
Periodical Postage
PAID

Shafter, CA
Permit 491700

Vol. 92  No. 3   •   Shafter, California   •   Thursday, July 18, 2019

FREE!

Hi, neighbor! 
Drop by anytime.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO

Trenea Smart 
2720 Calloway Dr
Bakersfield
661-431-1780

READ US ONLINE AT THESHAFTERPRESS.COM

$$$ Mention this ad 
and get FREE 

Check Cashing $$$

Quality gas for a very low price!!!
Purchase 10 Gallon or more and get a free Fountain Drink!!!

Breakfast and Grill 3AM-12PM 
Call in your order at 661-746-6082.

Hot Deli All Day • Ice Cold Beer

Open Mon-Sat 3AM-2AM • Sunday 5am-1am
127 S Shafter Ave, Shafter, CA 93263 Western Union, Money Orders, Pay Bills

Authorized for City of Shafter and PG&E Bills

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The City of Shafter has built a reputation in the past 
two decades of attracting new businesses, as well as be-
coming one of the most financially stable cities in the 
state. This reputation is continuing to grow as the city 

is preparing for the opening of Walmart’s first fresh and 
frozen distribution center. 

This facility will be the first of its kind, said Bob 
Meadows, the city’s business development director. 

Meadows took the reins of the city’s economic de-

Meadows sees bright future
The Walmart Distribution Center, the first of its kind, is scheduled to open in the fall of 2020.

See BUSINESS Page 4

ROCHELLE VANDERHELM
For The Shafter Press

In the 1990s, the City of Shafter annexed a large portion 
of land into the city limits just south of Seventh Standard 
Road.  “Annexation 69” was completed in July of 1997, 
and it laid the groundwork for the industrial park that con-
tinues to grow today.

The International Trade and Transportation Center was 
the centerpiece of 
that expansion. 
They sought to 
maintain an inland 
port on the out-
skirts of Shafter, 
but eventually, 
the industrial park 
was sold to Para-
mount, now The 
Wonderful Com-

pany. The park is now maintained by that company.
When lands are annexed, the City of Shafter works with 

landowners to develop a functional plan for the land. Some 
needs to be set aside for transportation services, some for 
sewage, some for water and some for the fundamental pur-
pose of the land, development.

“There was other land that was subdivided, some for the 

Annexations key to Shafter’s development
Trade Center is 
centerpiece of plan

See TRADE CENTER Page 5

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

After four people urged them to revisit the issue at Tues-
day’s meeting, the City Council agreed to take another look 
at the placement of another plaque at the new Veterans Me-
morial.

The council had decided on June 18 that a plaque would 
be added to the Veterans Park Veterans Memorial, which 
would contain the City Council members names and titles 
on it. This plaque would be placed by the other memorial 
plaques at the 
flower bed of 
the memorial.

F o r m e r 
council member 
Woody Colvard 
was among 
those who en-
couraged a re-
versal.  “I don’t see any reason that the City Council mem-
bers’ names and titles would belong out there,” he said.

 “I agree with Woody, this is not the place for a plaque 
with the Council members names on it.” Eli Espericueta, a 
U.S. Army veteran, said.  He said he understood that it was 
a legacy thing, something to show their grandchildren, but 
he said that there are other places to put something like that 
other than a memorial honoring veterans.

The issue got mixed into other subjects during the pub-
lic comments: “You guys also are going to look at the char-
ter that has served the city well over the years. After reading 

Council to revisit vet plaque
Residents criticize
plan for memorial

See COUNCIL Page 6

Councilmember Chad Givens, Mayor Pro-Tem Cesar Lopez and Mayor Gilbert Alvarado looking over agenda.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

With the passage of AB 617, a steer-
ing committee was formed to submit 
a Community Emissions Plan by Oc-
tober. Shafter was selected as one of 
two communities in the San Joaquin 

Valley to be the pilot programs in the 
effort to reduce emissions in the air in 
the valley.

The committee has been meeting 
once a month for the past six months, 
with the meeting being increased to 
two times a month beginning in July. 

A committee made up of 20 Shafter 
residents was formed, with a mix of 
business owners, farmers, and city 
government representatives, as well as 
individuals who are working to create 
a plan to address the need for cleaner 

Panel working on plan
to improve air quality

“We didn’t mean to offend 
anyone. If we did offend 
anybody, I apologize.”

– Councilmember Manuel Garcia

The city benefits from 
annexations by gaining 
control of this zoning 

and city planning.  The 
landowner benefits from the 
services the city can offer.

See COMMITTEE Page 4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW: Roaming Reptiles — Tuesday, July 30, at 12 p.m. 

at the Shafter Library.
NEW: Celebrate Summer Finale — Wednesday, July 

31, at 12 p.m. at the Shafter Library.
Free rides -- Kern Transit is offering free rides to who 

are attending Bakersfield College for the school summer 
session.

Worship hours -- Shafter Mennonite Brethren Church 
will be starting Sunday worship at 10 a.m. from June 23 
through Aug 4.

Beat the heat -- Veteran’s Park spray pad will be open 
on Saturday and Sunday from 12 to 6 p.m. and on days of 
extreme heat.

Church sports camps — Shafter Mennonite Church at 
400 Kern St. is hosting three sports camps for all incoming 
K-6th grade students. The camps and dates are volleyball 
(June 17-21), wrestling (July 15-19) and basketball (July 
29- Aug. 2). The cost of each camp is $15; if a child attends 
all three, the total is $40. Each camp is held 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. in the Fellowship Center gym with an exhibition and 
dessert for the whole family at 7 p.m. Friday of each camp. 
Call the church office for more information and registra-
tion, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 661-746-
4969 or go to shaftermb.org.

Pregnancy health — Bakersfield Pregnancy Center’s 
Image Clear Ultrasound mobile unit will be in Shafter 
on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month, 2-5 
p.m., 341 Central Ave. (parking lot across from La Fonda). 
No appointments necessary.  FREE pregnancy test, first-
trimester ultrasound, information and resources available.

MONDAY
Knitting 101 (Tejer 101)  -- Starting June 10. Mondays 

at 1 p.m. at the Shafter Branch Library.
SRPD --The Shafter Recreation and Parks Department 

Board of Directors meets on the second Monday at the 
Walker Senior Center, 505 Sunset, at 6 p.m.

SWAT -- Senior Wellness 55 years + at 5, 6 and 7 p.m., 
at 505 Sunset Ave.

Richland school board -- Richland School District 
board meets on the third Monday at Golden Oak cafeteria 
at 6:30 p.m.

Alliance Against Family Violence and Sexual Assault 
– Services available on Mondays in Shafter: case man-
agement 9 a.m.-3 p.m. (English and Spanish); Peer sup-
port group 3-4 p.m. Spanish; peer support group 4-5 p.m. 
English. Meetings held at 329 Central Ave. Information, 
661-322-0931. 24-hour Crisis Line 661-327-1091 or 800-
273-7713.

Kern High School District board -- Meeting the second 
Monday at 5801 Sundale Ave., Bakersfield at 7 p.m.

NA -- Meeting is held every Monday at the Shafter Vet-
erans Hall, 301 California Ave., at 7 p.m.

AARP -- Meetings for the American Association of Re-
tired People are held on the third Monday at the Walker 
Senior Center, 505 Sunset Ave., at 1:30 pm.

AMVETS - The Shafter post of the AMVET meets the 
first and third Monday at 7 p.m. at the Veterans Hall, 301 
California Ave.

Kern County Library – Weekly events include trivia all 
day, Knitting Club at 11:30 a.m., Scholar Hour at 2:30 p.m. 
at the Shafter branch, 236 James St.

TUESDAY
Kids get crafty (Ninos se vuelven artistas)  -- At the 

Shafter Branch Library Tuesdays at 2 p.m.
Zumba – Classes Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 7:10-8:10 

p.m. at the Walker Senior Center, 505 Sunset Ave. 
Food Pantry — Food giveaway the third Sunday, Shafter 

Christian Fellowship, 632 James St., starting at 1 p.m. First 
come, first served.

Lions Club – Meetings second and fourth Tuesdays 6:30 
p.m. at the Veterans Hall.

Chair exercise 55+ -- 11 a.m. at W.C. Walker Center.
Arts & crafts 55 years + -- Meeting 10 a.m. at W.C. 

ARREST REPORT
As reported by the Shafter Police Department.

Walker Center.
Community Bible study – Nondenominational study 

meets 10 a.m. at Valley Bible Church.
City Council --Shafter City Council meets the first and 

third Tuesdays at 336 Pacific Ave. at 7 p.m. 
Planning Commission-- Shafter Planning Commission 

meets second Tuesdays at 336 Pacific Ave. at 7 p.m.
PTA – The Richland Parent Teachers Association meets 

the first Tuesday at Sequoia Elementary School, 500 East 
Fresno Ave., in the library at 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Auxiliary – The American Legion 
Auxiliary meets on the first Tuesday at 2 p.m. at the Vet-
erans Hall. The auxiliary also hosts a potluck dinner at the 
Veterans Hall, 301 California Ave. on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. 

Alzheimer’s – Shafter Healthcare holds Alzheimer’s 
support group meetings on the third Tuesday, 2-4 p.m., at 
the Shafter Convalescent Hospital, 140 East Tulare Ave. In-
formation, 661-746-3912.

SWAT -- Senior Wellness 55 years + at 5, 6 and 7 p.m. 
at Walker Senior Center, 505 Sunset Ave.

WEDNESDAY
Adult Book Discussion (Discusion De Libros Para 

Adultos) -- July 10 and 14 at 5:30 p.m. at the Shafter 
Branch Library.

Crochet 101 (Tejer 101) -- Wednesday at 1 p.m. at the 
Shafter Branch Library.

Zumba – Classes Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 7:10-8:10 
p.m. at the Walker Senior Center, 505 Sunset Ave. 

Youth program -- Awanas Club Program 6:15-8 p.m. at 
Valley Bible Church, 350 Pine St.

Shafter Community Task Force - Meets the sec-
ond Wednesday, 9-10 a.m., at the Shafter Police Depart-
ment Briefing Room.

SWAT -- Senior Wellness 55 years-plus at 5, 6 and 7 
a.m. at Walker Senior Center, 505 Sunset Ave. 

Folklorico – Dance classes are available Wednesday 
evenings at Golden Oak Cafeteria. Pee wee ages 5-8 at 4 
p.m.; intermediate ages 9-12 at 5 p.m., advanced ages 13 to 
adult, 6 p.m. Information, 661-746-4352.

Shafter Collaborative -- Meets the third Wednesdays in 
the Shafter Police Department conference room at 9 a.m. 

Women’s Club --Shafter Women’s Club meets the first 
Wednesday the Shafter Police Department Conference 
Room. at 11:30 a.m. 

Lions --Shafter Lion’s Club meets the first and third 
Wednesday of every month at China Cuisine Restaurant at 

7 a.m.
Kiwanis --The Shafter Kiwanis Club meets Wednesdays 

at noon at the Shafter Veterans Hall.
Airport board--Shafter Minter Field Airport District 

Board meets the second and fourth Wednesday of every 
month at 5 p.m. in the District office at Minter Field, 201 
Aviation Street.

Prop 36 -- Spiritual meetings for Prop 36 or others in 
recovery from addictions at Free Will Baptist Church, 155 
Redwood, at 7 p.m. or Home Fellowship Church, 520 Cali-
fornia Ave., at 7 p.m.

Rotary -- Shafter Rotary Club meets at 6:30 a.m. at the 
Shafter Veteran’s Hall for breakfast.

Al-Anon – Al-Anon meetings are held at St. Therese’s 
Catholic Church, 300 W. Lerdo Hwy., from 9-10 a.m. In-
formation, 562-948-2190 or 888-425-2666.

Prayer night -- Community Night of Prayer and Worship 
at the Ford Theater offers a chance to gather together as a 
community to pray together and to worship the Lord. All 
are welcome at 7 p.m. For more information, call Michelle 
at 661-630-4059.

THURSDAY
Crazy Science Experiments (Locos experimentos de 

ciencia) --  STEAM Activities Club Thursdays at 2 p.m. at 
the Shafter Branch Library.

Sack Day 55+ -- Every first and third Thursday at 10 
a.m., W.C. Walker Center.

Commodities – Commodities will be given out at 11 
a.m. the fourth Thursday of every month at the Shafter 
Youth Center at 455 E. Euclid Avenue. First come, first 
serve. For more information call 661-746-8235. 

Turning Point – Jesus Saves Church offers a nine-week 
program that is Bible-based and will teach you the biblical 
principles to become free of a life-controlling problem. The 
classes are held every Thursday from 6:30-8 p.m. at 425 
South Shafter Ave.  

SWAT -- Senior Wellness 55 years + at 5, 6 and 7 p.m. 
at 505 Sunset Ave.

FRIDAY
Arts & Crafts 55+ -- 11 a.m. at W.C. Walker Center.
Chair Exercise 55+ -- 11 a.m. at W.C. Walker Center.
Karaoke potluck -- Usually every second and fourth Fri-

day starting at 5 p.m. at W.C. Walker Center.
Minter Field Air Museum – is open every Friday and 

Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tours on other days are by 
appointment. Call 393-0291 for more information. Admis-
sion is free.

This week’s challenge, cour-
tesy of the Shafter Historical 
Society. Send your educated 
(or semieducated) guess to 
The Press, 406 Central Ave., 
Shafter 93263, or e-mail it to 
mysteryphoto@TheShafter-
Press.com. Winners will be re-
vealed here next week, along 
with the facts behind this pho-
to and a new one to challenge 
you. LAST WEEK: Two men 
loading cotton bales onto a 
truck at the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Cotton Research 
Station in 1920s or 1930s

July 9
Carlos DeLeon, 40, 

of Shafter, was arrested 
for disorderly conduct: 
under the influence of 
drugs.

Josue Javier Mendoza, 
26, of Shafter, was arrested 
on a misdemeanor bench 
warrant.

July 10
Adam Benjamin Cole-

man, 35, of Bakersfield, 
was arrested for DUI and 
drugs combined.

Jose Guadalupe Rivera, 
52, of Shafter, was arrested 
on a misdemeanor bench 
warrant and an outside 
agency warrant.

Robert Taylor Robles, 

20, of Shafter, was arrested 
on an outside agency war-
rant.

Tony Joshua Cortez Jr., 
28, of Shafter, was arrested 
for possession of controlled 
substance paraphernalia 
and possession burglary 
tools, and on a misdemean-
or bench warrant.

July 11
Matthew Lamas, 33, of 

Shafter, was arrested for 
DUI, evading a public offi-
cer and basic speed law.

Andrew Julian Aquino, 
26, of Bakersfield, was ar-
rested for DUI and U-turn 
in business district.

July 12
Carlos DeLeon, 40, of 

Shafter, was arrested for 
being in a park after curfew.

Desiree Marie Diaz, 27, 
of Shafter, was arrested 
for exhibiings a firearm, 
obstruction of a public of-
ficer and on a misdemeanor 
bench warrant.

Nicholas Medrano, 21, 
of Shafter, was arrested for 
possession of controlled 
substance paraphernalia 
and obstruction of a public 
officer.

July 13
Anthony Irving Lucas, 

18, of Wasco was arrested 
for DUI.

July 14
Erik Lopez, 25, of Ba-

kersfield, was arrested for 

assault with a deadly weap-
on, threatening crime with 
intent and vandalism more 
than $400.

Ryan Patrick Flaherty, 
27, of Bakersfield, was ar-
rested for shoplifting.

Paul Richard Gonzalez, 
37, of Bakersfield, was ar-
rested on an outside agency 
warrant.

Rebecca Annet Frantz, 
29, of Bakersfield was ar-
rested for possession of a 
controlled substance for 
sale.

BUTTONWILLOW
July 10
Rene Larralde, 53, of 

Shafter, was arrested at 
the intersection of South 

Shafter Avenue and River-
side Street in Shafter for 
failing to ride his bicycle 
on the right side of the 
roadway, being in posses-

sion of a controlled sub-
stance and being in posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.  
He was cited and released 
at the scene.
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Recreation and Parks Dis-
trict is holding its second annual Summer 
Day Camp for local kids up to eighth grade.

According to Camp Director Elia Torres, 
last year they did not have a place for pre-
school children at the camp. But a number 
of the parents who utilized the camp had 
younger children, so they decided to add a 
pre-school division to the camp this year. 
They have 10 3- and 4-year-olds this year. 
The preschoolers are kept busy doing arts 
and crafts, helping them with numbers and 
colors, and games. Torres said, “If you are 
familiar at all with 
the After School 
CHAMPS program, 
we have modeled 
our camp after that 
program, offering 
a lot of the same 
classes and activi-
ties.”

The day camp 
a c c o m m o d a t e s 
children from kin-
dergarten through 
eighth grade. This 
year, their atten-
dance is up, with 
112 children, up 
from 92 last year. 
“We grew by 20 
kids this year, and hopefully it will keep 
getting bigger and better,” she said.

The camp runs from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Torres said that sometimes she arrives earlier 
than that because they have a few parents that 
have to go to work earlier. “We try to accom-
modate our parents and help the kids have a 
safe and fun time at the camp,” Torres said.

The day is broken up into different ses-
sions, with a variety of activities to choose 
from. In the morning, the camp offers soc-
cer, art and mixed media.

It’s no surprise that one of the most pop-
ular activities on these hot summer days is 
swimming. Campers swim from noon to 

1 p.m. According to Aaliyah Estrada, 10, 
swimming is her favorite activity. “I also 
like the juggling class,” said Estrada. “I had 
never tried to juggle before, but I am get-
ting the hang of it. It is a lot of fun.”

The camp also offers a Legos class. If 
you thought this was just a class where you 
grab some Legos and snap them together, 
think again. Here, campers build a vehicle 
of their choice with the plastic parts. They 
then program the vehicle with an iPad to 
move. “The Legos Engineering class is 
awesome. I really like programming the 
cars to move,” said Alex Aguirre, 12. “I also 
love the basketball class.”

Classes also 
include cross 
stitch, pipe clean-
ers (where the kids 
create their own 
animals), bracelet 
making, drawing, 
puppet making, and 
flags. Brandi Root 
is teaching the kids 
how to perform 
with a big flag, pre-
paring the children 
for junior high, 
where they can join 
the Flag Corps team 
that marches in pa-
rades and at sport-
ing events.

“Yeah, she is helping our kids prepare for 
junior high, so when they enter the seventh 
and eighth grades, they will already have 
some basic skills to build on,” Torres said.

Breakfast and lunch are provided for 
the campers, which is included in their fee. 
There are eighth graders who are enjoying 
the camp, along with the large number of 
younger kids. Dominick Cervacio, 13, said 
that the camp has been a lot of fun. His fa-
vorite part of the camp is basketball, fol-
lowed by soccer and juggling. “Juggling 
has been hard for me because I have never 
done it before, but I really like it,” Domi-
nick said.
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Shafter Rec offers
summer fun for kids

Aaliyah Estrada, Alex Aguirre and Dominic Cervacio are enjoying their time at camp.

Jacquiline Cervacio loves the swimming part of the camp.

Campers made these Lego vehicles and 
programmed them with an iPad to move.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Shafter’s Ford Theater was the site of 
a Community Vacation Bible School that 
drew almost 100 children this week. The 

theme is “The 
I n c r e d i b l e 
Race” and 
the kids had a 
chance to par-
ticipate in a 
big race to the 
finish as well 
as learn about 
the other big 
race, the hu-
man race.

The event 
was for kin-
d e r g a r t e n 
through sixth 
grade, with 
each age 
group having 
a team leader 

that would take them from station to sta-
tion. Several different stations were at the 

theater, from music, Bible story time, arts 
and crafts, and games. The event was a 
community event, with five churches cre-
ating one big VBS. Valley Bible Church, 
Shafter Christian Felllowship, Home Fel-
lowship, La Rosa De Saron Church and 
New Hope Church joined together for this 
community event. 

 “There were five churches that came 
together for the event, but we had volun-
teers from other churches too who came 
to help out,” said Colleen Diltz, a volun-
teer from Shafter Christian Fellowship.

The kids traveled from continent to 
continent in the race as they uncovered 
clues and attempted challenges to add to 
their scorecards. This was a global scaven-
ger hunt as the race started at the Garden 
of Eden and went up to and through the 
time of the building of the Tower of Babel.

Kids were shown how the events that 
happened in the Bible still matter.

On Tuesday, the children made snakes 
out of popsicle sticks, decorating them in 
bright colors as they learned about the les-
son given in the Garden of Eden.

Karen Reiker told the story of the Tower 

of Babel during Bible Story time, teaching 
the kids about the villagers being confused 
as their languages were turned into some-
thing different that they didn’t recognize.

The children played a big game of that 
schoolyard favorite, dodgeball, as they 
tried to avoid getting hit by one of the 
global-shaped balls of different sizes.

Refreshments were served to keep 
their energy up as they navigated through 
all of the different stations.

At the end of the day, the kids gathered 
in the theater’s main room for a time of 

fun challenges and music with choreogra-
phy to go with it.

In addition to the incredible race that 
the kids were on, they also learned about 
the human race. The teachers and volun-
teers, which numbered 36, taught the kids 
that no matter where you live, what shade 
of skin you have, or what language you 
speak, everyone is part of the human race. 
They also learned from their teachers that 
all of God’s people were called, from every 
tribe and nation, to spread the good news 
of Jesus Christ and His loving kindness.

Kids learn about 
big race at VBS

The challenge was for 
each team to build a 
pyramid from the materi-
als given to them. Team 4 
received big rocks.

Elizabeth Munoz strikes a pose for the camera.

Man denies driving in fatal crash on Sante Fe Way
JAMIE STEWART

The Shafter Press

A man who was involved in a fatal car 
accident in May has denied being the driver 
of the vehicle, according to recently filed 
court documents.

On May 31, Shafter Police were dis-
patched to Santa Fe Way, just south of 
Burbank Street, in connection with a roll-
over accident. Upon arrival, officers found 
a Shafter man, Miguel Pelayo, 22, at the 
scene. They also found a man, later iden-

tified as Rene Daniel Chavez, 22, also of 
Shafter, dead.

The documents said officers noticed 
signs of Pelavo being under the influence. 
His eyes were bloodshot, his speech was 
slurred and he emitted an odor of alcohol. 
Officers also said that Pelayo was walking 
unsteadily. Investigating further, officers 
noticed that Pelayo also showed signs of 
being under the influence of marijuana. He 
had an elevated heart rate, a green coating 
on his tongue and dilated pupils.

Pelayo was arrested at the scene for sus-
picion of being under the influence. In the  
court documents, Pelayo denes that he was 
driving the vehicle at the time of the acci-
dent. The Toyota Tacoma that was involved 
in the accident is a stick shift – which Pelavo 
said he doesn’t know how to operate -- and 
he said that he was not driving the truck. 

Investigators later talked to Pelayo’s fa-
ther and found out that his son had been 
using the truck for the past several weeks. 
He also said that Pelayo could drive a stick 

shift and that he was driving the truck the 
afternoon before the crash.

Police then spoke to the father of 
Chavez, who told officers that his son did 
not know how to drive a stick shift. A series 
of field sobriety tests performed on Pelayo 
indicated that he was intoxicated, but a pre-
liminary test indicated his blood-alcohol 
content was 0.04%, below the state legal 
limit of 0.08%. 

Pelayo was freed from custody and was 
not charged. The investigation is ongoing.
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velopment about nine months ago, and he 
says the city staff and the people of Shafter 
have been amazing. 

Meadows comes from the banking in-
dustry, serving in different capacities for 
several institutions, most recently, Mission 
Bank. Meadows had extensive experience 
and achievements in branch management, 
commercial lending, leadership training, 
business development and state advisory 
councils. “With the connections I bring 
with me, I am more of a grass-roots guy, 
who is excited to help someone build their 
dream business, as well as dealing with a 
corporation who is looking to add Shafter 
to its inventory.”

Meadows said that the city’s solid fi-
nancial reputation is a big draw for pro-
spective businesses, as well as being the 
only city in Kern County that has full 

high speed connectivity. “Several com-
panies I have dealt with say that the fiber 
optic lines were a major draw for them,“ 
he said. Another attraction for existing 
and new companies is the outstanding as-
sistance they get from the city. “Compa-
nies tell me that the support they receive, 
from the first consultation to the ongoing 
relationships, are important to their suc-
cess.”

Meadows said that prospects are in-
troduced to the city with a Powerpoint 
presentation that highlights some of the 
advantages of doing business in Shafter, 
along with consultations with any depart-
ment heads necessary, be it Public Works, 
the Planning Committee, or the city man-
ager. Meadows said that a lot of the com-
panies comment that it is unique to be 
able to meet with the city manager and 
business development personnel, as well 

as other city staff, on an 
expedited basis. 

Meadows said that the 
city keeps bringing in new 
businesses that will ben-
efit the city’s residents as 
well, giving them job op-
portunities. “For example, 
the Walmart Distribution 
Center, which is scheduled 
to be opened in the fall 
of 2020. The facility will 
mean 400 total jobs for 
the community, with 100 
of those being STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing, mathematics) related 
jobs.

”The future of Shafter’s economy 
keeps getting brighter with each addi-
tion to the community, as well as ev-

ery opportunity that the city takes ad-
vantage of when it comes to enriching 
the education of its residents, students 
young and old. 

From Page 1

                                 HISTORY IN HEADLINES
From the pages of  The Shafter Press:

10 years ago: July 15, 2009 
City of Shafter Administrative Ser-

vices Director Jo Barrick was recog-
nized for excellence in financial re-
porting by the Government Finance 
Officers Association.

Prominent longtime resident Nan-
cy Starrh passed away.

20 years ago July 14, 1999
Officer Jeff Bell was appointed to 

the position of Captain at the Shafter 
Police Department.

30 years ago: July 12, 1989
Fred Starrh was re-elected president of 

the Western Cotton Growers Association.
—Compiled by Erica SorianoShafter Press front page, July 15, 2009
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Ramona Herrera, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0D28304

551 Central Avenue
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The Shafter Community Band will be performing at 
Mannel Park on Sunday, July 21, at 7 p.m. Bring your 
lawn chairs and join them for a free night of music under 

the stars. The band will be playing a variety of jazz tunes 
as this ensemble displays the array of talent of local musi-
cians.

Led by Shafter Symphony Conductor Stephen Penner, 
the band has spent the past three weekends rehearsing at 

the Congregational Church of Shafter, preparing for this 
one-night-only performance.

The concert will take place at Mannel Park at the ga-
zebo. Residents and friends are invited to bring friends to 
picnic and enjoy a evening of jazz.

Jazz concert in the park set for Sunday

Shafter’s Distinguished Young Woman, 
Kristen McGuire, will be competing in Ba-
kersfield at the state competition from July 
14-21. 

The event will be held at California 
State University, Bakersfield, in the Dore 
Theater. The preliminary competition be-
gins on July 14 with interviews, rehears-
als for the Fitness routines, as well as the 
numbers performed throughout the compe-
tition. Each participant will be staying with 
a host family in Bakersfield and will have 
opportunities to meet all of the other par-
ticipants throughout the state.

The winner of the state competition 
will go on to represent California in the 
national competition to held in Mobile, 
Ala.

McGuire is the daughter of Mark and 
Susan McGuire. She dazzled the crowd 
with her tap dance routine at the local com-
petition, performing a number from the 

musical “Chicago.” McGuire is sponsored 
by Richland Chevrolet. 

McGuire beat out 16 other participants 
for the local title. She did not win any in-
dividual phases of the competition, but the 
well-rounded young woman scored so well 
overall that she won the competition, along 
with its top scholarship. 

McGuire has been busy serving the city 

at different community events, most recent-
ly, at the July 3 Fireworks Show at Shafter 
High, in which she led the Pledge of Alle-
giance and sang The Star Spangled Banner.

Performance nights will be Friday, July 
19, and Saturday, July 20, beginning at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are available at the door and 
can be bought at squareup.com/store/distin-
guished-young-women-california.

Flowers can be ordered and delivered 
through Sun Country Flowers. Cards of 
encouragement can be sent to 330 Garnsey 
Ave., Bakersfield 93309.

Shafter’s DYW 
competing at state

McGuire, the daughter of Mark and Susan 
McGuire will be representing Shafter in 
the state competition from July 14-20.

Kristen McGuire was named Shafter’s Distinguished Young Woman at the 
competition in March.

Business chief sees bright future for city

Bob Meadows spent over four decades in the banking 
industry before moving to the City of Shafter position.

air in our community.
An update was given at the last meet-

ing on July 18, with presentations given 
by a representative of the California Air 
Resources Board, and the Department 
of Pesticide Regulation. Scott Wahl, of 
CARB, said, “We have worked on differ-
ent strategies that have taken in the sug-
gestions made by the committee, as well 
as the proposed requirements that will be 
in place to reduce emissions in the com-
munity.”

The committee has until October to 
complete an action plan that can be sub-
mitted to the San Joaquin Valley Air Dis-
trict Board for review. This plan will then 
be implemented and the community of 
Shafter will be required to abide by its 
rules. 

In addition to the presentations, there 
was a document submitted by a subcom-
mittee of the Steering Committee address-
ing the need to monitor certain areas in and 
around Shafter. 

Among these are Golden Oak Elemen-
tary School. There are two stop signs along 
Lerdo Highway, with a playground im-
mediately adjacent. The separation is only 
a sidewalk and a chain link fence, with 
many trucks passing through the area daily. 
There is also a stop sign there at which 
trucks idle, increasing the amount of emis-
sions there.

Other sites include as the La Colonia, 
which is surrounded by agriculture opera-
tions, as well as the JP Oil crude oil pro-
cessing facility two-thirds of a mile away. 
Dairy monitoring along Wildwood between 
Riverside and Burbank also was on the list. 
It asks for monitoring of quantities of am-
monia, NOx, ethanol, methane and N2O. It 
is noted that the area is nine miles outside 
of Shafter, but it less than six miles from 
Maple School, which is attended by many 
Shafter residents.

It was mentioned that there are at least 
2,000 light passenger vehicles 15 years or 
older registered in the city of Shafter. It 
was recommended that a program in which 

those vehicles could be turned in for an 
electric vehicle at no cost for qualifying 
low-income residents.

The report recommends that 250 low-
income homes in Shafter be equipped with 
solar energy. The homes receiving this 
solar would have an electric heat pump 
installed for heating and cooling, electric 
hot water heater and an electric induction 
stove.

A federal tax credit and the DAC-SASH 
program would pay nearly 100% of the 
cost, it says. This funding should be made 
available with either current sources or 
AB617 funds. 

During the meeting it was announced 
that Shafter has an additional monitor-
ing station in the city now, at Grimmway 
Academy. The original monitoring station 
is at Shafter High School, and the new 
station was installed at the charter school 
off of Los Angeles Avenue. It was stated 
that the levels recorded at the new station 
have been relatively normal, the excep-
tion being the afternoon and evening of 

the fourth of July, in which levels spiked, 
which is not unusual in city and, in fact, 
the region.

The next meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, July 22, at the Shafter Veterans 
Hall. On the agenda is discussion of en-
forcement of air pollution control regula-
tions, which will be presented by Valley 
Air District enforcement staff. There will 
also be a session of developing CERP 
strategies for implementation in Shafter. 
This will include proposed changes in 
existing regulations and the addition of 
new procedures intended to reduce emis-
sions in and around the Shafter area. 
The discussion will include agricultural 
operations, vehicle emissions, commer-
cial emission risks and how to keep our 
schools protected from harmful emis-
sions.

More information on the committee’s 
activities and the development of the Com-
munity Emissions Reduction Plan is avail-
able at community.valleyair.org/selected-
communities/shafter

Committee working on air emissions rules
From Page 1
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railroad,” said City Man-
ager Scott Hurlbert.  A 
network of railroad tracks 
completed the final piece 
of the puzzle.  That allowed 
for the transportation of 
goods into and out of the 
industrial park.

At the time of annexa-
tion, the state pushed cities 
to plan in a way that reduced 
the effect of emissions, es-
pecially from transporta-
tion, Hurlbert said.  The 
planning that went into the 
industrial park reflects that 
goal.

Shafter is set up in a dia-
mond configuration, with 
two primarily residential 
areas occupying opposite 
corners of the diamond, and 
two industrial centers the 
other opposite corners. 

The industrial park on 
Santa Fe Way and the in-
dustrial area around Minter 
Field take up the southwest 
and northeast corners. 

In 2006, Gossamer 
Grove, Heritage Ranch and 
Mission Lakes planned 
developments comprised 
Annexation #77 that made 
up Shafter’s southerly resi-
dential zone, with the main City of Shafter 
forms the northern residential area.

Currently, there are large tracts of farm-
land that lie between these areas. However, 
with the City Council working with a fore-
cast of a total population of around 20,000 
people in the next official census, this land 
provides the growing space Shafter may 
one day need. 

“There’s a lot happening. Shafter, last 
year, was the fastest growing city in Kern 
County,” said Hurlbert.  Diamond-shaped 
zoning will help accommodate the effects 
of such growth by decreasing the distance 
-- and time -- commuters need to get to and 
from work. 

Consider a town that is split in halves, 

residential and commercial.  A new resi-
dent could find themselves with a house 
on one extreme edge of town, and a job at 
the other.  This becomes even more likely 
for poorer households, with their housing 
distanced from the main workings of the 
town.  The diamond configuration dis-
perses more evenly the jobs and the hous-
ing, while also keeping them sufficiently 
separate.

The city benefits from annexations by 
gaining control of this zoning and city plan-
ning.  The landowner benefits from the ser-
vices the city can offer.

Some landowners choose to annex into 
city limits for better policing services, and 
more reliable water and sewage.  And some 
areas, such as the Bishop Acres community 

across from the industrial park on Santa Fe 
Way, benefit from some of these services 
even before annexation. 

The Local Agency Formation Commis-
sion, or LAFCO, is responsible for approv-
ing annexation throughout Kern County.  
The commission is made up of local gov-
ernment officials and prominent commu-
nity members, and is tasked with easing the 
passage of lands and communities into each 
city.

“Anything with the name ‘city’ or ‘dis-
trict’ need to go through LAFCO,” said 
Hurlbert.  In the case of developed land, 
LAFCO coordinates what policies, such as 
taxes and building codes, will be “grandfa-
thered” in and what changes will be made.

The amounts and types of development, 

in the case of undeveloped land, are all 
planned ahead during the annexation pro-
cess.  This gives the city the advantage of 
developing the city in the most efficient 
way. 

It also gives the landowner the advan-
tage of knowing ahead of time what de-
velopment is preferred and will be allowed 
by the city, while also benefiting from the 
other services provided by the city.

The City of Shafter anticipates much 
from the Santa Fe Way industrial park 
that was annexed in 1997.  According 
to Hurlbert, it currently employs up to 
5,000 people. “If the park was developed 
to its full potential, I think we could see 
more than 20,000 jobs in the future,” said 
Hurlbert. 

From Page 1
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DEATH     
NOTICES
Maria Elena Macias 

Gonzalez, 67, of Shafter, 
passed away July 11, in Ba-
kersfield. Basham & Lara 
Funeral Care, Shafter.

Angelia Heredia,   74, 
of Shafter, passed away July 
14. Peters Funeral Home, 
Shafter.

Jeannine Odeite 
Schelly,   66, of Shafter, 
passed away July 11, in Ba-
kersfield. Basham & Lara 
Funeral Care, Shafter.
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OBITUARIES

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Commercial Design Concepts
2019-B4474

Commercial Interior 
Design Concepts

2019-B4475
4800 Native Dancer Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93312
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
4800 Native Dancer Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93312
Dana Mar Miller
4800 Native Dancer Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93312
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Dana Mar Miller
Date Statement Filed: 07/08/2019
Date Statement Expires: 07/08/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press July 18, 25, Au-
gust 1, 8, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
DHC Maintenance

2019-B3949
425 Milo Ave
Buttonwillow, CA 93206
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
425 Milo Ave
Buttonwillow, CA 93206
David Skye Eighmy
425 Milo Ave
Buttonwillow, CA 93206
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
05/23/2016
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/ David Skye Eighmy
Date Statement Filed: 06/14/2019
Date Statement Expires: 06/14/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/J Garcia
Publish Shafter Press June 27, July 4, 
11, 18, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHAFTER RECREATION AND 

PARK DISTRICT
NOTICE TO ADOPTION

2019-2020 OPERATING  BUDGET
(Cal. Pub. Res. Code § 5788.1

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
 PLEASE BE ADVISED that the Board 
of Directors of Shafter Recreation 
and Park District reviewed a prelimi-
nary budget at the regularly sched-
uled Board meeting on June 17th, 
2019.   The preliminary budget is 
available for inspection at the District 
office located at 700 E. Tulare Ave-
nue, Shafter, California during normal 
business hours.  Please be further 
advised that the Board will meet to 
adopt the final budget at 6:00 p.m. 
on July 22nd, 2019, at the regularly 
scheduled meeting of the District 
Board, at 505 Sunset Avenue, Shafter 

California. Any person may appear at 
that time and be heard regarding any 
item in the budget or regarding the 
addition of other items.  
Publish Shafter Press June 27, July 4, 
11, 18, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
KERN-TULARE WATER DISTRICT

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-05
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS DECLARING ITS 

INTENT TO ADOPT A BUDGET FOR 
2020, TO FIX AND COLLECT

2020 STANDBY CHARGES AND 
WATER TOLLS, DECLARING 

NECESSITY FOR LEVYING SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENTS, AND CALLING

AND NOTICING PUBLIC HEARING
WHEREAS, the Board has heretofore 
directed the General Manager to rec-
ommend to the Board (1) a District 
budget for the year commencing 
January 1, 2020, and ending Decem-
ber 31, 2020, (2) the tolls for 2020 
standby charges and Water Tolls to 
be fixed and collected by the Board, 
and (3) the tolls for 2020 special as-
sessments to be levied by the Board; 
and WHEREAS, the General Manager 
has submitted his recommended 
budget, a copy of which is available 
at the District office for inspection, 
and has made the following recom-
mendations:
1. The amount required to discharge 
all District obligations for the year 
2020 is estimated to be $18,236,352; 
and
2. The amount which should be 
obtained from standby charges is 
$2,425,375 and standby charges 
should be levied on about 19,403 
acres of land being offered water 
service by the District resulting in a 
toll of $125 per acre; and
3. The amount which should 
be obtained from Water Tolls is 
$15,263,617 based on the sale of 
35,000 acre feet within the District’s 
Service Area at an average toll of 
$436 per acre foot; and
4. The amount which should be ob-
tained by special assessments on 
developed land within the District is 
$528,660 and such special assess-
ments should be levied on about 
19,580 acres of land resulting in a 
toll of $27 per acre; and
5. The amount which should be ob-
tained by special assessments on 
undeveloped land within the District 
is $3,700 and such special assess-
ments should be levied on about 185 
acres of land resulting in a toll of $20 
per acre; and
6. The amount of funds available on 
the first day of the fiscal year and the 
amount of miscellaneous revenue 
estimated to be collected during the 
fiscal year is $15,000; and
WHEREAS, Proposition 218 requires 
the District to hold a majority protest 
proceeding to adopt an increase in 
the District’s Water Tolls; and
WHEREAS, on September 10, 2015 
the Board held a Proposition 218 Ma-
jority Protest proceeding and set the 
District’s water tolls at up to $640 per 
acre foot. As there will be no increase 
in the water tolls, Proposition 218 
procedures for the 2020 Water Tolls 
are unnecessary, and in future years 
the District reserves the option to in-
crease the rate up to $640 per acre 
foot without future Proposition 218 
proceedings; and
WHEREAS, on August 10, 2017 
the Board held a Proposition 218 
proceeding and set the District’s 
Standby Charge of up to $125 per 
acre. As there will be no increase in 
the standby charges Proposition 218 
procedures for the standby charges 
are unnecessary; and 
WHEREAS, as there will be no in-
crease in the special assessments, 

Proposition 218 procedures for those 
assessments are unnecessary; and 
WHEREAS, the Board finds and deter-
mines that it is in the best interest of 
the District for the Board to declare 
its intention to adopt the budget, im-
plement the recommendations of the 
General Manager, and call and notice 
a public hearing thereon. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 
by the Board of Directors of KERN-
TULARE WATER DISTRICT as follows:
Board Declarations Regarding Dis-
trict Water Tolls, Standby Charge and 
Special Assessment; Setting of Hear-
ing Date
Each of the matters set forth above 
is true and correct and the Board so 
finds and determines.
The Board hereby declares its inten-
tion to (a) adopt the recommended 
budget for 2020 (b) fix and charge 
water tolls of up to $436per acre foot 
for water delivered by the District (c) 
levy and collect 2019 standby charg-
es of $125 per acre upon land being 
offered water service by the District, 
(d) levy a special assessment of $27 
per acre on developed land within the 
District, and (e) levy a special assess-
ment of $20 per acre on undeveloped 
land within the District.
The Board hereby declares its inten-
tion to continue its existing policy 
of refusing to deliver water for use 
upon lands as to which any levy of a 
standby charge, Water Toll or special 
assessment is delinquent.
The Board hereby calls a public 
hearing with respect to its declared 
intention to adopt the budget and to 
fix, levy and collect standby charges, 
special assessments for August 8, 
2019 at 2:30 P.M., in the Confer-
ence Room of Pandol & Sons, Inc., 
33150 Pond Road, Delano, California, 
at which time and place any person 
interested, including all persons own-
ing land within the District, may ap-
pear and be heard.
The Secretary shall publish this 
resolution in the manner required by 
Government Code section 6066 and 
Water Code section 36601 in The 
Shafter Press and The Visalia Times-
Delta, and mail a copy thereof post-
age prepaid, to each holder of title to 
land within the District as shown by 
the District’s assessment roll.
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED 
by the Board of Directors of KERN-
TULARE WATER DISTRICT this 11th 
day of July, 2019 by the following vote:
AYES: Kent H. Stephens
Andrew Pandol
Curt Holmes
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: John Zaninovich
Bruce Kelsey
ABSTAIN: None
CERTIFICATE OF RESOLUTION
We, the undersigned, hereby certify 
as follows:
 1. That we are the President and 
Secretary of the KERN-TULARE WA-
TER DISTRICT; and
 2. That the foregoing resolution, 
consisting of 4 pages, including this 
page, is a true and correct copy of 
a resolution of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Kern-Tulare Water District 
passed at the meeting of the Board 
of Directors held on July 11, 2019, at 
the conference room of Pandol and 
Sons, Inc., 33150 Pond Road, Delano 
California.
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have 
signed this certificate this 11th day of 
July, 2019, at Delano, California
___________________________ 
Kent H. Stephens 
President of the Board of Director
_________________________
Steven C. Dalke
Assistant Secretary
Publish Shafter Press July 18, 25, 
2019 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Mendoza Bill Services
2019-B3774

915 Poso Dr
Wasco, CA 93280
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
30772 Orange St
Shafter, CA 93263
Sayuri Marlene Mendoza
30772 Orange St
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Sayuri Marlene Mendoza
Date Statement Filed: 06/05/2019
Date Statement Expires: 06/05/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/J Garcia
Publish Shafter Press June 27, July 4, 
11, 18, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Five Brothers Properties LLC
2019-B4062

30768 Orange St
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
30768 Orange St
Shafter, CA 93263
Five Brothers Properties LLC
30768 Orange St
Shafter, CA 93263
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Lim-
ited Liability Company
Date the business commenced: 
04/30/2013
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Patricia Mendoza, President
Date Statement Filed: 06/18/2019
Date Statement Expires: 06/18/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/A Zubeldia
Publish Shafter Press June 27, July 4, 
11, 18, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Birdcage Ink
2019-B4299

4040 Easton Dr #7
Bakersfield, CA 93309
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
5012 Dolfield Ave
Bakersfield, CA 93304
Geniece Allyssa Trevino
5012 Dolfield Ave
Bakersfield, CA 93304
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
06/18/2019
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-

ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Geniece Allyssa Trevino
Date Statement Filed: 06/27/2019
Date Statement Expires: 06/27/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/A Zubeldia
Publish Shafter Press July 4, 11, 18, 
25, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Valvoline Express Care
2019-B3915

698 Lerdo Hwy
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
698 Lerdo Hwy
Shafter, CA 93263
Hector Manuel Martinez Lopez
222 Pine St.
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Hector Manuel Martinez Lopez
Date Statement Filed: 06/13/2019
Date Statement Expires: 06/13/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/J Garcia
Publish Shafter Press July 11, 18, 25, 
August 1, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
Morris Transport

2019-B4441
3708 Shady Village Ln.
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
3708 Shady Village Ln.
Shafter, CA 93263
Larry Paul Morris
3708 Shady Village Ln.
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
06/04/2019
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/ Larry Paul Morris
Date Statement Filed: 07/05/2019
Date Statement Expires: 07/05/2024
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/A Zubeldia
Publish Shafter Press July 11, 18, 25, 
August 1, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Addendum to Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the South Shafter 
Sewer, Trunk Line Sewer & Lift Sta-
tion Project
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY FOR PUBLIC 
REVIEW
This is to advise that the Kern County 
Public Works Department has pre-
pared an addendum to a Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (MND) previously 

adopted by the Kern County Board of 
Supervisors in November 2016 (SCH 
No. 2007101148). The period of re-
view will be from July 17, 2019 to July 
31, 2019 (15-day review). The docu-
ment and documents referenced in 
the draft Addendum are available for 
review at the Kern County Planning 
Department, 2700 “M” Street, Suite 
100, Bakersfield, CA 93301
Project Title: South Shafter Sewer, 
Trunk Line Sewer and Lift Station 
Project.
Project Location: Road right-of-way 
(ROW) and water line easements in 
the unincorporated community of 
South Shafter (West Shafter, South-
west Shafter, Thomas Lane, Smith 
Corner, Burbank, and Cherokee 
Strip), along Shafter Avenue, Pop-
lar Avenue, Beech Avenue, Myrick 
Lane, Riverside Street, Orange Street, 
and Burbank Street, within Section 
16,17,20,21,22,26, & 27 of Town-
ship 28 South, Range 25 East, Mount 
Diablo Base and Meridian, County 
of Kern, State of California, and the 
Rio Bravo U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 
minute topographical quadrangle. 
The project area is located 0.25 miles 
south of the City of Shafter.
Project Description: This MND evaluat-
ed the previous wastewater collection 
system for South Shafter Sewer, Truck 
Line Sewer & Lift Station Project. The 
Kern County Public Works Depart-
ment (County) originally proposed to 
construct approximately 34,500 linear 
feet of sewer trunk line with associ-
ated manholes for access within exist-
ing road rights-of-way (ROW) and wa-
ter line easements. The focus of this 
Addendum consists of comparing the 
original project to a modified project 
that reflects modifications to design 
elements and change in manage-
ment structure that has evolved since 
the original approval in November 
2016.  Several major changes in the 
original project are being considered 
by the County, City and State Water 
Resources Control Board.  First, some 
of the sewer pipeline alignments have 
been shifted to different road align-
ments after consultation with the City 
of Shafter’s Public Works Department; 
(2) instead of creating a new County 
Service Area Zone to oversee the 
wastewater collection system in the 
future, the City of Shafter has indicat-
ed that it proposes to assume respon-
sibility for the collection system, with 
approval from the Kern County Local 
Agency Formation Commission of an 
out-of-area service contract; (3) as 
part of the project, the individual later-
als to existing parcels will be installed 
to replace existing subsurface septic 
tanks; (4) instead of five lift stations 
only two lift stations will be installed; 
(5) instead of 386 residential parcel 
connections, the number of residential 
lots served will be 398, with the non-
residential connections remaining at 
10 (total 408 parcel connections to 
the proposed sewer system); (6) po-
tential daily flows will be increased 
to an average of 152,601 gpd and a 
peak daily flow of 223,344 gpd; and 
(7) the original total length of pipeline 
proposed for South Shafter was esti-
mated at 34,500 linear feet, proposed 
pipeline under the modified project is 
estimated to be about 16,500 linear 
feet with the same pipeline sizes.
Written comments on the Addendum 
should be submitted to Mr. Shawn 
Beyeler, Supervising Planner at 
the following address listed below 
no later than July 31, 2019: 2700 
M Street, Suite 400, Bakersfield, 
CA 93301. For further information, 
please contact Mr. Beyeler at (661) 
862-8614 or BeyelerS@kerncounty.
com
CRAIG POPE, Director
Public Works Department
Publish Shafter Press July 18, 2019

the management reports, it seems that a lot 
of this has started with Mayor Alvarado and 
went from there,” Espericueta said. “To get 
back to what I was saying, I think that this 
issue should be revisited.”

Fred Thomas added that he is also a vet-
eran and was very troubled by the council’s 
decision to add their names and titles to the 
monument. “This memorial is honoring 
veterans. I am a veteran, but I would not 
want my name on the memorial. I would 
be ashamed to add my name to a memorial 
honoring all veterans.“

Mike Miller, of AmVets, added to the 
criticism. “I have the same concern as the 
rest of the speakers here. There were sev-
eral planning meetings, and this issue never 
came up. We decided not to add individual 
names to the memorial because it is for all 
veterans.

“The idea of the City Council putting 
their names at the memorial never came 
up.”

Councilmembers Chad Givens, Cathy 
Prout and Manuel Garcia agreed, and the 
issue is to be on the agenda at the council’s 
next meeting. 

Mayor Alvarado thanked the veterans 
for their service. “Before we close public 
comment, I want to thank you for serving 
our country,” he said.

But that wasn’t the end of it.
The issue came up later, too. During the 

reports and comments section, Councilmem-
ber Garcia addressed the meeting, “We are 
going to revisit the issue,” he said. He then 

tearfully added, “We didn’t mean to offend 
anyone. If we did offend anybody, I apolo-
gize. Also, as for the charter, I am not look-
ing to change the charter. I am only wanting 
to better understand it. I am not looking to 
change it,” referring to a review authorized 
by the council last month.

In other council action, the members ap-
proved the $325,000 purchase of two new 
electric vehicles that will be used for Dial 
a Ride. 

Administrative Services Director Jim 
Zervis said that they were going with 
Phoenix vehicles this time because they 
have had trouble with their current pro-
vider, Zenith. “There are two of our ve-
hicles that we have had continuous trouble 
with. There are mechanical issues, and the 
vehicles are off the streets for a significant 
amount of time. I researched customers of 
the Phoenix company and found them to 
be very reliable. One company in Los An-
geles has 50 of the vehicles that service 
LAX airport, operating 24/7, and they are 
very happy with the vehicles and the com-
pany.”

The council also approved a $50,000 
expense for a professional services con-
tract for surveying services to be done 
at the North Shafter Street Improvement 
Project. The survey will provide a bet-
ter understanding of is needed. In earlier 
council meetings, the need for improve-
ments to the roads, shoulders, curbs and 
other infrasture in the area were discussed, 
with an emphasis on improving safety for 
local residents. 

From Page 1

Council to look at 
plaque issue again

Leon Stevens
March 26, 1944 – 

July 6, 2019
Leon Stevens was born 

March 26, 1944, to Gus and 
Rosalee Stevens in Bakers-
field. Leon was the oldest of 
five children and was raised 
in Delano. Leon passed 
away on July 6, 2019, in 
Shafter. 

Leon is presided in death 
by his parents and sister 
Sheila. He is survived by 
his loving wife of 24 years, 
Rebeca, their son Joshua 
and a grandson, due to ar-
rive in November; three 
sons, Darryl, Leon Jr. and 
Noel Stevens, and three 
daughters Sherron Moore, 
Tigen Rosales, and Deniese 
Mayfield and six grandchil-
dren, Kaelah and Brandon 
Stevens, Elexie Moore, 
Matthew and Ari Rosales, 
and Morgan Mayfield; two 
sisters, Dorothy Lucas and 
Ingrid Farinas; brother Rick 
Stevens; and a host of niec-
es, nephews, cousins and 
friends.

Leon graduated from 
Delano High School in 
1962. He was well known 
for his kind and loving 
spirit and contagious smile. 
Leon was a three-sport ath-
lete and excelled in foot-
ball, track and basketball. 
Leon’s athletic abilities 
were honored in 2010 when 

he was inducted into the 
Delano High School Hall 
of Fame.  

After high school, Leon 
attended Bakersfield Col-
lege to pursue a business 
degree and decided to focus 
his athletic efforts on foot-
ball, where he averaged 100 
yards per game, and is still 
in the record books today at 
Bakersfield College as one 
of the top 24 running backs 
for his record in rushing 
over 1,200 yards during the 
1963-64 season, which still 
stands today nearly 55 years 
later. 

Leon concluded his sea-
son at BC and earned the 
award of distinction of All 
American in the Metro-
politan Conference and was 
awarded a full-ride football 
scholarship to Arizona State 
University.   

In 1968, Leon was 
drafted into the Army, and 

he served his country dur-
ing the Vietnam War. He 
attended Quartermaster 
Specialty School at Fort 
Lee in Virginia and re-
ceived a diploma in stock 
control and accounting. 
In 1971, Leon received an 
honorable discharge and 
moved back to Delano 
to work with the family-
owned business Stevens 
Transportation, Inc. (for-
merly Stevens Trucking) 
and remained employed 
with company until the 
time of his death.

Over the years, Leon 
enjoyed many things, in-
cluding sports, skiing and 
raising chickens, but most 
of all he loved people, 
whether related by blood, 
friend, coworker, neighbor 
or stranger on the street 
-- he loved everyone and 
people loved him. His in-
fectious smile made peo-
ple instantly want to smile, 
and his jovial and fun-lov-
ing spirit could be felt the 
moment you began talking 
to him. He will truly be 
missed by all!

Visitation was held July 
11, including a Rosary, at 
Basham & Lara Funeral 
Care in Shafter. The funeral 
will be held July 12 at 10.m. 
at St. Therese Catholic 
Church, 300 W. Lerdo Hwy. 
in Shafter.

CHECK US OUT ONLINE at THESHAFTERPRESS.com
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 1 SHAFTER YARD SALE

MOVING YARD SALE: 204 Wal-
nut St., Shafter. Fri. 7/19-Sat. 
7/20 from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Kitchenware, home décor, 
dining table, clothing & lots of 
everything. 1t1

Big Yard Sale: 332 Atkinson, 
Shafter. Fri. 7/19 & Sat. 7/20 
from 7:30 a.m. to ?.  Clothes, 
bedding, shoes & misc. 1t1

MOVING YARD SALE: 560 
Butte Ct., Shafter. Sat. 7/20 
from 7 a.m to ?. Furniture, 
couches, bedroom sets, chil-
dren & adult clothing & lots of 
stuff! 1t1

Big Yard Sale: 125 Stone 
Ave., Shafter. 7/20 7 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Refrigerator, mattress, 
bedding, glassware and toys. 
1t1

Yard Sale:100 Atkinson, 
Shafter. Sat 7/20 from 7 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Clothes & a little 
bit of everything. 1t1

 1  WASCO  YARD SALE
Yard Sale: 1001 Iris St, Wasco. 
Sat 7/20 6 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
New & gently used clothes 
(all sizes) paparazzi jewelry & 
misc.1t1

 2 AUTO/MOTORCYCLES
2005 Chrysler 300 FOR SALE: 
Needs work, AS IS. $2,500. 
Clean bill, tags and NO acci-
dents. Has A/C, new brakes, 
rotors and lots of new parts. 
661-340-1544. 2tf

Got an older car, boat or RV? 
Do the humane thing. Donate 
it to the Humane Society. 
Call 844-335-2616 (Cal-
SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. FREE 3 DAY VA-
CATION, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care of. Call 1-844-491-2884 
(Cal- SCAN)

 5     MISC. FOR SALE
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels. $14.95 high-speed 
internet. Free installation, 
Smart HD DVR included. Free 
voice remote. Some restric-
tions apply. 844-536-5233 
(Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN -- Anytime. Any-
where! No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The all-new Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN) 
5tf

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS 
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
registered. Crisp, clear sound, 
state of-the-art features & no 
audiologist needed.  Try it risk 
free for 45 days! CALL 877-
736-1242  (Cal-SCAN) 5tf

 6       MISC WANTED
BE WARY OF out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
for fees or services. Read and 
understand any contracts be-
fore you sign. Shop around for 
rates. 7tf

 7       EMPLOYMENT 
          OPPORTUNITY
CLASS A DRIVER NEEDED, 5 
years experience. California 
only, 5 days a week. 661-978-
2147. 7t4

 10       SERVICES
ELEGANT LANDSCAPE & 
Maintenance: Sprinkler repair 
& installation, grass, cleanups, 
concrete work. 661-746-
0243, 661-565-1402. Span-
ish/English. 10t3

HOME TUTORING NOW 
AVAILABLE: Hours: Mon.-Fri., 
4:30-9 p.m., Sat. mornings if 
needed. Cost: On hire. Sub-
jects: All K-8th; this includes 
test preparation. Easy. Helpful. 
Convenient! Please call or text 
Adrianna, 661-376-3747.10tf

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for profes-
sional cleanup and maintain 
the value of your home!  Set 
an appt. today! Call 855-401-
7069 (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW that newspa-
pers serve an engaged audi-
ence and that 79% still read 
a print newspaper? Newspa-
pers need to be in your mix! 
Discover the power of news-
paper advertising. For more 
info email cecelia@cnpa.com 
or call 916-288-6011. (Cal-
SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS has a story 
to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Re-
lease – the only press release 
Service operated by the press 
to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia at 916-288-
6011 or prmediarelease.com/
california  (Cal-SCAN)

Unable to work due to injury or 
illness? Call Bill Gordon & As-
soc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys! FREE evaluation. Lo-
cal attorneys nationwide 844-
879-3267. Mail: 2420 N St. NW, 
Washington, D.C. Office: Broward 

Co., FL (TX/NM Bar) (Cal-SCAN)
Lowest Prices on Health & 
Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top com-
panies! Call now! 888-989-
4807. (Cal-SCAN) 10tf

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT just 
a discount plan, REAL cover-
age for 350 procedures. 855-
472-0035 or dental50plus.
com/canews Ad# 6118  (Cal-
SCAN) 10tf

DID YOU KNOW information 
is power and content is king? 
Do you need timely access to 
public notices and remain rel-
evant in today’s hostile busi-
ness climate? Gain the edge 
with California News Publish-
ers Association’s new innova-
tive website capublicnotice.
com and check out the FREE 
one-month trial Smart Search 
feature. For more information, 
call Cecelia at 916-288-6011 
or capublicnotice.com  (Cal-
SCAN) 10tf

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ 
BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief, 888-508-6305. (CAL-
SCAN) 10tf

 16     APARTMENTS 
            FOR RENT
A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-
tion’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no ob-
ligation. CALL 1-855-467-
6487. (Cal-SCAN) 16tf

 17     REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE in Shafter: Four-
plex on .33 acres. One 
3-bedroom, 1 bath, base-
ment & detached garage; 
one 3-bedroom, 1 bath; two 
1-bedroom, 1 bath. Main 
house partially remodeled. 
All currently rented. Please 
call for viewing appointment/
more info, 661-319-4313. 
$350,000. 17t5

KC BUYS HOUSES-FAST-
CASH -- Any condition. Fam-
ily owned & operated. Same 
day offer! 915-777-2518. 
kcbuyshouses.com  (Cal-
SCAN)

Wooded New Mexico high 
country getaway. 3-7 acre 
parcels with underground 
utilities surrounded by public 
lands. Low down; owner fi-
nancing from $24,995 total. 
Hitching Post Land 575-773-
4200  (CalSCAN)

GRADDY
& COMPANY
REAL ESTATE

MLS Service | DRE 00366083

Sara Merlo, Realtor
661-717-1495

myrealtorsaramerlo@gmail.com
CALL SARA FOR EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

Mickie Harvey
Associate Broker

Certified Property
Manager Specialist

Jim Graddy, Broker
Lic#00366083

746-1010

DRE01813239

1/2 acre Industrial lot on Ash Ave. 
$150,000 - owner will carry loan

Your local realtor 
serving your buying, 
selling and property 
management needs.

 17                        REAL ESTATE

HOME REPAIR 
SERVICES

Electrical • Interior 
Exterior • Roofing 
Concrete • Fencing
661-240-7555
661-709-5156

HOW TO 
ORDER
YOUR 

CLASSIFIED
 IN PERSON

 O ur Offices  at 
406 Central Ave., Shafter 

Open 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 

BY  M AIL
 Ma il your ad, or 

prepayment to our office: 
Shafter Press, P.O. Box  789, 

Shafter, CA 93263,  
661-292-5100

BY FAX
Fax your ad to 

661-292-5077.

ONLINE
Send an email to 

classified@theshafter
press.com or 

classified@wascotrib.com

HOW  T O A DVERTISE
 E FFECTIVELY AND
 E CONOMICALLY

  Our  s ales representati-
ves are pleased to help 
you compose the most 
effective ad at a mini-
mum cost. Here are two 
key points to remember 
about your ads:
  1 .  If it’s an item you’re 
selling, remember to in-
clude as much informati-
on as possible The more 
potential buyers know 
about the item you have 
for sale ,  the more interest 
they have in calling you.
  2 .  Our reputation for 
Classified Advertising 
results is excellent. But 
not every potential buyer 
will read your ad on the 
same day. The majority 
of our private party ad-
vertisers take advantage 
of our discount rates. 
This simply means that 
you order your ad for  two  
consecutive issues, but 
should you get the results 
you desire before the ad 
has expired, you may call 
and cancel the ad and be 
refunded for the days the 
ad did not appear. Except 
for GR  - - no refunds or 
changes accepted.

COPY ACCEPTANCE
The Shafter Press and Wasco 
Tribune reserves the right to 
revise, reclassify,  edit,, reject 
or cancel any ad at any time  
for any reason. 

DEADLINES
 For Private Party Advertisers 
to order, correct or cancel 
an ad, the deadline for The 
Shafter Press and Wasco 
Tribune is MONDAY NOON.

GENERAL POLICY
1. Rates and deadlines 
subject to change without 
notice.
2. The Shafter Press and 
Wasco Tribune make 
every effort to avoid er-
rors in advertisements. 
Each ad is carefully read 
back for approval. Howe-
ver, mistakes sometimes 
slip through. We ask that 
you check your ad care-
fully. If you should find an 
error, report it to the Clas-
sified Department right 
away by calling  661-
292-5100 and asking for 
Classified. We regret that 
we cannot be responsible 
for more than one incor-
rect publication if you do 
not call the error to our 
attention. The Shafter 
Press and Wasco Tribune 
cannot be liable for an 
amount greater than the 
amount paid for such ad-
vertising.

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS..

Martinez
Home Repair &

Remodeling
Drywall, Electrical, Roofing, 

Framing & Painting
Miguel 661.340.5888

Sherry Knapp
Loan Offi cer, DRE#01174802 • NMLS#242213

(661)758-3003
Cell: (661)303-9556
Fax: (661)758-3670
1001 7th Street, Suite E • Wasco, CA 93280
E-mail: knapp_she@yahoo.com

 17                         REAL ESTATE

LONE STAR
PLUMBING
– Certified Plumber –

661-573-1049
• Repairs • Remodels • Systems

Lic#1046399

Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. 

Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance

877-205-4138

AIRLINE
CAREERS
START HERE

  7                EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

  10                           SERVICES

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 661-292-5100 
TO ADVERTISE

 17                         REAL ESTATE

661-758-6435 
1701 Hwy 46, Wasco CA 93280 

Broker License # 01746968

2031 7th St 3/2 + POOL PENDING
921 Rose Ave. 3/2 ........... $170,000
948 2nd St.- 4/2 .............$215,000
1224 4th St. 3/1 .............$195,000

Edwyna Lawrence, Realtor
CalBRE# 01291831

661-428-8882
edwyna@jordanlink.com
www.edwynalawrence.com

Cute and cozy 3bd 1 bath 
$138,000.
Beautiful home with 4 bd, 
2 baths with rv parking. 
$276,900.

HOMES FOR SALE

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL A HOME IN 2019? 

Take the first step and call today!

 17                         REAL ESTATE

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

  10                          SERVICES

TAG 
SALES 
WORK 
HERE!
Advertise 
yours at  

661-292-5200

331 SHAFTER AVENUE, SHAFTER, CALIFORNIA 93263
(661) 746-8600,   (661) 746-8614 (FAX)

2019 -20 School Year
SDC Special Education Instructional Aide - 
2 positions: 3 Hrs and 6.5 Hrs

General Education Instructional Aide - 5.25 Hrs

Title III Instructional Aide - 3.75 Hrs (4 positions)

After School Education & Safety Program 
Activity Leader - 3.75 Hrs (2 positions)

Moderate/Severe Special Ed Instructional Aide - 
2 positions: 3.75 Hrs and 6 Hrs

Health Aide - Substitutes

Yard Duty Supervisor - Substitutes

Transportation Attendant - Substitutes

To review the essential job functions and apply, visit 
the District website at:  www.rsdshafter.org

Deadline:  July 19, 2019
Equal Opportunity Employer

  7                EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

City of Wasco
Wastewater Plant Operator I/II 

The City of Wasco is looking to fill one (1) vacancy in the Public 
Works Wastewater department for a Wastewater Plant Operator 

I or II. Wastewater Plant Operator I: Full Time, Annual Salary 
$43,157-55,080 and benefits. At least one-year experience in 
the general maintenance, monitoring, and operation of a 

wastewater treatment plant. Possess and maintain a minimum 
Grade I Wastewater Operator Certification issued by the State 
of California Water Resources Control Board. Wastewater Plant 

Operator II: Full Time, Annual Salary $48,828-$62,318 and benefits. 
At least two-year experience in the general maintenance, 

monitoring, and operation of a wastewater treatment plant. 
Possess and maintain a minimum Grade II Wastewater Operator 

Certification issued by the State of California Water Resources 
Control Board. Applicants must have a high school diploma or 
an equivalent certificate and a California Driver license with a 

driving record acceptable to the City.

To apply, please contact the City of Wasco Human Resources 
located at 746 8th Street, Wasco, CA, or download an 
application and job description via the city website at 

www.ci.wasco.ca.us.  
The City of Wasco is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Apply by Monday, July 29, 2019, at 5pm

  7                                      EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

 Community Support 
Options, Inc. 

Hiring part-time for Supported Living Services 
Specialist in Wasco. Experience preferred, but, 

not required.  Must pass  drug screen, DMV 
check, background check, and pre-employment 

physical.  Must have reliable transportation. 
Must have a high school diploma or G.E.D.

Apply in person at 
C.S.O 1401 Poso Drive, Wasco, CA  93280  

Mon.-Fri.  8:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.
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Real Estate License #01041073 CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

  7     EMPLOYMENT

MOVING SALE:
Saturday 7am - ?
341 Faber St, Shafter
Table, chairs, buffet, 

misc, little bit of 
everything!

PASTOR’S CORNER

PASTOR JIM NEAL
In the fall of 1958, it was the day of our 

an annual athletic physicals in our small 
rural community.  On this appointed day 
every would-be athlete walked down to the 
local clinic to see Dr. Helmut Hartmann for 
the necessary health check.  This was my 
first of seven such fall afternoons, and my 
excitement was off the charts.

Dr. Hartmann’s nurse lined us up a few at 
a time at the scales and recorded our height, 
weight and blood pressure on a small card be-
fore handing us the medical card to give to the 
doctor for our exam.  Returning to the wait-
ing room I looked at the figures recorded.  I 
had no idea what the blood pressure readings 
meant, but I did understand the height and 

weight; it read 5’6” and 165 pounds, not bad 
for a grown man; however, not good numbers 
for a 12-year-old boy.  I was not proud of, 
and actually ashamed of, my “pudgy” frame. 
Although nothing could prepare me for what 
was about to happen upon entering the doc-
tor’s office for my athletic physical.

Dr. Hartmann was a refugee from Nazi 
Germany fleeing before Hitler’s reign of ter-
ror.  One thing he brought with him from his 
German heritage was a stern and serious de-
meanor. His tough behavior frankly translat-
ed to the bedside manner of a “rattlesnake.”  
Standing before him sheepishly, cloaked only 
in my “skivvies,” the good doctor gave me a 
once-over, had me dress and sit down.  Then, 
looking me directly in the eyes, he said, “Boy 

you are so fat you should eat rocks!!”  Al-
though firm, serious and stern, he was ex-
tremely honest and true in his bluntness.

Talk about stunned, hurt, humiliated and 
emotionally shaken, I was.  In retrospect, it 
was the first time that I can remember re-
ceiving pointed and opinionated construc-
tive criticism from someone other than my 
parents.  At 12 years of age, I did not see it 
that way, and it was several years later be-
fore I began to appreciate Dr. Hartmann’s 
bluntness. (I lost 35 pounds before Christ-
mas of that same year).

Everyone has received criticism from one 
source or another at some point in their lives.  
At times it is valid constructive, and at others 
it is rendered out of spite, jealousy or fear and 

should be ignored only after being examined 
for any elements of truth.  The severity of the 
sharpness of valid constructive criticism’s 
pointed remarks depends on only two criteria:
■ The power and authority from whom 

it is given.
■ One’s personal perception of the value 

of valid constructive criticism.
An athlete learns to hear and heed the in-

tent of constructive criticism given without 
internalizing how it is delivered.  Those who 
spent time in the military learn to accept criti-
cism -- warranted and unwarranted, individu-
ally and as a group.  Employees who spend 
any time at all on a job must be able to accept 
instruction without personalizing the nega-
tive aspects from which it is often offered.

How to handle constructive criticism
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