Lerdo 

Highway will be picked up Feb. 1-15 and 
south of Lerdo Highway will be Feb. 16-28. 

There are guidelines to follow to make sure 
that your limbs and brush will be picked up. 
You need to leave piles in public streets, they 
cannot be placed in alleys. You also need to 
make piles less than 10 feet in length, and they 
also must be two feet apart from each other. 

The city asks residents to make sure that 
stumps and limbs are smaller than one foot 
wide. If you have palm trees, they must be 
placed in a separate pile. You cannot mix 
leaves and limbs in the same pile. They 
must be separated or they will not be picked 
up. You also cannot block walkways or gut-
ters. Make sure the piles are not clogging or 
blocking them. 

Piles that do not meet these requirements 
will not be picked up and are the owner’s re-
sponsibility. If you have questions, you can 
call the City of Shafter at 661-746-5001, or 
look on their Facebook page for more in-
formation.

How to recycle trees
and brush this season

Shafter PD nabs
1st in tree contest

Annette Gomez Espinoza from the Shafter Post Office 
with their second-place entry, “Letters to Santa.”

The entry from the Shafter Police Department cap-
tured first place in the contest.

Your hometown newspaper.

Support your local paper.
Read it.

Subscribe by calling Erica Soriano at 
661-292-5100. In your mailbox every week, it’s only 
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Hola, Vecino.
¡Hoy es un gran día para ahorrar dinero junto con tu oficina local de GEICO!

Trenea Smart  |  661-431-1780  |  2720 Calloway Drive, Bakersfield | geico.com/bakersfield

¡Ofrecemos 

Seguro de Hogar 
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Para averiguar cuánto puedes ahorrar en tu seguro de auto y recibir una cotización, ponte en contacto con Trenea Smart.
Bakersfield

Quality gas for a very low price!!!Purchase 10 Gallon or more and get a free Fountain Drink!!!
Breakfast & Grill 3AM-12PM Call in your order 

at 661-746-6082.
Open Mon-Sat 3AM-2AM • Sunday 5am-1am

127 S Shafter Ave, Shafter, CA 93263 Western Union, Money Orders, Pay BillsAuthorized for City of Shafter and PG&E Bills

Hot Deli All Day
Ice Cold Beer
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter City Council voted to move forward on a project that will see the ex-isting Shafter Learning Center and Library expand to include more classrooms and several areas that will make the center a complex suited for a variety of uses.
Just a few months ago, GAF Materials, a roofi ng materials manufacturer based in Cawelo, decided to reach out to the commu-nity and fi nd out a need that the residents of Shafter had and try to fi ll that need.
CCO Andy Hilton met with Council-member Cathy Prout, as well as David Franz, the director of the Education Proj-ect and the Shafter Learning Center. They “threw some ideas around,” Hilton said.When GAF found out that Franz and company had outgrown their existing build-ing, an idea was born to expand the center. An event was held earlier in the year in which the community was invited to give their input on what they thought the biggest needs were at the center.

Learning Center to expand

GAF’s CCO Andy Hilton tells the audience of the exciting plans for the project.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

If you are wondering why you have not received a water bill this month, it is not a mistake, but a change the city is making in their billing procedures for utility customers. 
Currently, the city has been billing customers for their water in advance. Payments made at the beginning of November were for services provided in the month of November. For cus-

Change 
on water
bills

See CHANGE Page 3See LEARNING Page 5

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Golden Oak Tigers had a packed cafeteria on Tues-day morning as they held their annual Christmas program. Santa arrived and played emcee for the event as all of the classes had their turn on the stage.
Parents, friends and family fi lled the space up as the kids performed a variety of holiday songs, including Mrs. Lopez’s class, who kicked things off with “Santa Claus is Coming to Town.” Santa told the kids after the song that he really could see if they were naughty or nice, and that he thought all of the Tigers had been nice this year.Mrs. Lopez’s class was joined by Mrs. Castillo’s class for “Campana Sobre Campana.” It was then Mrs. Castillo’s class’ turn to take center stage with “Baby Jesus, We Love 

Golden Oak
celebrates
the holidays

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

To the delight of over 150 people awaiting his arrival, Minter Field played host to the jolly old fellow from the North Pole on Saturday.
The Minter Field Air Museum sponsored their annual Santa Fly-In, giving everyone a chance to meet St. Nick. Museum Director Ronald Pierce said he was glad the weather held out, allowing Santa to make a safe touch-down next to the main hangar. 

Santa was accompanied by Mrs. Claus and a host of helpful elves. California Pinups for Patriots assisted Santa with the formation of a line, making sure all the kids got a turn to visit with Santa. CPFP has joined Minter Field for several events, and this event was a special one as they gave kids a big dose of holiday cheer. 
The gates opened at 10 a.m. and a large line started to form in anticipation of his arrival. As his pilot neared, the crowd could hear the roar of the blades and see Santa waving as they circled the landing area a couple of times.

Wind from the force of the blades gave everyone a blast of air in the face as Santa exited the chopper. The chil-dren had a look of amazement in their eyes as they saw the red and white clad fi gure step out.
Once set up, with Mrs. Claus by his side, Santa invited the fi rst of many children to take a seat in the WWII-era jeep, inviting him to share what was on his wish list.
Every child received a visit with 

Santa, as well as a stuffed animal. The stuffed animals were courtesy of PetSmart, who donated over 200 stuffed animals to the museum.
“I haven’t been to the museum in two years. I can’t believe how much more stuff they have than when I was here last. This is wonderful,” said Ar-nold Marquez, who attended the event with his two boys, Jose and Enrique. “I am having fun spending time with my boys.”

Rudolph gets a break
as Santa fl ies in

Leah and Angelo Perez were at the front of the line to see Santa.

Candlelight 
service set

The First Southern Baptist Church in Shafter is inviting the community to their annual Candlelight Christmas Service that will be held on Sunday, Dec. 22.
The service will begin at 6 p.m. The service will have a special message in this holiday time and will also include music. Pastor Jim Neal will be deliver-ing the message and is encouraging everyone to stick around after the service for a time of fellowship.A cookie reception will be held afterward.

See CHRISTMAS Page 5
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Basham & Lara Funeral Care in Shafter 

held their annual Holiday Memorial Ser-

vice recently, giving loved ones a chance to 

recognize those that they have lost this past 

year.
The community gathered to honor fam-

ily members who are no longer with them, 

letting them celebrate their lives, as well as 

giving helping them in the grieving process.

A large tree was at the Dec. 18 ceremo-

ny, filled with personalized ornaments with 

the loved ones pictures on them. At the end, 

the family members were invited to take 

the ornament of their loved one home with 

them.
Pastor Pat Coyle of the Shafter Men-

nonite Brethren Church opened the cer-

emony with a prayer, which was followed 

by a Christmas carol. Coyle then gave the 

Loved ones honored

in memorial service

Candles were lit for those who had passed away.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Sequoia Elementary School held their 

annual Christmas Program last Thursday 

morning with the students performing a va-

riety of holiday songs. 

In years past, it was hard to get a seat for 

the event, with the venue filling up quick-

ly, well before start time of the program. 

This year, there was a performance for the 

kindergarten to third graders at 8:30 a.m., 

with a separate performance for the fourth 

through sixth graders at 9:30 a.m. This al-

leviated the crowds and gave everyone a 

chance to enjoy the performances.

The kindergarten classes united for a 

rousing rendition  of “Santa Claus is Com-

ing to Town,” complete with choreography.

The first-grade class told the audience 

in their number that the late night visitor 

“Must Be Santa.”

“Jingle Bell Rock” was the choice for the 

second-graders, giving the crowd  a chance 

Music makes the season

at Sequoia Elementary

Kindergarten class “sleeping” in the hopes that St. Nick would come their way.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

With the majority of California schools and resource 

centers dealing with challenging budget cuts and uncer-

tainty, the Shafter Healthy Start program received a much-

needed boost from First 5 Kern, with a financial award of 

$800,000 to continue to serve the Shafter community from 

2020 to 2025.

With the help of Program Director Dr. Mayra Helo-

Trvino, the resource center applied for a very competitive 

grant to continue to serve communities. Helo-Trevino said, 

“This grant is so competitive that a couple of resource cen-

ters that, unfortunately, didn’t receive the grant, are looking 

at the possibility of closing their doors.”

Asked if Shafter would have had to face a similar fate 

From left, Yadira Cadena, lead family advocate; Rosa Romero, RSD interim superintendent; Martin Rodriguez, 

RSD chief business officer; and Dr. Mayra Helo-Trevino, RSD director of student and family services and Shafter 

Healthy Start program director. They are with Kern 5’s Paula de la Riva, First 5 Kern Program Officer Ronald 

Maier, First 5 Kern Executive Officer; amd Charlene McNama First 5 Kern Administrative Finance Specialist.

Grant saves Healthy Start
$800K from First 5 

to keep doors open

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Depot Mu-

seum held their annual 

Christmas celebration this 

past Saturday with refresh-

ments, music, Christmas 

trees and fun.

The Shafter Brass Band 

performed for the crowd, 

playing a variety of holiday 

favorites. Among the band 

was former Judge Gary In-

gle, who is celebrating his 

40th year playing Christmas 

music for the community of 

Shafter. 
The event featured 16 

trees decorated in the theme 

for this year, “Lights, Cam-

era, Christmas!”

Several clubs, organiza-

tions and individuals deco-

rated trees that are being 

judged by the community. 

The trees are on display at 

the museum until Jan. 4. 

The community has been 

voting for their favorite 

tree, and the winners will be 

announced in early January. 

Coffee, hot chocolate 

and cookies were served 

for the attendees as they pe-

rused the museum, as well 

as the trees. 
The museum is ever-

changing, with new exhibits 

and a refurbished upstairs, 

which contains a child’s 

playroom, a sitting area 

from the early part of the 

Depot Museum celebrates Christmas

Police Chief Kevin Zimmermann with the department’s 

tree. It was cleverly decorated with bullets, badges, do-

nuts. They also used police caution tape as a tree skirt.

Maggy and owner Sharon Voth visit with Santa Claus.

See CHRISTMAS Page 5
See MUSIC Page 5

See MEMORIAL Page 5

See $800K Page 6
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nity found out about this, they came together in a show of 
support that made a statement of solidarity.

Garza was on the junior varsity team the past two sea-
sons, working his way up the ladder, preparing for his 
chance to wrestle on the varsity team. Right before the sea-
son began, Garza, who had been experiencing some pain 
in his shoulder and stomach, went to the doctor and got the 
alarming diagnosis. He was immediately transported to the 
Children’s Hospital in Madera.

Golden Valley wrestling coach Joe Rojas, through tour-
naments and practice clinics, had made a connection with 
Garza, and was moved by the news. Rojas, who had a full 
head of hair that hung to 
his shoulders, decided 
to show his support for 
Garza, who had lost his 
hair due to the treat-
ments, and had his head 
shaved. 

Afterward, several 
more wrestlers and 
coaches followed suit 
and before they knew 
it, there was a gym full 
of shaved heads united 
as one. “It is only hair,” 
said Rojas, “It will grow 
back. This is just to show 
that we support Nick, and we are here for him.” He said 
that a lot of the wrestlers have known each other since they 
started wrestling in youth teams at the ages of seven or 
eight years old.

Shafter Coach Spencer Hill, who is in his first year of 
coaching varsity after the retirement of

Rick Gabin, said that the support has been growing in 
recent weeks. “Through posts on social

media, the entire wrestling community has learned of 
Nick’s fight and several have shaved their

heads on their own.” These include wrestlers from North 
High, as well as Foothill.

Hill said that they wanted to let him know that he was 
not alone in this fight. “They wanted to let Nick know that 
they have his back and that the wrestling community is one 
big family.”

Jayven Rojas, son of Golden Valley coach Joe Rojas, 
described his feelings: “With wrestling, we are only rivals 
on the mat, or during tournaments. But off the mat, or in 

a Bakersfield School District, the former 
principal of Redwood Elementary School 
was selected for the position. But, after 

approximately a week at the job, Luis 
Rodriguez left the district as well. 

Blacklock left the Richland School 
District two years ago, after the dis-

trict decided to shake up the adminis-
trative staff at the district, reassigning 
the majority of the administrators to 
teaching positions. Originally, Black-

lock was to be the principal 
at Richland Junior High but 
decided to leave the district, 
becoming principal of Rio 
Bravo Greeley School.

But Blacklock said that 
when she heard of the posi-
tion being open, she decided 
to put her name in for the as-
sistant superintendent’s po-
sition. “I thought and prayed 
about it, but, really, with 
Rosa Romero at the helm 
at the moment, and the staff 
that is in place, it was really 
an easy decision to make.”

Blacklock began her ed-
ucation career at Richland 
as an emergency certified 
teacher in 1998. She got 
her degree at Cal State Ba-
kersfield and received her 
masters from Fresno Pa-
cific. After starting with the 
district in 1998, she taught 
several grades through the 
years, including second, 
fourth and fifth grades.

Before serving as princi-
pal at Golden Oak, Black-
lock got her first adminis-
trative position at Redwood 
Elementary School as assis-
tant principal.

She said that she is very 
excited for this school year 
and is very happy with the 
progress that has been made 
in the district. “I think that 
change is always a challenge, 
but with the terrific staff that 
we have in place, and Rosa 
Romero leading things right 
now, I am looking forward to 
serving the district.”

At the recent school 
board meeting, the Board of 
Trustees took a moment to 
welcome Blacklock. Black-
lock thanked them and said 
that it was great to return. “I 
really do feel like I am back 
home.”

They will be “more organized this year, and 
make sure they get our numbers in on time, 
Interim Superintendent Rosa Romero said.

Assistant Superintendent Annette Black-
lock gave the presentation and commented 
that the reports were somewhat misleading 
when it came to breaking down the scores 
to the specific student groups. For instance, 
the report says that English Learners scored 
significantly higher than white students, 
with students with disabilities scoring a 
1.5, whites with a score of 2.0 and Hispan-
ics with a 2.5. Blacklock said that the total 
numbers do not tell the entire story.

“After digging deeper into the results 
you can see that 38% of white students 
performed at the standard level, while only 
10% of the English Learners performed at 

that level, so the overall score is a little mis-
leading and lets us know that we have work 
to do within the English Learners group.”

Interim Superintendent Romero also had 
Diane Barnett, a data and assessment tech-
nician for the district, give a presentation on 
a comparison report that was done between 
the students in the Richland School District 
and the students from Grimmway Acad-
emy. Romero said that she was concerned 
from hearing from parents and members of 
the community who believed that the two 
districts had a very different student demo-
graphic.

The district will be revisiting the agree-
ment between the district and Grimmway 
next year. Richland will have a decision to 
make to either keep the working relation-
ship with Grimmway, allowing them to 

continue to operate within the district area 
or decide to terminate it.

Romero said that she thought that this 
report will answer some questions that peo-
ple might have as for the demographics of 
each district. The numbers are looked at in 
percentages because the Richland School 
District had a total of 932 students tested in 
grades 3-5, while Grimmway Academy had 
252 students in the same grades.

Grimmway’s students scored substan-
tially higher than Richland, according the 
Dashboard, with an overall score of 3.0. 
They also scored higher in every individual 
category measured.

But, as far as demographics, the groups 
are very similar. For instance, Richland has 
9% of its students with disabilities, while 
Grimmway has 6%. As for English Learn-

ers, 86% of Richland students fall into that 
category, and Grimmway has 85%. The num-
bers are the same for the amount of socio-
economically disadvantaged students, with 
86% at Richland and 85% at Grimmway.

Romero also wanted to point out some 
facts for the board to think about before 
they begin contemplating changes in the 
Grimmway relationship. 

“The reason that Grimmway is here is 
because of the community. The community 
wanted Grimmway to come to give them 
another option for their children.”

Romero also pointed out that the open-
ing of Grimmway resulted in a smaller class 
sizes, but it also meant the loss of a con-
siderable amount of funds with the loss of 
students. As a result, this also may mean the 
loss of personnel as well.
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FREE BRUSH & LIMB COLLECTION
Recolección de ramas y troncos de arboles

DON'T leave in alleys

DON'T mix leaves and limbs

DON'T mix limbs of different tree types

DON'T block walkways or gutters
No impiden el tráfico vehicular o peatonal o
tapar los drenajes.

No se mezcla ramas de diferentes tipos de
arboles

No se mezcla ramas y hojas

No se deja las acumulaciones en los callejones.

The DOs and DON'Ts
DO leave piles in public streets

DO make piles less than 10 feet in length

DO leave 2 feet of space between piles.

DO ensure stumps and limbs are smaller
than 1 foot wide

Deja las acumulaciones de ramas en calles publicas.

Asegurarse que las acumulaciones tengan menos de
10 pies de largo.

Debe de haber dos pies entre acumulaciones de
ramas.

Asegurarse que los trancos son de 1 pie de ancho o
menos.

NEW SCHEDULE!
 ¡NUEVO HORARIO!

 

Piles that do not meet these requirements will not be removed and will be the resident's responsilbility.
Acumulaciones que no llenan estos requisitos no serán colectados. Sera responsabilidad del residente
deshacerse de ellas. 

DECEMBER 1-15 CITYWIDE COLLECTION

DECEMBER 16-31 NO COLLECTION

JANUARY 1-15 NORTH OF LERDO HWY.
JANUARY 16-31 SOUTH OF LERDO HWY.
1-15  de enero recolección al norte de Lerdo Hwy.

16-31  de enero recolección al sur de Lerdo Hwy.

FEBRUARY 1-15 NORTH OF LERDO HWY.
FEBRUARY 16-28 SOUTH OF LERDO HWY.

1-15  de febrero recolección al norte de Lerdo Hwy.

16-28  de enero recolección al sur de Lerdo Hwy.

1-15  de diciembre recolección en toda la ciudad

16-31  de diciembre no habrá recolección.

DO leave palm trees (Sago, Yucca) in a
separate pile
 Separar las palmeras (Sago, Yucca) en su propia acumulacion.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Sin licencia en MA, NY y WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Con licencia en NY y WI) Bloomington, IL

 Tu futuro
más seguro.

¿Qué se siente al tener 
todo bajo control?
Tranquilidad, porque State Farm®  
te ofrece un seguro de vida para  
que no tengas que preocuparte. 
Te ofrecemos atención personalizada 
y la cobertura que más necesitas. 
Como un buen vecino State 
Farm está ahí®.
MEJORA TU ESTADO®. 
LLÁMAME HOY.

 

1304092 

Ramona Herrera, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0D28304

551 Central Avenue
Shafter, CA  93263
Bus: 661-746-3961
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AUTO SALES

313 E Brundage Lane • Bakersfi eld
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2005 Cadillac 

2003 Chevy 
Monte Carlo

We off er full-service collision repair and painting service 
to restore your vehicle to pre-accident condition.

Open Monday-Friday 8am-5pm 
1342 F Street, Wasco  |  Se Habla Espanol 

Your local Repair and Painting Service

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 758-6939
We accept all Insurance and off er free estimates.

Helping families 
in Wasco and 

Shafter with their 
collision Repair
Let us take care of 

the worry and stress!

We offer great pricing and customer service.

$9,995

UNITED 
AUTO SALES

313 E Brundage Lane • Bakersfi eld
661-489-3684 • Monday-Sunday 9:00am-6:00pm

$9,995

2013 
Chrysler 300

2013 

$12,995

2013 Dodge 
Challenger

Improving scores at Richland, board told

Blacklock returns to Richland Support for 
ill wrestler
is visible

“It is only hair. It 
will grow back. 

This is just to show 
that we support 
Nick, and we are 

here for him.” 
–Joe Rojas, Golden 

Valley coach

Your hometown newspaper.

Preserving your 
right to know.

Your hometown newspaper.

Preserving your 
right to know.
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•  Estate Planning and Administration
•  Probate and Probate Litigation
•  Real Property and Business Law
•  Civil Litigation

Experienced and
dedicated.

661.325.5075  •  www.dwlaw� rm.com
Hayden Building  • 1626 19th Street, Suite 23 • Bakers� eld, CA 93301
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 please disregard this communique. All information that this real estate professional provides in person or

  by way of comparable pricing estimate reports is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. 
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Book Your Next
Celebration With Us!

KERN COUNTY’S PREMIER
EVENT SPACE & BANQUET HALLS

Events@WascoKandREvents.com
714 Broadway St, Wasco, CA

(661) 808 - 0842
@WascoKandREvents

Book Your Next
Celebration With Us!

Weddings
Quinceañeras

Birthday Parties
And more!

72nd Annual Awards Banquet &  

State of the City Address 

SHAFTER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

JANUARY 23, 2020 
SHAFTER FORD THEATER  

1101 E. Lerdo Hwy 

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Animal Control Department 
serves all of the residents of Shafter, those 
walking on two legs or four. Animal Con-
trol Officer Nick Riddick and his staff bring 
together residents of Shafter and those ani-
mals who are needing places to call home.

Shafter Animal Control offers a vari-
ety of services to the residents, including 
picking up stray animals, enforcing animal 
laws in the city and investigating of animal 
cruelty or neglect, as well as educating the 
public on the laws and responsibilities of 
being a pet owner.

Riddick was born and raised in Fresno 
and attended the University of California, 
Riverside, leaving for a supervisor posi-
tion at a Fortune 500 company. But Riddick 
found his way back to the San Joaquin Val-
ley to Shafter, where he found his calling in 
the animal control field.

The challenges of operating the Animal 
Control Department are great, with the ef-
forts made in controlling the stray animal 
population here in Shafter, as well as help-
ing unite residents with their new compan-
ions.

Riddick said that the breeds of dogs 
here, as well as areas throughout the state, 
go in cycles. A few years ago, chihuahuas 
seemed to be the most abundant dog in the 
shelters, with thousands needing for new 
homes. 

Today, Riddick said that they are inun-
dated with huskies, shepherds and shep-
herd mixes at the shelter. “I like to think 
that the decrease in chihuahuas is a result 

of more responsible pet ownership, mak-
ing sure their animals are being spayed and 
neutered,” commented Riddick. With the 
huskies, Riddick suggested that one rea-
son they are seeing a great number of them 
is the popularity in today’s culture for the 
animal, as well as its propensity to wan-
der. “They really are escape artists, able to 
get out of a yard when they are wanting to 
escape.” Riddick said that they are beauti-
ful animals, but are not fit for some house-
holds. “They are very active dogs who need 
a lot of attention and activities to keep them 
busy. This is one reason why I encourage 
prospective pet owners to do some research 
on what breed of dog would be best for their 
family.”

Riddick said that a dog such as a husky 
needs a family that is very active, is out-
doors often, walking or doing physical ac-
tivities that will keep the dog engaged. If 
the animal gets bored, Riddick said that it 
has a tendency to venture out.

The Animal Shelter in Shafter is home to 
a large number of dogs at any one time, with 
the majority of them strays or animals who 
are owner-surrendered. “The animals we re-
ceive go through a series of tests to make 
sure they are not aggressive towards humans 
or other animals, as well as a physical exam 
to make sure the animal is healthy before 
they are made available for adoption.”

With foster programs the rage in some 
cities, Riddick was asked about any foster 
program here in Shafter. “We don’t have a 
full program for fostering, but we do use it 
as an alternative on a case-by-case basis. 
If we have a family that is interested in a 

foster-to-adopt period, making sure that the 
animal is going to be a good fit for their 
family, we will treat those on an individual 
basis.”

The number one issue that Riddick 
stresses when talking to prospective pet 
owners, or current pet owners, is the need 
to have their pet spayed or neutered. He 
said that one of the top priorities of the de-
partment is to educate the public on how to 
be a responsible pet owner, as well as help-
ing them in their quests to be good owners. 
“We offer vouchers for low-cost spay and 
neutering for those people who may need 
assistance in that area. We also have low 
cost vaccination and licensing clinics for 
city residents.”

Riddick also said that it is important to 
have their pets licensed. This not only is the 
law in the city, but it also is beneficial to the 
owners and the department if the animal is 
found on the street. They will be able to tell 

if the animal has been vaccinated for rabies, 
as well as being able to identify the animal 
to make it easier to reunite the animal with 
its owner. When it comes down to it, the 
mission of the shelter is to reunite animals 
with their owners, as well as finding homes 
for those animals who need a safe and lov-
ing environment to live in.

Riddick encourages anyone who is inter-
ested in becoming a pet owner to contact 
the department at 661-746-2140, or visit 
their Facebook page called Shafter Crit-
ters for adoption information, or visit the 
shelter at 18849 Shafter Ave. Their hours 
are Monday through Saturday, 9 to 3 p.m., 
except on Wednesdays, when the hours are 
1 to 7p.m.

The cost of adopting a dog is $75, and it 
is $40 to adopt a cat. The licensing fee for 
a year in the city of Shafter is $15 for an 
altered dog or cat, and $40 for an animal 
that is natural or unaltered.

Animal Control Officer Nick Riddick with Animal Shelter Services Worker Karlina 
Gomez. Gomez was a volunteer for five years before being hired on to the depart-
ment this past year.

Where 2- and 4-leg
citizens are served

Well, 2019 is in the rear 
view mirror, and the next 
decade is underway. This 
past year has been such a 
busy one for me. It has been 
full of some great times, 
like having a job that I just 
love, covering events, writ-
ing, taking photos and al-
ways learning.

This job is really differ-
ent every week, you never 
know what is going to hap-
pen. I am so 
thankful for 
this job, do-
ing some-
thing that I 
love to do.

It has also 
been a good 
one in our 
family, with 
everyone staying relatively 
healthy, safe, and most of 
all, together.

It seems like everyone 
makes resolutions at the 
end of the year, something 
or some goal that they want 
to accomplish in the next 
year. I have made many res-
olutions over the years, ev-
erything from making more 
money, getting a car, a new 
television or losing weight.

The weight thing is a 
popular one for a lot of peo-
ple. They vow to get back in 
shape, drop some pounds, 
being able to fit back into 
that pair of jeans that have 
spent the majority of the 
last year in the closet. I 
didn’t make any resolutions 
last year, preferring to make 
a resolution to not make 
any. But, surprisingly, I did 
lose about 18 pounds this 

past year. I didn’t change 
the way I ate or anything. I 
did walk quite a bit, walk-
ing the dog, sometimes as 
much as three times a day. 

I made a resolution this 
year to gain some weight. 
“What?” you say. Why 
would you want to gain 
weight unless you were so 
skinny that you couldn’t 
function right. Well, in a 
way I am. No, I am not talk-

ing about my 
182 pounds, 
18 less than 
I was at last 
year. I am 
talking about 
the 80 or 85 
pounds I lost 
in my spiritu-
al body. See, 

there were times when I was 
really fit, maybe not with 
washboard abs, or muscles 
like Charles Atlas, but I was 
at a healthy weight and felt 
very confident and content.

This past year, I have let 
my spiritual body go. I love 
sports so I tend to relate 
things to different sports. 
My grandson is a wrestler. 
There have been times when 
he has had to drop as much 
as a few pounds in one day, 
so he could make weight 
for a match or tournament. 
It is grueling and can be 
dangerous if not watched. 
I have seen wrestlers drop 
so much weight that even if 
they do make weight, they 
are going to be so weak that 
they probably wouldn’t be 
able to go against their op-
ponent effectively. They 
just don’t have the strength.

Well, that is the way 
I feel about this year. I 
dropped a bunch of weight 
due to starvation and no 
exercise. If someone wants 
to be fit, it is said that the 
best thing is to eat sensibly 
and exercise, turning that 
fat into muscle. Well, I have 
not eaten right, and the ex-
ercise has been very rare.

For one thing, I haven’t 
been using my personal 
trainer. The Holy Spirit I 
see as our personal trainer, 
telling us how to exercise 
our faith, how to build that 
muscle so we can fight the 
enemy. Another no-no is 
the way I have treated Je-
sus. He should be my best 
friend, my soulmate, my 
true BFF. But, I ashamed to 
say I have treated Him more 
like my Uncle Junior I had 
when I was little. Everyone 
has one of those uncles that 
was very well-off, that your 
family would have over ev-
ery once in a while, mostly 
at holidays. Or, of course, 
you got in a jam. You knew 
that if you were in a bad 
bind, that uncle would come 
to the rescue. Doesn’t really 
sound like a true friendship. 
Sad, but true, this was what 
it was like this past year. 

If I could make one reso-
lution this year, it would be 
to gain about 50 pounds 
of muscle. Build my spiri-
tual body up enough that I 
would be useful if He need-
ed me to go wrestle against 
any opponent. 

So, I am going to bulk 
up on that Daily Bread, 
drink from that Living Wa-

ter, and exercise my faith, 
building that muscle up un-
til I am ready to help those 
who are stumbling a little, 
needing that hand-up, as 
well as ready to go against 
anyone or anything that 
comes against me.

EDITOR’S NOTE  |  JAMIE STEWART

Building the right kind of muscle

I made a 
resolution this 
year to gain 
some weight.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business
Name Statement
El Toro Furniture

2019-B7426
429 James St
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
429 James St
Shafter, CA 93263
Jose Manuel Jaramillo Lozano
228 N Grant St
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
11/26/2019
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Jose Manuel Jaramillo Lozano
Date Statement Filed: 11/26/2019
Date Statement Expires: 11/26/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press December 26, 
2019 January 2, 9, 16, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Statement of Abandonment Of

Use of Fictitious Business Name
Wally’s Welding

588 Harris Drive
Shafter, CA 93263
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
588 Harris Drive
Shafter, CA 93263
Osvaldo Hernandez
588 Harris Drive
Shafter, CA 93263
I declare that all the information in 
this Statement is true and correct. (A 
registrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime.)
Business was conducted by: Indi-
vidual
/s/ Osvaldo Hernandez, owner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2019-B7936
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
12/23/2019
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 12/23/2019
MARY B. BEDARD, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Edmiaston, Deputy
Publish Shafter Press January 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Starr Welding
2019-B7938

588 Harris Drive
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
588 Harris Drive
Shafter, CA 93263
Osvaldo Hernandez
588 Harris Drive
Shafter, CA 93263
Alexis Starr Hernandez
588 Harris Drive
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Mar-
ried Couple 
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-

mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Osvaldo Hernandez
Date Statement Filed: 12/23/2019
Date Statement Expires: 12/23/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Edmiaston
Publish Shafter Press January 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
Central Cal Stairs

2019-B7901
19456 Colombo St Ste J
Bakersfield, CA 93308
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
5721 Cypress Point Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Kevin Bradley Jarrett
5721 Cypress Point Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Beth Marie Jarrett
5721 Cypress Point Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93309
The business is conducted by: Mar-
ried Couple 
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Kevin Bradley Jarrett
Date Statement Filed: 12/20/2019
Date Statement Expires: 12/20/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Edmiaston
Publish Shafter Press January 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

Donna Rae Peters, aka Donna R. 
Peters, aka Donna Peters

CASE NUMBER: BPB-19-003211
1. To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: Donna 
Rae Peters, aka Donna R. Peters, aka 
Donna Peters
2. A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Stephen Reimer in the Su-
perior Court of California, County of: 
Kern 
3. The Petition for Probate requests 
that:  Stephen Reimer be appointed 
as personal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
4. The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and any 
codicils are available for examination 
in the file kept by the court.
5. The petition requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the per-
sonal representative will be required 
to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration au-
thority will be granted unless an in-
terested person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the 
authority.
6. A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows:
a. Date: JAN 30, 2020  Time: 8:30AM  
Dept.: P

b. Address of court: Superior Court of 
California, County of Kern, 1215 Trux-
tun Ave. Bakersfield, 93301, Metro 
Justice Building.
7.  If you object to the granting of 
the petition you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney.
8. If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representa-
tive appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters to 
a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the Califor-
nia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
9. You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the fling of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk.
10. Attorney for petitioner: Joshua G. 
Wilson, Esq.
Darling & Wilson PC
1626 19th Street, Suite 23 / PO Box 
2411
Bakersfield, CA 93303
(661) 325-5075 	
Publish Shafter Press January 9, 16, 
23, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

TXT FAST PASS TO 69922 OR CALL
2019-B7720

415 E. 19th St
Bakersfield, CA 93305
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
211 S. Montclair St
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Michele Marie Fowler
10908 Eagle Falls Dr
Bakersfield, CA 93312
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
10/25/2019
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Michele Marie Fowler
Date Statement Filed: 12/11/2019
Date Statement Expires: 12/11/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Roberts-Martin
Publish Shafter Press January 9, 16, 
23, 30, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

TXT EASY PASS TO 31996 OR CALL
2019-B7735

415 E. 19th St
Bakersfield, CA 93305
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
211 S. Montclair St
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Christina Inez Taber

8515 Northshore Dr
Bakersfield, CA 93312
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
10/22/2019
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Christina Inez Taber
Date Statement Filed: 12/12/2019
Date Statement Expires: 12/12/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press January 9, 16, 
23, 30, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

R. Owens Transport
2019-B7888

400 Carsen Way
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
400 Carsen Way
Shafter, CA 93263
Richard Alan Owens Jr.
15344  Calistoga Ave
Bakersfield, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
4/10/2008
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Richard Alaz Owens Jr
Date Statement Filed: 12/20/2019
Date Statement Expires: 12/20/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/A Rangel Villasenor
Publish Shafter Press January 9, 16, 
23, 30, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT 

PROCESSING
MARCH 3, 2020
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT: The 
processing of vote by mail ballots 
shall be open to the public, both prior 
to and after the election. (Pursuant 
to California Elections Code, Section 
15104) The processing of ballots will 
take place at: Kern County Elections 
Division 1115 Truxtun Avenue Ba-
kersfield, CA. 93301 And will com-
mence on: Monday, February 3, 2020 
at 8:00 a.m. The counting of ballots 
will take place at: Kern County Elec-
tions Division 1115 Truxtun Avenue 
Bakersfield, CA. 93301 And will com-
mence on: Tuesday, March 3, 2020 
at 8:00 p.m. By: Mary B. Bedard, 
CPA Auditor-Controller-County Clerk 
County of Kern (A copy of this notice 
is available in Spanish.) (Una copia 
de este aviso en español está dis-
ponible.)
Publish Shafter Press January 16, 
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
T.S. No. 19-58641

APN: 026-202-18-01
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED 
OF TRUST DATED 2/6/2007.  UN-
LESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 

YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD 
AT A PUBLIC SALE.  IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER.
A public auction sale to the high-
est bidder for cash, cashier’s check 
drawn on a state or national bank, 
check drawn by a state or federal 
credit union, or a check drawn by 
a state or federal savings and loan 
association, or savings association, 
or savings bank specified in Section 
5102 of the Financial Code and au-
thorized to do business in this state 
will be held by the duly appointed 
trustee as shown below, of all right, 
title, and interest conveyed to and 
now held by the trustee in the here-
inafter described property under and 
pursuant to a Deed of Trust described 
below.  The sale will be made, but 
without covenant or warranty, ex-
pressed or implied, regarding title, 
possession, or encumbrances, to 
pay the remaining principal sum of 
the note(s) secured by the Deed of 
Trust, with interest and late charges 
thereon, as provided in the note(s), 
advances, under the terms of the 
Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees, 
charges and expenses of the Trustee 
for the total amount (at the time of 
the initial publication of the Notice 
of Sale) reasonably estimated to be 
set forth below.  The amount may be 
greater on the day of sale.
Trustor: MARIA AGUIRRE, A MARRIED 
WOMAN AS HER SOLE AND SEPA-
RATE PROPERTY
Duly Appointed Trustee: ZBS Law, LLP  
Deed of Trust recorded 2/20/2007, as 
Instrument No. 0207039212, of Offi-
cial Records in the office of the Re-
corder of Kern County, California, 
Date of Sale: 2/7/2020 at 10:00 AM
Place of Sale:     	 At the front 
entrance to city hall at 1501 Truxtun 
Ave Bakersfield, CA 93301
Estimated amount of unpaid balance 
and other charges:  $136,867.83
Note: Because the Beneficiary re-
serves the right to bid less than the 
total debt owed, it is possible that at 
the time of the sale the opening bid 
may be less than the total debt owed.
Street Address or other common des-
ignation of real property:	
434 WEST EUCLID AVENUE
SHAFTER, California 93263
Described as follows:
As more fully described on said Deed 
of Trust
A.P.N #.: 026-202-18-01
The undersigned Trustee disclaims 
any liability for any incorrectness of 
the street address or other common 
designation, if any, shown above.  If 
no street address or other common 
designation is shown, directions to 
the location of the property may be 
obtained by sending a written request 
to the beneficiary within 10 days of 
the date of first publication of this 
Notice of Sale.
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If 
you are considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should understand 
that there are risks involved in bid-
ding at a trustee auction. You will be 
bidding on a lien, not on the prop-
erty itself. Placing the highest bid 
at a trustee auction does not auto-
matically entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You should 
also be aware that the lien being 
auctioned off may be a junior lien. If 
you are the highest bidder at the auc-
tion, you are or may be responsible 
for paying off all liens senior to the 
lien being auctioned off, before you 
can receive clear title to the property. 
You are encouraged to investigate 
the existence, priority, and size of 
outstanding liens that may exist on 
this property by contacting the county 

recorder’s office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may charge 
you a fee for this information. If you 
consult either of these resources, you 
should be aware that the same lender 
may hold more than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the property. 
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice of 
sale may be postponed one or more 
times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant to Sec-
tion 2924g of the California Civil 
Code. The law requires that infor-
mation about trustee sale postpone-
ments be made available to you and 
to the public, as a courtesy to those 
not present at the sale.  If you wish 
to learn whether your sale date has 
been postponed, and, if applicable, 
the rescheduled time and date for 
the sale of this property, you may call 
(714) 848-9272 or visit this Internet 
Web site www.elitepostandpub.com, 
using the file number assigned to this 
case 19-58641.  Information about 
postponements that are very short in 
duration or that occur close in time to 
the scheduled sale may not immedi-
ately be reflected in the telephone in-
formation or on the Internet Web site.  
The best way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the sched-
uled sale.
Dated:  1/8/2020	 ZBS Law, 
LLP , as Trustee 
30 Corporate Park, Suite 450
Irvine, CA 92606
For Non-Automated Sale Information, 
call: (714) 848-7920
For Sale Information: (714) 848-9272   
www.elitepostandpub.com
___________________________
Michael Busby, Trustee Sale Officer
This office is enforcing a security in-
terest of your creditor. To the extent 
that your obligation has been dis-
charged by a bankruptcy court or is 
subject to an automatic stay of bank-
ruptcy, this notice is for informational 
purposes only and does not consti-
tute a demand for payment or any 
attempt to collect such obligation. 
EPP 30865 Pub Dates 01/16, 01/23, 
01/30/2020 Publish Shafter Press

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business
Name Statement
SOLO Dairy LLC

2020-B0269
Henry Vander Poel & Son Dairy

2020-B0270
11495 Jumper Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
P.O. Box 8012
Wasco, CA 93280
SOLO Dairy, LLC
11495 Jumper Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Lim-
ited Liability Company
Date the business commenced: 
10/12/2004
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Robert Vander Poel, Managing 
Member
Date Statement Filed: 01/09/2020
Date Statement Expires: 01/09/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Roberts-Martin
Publish Shafter Press January 16, 23, 
30 February 6, 2020

Robert Alan Parrott
March 11, 1958 – 

Dec. 18, 2019
Robert Alan Parrott, 61, 

passed on Dec. 18, 2019, in 
Bakersfield. 

Robert is survived by his 
wife Debbie, son Matt and 
his wife Sarah, daughter 
Amanda and her husband 
Ryan, and son Brad, as well 
as his mother Norma and 
sister Debbie. He is preced-
ed in death by his father, Art 
Parrott. 

Robert was born March 
11, 1958, in Bakersfield.  He 
graduated with his BA from 

Fresno State and earned his 
teaching  credential from 
Cal State Bakersfield.

Robert taught second 
grade for 31 years at Karl 
F. Clemens Elementary. 

He strived to instill a love 
of reading in his students. 
Robert was very proud to 
have taught multiple gen-
erations of families. He got 
great joy from seeing for-
mer students around town. 

Robert was a great fam-
ily man and a loving fa-
ther. He and wife Debbie 
married on July 28, 1990. 
Together  they raised three 
children and were blessed 
with four grandchildren, 
Molly, Olive, Jude and 
Christopher.   Robert en-
joyed spending  time with 
his grandkids. He was al-

ways so proud to share pho-
tos and stories of them. 

Robert also loved cook-
ing, sharing random facts 
and dad jokes, and taking 
trips to Morro Bay.  He was 
an active member of the 
Wasco Free Will Baptist 

Church, where he helped 
build the Spanish Ministry. 
Robert and his family also 
helped run the church’s 
Food Ministry. He was lov-
ingly known by the church 
kids as “Skittle Bob” be-
cause he always had Skittles 

on hand, ready to share.  
Funeral services were 

held Dec. 23 at Peters Funeral 
Home in Shafter. A graveside 
service immediately followed 
in Wasco. The viewing was 
held on Dec. 22 at Peters Fu-
neral Home in Shafter.

DEATH NOTICES
Charlynn McCarthy,  70, of Shafter, 

passed away Jan. 7, 2020, in Shafter. Peters 
Funeral Home, Shafter.

Sandra Fike, 78,  of Bakersfield,  passed 
away Jan. 7, 2020, in Bakersfield. Basham 

& Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.
Laura Green Blount, 66,  of Bakers-

field, passed away Jan. 9, 2020, in Ba-
kersfield. Basham & Lara Funeral Care 
Shafter.

Much thanks to the Valley Ag Voice for 
their article “Local Leaders React to Pas-
sage of USMCA,” in their January issue. 

For those of you who may not know, 
USMCA is an updated NAFTA, and stands 
for United States Mexico Canada Trade 
Agreement. It was passed by the House of 
Representatives on Dec. 19 in a very bipar-
tisan vote (385-41). Its impacts on the Cen-
tral Valley -- and especially Kern County 
-- are profound, and it seemed appropriate 
to share parts of their story here.

According to Valley Ag, the seven key 
provisions that impact agriculture are:

Increasing dairy market access. Amer-
ica’s dairy farmers will have expanded 
market opportunities in Canada for a wide 
variety of dairy products. Canada agreed 
to eliminate the unfair Class 6 and 7 milk 
pricing programs that allowed farmers to 

undersell U.S. producers. 
Biotechnology. For the first time, the 

agreement specifically addresses agricul-
tural biotechnology – including new tech-
nologies such as gene editing – to support 
innovation and reduce trade-distorting poli-
cies.

Geographical indications. The agree-
ment institutes a more rigorous process for 
establishing geographical indicators and 
lays out additional factors to be considered 
in determining whether a term is a common 
name.

Sanitary/phytosanitary measures. The 
three countries agree to strengthen disci-
plines for science-based measures that pro-
tect human, animal and plant health while 
improving the flow of trade. 

Poultry and eggs. US poultry producers 
will have an expanded access to Canada for 

chicken, turkey and eggs.
Wheat. Canada agrees to terminate its 

discriminatory wheat grading system, en-
abling US growers to be more competitive.

Wine and spirits. The three countries 
agree to avoid technical barriers to trade 
through nondiscrimination and transparen-
cy regarding sale, distribution, labeling and 
certification of wine and distilled spirits.”

Many local elected officials were fea-
tured in the article, including Congress-
men Kevin McCarthy and TJ Cox, Assem-
blymen Vince Fong and Rudy Salas, and 
me. As I stated in the article, “The passage 
of USMCA is a positive for our country, 
Mexico and Canada. Increased trade cre-
ates jobs. which increases the economic 
output of Kern County and benefits our 
residents. 

The agreement builds upon NAFTA and 

proves that sometimes our divided parties 
can work together for the common good. 
We need this sort of bipartisanship in DC 
for a host of issues, and we need this type 
of agreement here in the Valley as our econ-
omy is so tied to agriculture.

While these agreements are made at the 
federal level, as your county supervisor we 
engage our leaders all the time on matters 
like these. As you can tell from my record, 
I will always work to help our economy and

Again, thanks to the Valley Ag Voice. 
If you have any questions, give us a call 
at 661-868-3680 or email us at district4@
kerncounty.com. 

David Couch is county supervisor in the 
4th District, representing the Shafter and 
Wasco areas. The opinions expressed are 
his own, and may not reflect those of the 
newspaper or its management.

NAFTA update good news for county

PUBLIC NOTICES
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 2  AUTO/MOTORCYCLES
FOR SALE -- 2005 Chrysler 
300, $2,000. Clean tags, 
non-op. NEW parts, custom 
rims, etc.Call 661-340-1544.

Got an older car, boat or RV? 
Do the humane thing. Donate 
it to the Humane Society. Call 
844-335-2616 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 1-day va-
cation. Tax deductible, Free 
towing, All paperwork taken 
care of. Call 844-491-2884 
(Cal- SCAN)

 5    MISC. FOR SALE
OXYGEN -- Anytime. Any-
where! No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The all-new Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit:.  
844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

Medical-Grade HEARING 
AIDS for LESS THAN $200! 
FDA-Registered. Crisp, clear 
sound, state of-the-art fea-
tures & no audiologist need-
ed.  Try it RISK FREE for 45 
Days! CALL 1-877-736-1242  
(Cal-SCAN)

 6     MISC WANTED
BE WARY OF out of area com-
panies. Check with the local 
Better Business Bureau be-
fore you send any money for 
fees or services. Read and 
understand any contracts 
before you sign. Shop around 
for rates.

 7       EMPLOYMENT
          OPPORTUNITY

10       SERVICES
HOME TUTORING NOW 
AVAILABLE: Hours: Mon.-Fri, 
4:30-9 p.m. Sat. mornings if 
needed. Cost: on hire. Sub-
jects: All K-8th; this includes 
test preparation. Easy. Help-
ful. Convenient! Please call 
or text Adrianna, 661-376-
3747.

Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? NEW 
relief programs can reduce 
your payments. Learn your 
options. Good credit not nec-
essary. Call the helpline, 866-
305-5862 (Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m. 
-5 p.m. Eastern) (Cal –SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for profes-
sional cleanup and maintain 
the value of your home!  Set 
an appt. today! Call 855-401-
7069 (Cal-SCAN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-
tion’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obli-
gation. Call 855-467-6487. 
(Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW that newspa-
pers serve an engaged audi-
ence and that 79% still read 
a print newspaper? Newspa-
pers need to be in your mix! 

Discover the power of news-
paper advertising. For more 
info email cecelia@cnpa.
com or call 916-288-6011. 
(Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS has a story 
to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia 
Release – the only press re-
lease service operated by the 
press to get press! For more 
info contact Cecelia at 916-
288-6011 or prmediarelease.
com/california  (Cal-SCAN)

Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Dis-
ability Attorneys! FREE evalu-
ation. Local attorneys nation-
wide, 844-879-3267. Mail: 
2420 N St. NW, Washington, 
D.C. Office: Broward Co., FL 
(TX/NM Bar) (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & 
Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top com-
panies! Call now! 888-989-
4807. (Cal-SCAN) 10tf

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Co. for details. NOT just a 
discount plan, REAL cover-
age for 350 procedures. 
855-472-0035 or dental-
50plus.com/canews Ad# 
6118  (Cal-SCAN) 10tf

DID YOU KNOW information 
is power and content is king? 
Do you need timely access 
to public notices and remain 
relevant in today’s hostile 
business climate? Gain the 
edge with California News 
Publishers Association’s 
new innovative website ca-
publicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE one-month 
trial Smart Search feature. 
For more information, call 
Cecelia at 916-288-6011 
or capublicnotice.com  (Cal-
SCAN) 10tf

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ 
BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief, 888-508-6305. (CAL-
SCAN) 10tf

 15  HOMES FOR RENT
FOR RENT -- 1 bedroom, 
1 bath HOUSE for rent in 
Shafter. $700 rent + $700 
deposit. 661-319-4313.

Shafter Room for Rent/
Shafter Re camara de rent -- 
Information/Información call/
IIame 661-623-9273.

 17    REAL ESTATE

39-ACRE NORTHERN ARI-
ZONA WILDERNESS RANCH, 
$183 MONTH -- Outstand-
ing buy on quiet secluded 
off-grid northern Arizona 
homestead at cool, clear 
6,000-foot elev. Blend of 
mature evergreen wood-
lands and grassy mead-
ows with sweeping views 
of surrounding mountains 
and valleys from elevated 
ridgetop cabin sites. Borders 
640 acres of uninhabited 
state trust woodlands. Free 
well water access, rich loam 
garden soil, ideal climate. 
No urban noise and dark-
sky nights amid complete 
privacy and solitude. Camp-
ing and RV ok. Maintained 
road access. $19,900; 
$1,990 down with no quali-
fying seller financing. Free 
brochure with additional 
properties, prices and de-
scriptions, photos/terrain 
maps/weather data, nearby 
town/lake info. 1st United 
Realty 800-966-6690.  (Cal-
SCAN)

Wooded New Mexico high 
country getaway. Three 
7-acre parcels with under-
ground utilities surrounded 
by public lands. Low down; 
owner financing from 
$24,995 total. Hitching Post 
Land 575-773-4200. (CalS-
CAN)

TAG 
SALES 
WORK 
HERE!
Advertise 
yours at  

661-292-5200

Carrington of Shafter
Independent and 

Assisted Living 
rooms available.
Call for details. 

746-6521
Lic#157202769

CASHIER 
NEEDED
1 year experienced
Bilingual is a plus

(661) 345-1498

HOW TO ORDER 
YOUR CLASSIFIED

​IN PERSON
​O​ur Offices ​at 

406 Central Ave., Shafter​. 
Open 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.​

BY ​M​AIL
​Ma​il your ad, or prepayment to 
our office: Shafter Press, P.O. 
Box ​789, Shafter, CA 93263, 

​661-292-5100

BY FAX
Fax your ad to 661-292-5077.

ONLINE
Send an email to classified@

theshafterpress.com or 
classified@wascotrib.com

HOW ​T​O A​DVERTISE
​E​FFECTIVELY AND
​E​CONOMICALLY

  Our ​s​ales representatives are 
pleased to help you compose 
the most effective ad at a 
minimum cost. Here are two 
key points to remember about 
your ads:
  1​. ​If it’s an item you’re selling, 
remember to include as much 
information as possible The 
more potential buyers know 
about the item you have for sale​
,​ the more interest they have in 
calling you.
  2​.​ Our reputation for Classified 
Advertising results is excellent. 
But not every potential buyer 
will read your ad on the same 
day. The majority of our private 
party advertisers take advan-
tage of our discount rates. This 
simply means that you order 
your ad for ​two​ consecutive 
issues, but should you get the 
results you desire before the ad 
has expired, you may call and 
cancel the ad and be refunded 
for the days the ad did not ap-
pear. Except for GR ​– no refunds 
or changes accepted.

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS..

Sherry Knapp
Loan Offi cer, DRE#01174802 • NMLS#242213

(661)758-3003
Cell: (661)303-9556
Fax: (661)758-3670
1001 7th Street, Suite E • Wasco, CA 93280
E-mail: knapp_she@yahoo.com
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Edwyna Lawrence, Realtor
CalBRE# 01291831

661-428-8882
edwyna@jordanlink.com
www.edwynalawrence.com

Absolutely darling 3bedroom  
1.5 bath home $195,000.
Country living at its best, zoned R-S       
3 bedroom 2 bath large lot. $249,999.
Charming 4 bedroom, 2 bath $254,900.
Lovely 3 bedroom, 3 bath with a 3 car 
garage. $345,000.
Newly remodeled 2bd, 1 bath. $155,000.

HOMES FOR SALE

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL A HOME IN 2020? 

Take the first step and call today!
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Melissa Martinez

Prestige Properties/ Miramar International
1518 Mill Rock Way Bakers� eld, CA 93311

Cell (661)910-6515 • Lic.#02096564
Melissamartinez0418@gmail.com

Melissa.searchbakersfieldareahomes.com

Find Homes in Bakers� eld Area
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CLASSIFIEDS CALL 661-292-5100 TO ADVERTISE

GRADDY 
& COMPANY
REAL ESTATE
MLS Service | DRE 00366083

Sara Merlo, Realtor
661-717-1495

myrealtorsaramerlo@gmail.com
CALL SARA FOR EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

Mickie Harvey
Associate Broker

Certified Property
Manager Specialist

Jim Graddy, Broker   Lic#00366083

746-1010

DRE01813239

We are locally owned 
& operated

If you are ready to sell or buy 
give us a call today!
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6770 North West Ave.
Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93711
(559) 432-0681

Central California Directories

PROOF SHEET

Directory:

Date:
Ad Size:

Client:
Ad #: SFW19.04509b.eps

Wise Real Estate

DQCW
02/27/19

Real EstateShafter Wasco 2019

Is Phone Number Correct?
Is Address Correct?

Yes ___  No ___
Yes ___  No ___

___  Ad OK as is
___  Ad OK after indicated changes

Approved

Signature Date

Classification:

Please Return This Proof Within 3 Days
Central California Directories will not be held responsible for proof corrections after 3 days or incorrect information
approved by the customer. Failure to return Advertising Proof within 3 days will indicate approval of all ad copy.

Please fax signed proof to:
FAX (559) 432-9821

Residential • Commercial
Farm Land

Domino Castro
Broker

Lic # 01456828
760 East Lerdo Hwy. • Shafter, CA 93263

WISE REAL ESTATE

OFFICE: 661-746-3341

Mario Nuñez
Realtor

Lic # 02077489
Cell 661-472-7746

CELL: 661-428-9658

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Serving Shafter, Wasco & Kern County

3 Acres of land on Bussell & Coronado St., Frito Lay Area
Asking Price $149,900

1530 Lupine Ct - Wasco - Asking Price $217,000 

314 Lopez Ct- Shafter - Asking Price $275,999

399 Cotton Ave- Buttonwillow - Asking Price $155,000

146 Front St.- Buttonwillow - Asking Price $120,000

Office: 661-746-3341 • Cell: 661-428-9658
760 East Lerdo Hwy • Shafter, CA 93263

SHAFTER & WASCO

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Domingo Castro, Broker - Lic.#01456828
Mario Nunez Saavedra, Agent DRE - Lic.#02077489

Martinez
Home Repair &

Remodeling
Drywall, Electrical, Roofing, 

Framing & Painting
Miguel 661.340.5888

LONE STAR
PLUMBING
– Certified Plumber –

661-573-1049
• Repairs • Remodels • Systems

Lic#1046399

FOR SALE 

Fourplex housing on 
.33 Acres. Shafter. Main 

house partially remodeled. 
All currently rented.

 CALL (661) 319-4313.
$360,000

YOU CAN ADVERTISE 
HERE FOR AS LOW 

AS $10 A WEEK
FIND OUT HOW!

Call 661-292-5100 or email: 
classified@theshafterpress.com 
or classified@wascotribune.com

PASTOR’S CORNER

CLASS A DRIVER
 NEEDED

• 5 years experience
• California only
• 5 days a week

661-978-2147

1354 sq.ft., 2 car garage, 3 bdrm, 2 full bath, 
covered patio, stainless steel appliances, 9 ft. ceilings 
throughout, tankless water heater, acrylic stucco + 
much more. Call Victor Saldana @ 661-809-0225

New Construction FOR SALE in Shafter
Victor Saldana Construction
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KERN COUNTY 
CEMETERY DISTRICT

GROUNDSMAN I
Shafter and Wasco Cemeteries

 JOB: Under supervision, maintain 
grounds and related cemetery work, 
experience preferred (job description 
available upon request).  Individual 
must be reliable, motivated person 
for full time grounds man position 
including health and retirement 
benefits. Salary $12.50 to $14.00 per 
hour depending on qualifications.  
 Qualifications: Applicant must be 
a high school graduate, have a valid 
driver’s license, must pass complete 
physical and drug test.  Interested 
parties may pick up an application 
at either the Shafter Cemetery office, 
18662 Santa Fe Way, Shafter or Wasco 
Cemetery office, 300 Leonard Ave., 
Wasco.

  7                 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

SHAFTER RECREATION & 
PARK DISTRICT SEEKS

PART-TIME 
INTRAMURALS STAFF

Responsible for supervising sports/
recreation activities for elementary and 

junior-high kids during school hours. Must 
have knowledge of various sports, great 
communication skills and work well with 
children. Must be high school graduate.  

Call 661-746-3303 or come by 
700 E. Tulare Ave for more 

information or applications. 
Last day to apply is January 27th.

  7                 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE ...1130 Rose Ave
3 bdrms, 3 baths, office. 

TONS of cabinets, 3100 sq ft. & more.  
Great for entertaining. 

Call for your appointment today.
$384,900

Jerome Preston
Realtor/CalBRE#01500105
661-342-6474

	 17                         REAL ESTATE

COOK/CLEANING 
SERVICES

Home or Office
I.H.S.S. or Cash

Maria 
(661) 404-8686

Text or Call

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS!
Why Drive to Bakersfield?

FRANK RUSSELL INCORPORATED
Located in downtown Shafter
Is now accepting applications 

for the position of 

FULL TIME 
BOOKKEEPER

Work Hours: M-F 7am-4pm
Benefits Include: Medical w/ HSA, Dental, 

Vision, Life, Simple IRA Matching

Please apply online to 
jobs@frankrussellinc.com 

or by appointment 661-746-4939

  7                 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

RICHLAND
SCHOOL DISTRICT
Parent Educator: AA Degree or 48 
Semester Units. Child Development 

Teacher Permit and bilingual
(English/Spanish) required.

Special Education 
Instructional Aide

(Mild/Moderate Class), 2 positions:
M-F 8:00am -11:15am
M-F 11:45am - 2:45pm

To review the essential job functions and apply, 
visit the Richland School District website at: 

www.rsdshafter.org
Deadline: January 17, 2020

Equal Opportunity Employer

  7                 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

RICHLAND
SCHOOL DISTRICT

After School Education & Safety Program 
Activity Leader (2 positions), M-F 2:30 pm-6:15 pm

To review the essential job functions and apply, 
visit the Richland School District website at: 

www.rsdshafter.org
Deadline: January 22, 2020

Equal Opportunity Employer

  7                 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PASTOR JIM NEAL
Lucius Annaeus Seneca, a Roman 

statesman who lived from 5 BC-65 AD, 
made a statement that should be written and 
remembered in 2020. He said, “We become 
wiser by adversity; prosperity destroys our 
appreciation of the (what is) right.”

A very profound statement, isn’t it? Es-
pecially when we consider it was written 
by a man who died in 65 AD.  This thought 
kinda runs counterculture to the prevalent 
thought of today, doesn’t it? In a day when 
prosperity, ease and opulence seem to be 
the norm for most people, it might be a 
good idea to slow down and consider where 
such ideas have driven us.

I read an article the other day written 
by a 26-year-old MBA student that really 
stirred my innards.  She began her writing 

with the profound statement, “My genera-
tion is blind to the prosperity around us!” 
She went on to share how anesthetized her 
generation has become to the ease and pros-
perity that permeates our society. However, 
I hasten to disagree with her; for it is not 
just the younger generation but, the entirety 
of the American populace that has grown 
for the most part complacent to our state of 
opulence.

Most families have two cars, a warm/
cool home, a refrigerator full of food, pock-
ets or purses filled with money (or plas-
tic cash) -- not to mention we carry a cell 
phone that has more computer capabilities 
than was even known when man first set 
foot on the moon. 

It is so easy to get complacent to all the 
glitter, gadgets and gizmos that we lose 

sight of the most important aspects of life 
such as love, compassion and community, 
all of which cost little in dollars and cents. 
We live in a world where it is too easy to 
fall prey to the thought that all we need is 
more money, more programs or a differ-
ent administration in the White House. The 
truth of the matter is this, when we “boil 
down” all our challenges, thoughts and de-
sires, when will come to the realization that 
it is really a heart problem and nothing else? 
     It is how we perceive things, not how they 
really are. In truth, most do not worry about 
unemployment until they lose their own job, 
or about the hunger issue until there is no 
money for food, nor even the housing issue 
or lack thereof until financial straits hit and 
they are forced to move to a less desirable 
neighborhood or worst lose their home. 

Those types of incidents are what Seneca 
refers to as adversities. When they, adversi-
ties, hit what happens? Do we become wis-
er  as he suggests, or do we become cyni-

cal and blame the system, the government 
or worst of all others.

King Solomon said it this way in Prov-
erbs 24:10, ”If you faint in the day of adver-
sity, your strength (faith) is small.” Solomon 
does not deny that adversity will come, as 
some in the faith community imply today, 
but seems to imply that they are a way of life 
for everyone. The challenge continues; can 
we remain strong, stay the course and come 
out a stronger more faith-filled individual 
in the midst of the adverse conditions. Of 
course we can, if we remember that ever 
situation of life, adversity or prosperity, will 
either make us better or bitter, civil or cyni-
cal, thankful or thankless -- it is our choice.

And for goodness sake do not take for 
granted the prosperity you enjoy; for truth 
be told in a world where the medium per 
capita income is less than $4,00 per year, 
you are indeed rich.

Jim Neal is pastor of First Southern 
Baptist Church in Shafter.

The true definition of riches
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“The ent i re  s taff  a t  Basham & Lara Funeral  Care
wil l  create  the perfect  t r ibute  for  your  loved one.”

Transfer any Pre-Plan Arrangements
and receive one item below:

•  Cremation Urn up to $400 in value
•  Rose and Carnation Casket Spray
•  24x12 Headstone (no photo)
 (Grey, Red or Black)

C O U P O N
Happy New Year

*Coupon/Certificate only valid for pre-planned arrangements
Coupon/Certificate exp. 2/29/2020

Open a new Pre-Plan Arrangement
and receive one item below:

$200 Discount
on pre-planned
Cremation Arrangement

$400 Discount
on any pre-planned

Burial arrangements
-OR-

*Coupon/Certificate only valid for pre-planned arrangements
Coupon/Certificate exp. 2/29/2020

C O U P O N
Happy New Year

Basham
Funeral Care

3312 Niles St, Bksfld
FD 1708

873-8200

Basham-Lamont
Funeral Care

8601 Hall Rd, Lamont
FD 2157

845-8200

Basham-Hopson
Funeral Care

620 Oregon St, Bksfld
FD 542

861-8200

Basham & Lara
Funeral Care

343 State Ave, Shafter
FD 2344

746-4200

4  L O C AT I O N S  T O  S E R V E  Y O U

343 State Ave, Shafter (661) 746-4200
www.bashamfuneralcare.com

“Dignified and Affordable Without Compromise”

Basham & Lara
Funeral Care

Start the
New Year

on the right track,
Peace of Mind

is Priceless.
...perhaps you’ve just moved here - or simply changed your 

mind. We are pleased to honor transfers of pre-arrangements 
you may have made locally or anywhere in the country. It’s a 

simple process, but it’s one less thing you need to worry 
about. Call us today.


