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The city has seen an influx of sightings of its mascot 
in recent days, with striped felines spotted all over the 
city. They can be seen 
mostly in neighbor-
hood windows, thanks 
to the industrious mind of Sharon Sharp and other com-
munity members. 

Sharp was inspired by events recently held in other 
communities, in which residents put teddy bears in the 
windows of their homes for passersby to take pictures of 
when spotted. Sharp thought this would be a great way to 

JAMIE STEWART
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The coronavirus pandemic had taken its toll on the cit-
ies of Shafter and Wasco, along with other cities in Kern 
County, with closed schools, businesses and churches.

Easter Sunday was a good example of the disruption the 
virus has caused.

Mannel Park, usually 
filled with worshipers 
watching the sun rise as they celebrate the rising of the Son, 
was empty as residents were heeding the warnings of local 
officials about gathering in large groups for the holiday.

This is on top of the churches in town closing their doors 
to the public. But churches still are able to hold virtual wor-
ship services on Facebook and YouTube.

Besides the confirmed 
case of Joel Herrera, 19, of 
Shafter, it is unclear how 
many cases of the virus 
there have been in the city. 

Despite other areas of 
the state and nation giving 
more detailed numbers of 
the amount of cases are con-
firmed in a specific city, the 
Kern County Public Health 
Department has opted to 
limit the information given to the public to a regional map 
that breaks the county into different regions. Each region 
has four or five different ZIP codes in it, making it difficult 
to pinpoint the number of victims in a community.

There have been 516 confirmed cases in Kern County as 
of Tuesday night, with 63 of them occurring in the Valley 
Region of the map, which includes Shafter, Wasco, Delano, 
Taft and other rural cities. In recent days, Target confirmed 
that an employee working at the distribution center in 
Shafter had tested positive.

“We are working in close partnership with local health 
departments and can share that a Target team member at 
our distribution center on Zachary Avenue in Shafter has 
a positive case of the coronavirus,” Target Communica-
tions Director Jake Anderson said in a statement Tuesday.

The team member is on paid leave during their quaran-
tine, following local health department guidelines. “We’ve 
also worked quickly to clean and sanitize the distribution 

SHAFTER

WASCO

SHAFTER

Hi, neighbor! 
Drop by anytime.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO

Trenea Smart 
2720 Calloway Dr
Bakersfield
661-431-1780

Easter Sunday 
was a good 
example of 
the level of 

disruption the 
virus has caused.

Periodical Postage
PAID

Shafter, CA
Permit 491700

Vol. 92  No. 42   •   Shafter, California Vol. 42  No. 42   •   Wasco, California Thursday, April 16, 2020

FREE!
UPDATES ONLINE AT THESHAFTERPRESS.COM AND WASCOTRIB.COM

Virus continues its attack
Area goes virtual,
even for Easter

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

WUESD Superintendent Kelly 
Richers is looking at the consequences 
of the coronavirus pandemic and the 
empty classrooms its created – and 
what he sees is not good.

“It’s doom and gloom for the next 
couple of years.”

Since schools are paid for each stu-
dent’s daily attendance, and schools 
are now closed for at least two months, 
a lot of income has been lost.

“We are sure funding will be cut 
significantly, but the Local Control 

Accountability Plan (LCAP) will 
probably stay similar to what we 
have for next year,” Richers said in 
an email. “The following year (2021-
2022) will almost assuredly see deep 
cuts; however, it is too late to give 
notices of certificated layoffs for the 
coming year, so we will not be cutting 
significantly -- just moving money 
around where allowed.”

At Tuesday’s board meeting, the 
Wasco Union Elementary School Dis-
trict eliminated one uncredentialed 

position and will move another classi-
fied position around to accommodate 
the district’s needs.

At its meeting on Tuesday night, 
the board unanimously voted to 
eliminate a special education aide, 
since their sole responsibility was 
for a student who is graduating 
eighth grade and moving onto high 
school.

A migrant outreach aide will be 
moved to another position, since the 
need is seasonal and there is a full-
time migrant outreach employee al-
ready in place. 

Social distancing was the order of the day at Tuesday night’s school board meeting.

‘Doom, gloom’ for WUESD

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Recreation Department 
gave the families of Shafter a chance to cel-
ebrate the holiday even from the safety of 
their own homes last Friday with a Quaran-
tine Egg Quest. 

On Friday, families drove by the Rec-
reation Office on East Tulare Avenue, and 
District Manager Phillip Jimenez and his 
staff handed out 6,000 eggs filled with toys 
and candy.

The participants then took the eggs 
home to hold their own egg hunts. The 
only rules were to hold the egg hunt at their 
homes, post pictures and videos on social 
media, and tag the Recreation Department 
with them. Those who followed the guide-
lines were entered into a drawing that was 
held on Monday.

Entrants watched on Facebook Live as 

Shafter Rec finds way
to celebrate the holiday

Lorena Ayon and Hannah Ramirez helped hand out 6,000 eggs.

This tiger was sent by Alice Kehoe, a Wasco High 
alum now living in Stockton.

This tiger was spotted peering out of a neighborhood 
window.

Tigers spotted
all over town

See ‘TIGER TREK’ Page 5

See VIRUS Page 6

See ANOTHER Page 6

WASCO
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As reported by the Shafter Police De-

partment 
APRIL 11

Miguel Angel Ortega Franco, 36, of 
Shafter, was arrested for assault with a 
deadly weapon, threatening a crime with 
intent, vandalism more than $400, attempt-
ed burglary and obstruction of a public of-
ficer.

Octavio Anthony Montoya, 29, of 
Shafter, was arrested for battery.
APRIL 10

Bridget Evalee Martinez, 41, of Shafter, 
was arrested on a  felony bench warrant.

Samuel Castillo Sepulveda, 46, of 
Shafter, was arrested on an outside 
agency warrant, under the influence and 
showing a false ID to a specific public 
officer.
APRIL 7

Vincent Ortiz Hernandez, 60, of Shafter, 
was arrested for trespassing and refusing to 
leave, disorderly conduct: alcohol and on an 
outside agency warrant.

Ramiro Conrado Enriquez, 31, of 
Shafter, was arrested for obstruction of 
a public officer, evading public officer: 

disregarding safety and a broken head-
light.

Donnie Isbell, 50, of Shafter, was ar-
rested on an outside agency warrant.
APRIL 5

Mariana Ortega, 19, of Shafter, was ar-
rested in the 100 block of North Shafter 
Avenue for obstruction of a public officer, 
transparent material on windows and li-
cense not in possession.
WASCO

As reported by the Kern County Sheriff’s 
Department, Wasco substation:
APRIL 10

Julian Bazan, 37, of Wasco, was arrested 
in the 1800 block of 16th Street for domes-
tic violence, false imprisonment and assault 
with a deadly weapon.  He was booked into 
the Kern County Jail.  
APRIL 11

Heriberto Ramirez-Rodriguez, 20, of 
Wasco, was arrested in the 400 block of North 
Central Avenue in Wasco for shoplifting and 
disorderly 
conduct.  He 
was booked 
into the Kern 
County Jail.
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Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Shafter Historical Society. If you know the loca-
tion, circumstances, exact or rough date and/
or people in the photo, send your educated (or 
semieducated) guess to The Press,406 Central 
Ave., Shafter 93263, or e-mail it to mystery-
photo@The ShafterPress.com. Winners will be 
revealed here next week. LAST WEEK: From 
a 1939 Shafter High Laurion advertising photo 
for the Shafter Variety Store – “We don’t know 
what Elmer [Anderson] wants with the spool of 
knitting yarn, but we do know that he and Mary 
came to the right place to get it. When you are 
in need of anything you don’t know where to 
get, just drop into Christensen’s; they’ll have 
it.”

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Wasco Historical Society. If you know the loca-
tion, circumstances, exact or rough date and/
or people in the photo, send your educated 
(or semieducated) guess to the Tribune, 406 
Central Ave., Shafter 93263, or e-mail it to 
mysteryphoto@WascoTrib.com. Winners will 
be revealed here next week. LAST WEEK: Nan 
Reedy, Clarence Smith and Minnie Carr in an 
undated photo.
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A listing of area eateries 
that are open and ready 

to serve you with takeout. 
Call ahead to confirm 
hours and availability.

SHAFTER
Tin Cup Coffee

1101 E. Lerdo Hwy.
661-630-4061
Drive through

Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.—3 p.m., 
Sat. 8 a.m.-1 p.m., 

Sun. closed

Rocy’s Mexican Food
749 S. Shafter Ave.

661-746-2619
Open every day 
8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Tony’s Firehouse 
Restaurant

300 E. Lerdo Hwy.
661-746-9244

Open every day 
11 a.m.-7 p.m.

El Michoacano
237 Central Ave.
661-746-4872

La Fonda Taqueria 
and Mariscos

358 Central Ave.
661-746-0034

Don Pepe’s Bar & Grill
301 E. Lerdo Hwy.

661-746-6183

China Cuisine
563 James St.
661-746-3266

Giovanni’s 
Italian Eatery
130 Walker St.
661-746-2000

La Imperial Taqueria
327 State Ave.
661-746-1717

General’s 
Headquarter

710 E. Lerdo Hwy.
661-746-6075

Open every day 
8 a.m.-11 p.m.

Burger Factory
313 Central Ave.
661-746-9135

Frosty King
683 Central Valley Hwy.

661-746-6951
Open every day 
10 a.m.-10 p.m.

WASCO
Catrina’s Mexican 

Grill & Cantina
1345 F. St.

661-758-3435

Barraza’s Delicioso Tacos
601 F. St.

661-758-8944

Hong Kong 
Restaurant
912 7th St.

661-758-3338
Mon. closed, Tues.-
Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Teresa’s Tacos Villa
441 F. St., Wasco

661-758-2027

La Imperial 
Taqueria

922 7th St., Wasco
661-758-2955

Open every day 
8 a.m.-9 p.m.

La Cabanita
169 Highway 46
661-758-4915

La Cocina 
Del Pablo

931 7th. St. 

Blue Sushi & 
Teriyaki

915 7th St.
661-758-2236

Open Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-
p.m., Sun. & Mon closed

Carol’s Dari
 Freeze

1501 Highway 46
661-758-2606

Open every day 
11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Frosty King
1032 Highway 46

661-758-2606

Hoyett’s 
Sandwich Shop

727 6th St. 
661-758-2065

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Sun 9 p.m.-1 p.m., Sun. 

closed

El Burrito
Loco

803 7th St.
661-758-4945

Café 101
2339 Highway 46

661-758-1983
Open every day 

6 a.m.- 9:30 p.m.

Pizza Hut
2340 Highway 46

661-758-5184
Delivery and takeout

Open every day 
9:30 a.m.-11 p.m.

Rocy’s 
Mexican Food

1157 7th St. • 661-758-5837

La Fonda
1001 F St. 

661-758-9901

Peters to help out with free meals
Peters Funeral Home will be provid-

ing warm meal “to those who really need 
it” on Friday, April 24, says owner Rick 
Woody.

Any resident of Shafter or Wasco can 
drive by and pick up a plate of pulled pork, 
beans, rice and bread between 5 and 6:30 

p.m. Seniors are invited to come by be-
tween 4 and 5 p.m.

There is a limit of two meals per vehicle, 
with identification showing Shafter or Was-
co residency required.

The drive-through will be at Peters’ 
Shafter location, 844 E. Lerdo Highway.

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
– SOMETHING NEW EVERYDAY –

SHAFTERPRESS.com

WASCOTRIB.com

– WE’RE ON               –
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TONI DE ROSA
Wasco Tribune

The announcements that Thomas Jeffer-
son and Palm Avenue Middle Schools were 
giving out Chromebooks to their students 
Tuesday April 14 through Thursday April 
16 were found in the Tribune, on Facebook 
and Wasco Is.

This was good news to parents because 
students began the second phase of distance 
learning on Monday.

Cars began lining up outside of TJ 
around 9:30 a.m. for the beginning of the 
10 a.m. distribution. In many vehicles, 
students were seated next to their parent, 
which gave them an opportunity to say hi to 
staff working at the distribution site.

Thomas Jefferson Principal Danny Arel-
lano estimated that about 300 Chrome-
books would be given out at TJ. “We have 
over 600 students, and about half have wifi 
at home,” Arellano said. “The students are 

also able to pick up a packet of homework 
material, which includes the same informa-
tion available on the Chromebook. The only 
difference between those with or without a 
Chromebook is that those with the Chrome-
book will be able to submit assignments 
through their device, while students who 
don’t have a Chromebook will turn in their 
completed packet of work. 

“Overall today we handed out approxi-
mately 290 Chromebooks with school 
work.  We will continue the distribution for 
the next couple of days (I anticipate we will 
hand out at least another 100 by the end of 
the week).” Arellano said. “We will also be 
open next week in case students didn’t get 
the information this week.” 

Arellano also said that he thinks some 
students will be able to get a “hot spot” off 
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Middle schools pass out Chromebooks

See STUDENTS Page 4Thomas Jefferson Principal Danny Arellano distributes workbooks.

Students connected thanks 
to Chromebook checkout

WASCOJAMIE STEWART
Wasco Tribune

Palm Avenue Middle School lent out 
over 300 Chromebooks on Tuesday as part 
of their effort to keep their students engaged 
and connected while the schools are closed 
during the pandemic. Students had already 
received packets complete with work as-
signments that will be good for credit once 
school is back in session. 

A line started forming well before the 
10:30 a.m. start time, but the school han-
dled the line with an organized system that 
got the vehicles in and out.

This program will benefit the students 
who may not have any resources to get con-
nected with the internet and the distance 
learning programs that are being offered.

Rafael Munoz, who has two children in 
the Wasco Union Elementary School sys-
tem, said that it is also a lot easier having 
one of the Chromebooks.

“We have a computer at the house, but 
with these Chromebooks, they come with 
the material loaded on them and have the 

links already in there. It saves a lot of head-
ache and time trying to get set up for the 
different sites.”

Also on Tuesday afternoon, Maple 
School held a Chromebook distribution of 
its own. Students were able to check out 
a Chromebook, loaded with learning ma-
terials and links to distance learning sites 
that enable them to take different classes 
online. This trying time and subsequent 
closure also interfered with the highly an-
ticipated ribbon cutting for Maple School. 
The event has been postponed and will take 
place when the all-clear is sounded for the 
schools.

Maple has undergone a major renova-
tion that saw the school get new administra-
tion buildings, classrooms, a cafeteria and a 
playground. The project began nearly three 
years ago and was done in phases, with the 
final phase just being completed.

Noami Gomez, of the Wasco Union El-
ementary School District, said, “We have 

had a line of people ever since we started 
today. It is hard not having the kids in class, 
but it is great to help them stay engaged and 
learning.”

A variety of classes are available online 

through the Zoom app, including math, 
English, Music and social science. There 
are even classes on there that take the stu-
dents through a physical fitness routine to 
help keep them moving and fit.

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

Community Action Part-
nership of Kern was busy at 
Barker Park Monday morn-
ing. 

CPAK gave away 300 
boxes of food to the first 
300 families in a long line 
of vehicles that snaked 
around the block where the 
park is located. Some of the 
vehicles had more than one 
family inside, which meant 
some cars went home with 
two or more boxes.

Cars began circling the 
park before 10 a.m. and 
entered the park via Poso 
and Poplar. The food didn’t 
necessarily go to the first 
300 vehicles, but instead 
to the first 300 families. A 
few vehicles were turned 
away after the boxes ran 
out.

CAPK volunteers Da-
vid Ramirez and Martha 
Figueroa were busy get-
ting information from each 
person in a vehicle. They 
required the name of the 
individual driving the car, 
their address and how many 

members were in their fam-
ily. If a different family was 
also in the car, that person’s 
name and address were also 
taken and the number in the 
household.

The two had a quick and 
efficient system going.

Each box contained non-
perishables, such as beans, 
rice and canned foods.

Both volunteers were 
wearing protective masks 
and long-sleeve shirts.

WASCO

SHAFTER

300 
families
served

Cars were lined up around the block around Barker Park. 

CAPK worker David Ramirez took down information 
for each vehicle as cars line up in Shafter.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The line of cars zig-
zagged through the streets 
surrounding The Truth 
Church parking lot on last 
Thursday for the Commu-
nity Action Partnership of 
Kern food giveaway to help 
the residents of Shafter cope 
during this COVID-19 crisis.

Families drove into the 
parking lot and gave their 
information, then a box 
of food and produce was 
placed in the trunk of their 
vehicles. 

The boxes contained po-
tatoes, milk, break, fruit and 
vegetables, along with other 
staples. The CAPK runs a 
regular food giveaway each 
month in Shafter, doling 
out supplies and staples for 
families who need it. With 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
though, the organization de-
cided to keep the assistance 
going, making sure the resi-
dents of Shafter have food 
to take care of their families.

According to Jaime 
Orona, program manager 
for the CAPK Food Bank, 
keeping Kern County resi-
dents fed is the top prior-
ity. “When this thing first 
broke, a few of the food 
banks and organizations got 
scared and stopped holding 

food pantry distributions. 
But, I have been hungry in 
my life and know what it is 
like to go without. I didn’t 
want any kids or families to 
be without during this try-
ing time.”

Orona said that they are 
still receiving commodities 
from the federal government, 
including beans, cheese and 
rice, but with some of the 
produce, it was a little slow-
er. “At first, it was challeng-
ing to get produce, milk and 
especially bread. But, we got 
responses from local suppli-
ers who have been great and 
have supplied us with what 
we need.”

CAPK Food Bank 
brought enough boxes for 
300 families on Thursday, 
with another distribution 
planned for the end of the 
month. A day and time will 
be posted later in the month.

Angie Nelson, director 
of the Shafter Youth Center, 
said, “We couldn’t do our 
regular distribution when 
they implemented the limit 
on gatherings because we 
held the distribution in-
doors. But, Jaime and the 
organization worked a way 
for us to keep the people of 
Shafter fed.”

Food Bank helps fight hunger problem
Families in need
during ‘trying time’

Noami Gomez helps hand out Chromebooks and packets for students.
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their phone for internet ac-
cess while others will con-
tinue doing their work on 
paper and workbooks.

Arellano recognized 
staff who helped with the 
distribution: Vice Principal 
Patrick Acosta, counselor 
Jose Solis, Academic Dean 
Hiram Lopez, Librarian 
Anna Flores, secretary Sta-
cy Cash, office clerk Denise 
Leal, outreach liaison Cas-
sandra Sanchez and campus 
monitor Margarita Ruiz.  

Over at Palm Avenue, 
parents were also lined up 
waiting to reach the front 
of the line to pick up a 
Chromebook and home-
work packets.

Upon arriving at PA, 
Principal Oscar Luna was 
spotted assisting a parent 
with a jump start. 

About halfway through 
the distribution time, Su-
perintendent Kelly Richers 
was observing the opera-

tion in action. He also said 
that the distribution went 
smoothly and quickly.

Helpers with the distri-
bution at Palm Avenue were 
secretary Elsa Gutierrez, 
clerk Melissa Melgoza, li-
aison Kim Rodarte, librar-
ian Noemi Gomez, nurse 
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very hard for you in order to sell your home in an e�cient and respectful manner.

If you are currently working with a real estate professional or already have your home listed for sale,
 please disregard this communique. All information that this real estate professional provides in person or

  by way of comparable pricing estimate reports is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. 

REALTOR ®

www.FredHerrmanRE.com  |  310.343.3219
fredherrman@mac.com  |  CalBRE #01789650

Noe Flores
Tel: 661-746-6848

650 E. Lerdo Hwy.
Shafter CA 93263

SERVING SHAFTER & WASCO

825 Central Valley Hwy, 
Shaft er 

661-746-5600

7th & 650 F Street,
 Wasco

661-240-5900

Local Delivery Service available 

Two locati ons for your convenience

Open Mon - Sun  9:00am - 7:00pm 

*terms and conditions apply, contact agent for more information.

 Im a professional Realtor with years 
of experience, providing top level service. I can 

sell your home in 30 days or less, ask about 
my $1000 guarantee*, if I don’t. Yes, I’m that 
confi dent in my abilities to sell your house. 

Residential & Commercial Properties
REALTOR® DRE#01390554

559-397-2956
Nate Mao

REAL ESTATE SERVICESREAL ESTATE SERVICES

follow me on facebook @natemaorealestate
si necesita asistencia en espanol tengo un agente que le puede alludes

COMMUNITY CIRCLE CHURCH
– NEW CHURCH IN SHAFTER –

A place where you can belong 
before you believe! Come join us this 

Sunday – the best is yet to come

yourccchurch.com
fi nd us on social media @yourccchurch

505 Sunset Ave., Shafter

Service Time: 
Every Sunday 11am

Kid’s Church
Praise and Worship

Reduces muscle spasms
Reduces recovery time

Enhances immune system
Improves oxygenation
Increases nutrient fl ow

Reduces stiffness and pain
Promotes relaxation

Improves digestive function
Improves athletic performance
Encourages tissue regeneration

Benefi ts of Chiropractic Care

Wasco Chiropractic

1241 7th Street, Wasco • 661-758-3001

Improves athletic performance
Encourages tissue regeneration

Benefi ts of Chiropractic Care Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Stop by and see Dr Carol today- 
you’ll be glad you did!

DOT physicals 
for truck drivers

Wolfgang H. Renken OD Inc
1301 Seventh Street, Wasco, CA 93280

(661) 758-6320

• Eye Examination

• Primary Care

• Eye Glasses

• Contact Lenses

“Because life is worth seeing”

Open Mon-Sat • 8:00am-5:00pm

JAIME 
Auto Repair
Family owned friendly service

Honest and Reliable

101 Walker Street, Shafter  •  661-746-7926

Students getting
Chromebooks

A Palm Avenue volunteer erases markings on a textbook.

Principal Danny Arellano directs walking students to wait for a few minutes while 
he gets their packet and Chromebook.

Coronavirus strikes Lerdo Jail
It was confirmed last 

week that five officers at 
Lerdo Jail have tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus. 

Kern County Detentions 
Officers Union Representa-
tive Dustin Alkire said in 
a statement on April 7 that 
the officers had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 and are 
resting at home. He went 
on to say that they are do-
ing well. 

Earlier, Sheriff Donny 
Youngblood announced 
that there were 10 sheriff’s 
office employees with the 
virus. Youngblood said, “All 
of the employees are being 

isolated and are receiving 
treatment.”

To date, none of the 
employees have been hos-
pitalized. The news comes 
on the heels of public ques-
tions about the amount of 
information the public is 
receiving from the Kern 
County Public Health De-
partment.

Several concerned citi-
zens have voiced that one 

of the worst parts of the 
pandemic is not knowing 
everything that is going 
on. When Kern County 
first had residents test 
positive for COVID-19, 
the Health Department de-
vised a map that grouped 
the county into regions, 
much like the geographi-
cal information given an-
nually regarding Valley 
Fever.

According to Public 
Health Department Epide-
miologist Kimberly Her-
nandez, “We have an obli-
gation to protect the privacy 
of individuals affected by 
COVID-19 due to HIPPA 
laws. The more informa-
tion we provide, other than 
the region in which the case 
is, the easier it becomes to 
identify one or more of the 
people who have been af-
fected.”

There have been 24 
reported cases in the val-
ley region, which includes 
Shafter, Wasco and other 
surrounding county cities.

SHAFTER

WASCO

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

With the onset of the 
coronavirus quarantine, 
stores are completely run-
ning out of items that used 
to be available in large 
quantities.

Wasco Superstore is one 
of the businesses that has 
been able to stay open dur-
ing the lockdown of nones-
sential businesses. They are 
essential because the store 
usually has a large quantity 
of much-needed items to 
sell during a regular year.

But this is not any regu-
lar year. The virus has af-
fected this small business 
like so many others.

Upon entering the store, 
the customer is greeted 
personally by a clerk, who 
asks if there is anything you 
are looking for specifically 
because the newest guide-
lines indicate customers in 
stores should go in and out 
as quickly as possible with-
out loitering or browsing. 
So, when Johanna Reyes 
asked if she could help find 
something specific, she 
explained it was because 
customers are not able to 
browse and walk around. A 
customer needs to get what 
he/she needs and leave.

Reyes is a Wasco resi-
dent currently attending the 
University of California, 
Davis. When classes closed, 
she returned to Wasco to 
be with family and began 
working at the Superstore. 
“I’ve worked here during 
summers,” she said. “When 
I came home, I knew I would 
need to be doing something 
more than homework.”

“I’m grateful to have a 
job.” 

The store, which is 
known for its enormous 
toilet paper pyramid in the 
center of the store, was 
completely out of it, as well 
as many other items usually 
in stock. “Hopefully, we 
will get a shipment either 
this afternoon or tomor-
row,” she said.

She mentioned that dur-
ing the first week of quaran-
tine, shoppers came in and 
board quantities of items 
such as toilet paper, water 
and disinfecting products. 
During the second week 
of the quarantine, custom-
ers still were coming in to 
grab as much as they could; 

however, “by the third week 
of the quarantine, we were 
limiting purchases to one 
package of these items per 
customer.”

Wasco Superstore is 
located at 817 7th St., and 
they can be reached at 758-
1856. The store hours are 
now 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Superstore keeps moving

In 2018, the owner’s son, John Kim, posed in front of a 
toilet paper pyramid usually found in the middle of the 
store. They had none on Tuesday.

Clerk Johanna Reyes at the Wasco Superstore.



JAMIE STEWART
The Shafer Press

Don Pepe’s Restaurant 
and owner Jose Martinez 
not only cooked up good 
food this past week, but 
also cooked up some good 
old community spirit.

Martinez had decided 
to close its doors amid the 
coronavirus situation to 
redo the floors of the restau-
rant. Looking at what they 
had, Martinez decided that 
they would cook the food 
and give it away to the com-
munity. 

Residents started lin-
ing up at 10 a.m., and they 
served plates of food, in-
cluding chile verde and en-
chiladas until 3 p.m. Marti-
nez said that on Wednesday 
they served around 300 
meals. 

Don Pepe’s has been 
a mainstay in Shafter for 
several years, with the res-
taurant having a rebirth in 
2017 when Martinez took 

it over, rebuilding an eat-
ery that had become stag-
nant under the old owner-
ship.

“We love this communi-
ty, and we do everything we 
can to help them,” Martinez 
said.

On Thursday, there was 
another line of people wait-
ing for the to-go plates of-
fered. With Chef Miguel 
Alcaraz and Manager Pe-
dro Flores, the restaurant 
has been serving people all 
week. Originally the idea 
was to use up the food that 
they would have lost with 
their doors closed for the re-
vamping. But the response 
was overwhelming, and the 
plan changed. “At first we 
were just going to cook up 
the food we had on hand, 
giving back to the commu-
nity. But the response was 
so big that we ended up 
going out and buying more 

food so we could finish off 
the week.”

Martinez said that he is 

looking forward to having 
their doors open as soon 
as possible and will always 

be there for the people of 
Shafter.
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•  Estate Planning and Administration
•  Probate and Probate Litigation
•  Real Property and Business Law
•  Civil Litigation

Experienced and
dedicated.

661.325.5075  •  www.dwlaw� rm.com
Hayden Building  • 1626 19th Street, Suite 23 • Bakers� eld, CA 93301

G
ARCIA’S AUTO REPAIR & SERVIC

E

FULL SERVICE & EXHAUST REPAIR

JAIME GARCIA

661-240-5426

TSP CAMS • SPEED ENGINEERING 
HEADERS • STAINLESS WORKS

 ENGINES • TRANSMISSIONS • BRAKES 

TUNE-UP • STARTER • ALTERNATOR 
DIAGNOSTICS  • CUSTOM EXHAUST SYSTEM 

HP TUNES • SHOCKS

MON TO FRI 7AM to 5PM
SAT 7AM TO 4PM

SUN CLOSED

676 EAST 
LERDO HWY

FIND US ON

GARCIASAUTOREPAIRS

VISIT 
THESHAFTERPRESS.COM
 AND WASCOTRIB.COM

 SOMETHING NEW EVERY DAY!

SUPPORT LOCAL 
JOURNALISM

• Read  • Advertise  
• Contribute

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

1606040

Life’s a combination of good 
days and bad. I have your 
back for both. And who has 
my back? The company more 
people have trusted for 
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

A good 
neighbor
has your 
back. 

Ruth Yazmin Ramos, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0C65654

1071 7th Street
Bus: 661-758-5164
www.ruthramos.net
Hablamos Español

•Carpet
•Upholstery
•Floors
•Tile
•Windows
•Janitorial
•Dryer Ducts
•R.V.’S
•Pressure
 Washing
•And More!

Licensed & Insured

CLEANING SERVICES

661-376-7767

General 
Manager

2445A Hwy. 46
Wasco, California 93280
(661) 758-1500
WascoCA@anytime� tness.com

www.anytime� tness.com

Start the New Year with a healthier you!

HAIRSTYLIST:
Gloria (661) 330-9266
Angela (661) 301-6306
Elena (661) 599-0955

Aleyda (661) 292-9741 
Becky (661) 333-2660
Lupe (661) 472-5287

Timeless 
Beauty 
Salon 

& Gifts
301 Central Ave, Suite A

Salon (661) 302-5738

NAIL TECHS: 
Sarahi (661) 865-4502
Paola (661) 873-3242
Dania (661) 817-5020

Se Habla Español
Walk-in welcome

We offer hair, nail 
and facial services!

From Page 1
keep kids and families involved with each other during the 
Stay At Home order.

Since Wasco is a tiger town, she thought stuffed tigers 
would be more fitting than teddy bears. Sharp then contact-
ed Tonia Cordova, who created a flyer to promote the event.

Sharp said Hailey Coyle of Wasco High Schoolgave her 
valuable feedback. Coyle told Sharp that they had already 
been planning a weeklong event called We Are Wasco and 
that the “Tiger Trek” would be a great addition. She then 
contacted the Orange Heart Foundation, Toys for Tigers 
and the Wasco High Associated Student Body, and the proj-
ect came to fruition.

Each day of the week has a different theme. Beginning 
on Monday, residents were encouraged to create chalk 
drawings on their sidewalks and driveways.

To view the tigers that have been captured, search for 
the hashtag #WeAreWascoTigerTrek2020 on Instagram. 
Residents and others are encouraged to still take pictures of 
tigers that are on display and post the pictures online. 

‘Tiger Trek’ gives
Wasco a lift

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

The Knights of Colum-
bus will be holding a blood 
donation drive in Wasco on 
Friday, April 17, in part-
nership with the Houchin 
Community Blood Bank. 
The goal is to help allevi-
ate shortages that have been 
suffered due to the corona-
virus.

During this pandemic, 
pressure has been put on 
the local and national blood 
supply. Donors are especial-
ly needed during this time, 
so Houchin Blood Bank is 
encouraging healthy donors 
to please come forward to 
participate.

They will be limiting the 
number of donors on each 
bus and implementing addi-

tional safety measures so it 
will be a safe way to donate 
and help our community at 
this time of need. 

Donors are encour-
aged to fill out a question-
naire before arriving at the 
location by going to the 
Houchin Blood Bank web-
site or by scanning the QR 
code located on the flyer 
advertising the drive. You 
can also visit HCBB.com to 
schedule an appointment. 

Donors must be free 
from cold, flu and all signs 
of infection; weigh at least 
110 pounds. and have a 
signed consent form if un-
der 16. All donors over the 
age of 16 must bring a pic-
ture ID and are recommend-

ed to have eaten a meal at 
least three hours prior to 
donating. Donors are also 
encouraged to drink plenty 
of water. 

The blood drive will run 
from 2 to 6 p.m. at 810 8th 
St. For more information, 
call HCBB at 661-323-
4222.

Area blood drive Friday
WASCO

A sheriff’s aide at the Lerdo Pre-
Trial Facility was arrested following 
an investigation of suspected contra-
band distribution. Thirteen inmates 
also face charges, the Kern County 
Sheriff’s Office reported.

Sheriff’s aide Erik Belmontes was 
arrested on suspicion of unauthorized 
communication with an inmate, bring-
ing a controlled drug into a jail, bring-
ing a cell phone into a jail, possession 
of a controlled drug for the purpose of 
sales, conspiracy to commit a felony 
and participation in a criminal street 

gang.
Belmontes was booked into the 

KCSO’s Central Receiving Facility 
with a bail of $110,000 and placed 
on administrative leave, pending dis-
ciplinary proceedings, the KCSO re-
ported.

Lerdo Pre-Trial Facility inmates 
Gary Pierson, 39, and Deshaun Nich-
olson, 30, are suspected to be co-con-
spirators and face the same charges. 
Both inmates were also found to be 

participants in a criminal street gang.
Eleven other inmates were arrested 

and charged with additional crimes 
committed in custody relating to sus-
picion of cell phones, illegal drugs 
and jail-made weapons, according to 
the KCSO.

The investigation began March 9 
after detention deputies found illegal 
contraband. Additional contraband 
was then discovered by narcotics units. 

The investigation is ongoing. Any-
one with information is urged to con-
tact the KCSO at 661-861-3110.

Sheriff’s aide arrested at Lerdo
SHAFTER

SHAFTER

A special meal
from Don Pepe’s

The crew at Don Pepe’s, including chef Miguel Alcaraz and manager Pedro Flores, 
worked last week to give back to the community.
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names were drawn for three prizes. Stacy 
Munoz won a $25 Subway gift card and 
Ruben Jimenez won a certificate for $40 
from the Generals Headquarters. They then 
drew Mary Echirebel’s name as the winner 
of a new bike.

“There were so many kids disappointed 
that we were not able to hold our annual 
Egg Hunt at the Recreation Department. 
So, we decided to make sure to give them 
a different way to celebrate,” Jimenez said.

“The children are already bummed be-
ing away from their friends with school be-
ing out for a couple of weeks already, and 
them not being able to go play with them 
or even visit. So, I thought that this would 
give them a chance have a little fun and do 
it safely.”

Cars started lining up before noon for 
the event, which was scheduled to begin at 
1 p.m. With the large number of vehicles 

already in place, Jimenez and crew started 
handing the eggs out and were out of eggs 
in less than an hour.

Jimenez and staff followed all of the 
safety protocols put in place by the county, 
with the crew wearing masks and gloves 
when handing the eggs out. 

Families had fun hunting the eggs at 
home, and several of the participants posted 
their hunts on the Recreation’s Instagram 
and Facebook. 

“I think this was such a great idea, and 
our kids had a blast. They were afraid this 
was going to be a boring Easter, but it turned 
out great,” said Laura Montez, whose two 
children, Andre and 

Jimenez said that he got the idea from 
the North of the River Recreation Depart-
ment, which held a similar egg hunt in two 
locations. He said the Shafter event turned 
out so well that they might think about 
holding another virtual hunt next year.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Towne & Country Liquor
2020-B1690

1209 Hwy 46
Wasco, CA 93280
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
PO Box 812
Wasco, CA 93280
Chahla Chahlah
15857 Cafaro Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Rami Shahla
608 Terrace Dr
Taft, CA 93268
Ramouna Chahlah
503 Shasta St
Taft, CA 93268
The business is conducted by: Gen-
eral Partnership
Date the business commenced: 
03/01/1993
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Chahla Chahlah
Date Statement Filed: 03/04/2020
Date Statement Expires: 03/04/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,

Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Roberts-Martin
Publish Wasco Tribune March 26 April 
2, 9, 16, 2020 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business
Name Statement

Air King
2020-B1692

622 High St
Delano, CA 93215
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
PO Box 696
Delano, CA 93216
Luis Gilberto Reyes
1409 Dover St
Delano, CA 93215
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
06/01/2019
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Luis Gilberto Reyes
Date Statement Filed: 03/05/2020
Date Statement Expires: 03/05/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk

By: /s/R Edmiaston
Publish Wasco Tribune March 26 April 
2, 9, 16, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Statement of Abandonment Of

Use of Fictitious Business Name
Air King

1409 Dover St
Delano, CA 93215
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
1409 Dover St
Delano, CA 93215
Luis Gilberto Reyes
1409 Dover St
Delano, CA 93215
I declare that all the information 
in this Statement is true and cor-
rect. (A registrant who declares as 
true information, which he or she 
knows to be false, is guilty of a 
crime.)
Business was conducted by: Indi-
vidual
/s/Luis Gilberto Reyes, Owner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2019-B3553
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
05/24/2019
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 03/05/2020
MARY B. BEDARD, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Edmiaston, Deputy
Publish Wasco Tribune  March 26 
April 2, 9, 16, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
Wasco Chevron

2020-B1685
2033 Hwy 46
Wasco, CA 93280
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
2033 Hwy 46
Wasco, CA 93280
Wasco Food and Gas
103 N 10th St
Taft, CA 93268
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Cor-
poration
Date the business commenced: 
03/01/2012
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Chahla Chahlah, President
Date Statement Filed: 03/04/2020
Date Statement Expires: 03/04/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Roberts-Martin
Publish Wasco Tribune March 26 April 
2, 9, 16, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Jug N Rose Liquor
2020-B1691

103 N 10th St
Taft, CA 93268
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
103 N 10th St
Taft, CA 93268
Chahla Chahlah
15857Cafaro Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
01/01/1990
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Chahla Chahlah
Date Statement Filed: 03/04/2020
Date Statement Expires: 03/04/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Roberts-Martin
Publish Wasco Tribune March 26 April 
2, 9, 16, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Quiktrip Food and Gas
2020-B1689

830 Center St
Taft, CA 93268
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
830 Center St
Taft, CA 93268
Quiktrip Food and Gas Corporation
830 Center St
Taft, CA 93268
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Cor-
poration
Date the business commenced: 
12/01/2014
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Chahla Chahlah, President
Date Statement Filed: 03/04/2020
Date Statement Expires: 03/04/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Roberts-Martin
Publish Wasco Tribune March 26 April 
2, 9, 16, 2020

Another way to hunt for eggs – at home
From Page 1

Phillip Jimenez gives out eggs to families to hunt at home.

Hannah Ramirez and the Easter Bunny go over the instructions for the Quarantine Egg Quest.
Ingrid Huerta said that her kids had a very peaceful 
Easter with awesome weather.

Virus continues its attack on towns
center, which is the recommendation of 
public health experts,” Anderson said.

Shafter has seen the majority of its 
stores and restaurants close or drastically 
reduce hours and services. A number of 

restaurants still are open for take-out orders 
only, or delivery for those who normally of-
fer that service.

Keeping shelves stocked has been a 
challenge, but one that some locations 
have good supplies, such as Apple Market 

in Shafter. The store has worked to keep the 
store stocked with essential items that have 
become scarce in many parts of the county.

The number of arrests and stops by the 
Police Department have remained steady, 
or slightly even increased. The Kern Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office is limiting responses to 
non-life-threatening emergencies in the ar-
eas they cover, including Wasco and But-
tonwillow. 

From Page 1

Video message: Follow the rules
JAMIE STEWART

The Shafter Press
The City of Shafter put out a promo-

tional video message Monday, urging the 
residents to abide by the state and local 
mandates to stay at home except to go out 
for essentials and observing social distanc-
ing recommendations.

“We cannot underestimate the destruc-
tion that this virus can cause and the need 
to do whatever we can to stop this disease 
in its tracks,” Mayor Gilbert Alvarado says 

in the video.
Councilmember Cathy Prout went on to 

say that the most important thing we can do 
as a city is to stay at home when all possi-
ble. “If we do need to go out for essentials, 
you need to keep at least six feet apart and 
wash your hands frequently. Also, use hand 
sanitizer on a regular basis.”

Each of the councilmembers made state-
ments that reemphasize that the city still is 
working for the city, with Michael James 
and the Public Works Department on the 
job and the Shafter Police Department out 
in full force.

The 3-minute video can be seen on the 
city’s web site, shafter.com, and its Face-
book page. City Project Manager Brittney 
Neal-Soberanis was responsible for the 
video. 

Evidence that the city has started tak-
ing heed of the recommendations came on 
Easter Sunday when the city’s parks, usu-
ally full of families celebrating the holiday, 
were empty. The parks throughout the city 
were closed to large gatherings, As the sun 
rose over the trees, the gazebo at Mannel 
Park, filled with worshipers and song in 

years past, was empty and still.
Those who have traveled in Shafter in 

the area of town by Apple Market and Rich-
land Junior High have encountered a detour 
that is in place while the city is repaving Tu-
lare Avenue, a job that is continuing during 
the pandemic. Beginning on April 12, Ryan 
Drive and Enns Road are closed at Tulare 
Avenue. Residences fronting Tulare Av-

enue have access to their homes via a one-
way closure. Residents in the area north of 
Tulare should exit their neighborhood at 
Santa Maria Avenue. The closure on Tulare 
is from Reiker Avenue to 3/8 mile west of 
Reiker. There is no specific end date for the 
project, but the James said city workers are 
making the road repairs as quickly and ef-
ficiently as possible..

The Gazebo at Mannel Park, usually full of worshipers on Easter Sunday, was empty for 
the first time in years as residents were discouraged from gathering in the city parks.

Mayor Gilbert Alvarado and the rest of 
the Shafter City Council put out a pro-
motional safety message.
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 2 AUTO/MOTORCYCLES
FOR SALE 2005 Chrysler 
300, $2,000. Clean tags, 
NON-OP. NEW parts, custom 
rims, etc. Needs work. Call 
661-340-1544.

Got an older car, boat or 
RV? Do the humane thing. 
Donate it to the Humane 
Society. Call 844-335-2616 
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 1-day va-
cation. Tax deductible, Free 
towing, All paperwork taken 
care of. Call 844-491-2884 
(Cal- SCAN)

 5    MISC. FOR SALE
OXYGEN -- Anytime. Any-
where! No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The all-new 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit:. 844-359-3976. (Cal-
SCAN)

Medical-Grade HEARING 
AIDS for LESS THAN $200! 
FDA-Registered. Crisp, clear 
sound, state of-the-art fea-
tures and no audiologist 
needed. Try it RISK FREE for 
45 days! Call 877-736-1242 
(Cal-SCAN)

 6      MISC WANTED
BE WARY OF out of area com-
panies. Check with the local 
Better Business Bureau be-
fore you send any money for 
fees or services. Read and 
understand any contracts 
before you sign. Shop around 
for rates.

 10       SERVICES

Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? 
NEW relief programs can re-
duce your payments. Learn 
your options. Good credit not 
necessary. Call the Helpline 
866-305-5862 (Mon.-Fri. 9 
a.m. -5 p.m. Eastern) (Cal 
–SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home? 
Call for a quote for profes-
sional cleanup & maintain the 
value of your home! Set an 
appointment today! Call 855-
401-7069 (Cal-SCAN)

A PLACE FOR MOM. The na-
tion’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no ob-
ligation. CALL 1-855-467-
6487. (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS has a story 
to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia 
Release – the only press 
release service operated by 
the press to get press! For 
more info contact Cecelia 
at 916-288-6011 or prme-
diarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc., Social Security 
Disability Attorneys! FREE 
evaluation. Local attorneys 
nationwide, 844-879-3267. 
Mail: 2420 N St. NW, Wash-
ington, D.C. Office: Broward 
Co., FL (TX/NM Bar) (Cal-
SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & 
Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top com-
panies! Call now! 888-989-
4807. (Cal-SCAN) 

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Co. for details. NOT just a 
discount plan, REAL cover-
age for 350 procedures. 855-
472-0035 or dental50plus.
com/canews Ad# 6118 (Cal-
SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW informa-
tion is power and content 
is king? Do you need timely 
access to public notices 
and remain relevant in to-
day’s hostile business cli-
mate? Gain the edge with 
California News Publishers 
Association’s new innova-
tive website capublicno-
tice.com and check out 
the FREE one-month trial 

Smart Search feature. For 
more information, call Ce-
celia at 916-288-6011 or 
capublicnotice.com (Cal-
SCAN)

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call National Debt Re-
lief 1-888-508-6305.(CAL-
SCAN)

 15  HOMES FOR RENT
4 BEDROOM house for rent in 
Wasco. Indoor laundry. $875 
rent + $875 deposit. 661-
204-1184. 

 17    REAL ESTATE
Wooded New Mexico high 

country getaway. 3-7 acre 
parcels with underground 
utilities surrounded by pub-
lic lands. Low down owner 
financing from $24,995 total. 
Hitching Post Land 1-575-
773-4200 (CalSCAN)

FOR SALE ...1130 Rose Ave
3 bdrms, 3 baths, office. TONS of cabinets, 
3100 sq ft. & more. Great for entertaining. 

Call for your appointment today.
$345,000

Jerome Preston
Realtor/CalBRE#01500105
661-342-6474

PRICE REDUCED
 17                         REAL ESTATE

Sherry Knapp
Loan Offi cer, DRE#01174802 • NMLS#242213

(661)758-3003
Cell: (661)303-9556
Fax: (661)758-3670
1001 7th Street, Suite E • Wasco, CA 93280
E-mail: knapp_she@yahoo.com

 17                         REAL ESTATE

Edwyna Lawrence, Realtor
CalBRE# 01291831

661-428-8882
edwyna@jordanlink.com
www.edwynalawrence.com

Build your dream home on 
this residential lot. $44,500
Newly remodeled 2bd, 
1 bath. $155,000
Gorgeous 5bd, 3 bath, 
3 car garage. $364,950

HOMES FOR SALE

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL A HOME IN 2020? 

Take the first step and call today!

 17                         REAL ESTATE

Melissa Martinez

Prestige Properties/ Miramar International
1518 Mill Rock Way Bakers� eld, CA 93311

Cell (661)910-6515 • Lic.#02096564
Melissamartinez0418@gmail.com

Melissa.searchbakersfieldareahomes.com

Find Homes in Bakers� eld Area

 17                         REAL ESTATE

W Williamson Real Estate
Sales & Management

Donnie Williamson
Broker      DRE #01758815

533 James Street, Shafter, CA 93263

Office (661) 746-2121
Fax (661) 746-5382

realestatestoredon@hotmail.com
Cell (661) 345-4834

“Solid Security think Williamson Real Estate’’

Professional service for all 
your real estate needs

 17                         REAL ESTATE

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
2 units of 2500 sq ft each of rentable 

space and 15 storage units. 
All for $225,000.

Red Wagon Restaurant is for sale 50+ 
years plus as a restaurant in shafter. 

Can be a great Family run restaurant. 
Land + Business for sale $275,000

For Rent: 3 bd, 2 bath home with 2 car 
garage, extra large kitchen $1600 rent, 
$2000 deposit. Walk to Shafter High.

Sara Merlo, Realtor
661-717-1495

myrealtorsaramerlo@gmail.com
CALL SARA FOR EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

Mickie Harvey
Associate Broker • Certified Property

Manager Specialist

Jim Graddy, Broker   Lic#00366083

746-1010

DRE01813239

We are locally owned 
& operated

If you are ready to sell or buy 
give us a call today!

GRADDY
& COMPANY
REAL ESTATE

MLS Service | DRE 00366083
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6770 North West Ave.
Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93711
(559) 432-0681

Central California Directories

PROOF SHEET

Directory:

Date:
Ad Size:

Client:
Ad #: SFW19.04509b.eps

Wise Real Estate

DQCW
02/27/19

Real EstateShafter Wasco 2019

Is Phone Number Correct?
Is Address Correct?

Yes ___  No ___
Yes ___  No ___

___  Ad OK as is
___  Ad OK after indicated changes

Approved

Signature Date

Classification:

Please Return This Proof Within 3 Days
Central California Directories will not be held responsible for proof corrections after 3 days or incorrect information
approved by the customer. Failure to return Advertising Proof within 3 days will indicate approval of all ad copy.

Please fax signed proof to:
FAX (559) 432-9821

Residential • Commercial
Farm Land

Domino Castro
Broker

Lic # 01456828
760 East Lerdo Hwy. • Shafter, CA 93263

WISE REAL ESTATE

OFFICE: 661-746-3341

Mario Nuñez
Realtor

Lic # 02077489
Cell 661-472-7746

CELL: 661-428-9658

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Serving Shafter, Wasco & Kern County

3 Acres of land on Bussell & Coronado St., Frito Lay Area
Asking Price $149,900

1530 Lupine Ct - Wasco - Asking Price $217,000 

314 Lopez Ct- Shafter - Asking Price $275,999

399 Cotton Ave- Buttonwillow - Asking Price $155,000

146 Front St.- Buttonwillow - Asking Price $120,000

Office: 661-746-3341 • Cell: 661-428-9658
760 East Lerdo Hwy • Shafter, CA 93263

SHAFTER & WASCO

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Domingo Castro, Broker - Lic.#01456828
Mario Nunez Saavedra, Agent DRE - Lic.#02077489

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 661-292-5100 
TO ADVERTISE

Martinez
Home Repair &

Remodeling
Drywall, Electrical, Roofing, 

Framing & Painting
Miguel 661.340.5888

LONE STAR
PLUMBING
– Certified Plumber –

661-573-1049
• Repairs • Remodels • Systems

Lic#1046399

Elegant Landscape 
& Maintenance

Sprinkler installation,
repair, clean-ups,

sod & maintenance
Spanish/English

(661) 746-0243

JOEY’S INTERIOR 
& EXTERIOR

HANDYMAN SERVICE
661-444-1330

Electrical, Remodeling
Plumbing, All flooring

Dumphauling & 
much more!!

HOW TO 
ORDER YOUR 
CLASSIFIED

 IN PERSON
 O ur Offices  at 

406 Central Ave., Shafter . 
Open 8:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m. 

BY  M AIL
 Ma il your ad, or prepay-

ment to our office: 
Shafter Press, P.O. Box  
789, Shafter, CA 93263, 

 661-292-5100

BY FAX
Fax your ad to 

661-292-5077.

ONLINE
Send an email to clas-

sified@theshafterpress.
com or classified@

wascotrib.com

HOW  T O A DVERTISE
 E FFECTIVELY AND
 E CONOMICALLY

  Our  s ales representa-
tives are pleased to help 
you compose the most 
effective ad at a mini-
mum cost. Here are two 
key points to remember 
about your ads:
  1 .  If it’s an item you’re 
selling, remember to 
include as much infor-
mation as possible The 
more potential buyers 
know about the item you 
have for sale ,  the more 
interest they have in 
calling you.
  2 .  Our reputation for 
Classified Advertising 
results is excellent. But 
not every potential buyer 
will read your ad on the 
same day. The majority 
of our private party ad-
vertisers take advantage 
of our discount rates. 
This simply means that 
you order your ad for  
two  consecutive issues, 
but should you get the 
results you desire before 
the ad has expired, you 
may call and cancel the 
ad and be refunded for 
the days the ad did not 
appear. Except for GR  - - 
no refunds or changes 
accepted.

 THE SHAFTER PRESS 

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
Will’s Trucking
2020- B1669

615 Kern St Apt 10
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
615 Kern St Apt 10
Shafter, CA 93263
Wilfredo Cordova
615 Kern St Apt 10
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Individual
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Wilfredo Cordova
Date Statement Filed: 03/04/2020
Date Statement Expires: 03/04/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk

By: /s/R Edmiaston
Publish Shafter Press March 26, April 
2, 9, 16, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
The Chef’s Knife

2020-B1868
620 Hofman Dr.
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
620 Hofman Dr.
Shafter, CA 93263
Jonathan Marklane Rhodes
620 Hofman Dr.
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)

/s/Jonathan Marklane Rhodes
Date Statement Filed: 03/11/2020
Date Statement Expires: 03/11/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press April 9, 16, 23, 
30, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Paul’s Typesetting & Graphic Design
2020-B2059

742 Pine Cone Street
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
620 Hofman Dr.
742 Pine Cone Street
Shafter, CA 93263
Phillip Paul Arenas
742 Pine Cone Street
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Individual
Date the business commenced: 01-
10-2001
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-

ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Phillip Paul Arenas
Date Statement Filed: 03/25/2020
Date Statement Expires: 03/25/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Edmiaston
Publish Shafter Press April 9, 16, 23, 
30, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF SHAFTER

 NOTICE OF ORDINANCE SUMMARY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
April 7, 2020, the Shafter City Council 
adopted Ordinance No. 716.  The fol-
lowing is the official summary of the 
adopted ordinance:   
Summary of Ordinance No. 716:  
An Ordinance of the City Council of 
the City of Shafter Adopting the Ad-
dendum to the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration adopted for General Plan 
Amendment No. 16-28 and Zone 

Change No. 16-63 and adopting the 
Amended and Restated Development 
Agreement No. 18-16 as set forth in 
Exhibit “1” of this Ordinance.
A printed certified copy of Ordinance 
No. 716 is available for inspection by 
any person at the office of the Shafter 
City Clerk, City Hall, 336 Pacific Ave-
nue, Shafter, California.  The ordinance 
was passed by the City Council on 
April 7, 2020, with the following vote:
AYES: Alvarado, Givens, and Prout.
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAINING:  Garcia and Lopez.
Dated: April 9, 2020
Yazmina Pallares, City Clerk
Publish Shafter Press April 16, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHAFTER CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
April 21, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., in the 
Council Chambers of Shafter City 
Hall, 336 Pacific Avenue, Shafter, Cal-
ifornia, the Shafter City Council will 
conduct a public hearing to consider 
adopting a proposed resolution revis-
ing the user and regulatory fees and 

rates for various City services.
Said hearing is open to the public and 
all persons interested are invited to at-
tend and be heard.  Project documents 
are on file and available for public re-
view in the office of the City Clerk at 
City Hall, 336 Pacific Avenue, Shafter, 
California.  Any person wishing to be 
heard, or wishing to present evidence 
either for or against the approval of 
said fees, is hereby notified and di-
rected to either appear at the time and 
place aforesaid or send written com-
ments to the City Council via Sylvia 
Granillo, Finance Accounting Manager 
((661) 746-5001) at City Hall, 336 Pa-
cific Avenue, Shafter, California 93263 
or by e-mail at sgranillo@shafter.com.  
Should anyone challenge any pro-
posed action which is the subject of 
a public hearing listed in this notice or 
otherwise, that person may be limited 
to raising those issues addressed at 
the public hearing, or in written corre-
spondence delivered to the City Coun-
cil at or prior to this public hearing.  
Dated: April 13, 2020
Yazmina Pallares
City Clerk
Publish Shafter Press April 16, 2020

HELP STOP 
CORONAVIRUS

1 HANDS Wash them often

2 ELBOW Cough into it

3 FACE Don’t touch it

4 FEET Stay more than 3ft apart

5 FEEL sick? Stay home

From the World Health Organization.Your hometown newspapers.

Support your local paper.
Read it.

Subscribe by calling Erica Soriano at 661-292-
5100. In your mailbox every week, it’s only $49 a 

year. Or pick up a free copy at drops all over town.

Contribute to it.
Call Editor Jamie Stewart with news tips at 

jstewart@TheShafterPress.com or 661-292-5100. 
Call or e-mail Erica Soriano with calendar items at 
esoriano@TheShafterPress.com or 661-292-5100.

Advertise in it.
Reach Wasco people to sell your products or 

services fast! Contact Kathy Smithee today to find 
out what’s best for you. She’s at 661-661-5100 or 

ksmithee@TheShafterPress.com
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FREE!

Hi, neighbor! 
Drop by anytime.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO

Trenea Smart 
2720 Calloway Dr
Bakersfield
661-431-1780

A� er 59 years in business serving 

the Sha� er-Wasco community, 

Fabrie Jewelers will be closing 

the doors for retirement.

Great selection of � ne 
jewelry including 

beautiful estate pieces

Everything Must Go!

STORE CLOSING SALE

Fabrie Jewelers
 307 Central Ave, Shafter  |  661-746-2501  |  M-F 10am-5pm 307 Central Ave, Shafter  |  661-746-2501 | M-F 10am-5pm 

70% 
OFF!

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

A contingent from Walmart got a tour 

of the Minter Field Air Museum last week, 

continuing their education on the area prior 

to joining the new distribution center open-

ing here later this year.

On Jan. 15, the group met Ronald PIerce 

at the museum and was led on an informa-

tional tour that lasted about 90 minutes. 

According to Pierce, the group consisted of 

15 Walmart employees from throughout the 

state of California who will be relocating 

to Shafter when the Walmart Distribution 

Center opens in the Wonderful .

Randel Cola, operations manager for 

Walmart, said that the group had visited the 

Kern County Museum and was interested 

in visiting the museums here in Shafter. 

“We wanted to see what Shafter has to of-

fer, and we really enjoyed ourselves. We 

also visited the Shafter Depot Museum and 

are planning on touring the Green Hotel.”

Walmart group tours

Minter museum

See WALMART Page 3

The group took a tour of the museum for about 90 minutes, learning of its history.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

City residents voiced concerns about the hiring process 

for a new city manager at a special meeting of the City 

Council Tuesday morning – then the council went into 

closed session to interview seven candidates for the job.

The day began at 7:30 a.m. with the special council 

meeting at City Hall. Residents were given a chance to 

voice any concerns they may have had. It was then on to 

Closed Session where the Council interviewed seven can-

didates for the position of City Manager.

During the Public Comment portion of the meeting, 

local resident and former City Council member Woody 

Colvard asked the council what the process was going to 

Council interviews 7 for CM
Residents raise 

concerns on process

City Attorney Marco Martinez answers concerns brought up by the residents of Shafter.
See COUNCIL Page 3

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Shafter will be celebrating its annual 

Colours Festival Feb. 20-23 with a variety 

of events to showcase talent in the commu-

nity.

The festival will kick off with the an-

nual Spaghetti Dinner put on by the Shafter 

Community Chest. The event includes a 

full spaghetti dinner and entertainment 

throughout the evening. Takeout meals will 

also be available.

Also opening on Thursday night are 

the Silent Movies. The movies will feature 

Charlie Chaplin in A Night in the Show and 

Buster Keaton in Sherlock Jr.  The movies 

will be accompanied by professional organ-

ist Bill Campbell.
Larry Starrh will debut 

his new play The Big Secret 

on Thursday night, the first 

of four consecutive nights. 

The play will be performed 

at the Ford Theater at 7:30 

p.m. each night except Sun-

day, which will begin at 2 

p.m. The production was 

written by Starrh and will 

be directed by Brent Starrh.

Featuring a cast of local 

players, the play deals with 

a poor farmer who takes on 

the weather, the rigors of 

farming life and raising a daughter. He tries 

to balance work and family, and decides to 

embark on a secret project with a local far-

rier. The show is full of toe-tapping music 

and will pull at your heart strings, as well as 

Launch of Colours
Festival approaches

Stephen Penner and the Shafter Symphony will take 

you on a cinematic journey.

Mayor Gilbert Alvarado delivered the State of the City Address at last year’s banquet.

See COLOURS Page 3

Locals to be honored

at Chamber awards
JAMIE STEWART

The Shafter Press

The Shafter Chamber of Commerce 

will be holding their annual Awards 

Banquet and State of the City Address 

on Thursday night, Jan. 23, beginning at 

5:30 p.m. at Shafter’s Ford Theater.

The evening will begin with a social 

and h’ors deuvres hour, followed by a 

dinner at 6:30 p.m., with the awards pre-

sentation to follow.

Honorees this year include The Cin-

co de Mayo Festival, which won the Arts 

Group Award, Basham & Lara Funeral 

Care, for the Commercial Remodel 

Award, and Rosa Romero, for the Edu-

cation Award.
See CHAMBER Page 3
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TONI DEROSAWasco TribuneAn emergency special meeting was called for Tuesday 
evening at City Hall to discuss the city’s response to the 
coronavirus pandemic.It was with a somber mood that City Manager Dan-
iel Ortiz-Hernandez presented a resolution to outline the 
changes that will affect the city due to the coronavirus.

He mentioned that Dial a Ride will suspend service. “I 
expect a lot of phone calls regarding this service suspen-
sion,” he said.

A sign outside the door of council chambers asked that 
all attendees sit at least six feet apart.Ortiz-Hernandez presented two phases of the plan to at-
tendee. Phase I began Wednesday, March 18, where there 
will be limited exposure to the public while the city pre-
pares for a more significant measure to take place in the future. 

Customer ser-vice counters will not be in operation; however, employ-ees can be reached by email or tele-phone. “Email is the best way to get a hold of anyone at the city,” Ortiz-Hernandez said. The number to call is 661-758-7214, and 
the operator will direct the person to whoever they wish to 
speak with.

The city will extend the due date for utility bills until 
March 30. The city council also unanimously agreed to sus-
pend fees and shut-offs during this time.    In addition, code enforcement and building inspections 
will be limited. 

There also will be staff changes beginning Monday, 
March 23, where city operations will be Monday through 
Thursday and nonessential staff will split shifts, such as 
Monday/Tuesday and Wednesday/Thursday.He also said that city employees placed on administra-
tive leave will continue to receive their full paychecks. 

EMERGENCY IN CITY
Dial a Ride
1st virus victim

TONI DEROSAWasco TribuneA graduate of Wasco High School was home from back east for an internship with local veterinarian.
Miranda Medrano, a 2016 graduate of WHS, is in her last year of grad school obtain-ing her masters and PhD at Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine at Virginia Tech and was fortunate to land an internship with local Veterinarian Dr. Brian Edick.“Mom is a second-grade teacher, and education was always a big part of my life.” 

Medrano said.
Due to the coronavirus situation, Me-drano has been called back to school for a two-week quarantine period.“I enjoyed my time there,” Medrano said. “It was a dose of reality, though, hav-ing come from the university where every-thing was stringent – having all the special-ty services in one place and everything you could possibly want or need.”She added that she was able to help se-date and do some teeth scaling. “I helped 

WHS grad comes hometo intern with vet

Intern Miranda Medrone with Veterinarian Dr. Brian Edick and Andy.

TONI DEROSAWasco TribuneDespite the onslaught of news about the coronavirus COVID-19, there are still ques-tions to be answered.There is terminology that has become familiar such as pandemic, epidemic, isola-tion and quarantine.Pandemic means the virus has been found in countries and continents worldwide, while an epidemic as a rise in the number of cases of a disease above what is normally expected in a geographical area, according to the Cen-ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

A virus becomes an epidemic when there are more cases showing up than “nor-mal” in a population.Isolation is used to separate an ill person with a communicable disease from those who are healthy. Hospitals restrict visitors and employ isolation for patients with com-municable diseases.On the other hand, quarantine is used to separate those who are well but may have been exposed to a communicable disease. They are separated to see if they will be-come infected. 
The virus has affected people in many 

ways. California State University, Bakers-field student and substitute teacher Orqui-dea Ocampo,  a Wasco community leader, said, “It has affected me as a student be-cause I have to complete student teaching hours. If they don’t reopen in April, my se-mester will be rolled over to the fall semes-ter, which means it will take me longer to finish the credential program.” Ocampo said that she will miss her stu-dents.
The City Council held a special meeting Tuesday and, instead of the regular agenda, the city discussed emergency preparedness 

for the COVID-19 situation.Wasco High School Superintendent Lori Albrecht emailed a notice to all staff in-forming them of closure effective Wednes-day, March 18. School will resume  no ear-lier than April 14.
Staff attended a meeting on Monday to answer questions and discuss how the school can continue to provide services to students.

“This is a worldwide concern that we should all take with serious caution,” said Palm Avenue Principal Oscar Luna.

Learning about the virus, what you can do

See WHAT Page 3

See EMERGENCY Page 5

See WHS Page 6

TONI DEROSAWasco TribuneWalmart was the store that carried everything a 
consumer could need or want; however, times have 
changed, for now.

Walmart has been the go-to store for many house-
holds; however, that isn’t the case today. The shelves are 
not a neat and orderly as they once were because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.A Walmart employee who asked not to be identi-

For employees, it’s business as usual keeping the store clean.Food stripped from shelvesFears lead manyto stock up

See WALMART Page 5
Maria Hernandez from Lost Hills tried to do some 
shopping. 

The city will extend the due date for utility bills until March 30, as well as and will suspend fees and shut-offs. 
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ksmithee@WascoTrib.com.



The united effort between the commu-
nity and county officials to bend the curve 
and combat COVID-19 continues to make 
substantial progress. The Board of Supervi-
sors, public health officials, and key county 
agencies are working around the clock to 
ensure the Kern County’s Emergency Op-
erations Center functions at full capacity 
and that key stakeholders are updated on 
the county’s emergency preparedness. 

The EOC is tasked with ensuring local 
hospitals are preparing for possible surges 
in patients. Due to the resilience and com-
munity engagement displayed by the peo-
ple of the county to overcome this hurdle, I 
am confident we will persevere through this 
pandemic. 

To fight this invisible enemy, we must 
stay home, practice social distancing, and 
assist our most vulnerable residents in fol-
lowing the guidelines implemented by the 
California Public Health Department and 
Center for Disease Control. Please stay at 
home unless you are going to the store for 

essential items, remain 6 feet apart from 
people while in public to promote social dis-
tancing, and consistently wash your hands. 
The Kern County Public Health Department 
enforces these guidelines at a local level 
and ensures 
nonessent ia l 
businesses are 
closed and 
abiding by 
Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s Ex-
ecutive Order 
N-33-20.

Last week, 
I discussed ac-
tions nonprofit 
organizations 
and churches are taking to ensure the com-
munity receives food and other necessary 
supplies to assist during this time. Commu-
nity Action Partnership of Kern Food Bank 
supplies over 150 food pantries and distri-
bution sites, including many in District 4, 

such as the Wasco Griffith Baptist Church, 
the McFarland Resource Center and Delano 
Memorial Park. 

In addition, First Assembly Church of 
God in Delano and the Arvin Hispanic 

Chamber of 
C o m m e r c e , 
in partnership 
with Arvin 
City Council 
Member Olivia 
Trujillo, are or-
ganizing food 
banks to assist 
the community 
avoid food in-
security. Call 
2-1-1 or check 

the website (211kerncounty.org) for a list of 
food pantries and food distribution events 
in various communities throughout the dis-
trict

Food banks continue to update informa-
tion regarding hours of operation. The fol-

lowing is a list of CAPK food pantries in 
District 4: 

 Buttonwillow Parks and Recreation 
District, 131 1st St., third Friday of the 
month, 12-2 p.m.

 Lost Hills Park and Recreation Build-
ing, Highway 46 at Los Hills Boulevard, 
third Friday the month, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

 Shafter CAPK, Shafter Youth Center, 
455 Euclid Ave., fourth Thursday of the 
month, 11 a.m.-noon.

 Wasco Recreation and Parks District, 
1280 Poplar Ave., fourth Thursday of the 
month, 10 a.m.-noon

If you have any questions, our office 
is working through this crisis, and we can 
help you get your business with the county 
moving forward. Just call us at 661-868-
3680 or email us at district4@kerncounty.
com. By working together, we will beat this 
virus and resume our lives. Be safe.

David Couch is a county supervisor in 
District 4, representing the Shafter-Wasco 
area.
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1102 Highway 46, Wasco
661-758-8376

1225 High St, Delano
661-474-2500

Two locations to serve you. 
We are your hometown car dealer.

WE ARE STANDING WITH THE COMMUNITIES OF 
SHAFTER & WASCO DURING THIS TRYING TIME.

www.wascofamily.com

Mon-Sat 9am-7pm  •  Sunday 9am-3pm

2017 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited 
$32,995    Stock #598827

2018 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab 
$29,995     Stock #225751

2015 Dodge  Ram 3500 Crew Cab
$31,995     Stock #677382

2016 Land Rover
$28,999     Stock #119059

2015 GMC Yukon
$31,499     Stock #705203

2017 GMC Acadia
$28,885     Stock #134080

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

661-459-6392

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

COUCH’S CORNER  |  DAVID COUCH

OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES

Food banks help to fight hunger

David Couch

To fight this invisible 
enemy, we must 

stay home, practice 
social distancing, 

and assist our most 
vulnerable residents

Marjorie Ann Smith
Oct 4, 1925 – 
April 2, 2020

Marjorie Ann Smith, 
94, was born on Oct. 4, 
1925 and was called home 
by Our Heavenly Father on 
April 2, 2020. She is sur-
vived by her sons Don of 
Las Vegas

and Wayne (Kathie) 
of Shafter. grandchil-
dren Brent (Debbie), Erik 
(Kate),

Brandie (Damien), 
Christopher (Joy), and 
Johnathon; also nine great 
grandchildren and sister 
Joy Logan.

Her family and friends 
were the joy of her life. 
They, in turn, felt blessed 
to have shared this love. 
Marge was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
67 years, Nathan Vern; and 
siblings Helen, Ruby, Paul 
and Tom.

Marjorie’s early years 
was spent in the Maricopa/
Casa Grande, Arizona, area.

Her father as an Arizona 
pioneer -- he owned the 
motel, grocery store and 
lumber yard in Maricopa 
after 1898. Graduating 
from North High School in 

1942, she joined her older 
brother, Paul, in Wash-
ington D.C. where he was 
working as a Senate page 
for Sen. Earnest McFar-
land. After passing security 
and service exams,  Marge 
worked for U.S. Attorney 
General Francis Biddle. 

Marge returned to the 
Phoenix area in 1943 and 
enrolled in Phoenix Col-
lege as a business major. 
Marge met Vern in the sum-
mer of 1943 while work-
ing at Luke Field. Vern and 
his squadron were training 
Chinese cadets to fly AT-6 
and P40s. At that time, she 
worked closely with future 
Arizona Gov. Rose Perica, 
later Mofford, for the Ari-
zona Tax Commission and 
Arizona Highways.

Marge and Vern were 
married on May 27,1945. 
In 1952, studies were re-
sumed and was graduated 
from Arizona State Uni-
versity in 1955 with a de-
gree in education. In 1956 
Marge, Vern and the family 
moved to Shafter for Vern’s 
work. Marge taught  4th 
grade at Richland Elemen-
tary School from 1956 to 
1964.

Upon returning to the 
Phoenix area, she took a job 
with the Madison School 
District. She first taught 
for a number of years, then 
became principal. Retiring 
in 1987, Marge continued 
within the Madison District 
as a consultant for another 
13 years, serving as interim 
superintendent and admin-
istrator of federal programs.

Also serving five years 
with ASU-West supervis-
ing student teachers, she 
was appointed by Gov. 
Rose Mofford to a term on 
the Arizona Juvenile Jus-
tice Commission. Marge 
was a member of the Tempe 
Women’s Club.

A Celebration of Life 
will be planned for a future 
date.

Maudie Handel
June 16, 1935 – 
March 5, 2020

On March 5, 2020, 
Maudie (Crabb) Handel 
passed away peacefully 
at the age of 84.  She was 
surrounded by her children 
when she passed in her 
home in Cambria.

Born June 16, 1935, in 
Hollis, Okla., to Clifford 
and Vi Crabb. Maudie and 
her family moved to Cali-
fornia in 1940. They ulti-
mately settled in Shafter, 
where she became an inte-
gral part of the community 
and raised her loving fam-
ily. 

After raising her family, 
Maudie explored her inter-
est in politics and began 
working for the Republican 
Party, where she was a part 
of campaigns for a Califor-
nia senator and a California 
assemblyman.  After work-
ing in politics, Maudie be-
gan to explore here passion 
for healthcare by working 
for Kaiser Permanente as a 
Senior Advantage adviser, 
working to provide health-

care options for senior citi-
zens.

Maudie was an ardent 
supporter of her family and 
friends, and enjoyed spend-
ing as much time as she 
could with them. She fre-
quented all of her grand-
children’s sporting events, 
traveled extensively with 
her daughters and enjoyed 
hosting holiday gatherings 
with all of her family.

She was equally pas-
sionate about spending 
time with her friends. She 
loved to host and socialize 
at parties and could always 
be found engaging in a 
lighthearted and fun con-
versation with her friends. 
Her other passions includ-
ed wine tasting, reading 
and suiting up to cheer on 
her beloved UCLA Bruins 
in all their sporting events. 
Family and friends can re-
call that her Bruin cheers 
could be heard by all her 
neighbors and all can re-
call how unfair the referees 
were.

Maudie was preceded 
in death by her parents and 

her three brothers, James 
Crabb, Carroll Crabb and 
W.R. Crabb.

She is survived by 
her children, Kim Coo-
per (Rick), Bruce Handel 
(Joan) and Amy Handel; 
grandchildren Garrett Coo-
per, Kyle Cooper (Lana), 
Christopher Handel and 
Lindsee Handel; and one 
great grandchild, Madelynn 
Cooper.

Maudie was treasured 
and beloved by all, and we 
will always carry her in our 
hearts. A graveside service 
in memory of Maudie will 
be held on June 20 at 10 
a.m. at Shafter Memorial 
Park.

Roy Densel Scroggins,  Jr.
Sept. 30, 1939 -- 
April 07, 2020

Roy Scroggins was born 
Sept. 30, 1939, in Casa, Ark. 
to Roy and Letha (McCourt) 
Scroggins. He passed away 
peacefuly on April 7,  2020, 
in Bakersfield. 

He is survived by his 

sister,  Rachael Reynolds, 
of Wasco, and his  cousin 
and caregiver, Ruby Hick-
man on Buttonwillow. Roy 
is also survived by many 
loving  cousins. He was pre-
ceded in death by his loving 
wife, Lois.

The family would like 
to thank The Rose Garden 

Care Center tor the loving  
and compassionate care 
they gave Roy, and a special 
thank you to his  hospice 
nurse, Josephine Granat.

Visitation was held April 
1 at Peters Funeral Home, 
Shafter; a graveside service 
followed at Shafter Memo-
rial Park.

Martin Roque Jr., 87, of Shafter, passed away April 11 
in Shafter. Peters Funeral Home, Shafter.

Thomas Wayne Brown, 68, of Bakersfield, passed 
away April 11 in Bakersfield. Peters Funeral Home, 
Shafter.

Eliodora Espinoza, 85, of Shafter, passed away April 
10 in Shafter. Basham & Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.
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