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With many 
businesses closed 
or offering reduced 
services, the challenge 
of raising funds for local 
clubs and organizations 
has been daunting. 
There can be no events 
with large gatherings or 
events that do not follow 
the safety guidelines put 
forth by the governor 
and Kern County.

But Shafter and its 
non-profit organizations 
are finding creative 
solutions to today’s 
challenges. For example, 
the Shafter Kiwanis 
Club, continuing a 
tradition that has been 
going for decades, is 
holding its annual Pancake Breakfast on 
Saturday, Sept. 12, from 6:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
at the Shafter Mennonite Brethren Church. 
The event is take-out only.

Other clubs in town are contemplating 
how to raise funds for the causes they 
contribute to throughout the year. According 
to Rotarian Cathy Prout, the Shafter Rotary 
Club is deciding which fundraising events 
they will be able to hold. The club holds a 
popular Reverse Drawing every year, but 
this year the event, if held, will probably 
have a very different look.

Prout said the Rotary is considering 
having the event be virtual. It may mean 
lowering the prices of the Reverse Drawing 
and holding the actual dinner that comes 

with the event at a later date.
Other clubs and organizations are still 

holding car washes, which is usually a sure-
fire way to raise funds.

The coronavirus has restricted what the 
clubs can do to help the community as well. 
The Rotary Club usually holds an event 
every year at which the elementary schools 
are presented with new dictionaries. But 
according to Prout, this is not yet on the 
calendar, as the club keeps an eye on the 
governor’s announcements and the county 
guidelines.

“We usually have an assembly, handing 
out the dictionaries to the different classes, 
but this year that is not possible,” said 
Prout.

TONI DeROSA
The Wasco Tribune

In spite of the covid-19 
business closures, several 
local businesses have man-
aged to stay open despite 
the decrease in customers 
and loss of income.

Some local businesses 
have even been able to ex-
pand

Wasco’s Delicias Sina-
loenses Ice Cream Shop, at 

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The city of Shafter has 
begun a campaign encour-
aging residents to wear a 
mask in public, aiming to 
slow the spread of the coro-
navirus. Digital signs have 

been placed at different 
points of Lerdo and Central 
Valley highways.

Several residents are 
still concerned that not 
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So far, the local schools 
are pleased with the newly 

c r e a t e d 
distance 

learning being delivered to 
the students, and they are 
very pleased with the re-
sponses by students engag-
ing in the new system of 
attending school.

Updates at the following 
sites have been collected:

KARL F. CLEMENS 
ELEMENTARY (PK/K-5)

Principal Sam Torres
Torres admitted he had a 

lot of concerns about the be-
ginning of school once the 
state was mandated to dis-
tance learning after opening 
up for a couple of weeks. 

“We were going to have 
a rotation schedule in all the 
schools,” Torres said. “We 

had provided teacher train-
ing and professional devel-
opment services by Zoom..”

Torres said district staff 

was worried about student 
safety and students getting 
exposed to the coronavirus. 
He added that the district 

purchased several hotspots 
for families with no internet 
service. “Hotspots need a 
cell phone device and  the 

district has a good handle 
on that,” he said.

PALM AVENUE MID-
DLE SCHOOL (6-8)

Principal Oscar Luna
Luna said the first week 

of school was great. “We 

WUESD successful at distance learning

Independence High staff: L—R: Angie Benavides, Monica Adams, Mayra Medina, Jaira Rodriguez, Angie Wedel, Mike Rolwand, Vianney 
Gonzalez, Rusvel Prado, Marlene Matson, Victor Castro, violeta Okolonwamu, Bernardo Palacios and Carlos Barrraza.

See WUESD Page 5

See SHAFTER Page 7 See DESPITE Page 8

Sign of the time: Wear a mask
Who’s responsible
to ensure compliance?

Some businesses 
thrive during pandemic

Shafter is encouraging residents to wear masks.

Shafter keeping up 
with fundraising events

The Shafter Kiwanis Club will be holding its annual 
Pancake Breakfast on Sept. 12.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Richland School Dis-
trict students are getting 
acclimated to their new 
reality, which includes 
raising their hand in class 
with the click of a but-
ton, and only being able 
to see their friends from 
a picture on their screen. 
With the governor’s rul-
ing making it necessary 
for all schools on the 
watch list to operate vir-
tually, challenges abound 
but are being handled by 
a dedicated teaching staff 
and administration.

Superintendent Rosa 
Romero, who was recent-
ly appointed permanently 
to the post, said this was 
not her first choice for 
starting the school year, 
but the current curricu-
lum and programs are the 
next best thing to having 
in-person classes.

“Nothing can take 
the place of in-person 
instruction, but we are 
doing a wonderful job in 
giving our kids the best 
education possible, given 
this situation,” she said.

Sixth-grader Valenti-
na Valencia was logging 

on to her class on Tues-
day morning, awaiting 
the flag salute, roll call, 
and then going over the 
day’s assignments. Valen-
tina’s mother, Yanira Va-
lencia, said the program 
is easy to understand and 
gives the kids a chance to 
get their work done with 
plenty of help from the 
teacher.

Valencia, who is a 
single mother raising two 
school-age children, had 
just come home from 

Students are coping
as they learn virtually

Valentina Valencia works on a virtual assignment.

See STUDENTS Page 5
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As reported by the Shafter Po-
lice Department

Aug. 23
Rogelio Barajas, 32, of 

Shafter, was arrested for 
disorderly conduct: alcohol.

Edwin Hernandez, 21, 
of Shafter, was arrested on 
an outside agency warrant 

Aug. 22
Jose Reyes Soto, 37, 

of Shafter, was arrested 
for burglary in the first de-
gree, burglary in the state of 
emergency and obstruction 
of a public officer.

Michael Shaye Rob-
erts, 59, of Shafter, was 
arrested for driving with a 
suspended license and on 
an outside agency warrant.

Aug.  21
Jose A Colli Tzuc, 137, 

of Shafter, was arrested for 
disorderly conduct: alcohol.

Kailin Robert Beck-
emeyer, 22, of Shafter, was 
arrested for disorderly con-
duct: alcohol and on a mis-
demeanor bench warrant.

Aug. 20
Jesus Lopez Pimentel, 

35, of Shafter, was arrested 
for battery.

Aug. 19
Oluwakayode Ajayi, 

21, of Shafter, was arrested 
for grand theft and conspir-
acy to commit a crime.

Frank Martin, 22, of 
Shafter, was arrested for 
conspiracy to commit a 
crime, burglary: second de-
gree, and grand theft.

Addison Tamura, 22, 
of Shafter, was arrested 
for grand theft, conspiracy 
to commit to a crime and 
evading police.

Aug. 18
Carlos DeLeon, 41 of 

Shafter, was arrested on a  
misdemeanor bench war-
rant.

Aug 17
Virginia Mendoza, 67, 

of Shafter, was arrested for 
disorderly conduct: under 
the influence of a drug.

Sierra Reina, 24, of 
Shafter, was arrested on a 
felony bench warrant and a 
misdemeanor bench warrant.

Maria Guadalupe Tor-
res, 31, of Shafter, was ar-
rested for child cruelty and 
battery.

BUTTONWILLOW
Aug. 18

Sylvia Suzanne San-
chez, 41, of Bakersfield, 
was arrested in the 20000 
block of Tracy Avenue for 
disorderly conduct: alcohol.  
She was booked into the 
Kern County Jail.  

Jacob Villa, 22, of Was-
co, was arrested in the 14000 
block of Warren Street in 
Lost Hills for being in pos-
session of stolen property, 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, possession of a con-
trolled substance, resisting, 
obstructing, delaying a peace 
officer, false ID to a peace 
officer, child abuse, being in 
possession of a firearm with 
an altered serial number and 
on a misdemeanor warrant.  
He was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.  

Lorena Chavez, 49, 
of Wasco, was arrested in 
the 14000 block of Warren 
Street in Lost Hills for child 
abuse, being in possession 
of a firearm with an altered 
serial number, being in pos-
session of a controlled sub-
station and being in posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.  
She was booked into the 
Kern County Jail.

Mystery history

The Shafter Press (#491700) is published each Thursday 
and is available at no charge at locations throughout the 
Shafter area and by subscription at $49 per year. Send 
payment, along with name, address and email address, to 
P.O. Box 789, Shafter, CA 93263.

Adjudicated a legal newspaper by Superior Court 
Order No. 29926. Entered as Periodicals at Shafter Post 
Office Aug. 1, 1935, under Act of Congress.

Postmaster: Send change of address to The Shafter 
Press, P.O. Box 789, Shafter, CA 93263. Periodical postage 
paid at Shafter, California, permit PE491700.

Publisher: Michael Schroeder 
(661-292-5100; mschroeder@TheShafterPress.com)

General Manager: Diane Givens
(661-292-5100; dgivens@TheShafterPress.com) 

Editor: Jamie Stewart
(661-292-5005; jstewart@TheShafterPress.com)

Office Manager: Erica Soriano
(661-292-5100; esoriano@TheShafterPress.com)

Production Manager: Bobby Sirois

Distribution Coordinator:  Romero “Mickey” Enriquez
(661-292-5100; dgivens@TheShafterPress.com)

Contact The Shafter Press at P.O. Box 789, Shafter. 
CA  93263. Office hours at 406 Central Ave., Shafter, are 
from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. E-mail info@
TheShafterPress.com or call 661-292-5100; fax 661-292-5077. 
Production by Central Connecticut Communications LLC.

Our 46th year serving Shafter - Wasco 
and the surrounding communities.

Brannen & Powell

Our 46th year serving Shafter - Wasco 
and the surrounding communities.

TIM POWELL, EA, CFP
tim@brannen-powell.com

(661) 746-3305 • (661) 327-0100 • (fax) 746-3143
P.O. Box 1598 • 455-B Kern St. • Shafter, CA 93263

• Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
• Income Tax Returns & Tax Planning

• Business Counseling & Business Planning

ARREST REPORT

Call us Today to Learn more!

661-488-7189

What does 
energy do for us?

Wasco Tribune is published each Thursday and is 
available at no charge at locations throughout the Wasco 
area and by subscription at $49 per year. Send payment, 
along with name, address and email address, to P.O. Box 789, 
Shafter, CA 93263.

Adjudicated a legal newspaper by Superior Court Order 
No. 183950. Entered as Standard Mail at Wasco Post Office.

Postmaster: Send change of address to Wasco Tribune, 
P.O. Box 789, Shafter, CA 93263. 

Publisher: Michael Schroeder 
(661-292-5100; mschroeder@WascoTrib.com)

General Manager: Diane Givens
(661-292-5100; dgivens@WascoTrib.com) 

Editor: Toni DeRosa
(661-292-5005; tderosa@WascoTrib.com)

Office Manager: Erica Soriano
(661-292-5100; esoriano@TheShafterPress.com)

Production Manager: Bobby Sirois

Distribution Coordinator:  Romero “Mickey” Enriquez
(661-292-5100; dgivens@WascoTrib.com)

Contact the Wasco Tribune at P.O. Box 789, Shafter. CA  
93263. Office hours at 406 Central Ave., Shafter, are from 8:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Monday-Friday. E-mail info@WascoTrib.com  
or call 661-292-5100; fax 661-292-5077. Production by Central 
Connecticut Communications LLC.

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Shafter Historical Society. If you know the 
location, circumstances, exact or rough date 
and/or people in the photo, send your edu-
cated (or semieducated) guess to The Press, 
406 Central Ave., Shafter 93263, or e-mail 
it to mysteryphoto@The ShafterPress.com. 
Winners will be revealed here next week. 
LAST WEEK: Ron Pierce answered correctly, 
identifying Bank of America in 1944, as pho-
tographed by Don Little.

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of 
the Wasco Historical Society. If you know 
the location, circumstances, exact or rough 
date and/or people in the photo, send your 
educated (or semieducated) guess to the 
Tribune, 406 Central Ave., Shafter 93263, or 
e-mail it to mysteryphoto@WascoTrib.com. 
Winners will be revealed here next week. 
LAST WEEK:  Easter and Hoyett Smothers, 
owners of Hoyett's Sandwich Shop, in the 
1940s

WASCO

SHAFTER

CHECK US OUT ONLINE at WascoTrib.com 
& TheShafterPress.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wasco/Shafter: Free Virtual Citizen-

ship Services will be provided by the Unit-
ed Farm Workers (UFW). Beginning Octo-
ber 2, 2020, fee wavier  forgiveness will be 
eliminated. Call (661)324-2500 for infor-
mation. Clases de ciudadanía virtual gratis 
servicios echos por United Farm Workers 
(UFW) empezando Octubre 2/2 /2020para 
más información llame (661)342-2500

Wasco/Shafter: Saturday Aug. 29 at 10 
a.m. Wasco Free Will Baptist Church, 944 
7th Street will be hosting a food distribu-
tion for anyone in need in Wasco/Shafter 
community. Food will be passed out begin-
ning at 10 a., but people should show up 
early because food will be passed out while 
supplies last.

NEW: Wasco: The City of Wasco wish-
es to remind residents that our official city 
website is the only authorized avenue to pay 
your Utility Bill online.

NEW: Wasco: COVID-19 testing to 
anyone free, if you have insurance they 
will be billed. Located at the Wasco Li-
brary 1102 7th St., Wasco. Appointments 
made at http//lhi.care/covidtesting or call 
(888)634-1123. Donde? Biblioteca de 
Wasco 1102 7th St, Wasco. Si no tiene 
acceso de internet llame al (888)634-
1123.

NEW: Shafter: Shafter City Hall closed 
to public effective July 24 until further no-
tice. Oficina-Cerrado Al Publico: Efectivo 
el Viernes, 24 de Julio-Hasta Nuevo aviso. 
(Por orden del Gobernador)

Community Calendar
As activities restart and businesses reopen, we will try to update readers on the status 

of events and activities throughout the area. Please contact Erica Soriano with additions 
and changes at esoriano@TheShafterPress.com or call 661-292-5100 by Monday at 4 
p.m. for that week’s paper.

From The Shafter Press archives
20 Years Ago: 2000
Former S.H.S student Eli Es-

pericueta graduated from West 
Point Military Academy. West is 
the oldest Military Academy’s in 
the nation.

30 Years Ago: 1990
Judy Soto was crowned S.H.S 

Homecoming Queen. She was 
escorted by Robert Hernandez.

40 Years Ago: 1980
S.H.S student Jamie Stewart 

started writing sports articles for 
the Shafter Press. 

*Today, Jamie is our present 
editor for the Shafter Press.

HEADLINES IN HISTORY
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The Rotary Club of 
Shafter is finding ways to 
keep busy despite the re-
strictions of the pandemic. 
The club has been serving 
the community recently in 
a variety of ways, giving 
of their time, money, and 

efforts. After spending the 
summer trying to evalu-
ate what they should do, 
the club began the fall by 
presenting different groups 
with care packages.

In one instance, the Ro-
tarians delivered 20 packag-

es to local veterans. Debbie 
Anderson, of the Veterans 
Assistance Foundation, was 
on hand to assist with the 
Rotary Club of Shafter to 
deliver care kits for veter-
ans including toiletries and 
essentials. Several members 
gathered with Anderson as 
they prepared the kits. 

In addition to the care 
kits, Rotarians also put to-
gether 40 meals that were 
delivered with the help of 
Meals on Wheels. Club 
members were finishing 
with the preparation of the 
meals just as staff from 
Meals on Wheels were get-
ting ready to deliver meals 
to locals in need.

The Rotarians also 
showed local and national 
pride as they displayed over 
a dozen American flags 
along Lerdo Highway in 
early July. 

In addition to time and 
effort, the Shafter Rotary 
Club gave financially to a 
worthy cause in the com-
munity. The brainchild of 
non-profit Listen to Shafter, 
a mural is being created 
next to Apple Market, using 
the large wall at the back of 
the building. Local children, 
along with Melissa Bergen 
and Sharon Wiebe of Listen 
to Shafter, planned the mu-
ral to beautify the area and 
do something positive for 

the community. The Rotary 
Club showed its support of 
the project by presenting the 
group with a $500 check. 

It was also announced 
that the Shafter Rotarians 
won several awards at a 
virtual regional conference. 
Member Cathy Prout said 
the local club was recog-

nized in several areas. “For 
being such a small club, we 
were honored with receiv-
ing these awards,” she said.

Among the awards were 
the Best Small Club Award 
for Foundation Giving, and 
a Small Club award for 
Club Service. 

They also received the 

Humanitarian Award for 
Community Service, and 
for Branding Awareness 
With Community.

They received a Peace 
Builder Club, along with an 
engraved Rotary Wheel.

President Lisa Ma-
rie Mendez accepted the 
awards for the club. 

SHAFTER

SHAFTER
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Despite pandemic, Rotary still keeps giving

Cathy Prout, Lisa Marie Mendez and Debbie Anderson with some of the Care kits 
being delivered to local veterans.

 Cathy Prout, Lisa Marie Mendez and Garry Nelson as-
sist with Meals on Wheels staff as they prepared 40 
meals for locals in need.

BY JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

For Shafter residents 
who want to give their ve-
hicle a thorough cleaning, 
it usually means a trip into 
Bakersfield, or a long two 
hours in the sweltering heat 
to do it yourself, battling the 
weather and the bugs.

Fortunately, there is a 
better alternative, with a 
full cleaning and detail just 
a phone call away. 

The Midas Touch Mo-
bile Car Wash is open seven 
days a week, offering a vari-
ety of levels of service, de-
pending on your needs.

Victor Gonzales started 
his business about four 
years ago, growing it into a 
thriving enterprise.

Gonzales grew up in 
Shafter and spent years 
toiling in the fields, work-
ing hard for himself and his 
family. He always enjoyed 
washing his own vehicles, 
appreciating the time doing 
it and the challenge of cre-
ating a great wash.

His friends commented 
on the good job he always 
did on his car and asked 
him to wash theirs. Word 

spread and before long, 
Gonzalez was in a position 
to make the leap and equip 
himself to do it as an oc-
cupation. Geared up with a 
trailer, portable water con-
tainer, pressure washer,and 
other necessary equipment, 
he now makes his living 
offering customers a great 
cleaning.

He washes any type of 
vehicle, be it a small sedan, 
a pickup, or a big rig. Gon-
zales said he prides himself 
on washing anything the 
customer drives. “I would 
detail a train if they wanted 
me to,” commented Gonza-
lez, giving a wry smile, as 
with Gonzalez’s reputation 
for hard work, he may not 
have been joking.

Gonzalez said he has 
lived in Shafter all his 
life and loves the city, the 
people, and the sense of 
community Shafter has. “I 
just love everything about 
Shafter.”

If you are interested in 
getting your vehicle done 
by Midas Touch, he does 

require one-day advance 
notice to schedule your ap-
pointment. Prices depend 
on the size of the vehicle 
and what kind of detail you 
want. “I can do everything 
from a straight wash job, to 
a detail inside and out,” he 

said.
Gonzalez said business 

is still very good despite the 
pandemic, but the details 
may be a little different.”I 
am getting quite a few cus-
tomers who are wanting 
their vehicles detailed and 

disinfected, which we do 
offer, no problem,” he said.

So, the next time you are 
dreading going a couple of 
rounds with the soap buck-
et, hose and heat, just call 
the man who really has that 
Midas Touch.

Mobile car detailer has developed the Midas touch

Gonzalez offers detailing services, inside and out.

Victor Gonzalez is fully equipped to make “house calls.”

SHAFTERPRESS.com  &  WASCOTRIB.com
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TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Wonderful Company’s senior manager 
for community programming Kaitlyn Yates 
wants to remind everyone that the compa-
ny’s $1 million Wonderful Covid-19 Relief 
Fund grant opportunity for the Central Val-
ley closes Aug. 31.

Those interested are encouraged to ap-
ply online before that date.

The relief fund was established to sup-
port non-profit organizations and schools in 
the Central Valley. It prioritizes local pro-
grams, services and resources that were im-
pacted by the pandemic, either by state and 
federal budget cuts or in direct response to 

new critical needs.
Priority Eligibility is:
The applicant is a 501(c)3, including 

schools, Grant will be implemented in one 
or more of the following communities:

Kern County: Wasco, Delano, Shafter
Kings County:Avenal
Fresno County:  Mendota, Sanger, Del 

Rey, Firebaugh
The grant request will go toward disruptions 

to programming/services caused by COVID-19
If you think you might be eligible but 

want to find out more visit www.wonder-
fulcommunitygrants.com  

If you have questions, email Communi-
tygrants@wonderful.com.

Wonderful's $1M covid relief fund closes Aug. 31



	 THE SHAFTER PRESS  |  WASCO TRIBUNE	Page 4		  Thursday, August 27, 2020

*terms and conditions apply, contact agent for more information.

 Im a professional Realtor with years 
of experience, providing top level service. I can 

sell your home in 30 days or less, ask about 
my $1000 guarantee*, if I don’t. Yes, I’m that 
confi dent in my abilities to sell your house. 

Residential & Commercial Properties
REALTOR® DRE#01390554

559-397-2956
Nate Mao

REAL ESTATE SERVICESREAL ESTATE SERVICES

follow me on facebook @natemaorealestate
si necesita asistencia en espanol tengo un agente que le puede alludes

More contestants for Miss Wasco Rose Queen

Idaly Flores Landeros
Sponsored by Mike and Sunni Dobbs

Idaly Flores Landeros is the daughter of Elizabeth 
Landeros and Maurillo Flores. She has one younger 
sister.

“I want to be Rose Queen because I want to 
empower the young generation to believe in them and 
to not let their past determine who they become in the 
future,” she said. “I want them to let their struggles be 
a learning experience to better them. I want kids who 
don’t have as many opportunities to realize hard work 
can get you far and it’s okay to have bad days, but push 
yourself and be a hard worker and a good person.”

Her favorite part about living in Wasco is how 
close the community is. “We are all supportive of one 
another,” she said. “I like to be friends with everyone I 
meet, but if I had to choose, I would say my boyfriend 
Alejandro Prieto, who is more like my bestie than my 
boyfriend. My closest friends would be, of course, 
Daisy Cendejas and Gladis Castillo, who always find a 
way to convince my mom into anything.”

Idaly participated in the Wonderful Academy 
College Prep program, FFA, yearbook, class office 
and having the chance to raise an animal for the Kern 
County Fair. She is also this year’s ASB publicity 
manager at Wasco High. and she looks forward to 
the new and creative things the school will be trying 
in order to keep students at WHS involved through 
distance learning.

Her passion in life is to be there for others the 
same way that she would want others to be there for 
her. “We live in a world where hat is thrown so easily, 
so having the ability to make someone smile when 
they are having a rough day brings me joy,” Idaly said. 
“I would also like to repay my parents one day for all 
they have given me and be able to fulfill their dreams, 
just like they are supporting mine.”

Idaly’s favorite teacher is Mrs. Castruita. “She 
doesn’t know it, but sometimes when she’d talk to 
me in AP English after a question, I’d actually tear up 
knowing we had a teacher like her at WHS,” she said. 
“She always knew what to say and never made students 
feel silly for asking a question.”

Her favorite subject at  school is art, but if she 
couldn’t choose art, she would choose English, be-
cause she admits she could talk for days.

Idaly was involved in student government by being 
the publicity manager for the junior class, and this year 
she is the ASB publicity manager.

She would like to attend California State University, 
Chico after she graduates from WHS. In five years she 
sees herself with a degree and living in a small ranch 
out in the country where she can ride horses off into the 
sunset. She also wants a lot of animals around her.

“If I could live anywhere in the world, I would like 
to live in Italy,” she said. “Not because my name is 
Idaly, but to live in Italy on a ranch filled with green 
grass, tons of trees, hills, flower fields and horses. 
As long as it’s beautifully green and rustic and I have 
horses, I’ll be happy.”

Bianca Edith Rodriguez
Sponsored by Polly and Jeff Hughes

Bianca Edith Rodriguez is the daughter of Esper-
anza Luz Rodriguez and Jose Manuel Rodriguez. She 
has one sister and four brothers.

“I want to be Rose Queen because I want to rep-
resent my town and be the voice of everyone living in 
Wasco,” she said.

Bianca likes living in Wasco because of the small-
town feel it offers. “Everyone knows everybody and 
we all help each other when someone needs it,” she 
said.

Her best friend is Rose Queen candidate Cas-
sandra Hinojosa. Bianca has participated in cheer, 
drama club, Students for Community Change Club 
and has been in two competitions for her advanced 
drama class.

Bianca’s passion is music. “I love to sing my heart 
out, listen and write music,” she said. Her favorite 
teachers are Mrs. Yasenchak, Mrs. Bradley and Mr. 
Huddleston and her favorite subjects in school are 
English and Science.

Bianca wants to attend either Chapman Univer-
sity, Cal. State University Monterey Bay or Fresno 
State. She wants to be an anthropologist.

In five years she sees herself close to graduating 
from college.

“If I could live anywhere in the world, I will 
always choose a small town because of the feeling 
of knowing and getting along with everyone,” she 
said.

Elizabeth Padilla
Sponsored by Arredondo Electric

Elizabeth Padilla is the daughter of Nancy Eliza-
beth and Jesus Reyes Padilla. She has two younger 
brothers.

“I want to be Rose Queen because I would like 
to inspire little girls and boys and teenagers in my 
community to love themselves for who they are,” 
she said. “I would like to be positive about any 
situation and keep up with everything that goes on 
in Wasco.”

Elizabeth’s favorite part about living in Wasco 
is she likes is it’s a small town and easy to get to 
our favorite spots in town. “There is so much to 
do such as participating in community activities,” 
she said.

Elizabeth’s best friends include Ingrid Gonzalez, 
Miguel Leon and her mother.

Some of her activities that she participated in 
include FFA, Future Woman Leaders of America 
Club and club treasurer, sophomore class publicity 
manager, junior class treasurer, JV and varsity cheer-
leading and ASB treasurer.

Her passion is baking. Elizabeth’s favorite teacher 
is her sophomore history teacher Mrs. Bradley and 
her favorite subject is math. “Even though math is 
very challenging and hard at points,” she said. “I 
enjoy challenging myself and that is why math is my 
favorite subject.”

Elizabeth wants to go to Cal State University, 
Stanislaus. “I want to go there because of the nursing 
program they offer,” she said. “What I want to do is 
be a nurse anesthetist because I would like to be there 
for my patient during their surgery and making sure 
they are responding well to the anesthesia.”

If Elizabeth could live anywhere in the world, it 
would be Japan because of their culture and food. “I 
would meet new people in a foreign country and learn 
new things,” she said.

Isabella Guiliana Garcia
Isabella Garcia is sponsored by Planet Dance

Isabella Giuliana Garcia grew up in Shafter.
She is the daughter of Daniel and Veronica Gar-

cia. She has one brother.
“I want to be rose Queen because as a com-

petitive dancer, I have represented the City of 
Wasco for six years and brought home a National 
Championship Title,” she said. “I have been able 
to represent my town through my skills as a dancer 
and I would love the opportunity to have the town 
get to know me personally as their Wasco Rose 
Queen.”

Isabella likes Wasco because of the pride every-
one has by being part of a tight-knit community. She 
loves the support and encouragement that she has 
found from the people who live in the city.

Her best friends are Janet Gonzalez, Ashley 
Servin and Jackie Mendez. 

During her school years, Isabella spent most of 
her time dancing at Planet Dance Studio and being a 
varsity cheerleader, in FFA, theater and band.

Isabella’s passion is dancing and she loves to 
perform in front of an audience.

Her favorite teacher at school is Arturo Navarrete 
and her favorite subject in school is English. 

She is involved in ASB and is the 2020-2021 
cheer rep.

Isabella plans on attending cosmetology school. 
In five years, she sees herself as a licensed cosmetolo-
gist doing photo shoots, print work, videos and mov-
ies. “I would also like to train and teach dancers who 
want to work commercially,” she said. “I also want to 
be a dance teacher.”

If Isabella could pick any place in the world to 
live she said that she doesn’t know if she could pick 
just one place because she loves to travel and would 
like to travel around the world. “I want to be able to 
use my gifts and talents to give back to people,” she 
said.

Irene Vargas
Sponsored by Frank Sanchez Ag

Irene Vargas is the daughter of Yanitsy Diaz and 
Alberto Vargas She has two sisters and one half-sister.

“I feel like being Rose Queen would be an amaz-
ing experience and opportunity for me,” she said. 
“I have always loved this little town I call home and 
being able to represent it would be a huge honor.”

What Irene enjoys most about living in Wasco is 
that the community gets together every year during 
the parades held every year. “That’s the one time of 
the year where you see all the locals participating,” 
Irene said. “The feeling of being there and eating 
donuts from Donuts to Go is amazing.”

Irene’s best friend is her older sister Marisel 
Vargas. “She is one of the only people I can be myself 
around without feeling like I’m being judged,” she 
said.

She was involved in FFA during her freshman 
and sophomore years. She also served as a class 
officer her freshman year. She participated in the 
yearbook club her junior year and has been a part of 
the Wonderful Academy College Prep Program for 
three years.

Irene’s passion these days is mental health. “I 
want to be able to go to college and pursue a career 
in psychology so I can help others when they feel like 
there isn’t anyone else they can go to,” she said.

Her favorite teacher is chemistry teacher Mr. 
Martinez because he is very helpful when students 
need help in any of their classes.

Irene’s favorite subject is math. “I love math,” she 
said. “it’s the subject that has always come easiest to 
me.”

She plans on staying local and attending Cal 
State, Bakersfield.

In five years, she sees herself done with college 
and working as a therapist or school counselor. She 
has chosen to be either a therapist or school counselor 
for her career path.

“If I could live anywhere in the world, it would 
probably be Greece or the state of Washington,” she 
said. “I love how beautiful the scenery is there.”

Mikayla T. Orozco
Sponsored by Wasco Historical Society

Mikayla T. Orozco is the daughter of Juan and 
Merissa Orozco. She has one brother.

“I would like to be Rose Queen to show my com-
munity that I am a young lady with self-confidence and 
am instilled with great morals and values,” she said. 
“And to be more involved in my community and to be a 
great role model for young girls in the city of Wasco.

Mikayla loves living in Wasco because of the small 
community feeling and knowing almost everyone in 
the city.

Her best friend is Carina Leyva.
Mikayla participated in cheerleading her freshman 

and sophomore years. During her four years of high 
school, she also participated in FFA and raised and 
showed market swine.

She has a strong passion for agriculture and her 
favorite teachers are all her FFA teachers while her 
favorite subject in school is math.

Mikayla was the Wasco FFA Historian during the 
2019-2020 school year.

She plans on attending Texas A&M or the Univer-
sity of Arizona. She sees herself in five years still at the 
university studying veterinary medicine.

“If I could live anywhere in the world, I would 
live in Pismo beach,” she said. “I chose Pismo Beach 
because of the great coastal weather, and it has a small-
town community feeling just like Wasco.”

Photos by Vincent Martinez The Miss Wasco Rose Queen pag-
eant has been set for Thursday, Sept. 
10, though in what format it will be 
produced is still to be determined by 
organizers. The rest of this year’s 22 
contestants will be featured in next 
week’s Wasco Tribune.
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Wasco True Value  ...................................... 770 12th St.
Maria’s Ultimate .......................................... 822 5th St.
Wasco Elementary School admin  .......... 1102 5th St.
West Liquor ...................................................801 7th St.
Express Pharmacy ........................................730 7th St.
Status Belliz .................................................900 7th St.
Divas Beauty Salon ..................................... 935 7th St.
Tilo Cortez .................................................... 1001 7th St.
La Canasta Market ...................................... 1017 7th St.
Wasco Library ...............................................1102 7th St.
Fiesta Latina Market ................................. 1220 7th St.
Casa Bonita ................................................ 1300 7th St.
Wasco High School ................................... 1900 7th St.
Wasco High School District admin ........ 2100 7th St.
Omni Family Health ....................................2101 7th St.
Wasco Medical Plaza & Urgent Care .....2300 7th St.
Wasco City Hall ............................................ 746 8th St.
St. John’s Catholic Church ....................... 1300 9th Pl.
St. John’s School .............................929 Broadway St.
Cecilia’s ...................................................................... E St.
Rosie’s Cakes ....................................................440 E St.
VFW....................................................................603 E St.
Unique Touch ...................................................628 E St.

Adolfo’s Beauty Salon .................................... 652 E St.
El Pueblo Meat Market .................................... 741 E St.
Juanita’s Barber Shop ....................................640 F St.
La Norteno ......................................................1000 F St.
Mario’s Barber Shop ......................................1336 F St.
Peterson Auto Supply ...................................1348 F St.
J&J Market ....................................................... 1375 F St.
Thomas Jefferson Middle School .. 305 Griffi th Ave.
Amigos Meat Market ............................... 829 Hwy. 46
El Pueblo Market .......................................1101 Hwy. 46
Napa Auto .................................................. 1125 Hwy. 46
Towne and Country Liquors (Fastrip) .1209 Hwy. 46
76 Station ................................................. 1445 Hwy. 46
Shear Design .............................................1801 Hwy. 46
O’Reilly Auto .............................................1950 Hwy. 46
Chevron .................................................... 2033 Hwy. 46
American Tire Depot ...............................2150 Hwy. 46
Tropicana Supermarket ........................ 2425 Hwy. 46
Circle K ............................................................ 1395 Palm
Wasco Senior Center .........................1280 Poplar Ave.
Fiesta Super Market ....................................... 915 Poso
Joe’s Market .................................................... 1010 Poso
Wasco Tire Service ................................... 850 Poso Dr.

Get a copy each 
week at these 
fi ne locations:

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, Wasco High and Was-

co Independence High  were able to hold live graduation 

ceremonies, although they looked different than in years 

past.
In order to maintain so-

cial distancing, students were asked to follow a simple set 

of rules when stepping up to the podium to receive their 

diplomas. Only one administrator was at the podium at a 

time and did not shake graduates’ hands when handing out 

diplomas. 
Everyone on the fi eld had a mask on except the person 

at the microphone.

School board members were strategically placed below 

the stage to be safely distanced.

Chairs were aligned in rows of three for the graduate 

and their two guests, with at least 6 feet apart between each 

row. Graduates did not throw their caps in the air upon dis-

missal, as they normally would enthusiastically. Instead, 

they walked off by row, silently.

Dessy Claffy, Stephanie Wymer and Polly Hughes sang 

the national anthem at both ceremonies.

The graduates of WIHS walked onto the fi eld to “Pomp 

and Circumstance” playing over the loudspeaker, while 

WHS had recordings of the seniors from the Celebration of 

the Class of 2020 Facebook presentation playing. Several 

fi recrackers went off during the ceremony.

Speeches by administrators addressed how the CO-

VID-19 pandemic had affected students and commended 

them for their persistence in making it through their last 

year of high school under such unique and challenging con-

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

The City Council unani-

mously approved a budget 

for 2020-21 that includes a 
$1.3 mil-
lion oper-

ating defi cit. 
The city’s biggest ex-

pense is for safety (con-

tracts with the Kern County 

Fire Department and Sher-

iff’s Offi ce), accounting for 

nearly a third of the budget. 

The city will be paying 

more for the Kern County 

Fire Department contract 

to run for one more year 

and the contract for the 

Kern County Sheriff’s Of-

fi ce will increase to almost 

$4.1 million for 2020-2021. 

The KCSO contract expires 

June 30, 2021. 

The General Fund bud-

get shows that revenues will 

be $14.6 million in 2020-21 

and expenditures will be 

$15.9 million, creating a 

$1.3 million defi cit.

Both the Kern County 

Fire Department and the 

Kern County Sheriff’s 

Department contracts in-

creased in cost to the city. 

In his presentation, City 

Manager Daniel Ortiz-Her-

nandez said that the impact 

of Covid-19 on the city 

would include a decline in 

See REVENUE Page 4

See CLASS Page 8
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Getting 
set for
defi cit

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter City Coun-

cil held a Special meeting 

on Tuesday night and ap-
p r o v e d 
the bud-

get for 2020-2021with a 

unanimous vote.

The budget proposal was 

the same one that had been 

discussed over the past few 

weeks with minor changes.

The budget projects a 

7.5% decrease in sales tax 

revenue, with there still be-

ing a chance, according to 

City Manager Gabriel Gon-

zales, of stronger perfor-

mance because of the posi-

tion of online retail sales, 

led by Williams Sonoma. 

The housewares company 

has a call center near Minter 

Field.
In one change to the fi -

nal budget is the hiring of 

all four police offi cer posi-

tions that are vacant.

The two additional bud-

get hirings will cost about 

$200,000. Gonzales said 

that funds saved from other 

areas of the budget will pay 

for the positions.

In the budget summa-

tion, it was stated that many 

organizations take “use it or 

lose it” as a guide to spend-

ing, but it isn’t here. It said 

A tale of two budgets
Tax
decline
seen

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

An arrest was made over the weekend and three other 

cases were handed to the Kern County District Attorney’s 

Offi ce for investigation regarding a slew of illegal fi reworks 

activity in and around Shafter.

Chief Kevin Zimmermann posted a video reaching out 

to the community for assistance in catching the perpetra-

tors who have been inundating the community with a se-

ries of explosions, some strong enough to rattle windows. 

Shafter’s pet population has also been thrown into chaos 

with the continuous explosions. 

Zimmermann said that he does not know the reason 

for the uptick in illegal fi reworks activity this year, but he 

said that it has been a bad year already. “I don’t know if it 

is from people being cooped up due to the quarantine, or 

what, but this year has seen a big increase in the number of 

illegal fi reworks being set  off in town, and also the period 

of the activity is a lot longer.”

Zimmermann said that the best defense they have 

against the activity is the involvement of the entire com-

Illegal fi reworks go viral

Police chief asks for help in video

Quiet memories

for Class of 2020

Graduations were different – but safe

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

There is a conundrum in Shafter and Wasco that has 

the cities split on the issue of wearing masks.

Since the governor mandated the wearing of masks 

in public buildings and in situations where social dis-

tancing would not be possible, masks have been seen 

dotted throughout the cities. This is the case not only 

in stores and public buildings, but also on public streets 

A split over
face masks

Wasco High School staff takes a break at graduation ceremony.

Shafter Police Chief Kevin Zimmermann in video. An example of the fi reworks found during probe.

See PERSONAL Page 5

Colleen Diltz says that she will wear a mask when 

required but isn’t thrilled with the challenges of it.

See PROBES Page 5
See SHAFTER Page 4

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter PressAccording to the Kern County Depart-ment of Public Health, Shafter showed a significant decrease in new coronavirus cases from last week, with a little over 40 new cases, compared to 200 the previous week. However, the decrease may be the result of a backlog of tests whose results have not been confirmed. There likely was a slight decrease, though, as a result of the closures of several buildings, including res-

taurants’ dine-in areas, city buildings, and other non-essential businesses.In a move to assist restaurants and re-tail stores trying to stay afloat, Shafter has waived the fees for temporary use permits for those restaurants and retail businesses that are turning their outdoor areas and parking lots into dining and sales areas.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco TribuneFamily-owned businesses are among the losers during the covid-19 pandemic.Familiar places that are part of the home-town landscape are shutting their doors and saying goodbye to longtime customers and friends.

Prior to Hoyett’s Facebook announce-ment last Saturday that they sold the long-time Wasco restaurant, Joyful Steps at 747 F Street held what looked like a large yard 

sale, which turned out to be its going-out-of-business sale.
Several attempts have been made to contact owners Christopher and Gabriella Carlsberg; however, no luck in being able to reach out to them. An email to the Bee busi-ness that Christopher owned bounced back and no one answered the telephone number on the business card.

JAMIE STEWART The Shafter PressThe schools in the Richland School District opened their doors, at least figuratively, on Aug. 6, beginning a first semester that will have the students learning from a distance, as they did at the end of the last semester.The district had planned for students to attending in per-son on an alternating basis, with one group going to school on Mondays and Tuesdays and another group going on Thursdays and Fridays, with the students distance learning the rest of the week.
But according to interim Superintendent Rosa Rome-ro, that plan 

was halted af-
ter Governor 
Newsom on 
July 17 put 
further restric-
tions on school 
districts.

“The gov-
ernor said that 
a county had 
to be off of the 
watch list for 
14 consecutive 
days, have mask requirements in place, which we did, and physical distancing practices in place. We did what we have control over, but unfortunately, Kern County didn’t qualify for in person learning,” Romero said.Distance learning was a challenge last year for the edu-cators and the families, Romero said. With more time to 

JAMIE STEWART The Shafter PressThe Shafter Children’s Summer Theater celebrated its 25th anniversary with three performances of The Lion King over the weekend. The performances were put on at Shafter’s Ford Theater and streamed for the audience to watch it virtually. The production was put on by Cris Starrh and her staff of volunteers.Starrh began the SCST when her children were small and needing something to do during the summer. In partnership with the Shafter Recreation Department and 

Shafter High School, they started the children’s theater with a production of “101 Dalmations.”The theater used kids in grades K-8, and after seeing the impact the plays had on children and the community, Starrh decided to keep it going after her kids aged out of the program.
Some other productions put on by the SCST were The Wizard of Oz, Beauty and the Beast, Cinderella, 

Hi, neighbor! Drop by anytime.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO

Trenea Smart 
2720 Calloway DrBakersfield
661-431-1780

Periodical Postage
PAID

Shafter, CA
Permit 491700

Vol. 93  No. 7   •   Shafter, California
Vol. 43  No. 7   •   Wasco, California 

Thursday, August 13, 2020

FREE!
UPDATES ONLINE AT THESHAFTERPRESS.COM AND WASCOTRIB.COM

WASCO

SHAFTER

Quality gas for a very low price!!!Purchase 10 Gallons or more and get a free Fountain Drink!!!Breakfast & Grill 3AM-12PM Call in your order at 661-746-6082.Open Mon-Sat 3AM-2AM • Sunday 5am-1am

127 S Shafter Ave, Shafter, CA 93263
Western Union, Money Orders, Pay BillsAuthorized for City of Shafter and PG&E Bills

Hot Deli All Day
Ice Cold Beer

Breakfast and lunch 
will be provided free 
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Virus takes its toll

See VIRUS Page 5

See PAIR Page 5

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco TribuneAs Wasco faces the consequences of ignoring recommendations in a decade-old study, City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernan-dez addressed the current water pressure problems in a report to the City Council on Aug. 4.

Ortiz-Hernandez said the city did not follow through with the more crucial parts of a water management study in 2007. That study made various recommenda-tions and while some of the less important suggestions were completed, the recom-

mendations for adding storage capacity and drilling additional wells were not realized.Ortiz-Hernandez said the city’s comput-er system issued low water pressure alerts in 2019 that also went unaddressed.“Had they been reviewed and analyzed, the city could have taken proactive steps to mitigate and avoid the issues we encoun-tered this spring and the expense we have incurred thus far,” he said. Mayor Tilo Cortez said 2007-08 was the beginning of the financial collapse and the 

recession. “The city was in a financial cri-sis and had to let go a significant number of staff,” he said. At the time, Cortez said, Larry Pennell was the city manager.Council members then were Cortez, 

Danny Espitia, Cherylee Wegman, Larry Pearson and Fred West. (West and Pearson have since passed away). Wegman said she didn’t know why the city is currently expe-

Well #5 is on 8th Street.

See WASCO Page 5

See CHILDREN'S Page 5

See SCHOOLS Page 5Ignoring water woes
costing city now

Kids perform Lion King
SHAFTER

The Lion King cast performed three shows over the weekend.

Schools open
with distance
learning only

WASCO

SHAFTER

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

The City Council unani-

mously approved a budget 

for 2020-21 that includes a 
$1.3 mil-
lion oper-

ating defi cit. 
The city’s biggest ex-

pense is for safety (con-

tracts with the Kern County 

Fire Department and Sher-

iff’s Offi ce), accounting for 

nearly a third of the budget. 

The city will be paying 

more for the Kern County 

Fire Department contract 

to run for one more year 

and the contract for the 

Kern County Sheriff’s Of-

fi ce will increase to almost 

$4.1 million for 2020-2021. 

The KCSO contract expires 

June 30, 2021. 

The General Fund bud-

get shows that revenues will 

be $14.6 million in 2020-21 

and expenditures will be 

$15.9 million, creating a 

$1.3 million defi cit.

Both the Kern County 

Fire Department and the 

Kern County Sheriff’s 

Department contracts in-

creased in cost to the city. 

In his presentation, City 

Manager Daniel Ortiz-Her-

nandez said that the impact 

of Covid-19 on the city 

would include a decline in 

See REVENUE Page 4
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Getting 
set for
defi cit

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter City Coun-

cil held a Special meeting 

on Tuesday night and ap-
p r o v e d 
the bud-

get for 2020-2021with a 

unanimous vote.

The budget proposal was 

the same one that had been 

discussed over the past few 

weeks with minor changes.

The budget projects a 

7.5% decrease in sales tax 

revenue, with there still be-

ing a chance, according to 

City Manager Gabriel Gon-

zales, of stronger perfor-

mance because of the posi-

tion of online retail sales, 

led by Williams Sonoma. 

The housewares company 

has a call center near Minter 

Field.
In one change to the fi -

nal budget is the hiring of 

all four police offi cer posi-

tions that are vacant.

The two additional bud-

get hirings will cost about 

$200,000. Gonzales said 

that funds saved from other 

areas of the budget will pay 

for the positions.

In the budget summa-

tion, it was stated that many 

organizations take “use it or 

lose it” as a guide to spend-

ing, but it isn’t here. It said 

A tale of two budgets
Tax
decline
seen

Graduations were different – but safe

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

There is a conundrum in Shafter and Wasco that has 

the cities split on the issue of wearing masks.

Since the governor mandated the wearing of masks 

in public buildings and in situations where social dis-

tancing would not be possible, masks have been seen 

dotted throughout the cities. This is the case not only 

in stores and public buildings, but also on public streets 

A split over
face masks

Wasco High School staff takes a break at graduation ceremony.

See PERSONAL Page 5

Colleen Diltz says that she will wear a mask when 

required but isn’t thrilled with the challenges of it.

See SHAFTER Page 4

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco TribuneFamily-owned businesses are among the losers during the covid-19 pandemic.Familiar places that are part of the home-town landscape are shutting their doors and saying goodbye to longtime customers and friends.

Prior to Hoyett’s Facebook announce-ment last Saturday that they sold the long-time Wasco restaurant, Joyful Steps at 747 F Street held what looked like a large yard 

sale, which turned out to be its going-out-of-business sale.
Several attempts have been made to contact owners Christopher and Gabriella Carlsberg; however, no luck in being able to reach out to them. An email to the Bee business that Christopher owned bounced back and no one answered the telephone number on the business card.

JAMIE STEWART The Shafter PressThe Shafter Children’s Summer Theater celebrated its 25th anniversary with three performances of The Lion King over the weekend. The performances were put on at Shafter’s Ford Theater and streamed for the audience to watch it virtually. The production was put on by Cris Starrh and her staff of volunteers.Starrh began the SCST when her children were small and needing something to do during the summer. In partnership with the Shafter Recreation Department and 

Shafter High School, they started the children’s theater with a production of “101 Dalmations.”The theater used kids in grades K-8, and after seeing the impact the plays had on children and the community, Starrh decided to keep it going after her kids aged out of the program.
Some other productions put on by the SCST were The Wizard of Oz, Beauty and the Beast, Cinderella, 
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Virus takes its toll

See PAIR Page 5

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco TribuneAs Wasco faces the consequences of ignoring recommendations in a decade-old study, City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernan-dez addressed the current water pressure problems in a report to the City Council on Aug. 4.

Ortiz-Hernandez said the city did not follow through with the more crucial parts of a water management study in 2007. That study made various recommenda-tions and while some of the less important suggestions were completed, the recom-

mendations for adding storage capacity and drilling additional wells were not realized.Ortiz-Hernandez said the city’s computer system issued low water pressure alerts in 2019 that also went unaddressed.“Had they been reviewed and analyzed, the city could have taken proactive steps to mitigate and avoid the issues we encountered this spring and the expense we have incurred thus far,” he said. Mayor Tilo Cortez said 2007-08 was the beginning of the financial collapse and the 

Ignoring water woes
costing city now

Kids perform Lion King

The Lion King cast performed three shows over the weekend.

WASCO

losers during the covid-19 pandemic.
town landscape are shutting their doors and saying goodbye to longtime customers and friends.

ment last Saturday that they sold the long-time Wasco restaurant, Joyful Steps at 747 F Street held what looked like a large yard 

ignoring recommendations in a decade-old study, City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernandez addressed the current water pressure problems in a report to the City Council on Aug. 4.

follow through with the more crucial parts of a water management study in 2007. 
tions and while some of the less important suggestions were completed, the recom

Ignoring water woes

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PRESSRepresentatives of several agencies met virtually recently to discuss the challenges presented by the coronavirus. Those in at-tendance included Russell Shipley, princi-pal of Shafter High School; Rosa Romero, interim superintendent of the Richland School District; members of the Richland Board of Trustees; and Shafter City Coun-cil members Chad Giv-ens, Cathy Prout, Man-uel Garcia and Mayor Gilbert Alvarado.
Among the topics was a discussion of the status of each school district and how well they’re prepared for the beginning of the school year. Romero told the at-tendees that the district had to do an about-face regarding its return-to-school plan, which originally included a hybrid system that included both in-per-son and distance learning. Romero said that the state’s updated guidelines placing Kern County on the monitoring list nulli-fied Richland’s plan, and that only distance learning would be available for the start of the school year.

Several attendees said they were con-cerned about what Shafter families could do when both parents work during the day, causing some children to be left home by themselves or with older siblings to watch 

over them. Givens asked City Manager Gabriel Gonzales if an ad hoc committee could be formed to look for a solution to this problem.
The possible closure of the Shafter branch of the Kern County Library system also was discussed. David Franz, director of the Shafter Learning Center and the Educa-

tion Partnership Project, told the attendees that with the budget in place now by the county Board of Supervisors, eight librar-ies throughout Kern County are currently open. With the adjustment to the budget giving the Library Department more mon-ey, Franz said, he was told there is a pos-sibility that three additional branches will open. He could not say if the Shafter branch would be one of them. He said support from the City Council and the different agencies at the meeting could make a difference in the final decision.
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JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe pandemic, which cost last year’s high school seniors their chance to compete in the spring sports season, will sideline fall sports as well.
The California Interscholastic Federa-tion has ruled that all fall sports in the Cen-

tral Section will have their seasons delayed until the winter quarter, with football, soc-cer and volleyball scheduled to begin their seasons in December.With the late start to fall sports, the ruling makes it difficult for those stu-

dents who usually compete in more than one sport. With practice schedules and league seasons modified, the fall and winter sports seasons  overlap. Foot-ball, volleyball, soccer and cross country teams can begin practicing on December 14 with their seasons running into April. The playoffs for football will begin in 

March with the championships sched-uled for April 17.
The CIF also relaxed its rules regarding students who take part in outside competi-tion during their respective high school sea-sons. Athletes will be allowed to compete on teams outside of their high school teams 

Pandemic puts fall high school sports on hold

See HIGH Page 3 

See OFFICIALS Page 3

TONI DEROSAThe Wasco TribuneRaised in Wasco, Rusvel Prado knew from his freshman year in high school that he wanted to be a teacher and teach in his hometown of Wasco.Prado moved out of Wasco in April of his freshman year at Wasco High School and finished high school in Bakersfield. Because of the decision he made during his freshman year, he always knew he was going to return to Wasco and teach.“I love Wasco,” he said. “You knew everybody and that was great.”After high school, Prado was offered a football scholarship to St. Mary’s College in Moraga, Calif. But even 

the beautiful weather and landscape of northern California could not entice him away from his hometown of Wasco.Upon returning to the central valley, Prado continued his education at Point Loma University and received both his teaching and administrative creden-tials.
After graduation, he returned to Was-co and was offered a long-term substitute position at Wasco Independence High School, which lasted one semester, dur-ing which he taught electives. He contin-ued his career with WIHS for 13 years. 

‘I bleed orange
and black,’ says
new principal

Wasco Independent High School Principal Rusvel Prado.
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Meeting talk
is on schools,
library status

The Richland School District had to do an about-face regard-ing its return-to-school plan.

TONI DEROSAThe Wasco TribuneStudents in the Wasco Union Elementa-ry School District will begin the school year with distance learning only because Kern County is back on the governor’s watch list, Superintendent Kelly Richers says.Richers said he had hoped the school would be able to include some in-person classes, but that under the watch schools, hair salons, in-dining restaurants and bar-bershops are restricted.The earliest school could provide in-per-son learning is 14 days after being placed on the watch list, Richers said. He added that “there would not be time to prepare for 

in-school instruction” even if the county were released from the restrictions.Until further notice, Richers said, the following will be in effect until further no-tice:
Students will be taught remotely and teachers are not required to attend at the school site. They may attend at the school site under the following conditions:Unless alone in a room, all personnel must wear masks.

Children or family members of certifi-cated staff are not allowed on the closed 

School superintedentissues new guidelines

See SCHOOL Page 3

See PRINCIPAL Page 5
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are ready for the second 
week of distance learning,” 
he said.

Luna was proud to an-
nounce that the school had 
93% attendance. “Our stu-
dents are logging into our 
distance learning platform 
and engaging in live online 
learning,” he said. “We still 
have a number of challenges 
ahead of us, but we have a re-
silient team at Palm Avenue.”

Luna also said the teach-
ers are working hard every 
day to ensure that students 
are engaged and connected.

He said one concern is 
that not everyone has inter-
net access in the district.” 

“The WUESD is work-
ing diligently district-wide 
to make sure that all stu-
dents have a Chromebook 
device and have internet ac-
cess,” he said.

Palm Avenue daily 
schedules for the first quar-
ter are shown as 6th Grade 
as Document #1 and 7th 
and 8th grades as Docu-
ment #2.

JAMES A. FOR-
REST ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL (PK//K-5)

Principal Steffanie Pol-
lard

“School started excep-
tionally well under the cur-
rent circumstances,” Pol-
lard said. “Our attendance 
was over 93% for the first 
week.”

Pollard said it was sad 
not being able to see the stu-
dents on campus last spring, 
“but seeing them so en-
gaged in distance learning 
sessions with their teachers 
is still very fulfilling.”

Pollard also said stu-
dents want to learn and 
want to be in school.

If you happen to need to 
stop by the school, secre-
tary Kristi Vaughn, secre-
tary Rebecca Pallares, clerk 
Patty Munoz, liaison Mary 
Lou Gonzales, health clerk 
Toni Beltran, librarian Pa-
tricia Torres, school coun-
selor Maribel Esquivel, aca-
demic coach and Pollard are 
all working diligently to en-
sure that students have what 

they need to be successful 
in the distance learning en-
vironment. “We anxiously 
anticipate the return to in-
campus instruction,” Pol-
lard said.

TERESA BURKE 
(PK/K-5)

Principal Monique 
Goodwill

Goodwill said atten-
dance averaged around 
87% for the first week for 
grades PK-5. “This is phe-
nomenal,” Goodwill said. 
“All grades except for PK/K 
were given Chromebooks 
and students and parents 
both were obviously excited 
about engaging with their 
teachers and peers as was 
reflected in the attendance 
as well as the academic en-
gagement of distance learn-
ing.”

Furthermore, she said, 
teachers, staff and admin-
istrators were excited to see 
school begin.

“It has been a challenge; 
however, we are tackling it 
a lot better than we did in 
the spring,” she said. “The 
district had been planning 
and preparing since then, 
and we have gotten off to a 
great start.”

JOHN L. PRUIETT 
(PK/K-5)

Principal Rosalinda 
Chairez

Chairez said that the 
school had 97% attendance 
during the first week.

“We are so proud of our 
parents because we had 96-
97% of our parents pick up 
their student’s Chromebook 
and packets,” Chairez said. 
“The only problem we’ve 
faced is when the internet 
gets overloaded and the dis-
trict can’t control that – the 
internet providers do.”

Chairez also said the 
school has been able to 
maintain 94% attendance 
since the first week of 
school. 

THOMAS JEFFER-
SON (6-8)

Principal Danny Arel-
lano

Arellano said that the 
first week of school was 
promising. “The first day 

we had about 74% of our 
students logging in and en-
gaging,” Arellano said. “By 
the end of the first week 
attendance increased to 
91%.”

Breakfast and lunch are 
being served Monday to 
Friday from 10 a.m. to noon  
by drive-thru only from the 
four elementary sites.

Arellano also said that 
before the first week of 
school, the school site set 
up specific dates for dis-
tribution of Chromebooks, 
student schedules and  
packets. “All students are 
receiving all core subjects, 
an elective and  P.E. via 
distance learning,” he said. 
“Apart from a few techno-
logical issues, the majority 
of our students have been 
able to participate daily in 
distance learning.”

Arellano wants to as-
sure parents the district is 
prepared and committed to 

supporting and providing 
all students with a positive 
learning experience; how-
ever, he stated that this best 
can be accomplished by 
working together.

WASCO HIGH 
SCHOOL

Principal Kevin Tallon
Tallon said that the first 

week of school was very 
successful. 

“There was a success-
ful distribution of 500 new 
Chromebooks to 9 graders 
and supplies to the rest of 
the students,” Tallon said. 
“10-12-graders already had 
Chromebooks and received 
supplies.”

Tallon said the school 
distributed care packages 
with the textbooks, novels 
and art supplies.

“Our schedule is work-
ing well,” he added. “You 
can find it on the school 
website.”

Tallon also said the 

students are joining their 
teachers in real time.

He mentioned that not 
having students and teach-
ers in their normal environ-
ment is a challenge. “We 
are used to working closely 
with students and staff,” he 
said. “And you lose that el-
ement.” But he is proud of 
the students and staff for 
being able to work through 
the challenges and starting 
the school year with live in-
struction and other supports 
that are needed for learning.

Tallon also said students 
continue to receive break-
fast and  lunch at Wasco 
High, James Forrest, Karl 
Clemens and Teresa Burke 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Wasco Independence 
High School

Principal Rusvel Prado
Prado said the first week 

of school went as expected.
“One hundred percent of 

our students participated in 

the registration and orienta-
tion process,” Prado said. 
“Both students and par-
ents knw our expectations, 
which were explained dur-
ing the intake meeting.”

In addition, each student 
met with the school’s team 
to discuss WIHS expecta-
tions. The counselors at the 
school will continue to have 
virtual counseling sessions 
available every afternoon.

“The entire staff at 
WIHS has been working 
hard and are excited about 
the new school year,” he 
said. “During the first week, 
teachers went over and 
above to get our students 
comfortable in this new vir-
tual classroom setting.”

Prado said students 
showed up virtually and 
worked hard.

“It’s been a great start 
for the school year for Inde-
pendence High School,” he 
said. “Go Falcons!”

Palm Avenue staff L-R: Top: Outreach Liaison Kim Rodarte,. School Counselor Elena Contreras and School 
Secretary Elsa Gutierrez. Bottom: Librarian Noemi Gomes, Academic Coach Melinda Churchwell and Dean for 
Palm Avenue and Thomas Jefferson Sandra Bailey.

WUESD successful at distance learning
From Page 1

working the night shift at a 
local hospital. She helped 
her first-grader, Camila, log 
on to the internet for her 
class, and made sure Val-
entina was squared away 
before going to the other 
room and helping Camila if 
needed.

“I usually help Camila 
get logged on and spend 
about an hour with her in 
case she needs some help 
with the computer. Then 
my older daughter, who 
has started virtual classes 
at Bakersfield College, 
takes over while I get some 
sleep,” Valencia said.

Valencia is fortunate to 
have an older child who is 
available to give her a hand 
in the process. “I have to be 
back at work tonight for an-
other shift, so staying up all 
day would be impossible or 
very hard on me,” she said.

Valentina has a textbook 
in front of her, reading the 
work as she goes over the 
questions asked by teacher 
Candie Springer, before 
typing the answers on her 
laptop. Each assignment is 
graded by Springer after it 
is turned in. Valentina can 
work on her assignments 
throughout the day, with 
Springer online and ready 
to help. There is time for a 

lunch break, and also time 
when Springer is online but 
not engaged with the stu-
dents, allowing the kids to 
work on their own, knowing 
that Springer is just a click 
away.

Valencia said that 
through the Classroom 
Dojo app, the physical 
education teacher is able 
to give the kids their as-
signments for the day and 
the week. “All we have to 
do is log onto the app and 
their assignments are there, 
with the different exercise 
routines and programs on 
there,” she said. She added 
that she also feels better 
about the experience know-
ing they are not alone in the 
program, trying to navigate 
the work and procedures on 
their own. They can always 
count on their teacher who 
is more than willing to help.

“We are very lucky to 
have Mrs. Springer for a 
teacher. She even gave us 
her phone number so we 
could call her if we have a 
question after the school 
hours are over,” said Valen-
cia.

Valentina said she re-
ally likes the classes and the 
programs that they work on 
online, but that she would 
rather be going to school 
in person, able to see her 

friends. “I like it but it’s not 
the same, she said.

Yanira Valencia said 
she understands, probably 
better than most, being in 
the medical field, that the 
distance learning is neces-
sary until the children can 
go back to in-person school 
safely. “We saw a second 

spike in cases, right before 
school was scheduled to 
start, so I understand the 
governor’s concern and 
thinking,” she said.

Until they can return to 
school safely, Valencia said 
she believes her children 
are still thriving in this chal-
lenging time.

Students are learning from afar
From Page 1

Camila Valencia gets help from her mother, Yanira, in 
logging in for her class.
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More diners on Saturday, August 15.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

There was only one table 
available at Hoyett’s on a 
recent Saturday after 9 a.m. 
The favorite spot for good 
food was shutting its doors 
at 1 p.m. that afternoon.

Hoyett and Easter 
Smothers owned Hoyett’s 
until 1996 when employee 
Terri Anderson bought it 
from the couple.

Hoyett’s opened in 
1948, and Hoy-
ett Smothers 
started work-
ing there that 
year. A friend 
of Easter’s sug-
gested that 
she head over 
to the burger 
place in town 
and see the 
new employee, 
who was Hoy-
ett. Hoyett and 
Easter married 
in 1951. Easter Smothers 
began helping out at the 
restaurant as well. 

Eventually they sold the 
restaurant to employee Terri 
Anderson, who owned Hoy-
ett’s from 1996 to 2010.

“I’ve worked here since 
1983,” Anderson said in an 
earlier interview.

Anderson sold the res-
taurant to Kevin Newcomb, 
and “told him if he needed 

me, I would be available 
to help him out,” Anderson 
said.

Newcomb previously 
worked at SavMart for 25 
years, but once Walmart 
was approved by the city, 
he knew Sav Mart wouldn’t 
last long. After Newcomb 
bought Hoyett’s, his par-
ents, Max and Linda New-
comb, would often stop by 

to help out with the crowd.
Hoyett’s was known for 

its chili and charburgers.
Since June, loyal cus-

tomers took advantage of 
the warm weather and out-
door dining by spending 
time chatting with the staff. 
Everyone was friends.

Jill Drescher, Marlene 
Swan, Easter Smothers and 
Pat Stanley Pat Stanley en-
joyed a last lunch with this 

writer at Hoyett’s Friday af-
ternoon. The restaurant was 
busy and all the tables were 
taken by noon.

Before the pandemic, 
Thursdays were Tri Tip day 
and dinner on Friday eve-
ning offered a special cat-
fish meal.

On May 12, 2019, Hoy-
ett’s celebrated its 75th an-
niversary with rock-n-oll 
music, free charburgers and 

a celebratory 
cake for guests. 

At one time, 
there was a 
Hoyett’s in Mc-
Farland as well 
as the one in 
Wasco; how-
ever, the Wasco 
restaurant was 
the only re-
maining loca-
tion.

A m e r i c a n 
television per-
sonality Huell 

Howser “stopped by on his 
California Gold tour years’ 
ago,” Anderson said. “We 
also had a visit from coun-
try singer Victor Sands. 
Howser used to come by 
every morning when he was 
here. He really enjoyed the 
chili.”

Newcomb made Hoy-
ett’s a family affair with the 
help of his wife, Christine, 
and his son Bradley. 

“At one time,” New-
comb said, “you could get a 
burger for 20 cents.” 

Because of the covid-19 
shutdown, Hoyett’s was 
closed for several months, 
except for take-out only; 
however, once businesses 
were allowed to open, staff 
quickly let the community 
know it was up and run-
ning, until it was forced to 
close again and only take-
out was available. With the 
second loss of in-house 
dining, Governor New-
som said outdoor dining 
would be all right and Hoy-
ett’s adapted to that. They 
closed off the parking lot 
behind the restaurant and 
opened up the back patio 
with tables and chairs. Wait 
staff worked through the 
back door and served food 
with a smile. 
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Wasco bids farewell to a local favorite
Hoyett’s closes after 72 years
of serving hungry diners

Television personality 
Huell Howser would 

stop by on his California 
Gold tour. He really 

enjoyed the chili.

Current Hoyett staff, from left, Christi Newcomb, Bradley Newcomb, Kevin New-
comb and Terri Anderson.

Hoyett Smothers, the original owner of Hoyett’s.

Diners on  Aug. 15, Hoyett’s last day.
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

According to the Kern County Depart-

ment of Public Health, Shafter showed a 

significant decrease in new coronavirus 

cases from last week, with a little over 40 

new cases, compared to 200 the previous 

week. However, the decrease may be the 

result of a backlog of tests whose results 

have not been confirmed. There likely was 

a slight decrease, though, as a result of the 

closures of several buildings, including res-

taurants’ dine-in areas, city buildings, and 

other non-essential businesses.

In a move to assist restaurants and re-

tail stores trying to stay afloat, Shafter 

has waived the fees for temporary use 

permits for those restaurants and retail 

businesses that are turning their outdoor 

areas and parking lots into dining and 

sales areas.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Family-owned businesses are among the 

losers during the covid-19 pandemic.

Familiar places that are part of the home-

town landscape are shutting their doors and 

saying goodbye to longtime customers and 

friends.
Prior to Hoyett’s Facebook announce-

ment last Saturday that they sold the long-

time Wasco restaurant, Joyful Steps at 747 

F Street held what looked like a large yard 

sale, which turned out to be its going-out-

of-business sale.
Several attempts have been made to 

contact owners Christopher and Gabriella 

Carlsberg; however, no luck in being able to 

reach out to them. An email to the Bee busi-

ness that Christopher owned bounced back 

and no one answered the telephone number 

on the business card.

JAMIE STEWART 
The Shafter Press

The schools in the Richland School District opened 

their doors, at least figuratively, on Aug. 6, beginning a first 

semester that will have the 

students learning from a 

distance, as they did at the end of the last semester.

The district had planned for students to attending in per-

son on an alternating basis, with one group going to school 

on Mondays and Tuesdays and another group going on 

Thursdays and Fridays, with the students distance learning 

the rest of the week.

But according to interim Superintendent Rosa Rome-

ro, that plan 

was halted af-

ter Governor 

Newsom on 

July 17 put 

further restric-

tions on school 

districts.
“The gov-

ernor said that 

a county had 

to be off of the 

watch list for 

14 consecutive 

days, have mask requirements in place, which we did, and 

physical distancing practices in place. We did what we have 

control over, but unfortunately, Kern County didn’t qualify 

for in person learning,” Romero said.

Distance learning was a challenge last year for the edu-

cators and the families, Romero said. With more time to 

JAMIE STEWART 
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Children’s Summer Theater celebrated 

its 25th anniversary with three performances of The 

Lion King over the weekend. The performances were 

put on at Shafter’s Ford Theater and streamed for the 

audience to watch it virtually. The production was put 

on by Cris Starrh and her staff of volunteers.

Starrh began the SCST when her children were small 

and needing something to do during the summer. In 

partnership with the Shafter Recreation Department and 

Shafter High School, they started the children’s theater 

with a production of “101 Dalmations.”

The theater used kids in grades K-8, and after seeing 

the impact the plays had on children and the community, 

Starrh decided to keep it going after her kids aged out 

of the program.
Some other productions put on by the SCST were 

The Wizard of Oz, Beauty and the Beast, Cinderella, 
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Breakfast and lunch 

will be provided free 

of charge, with various 

pickup locations.

Virus takes its toll

See VIRUS Page 5

See PAIR Page 5

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

As Wasco faces the consequences of 

ignoring recommendations in a decade-old 

study, City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernan-

dez addressed the current water pressure 

problems in a report to the City Council on 

Aug. 4.
Ortiz-Hernandez said the city did not 

follow through with the more crucial parts 

of a water management study in 2007. 

That study made various recommenda-

tions and while some of the less important 

suggestions were completed, the recom-

mendations for adding storage capacity and 

drilling additional wells were not realized.

Ortiz-Hernandez said the city’s comput-

er system issued low water pressure alerts 

in 2019 that also went unaddressed.

“Had they been reviewed and analyzed, 

the city could have taken proactive steps to 

mitigate and avoid the issues we encoun-

tered this spring and the expense we have 

incurred thus far,” he said. 

Mayor Tilo Cortez said 2007-08 was the 

beginning of the financial collapse and the 

recession. “The city was in a financial cri-

sis and had to let go a significant number 

of staff,” he said. At the time, Cortez said, 

Larry Pennell was the city manager.

Council members then were Cortez, 

Danny Espitia, Cherylee Wegman, Larry 

Pearson and Fred West. (West and Pearson 

have since passed away). Wegman said she 

didn’t know why the city is currently expe-

Well #5 is on 8th Street.

See WASCO Page 5

See CHILDREN'S Page 5 See SCHOOLS Page 5

Ignoring water woes

costing city now

Kids perform Lion King
SHAFTER

The Lion King cast performed three shows over the weekend.

Schools open
with distance
learning only

WASCO

SHAFTER

Hola, Vecino.¡Hoy es un gran día para ahorrar dinero junto con tu oficina local de GEICO!

Trenea Smart  |  661-431-1780  |  2720 Calloway Drive, Bakersfield | geico.com/bakersfield

¡Ofrecemos 

Seguro de Hogar 

También!

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO

Para averiguar cuánto puedes ahorrar en tu seguro de auto y recibir una cotización, ponte en contacto con Trenea Smart.Bakersfield
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TONI DEROSAThe Wasco TribuneWith the cost of Kern County Fire De-partment service expected to rise, the city 
manager of 
Shafter sug-gested that his city and Wasco jointly seek alternatives to the KCFD with a cost-sharing agreement. 

Wasco City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Her-nandez said getting the Board of Supervisors to consider such an approach could be dif-fi cult. Ortiz-Hernandez also said a detailed evaluation needs to be done to determine exactly what services the fi re department provides and to compare costs with private companies. 
The City Council also addressed the pur-

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressShafter will host a group of representa-tives from nine cities to review a new reim-b u r s e m e n t 
proposal that 
was put before the Kern County Board of Supervisors.

 The proposal would drastically increase the fi re services costs for the nine cities. Those cities are: Shafter, Wasco, Taft, Mc-Farland, Delano, California City, Tehachapi, Maricopa and Arvin.
A study done by the Kern County Fire De-partment found that those cities had been sub-stantially underpaying for services provided by the Kern County Fire Department. The structure of the proposal would change the 

Fire cost-sharing pact eyedAlternative to 
KCFD sought Shafter to host

9-city panel

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe Richland School District had planned to begin in-person schooling on Aug. 6, but that was before Governor New-som restricted school districts to distance learning in counties on the state’s watch list. That made it necessary for Kern County schools to teach via the internet.While distance learning presents a series of challenges, the Richland School District has made the learning a positive experience by integrating lessons with sessions that al-

low the students to communicate with one another, even if it is not face to face.The school day begins for sixth-grade teacher Candie Springer by logging on to their classroom, while the students log on to join the class, followed by roll call. Roll is taken by the students un-muting their mi-crophones announcing “here,” with their picture popping up on the screen. Each student is equipped with a laptop with a 

A teacher describes herdistance learning day

See A TEACHER'S Page 8 Candie Springer teaches her class from her home.

TONI DEROSAThe Wasco TribuneYou can’t walk anywhere in Wasco with-out seeing people wearing masks. Businesses are now requiring customers to wear a mask in order to enter enter the establishment.Masks are the fi rst line of protection against the covid-19 corona-virus, and those who don’t wear one are risking either getting sick or getting some-one else sick.
Many people keep a mask handy in their vehicle so they can pop it on while walking into a business.

Walmart, which had been ambivalent about masks, now enforces them once you enter the store.
Customers ordering take-out must also wear a mask when picking up their order.Employees at Café 101, Walmart, Star-bucks, True Value, Dollar Tree, The Dollar Store, hair salons, Fiesta Market, Hong Kong Restaurant and the smaller shops on 7th  Street all require customers to wear a mask when entering.

Large stores like Walmart and many smaller shops also have social distancing 

markers for their customers.At PrimeX, all employees wear a mask, as well as a protective smock and gloves when they enter the business.
The FastStrip Market on Poso also asks 

customers to wear a maskWith school starting last week, students and all teachers and staff all wore masks.Kern County Sheriff’s Offi ce Lieutenant Peter Martinez said at a City Council meeting that with people wearing masks, it’s more dif-fi cult to determine who is a criminal because everyone comes in wearing a mask.

Face it, wearing masks has caught on

SHAFTER

WASCO

Masks are all in the family with the Herreras visiting from Palm Springs.

ABOVE: A Houchin  blood donor waits for his turn. RIGHT: Stu-dents from Palm Avenue School pose with their masks.

See FIRE Page 8

See SHAFTER Page 8

SHAFTER

The Shafter City Council discusses plans to relocate the Regional Transit Bus 
stop to Stringham Park
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE 
PROPERTY TAX 

DEFAULT(DELINQUENT) LIST 
Pursuant to Sections 3371, 
Revenue and Taxation Code, the 
Published Delinquent List in and 
for Kern County, State of 
California, has been divided and 
distributed to various 
newspapers of general 
circulation published in said 
county, for publication of a 
portion thereof in each of said 
newspapers. 
NOTICE OF DELINQUENT TAXES 

I, Jordan Kaufman, Kern County 
Treasurer and Tax Collector, 
State of California, certify as 
follows: 
Notice of non-payment of the 
amount due for taxes, 
assessments, and other charges 
levied in the Year 2018 for the 
Fiscal Year 2018-2019, are 
shown in dollars and cents 
opposite the names contained 
in the list below. The real 
properties on which such 
amounts were liens, by 
operation of law, in my office at 
the Kern County Administration 
Building, City of Bakersfield, Kern 
County, declared to be in default 
at the close of business on the 
30th day of June 2019. 
Tax-defaulted real property may 
be redeemed by payment of all 
unpaid taxes and assessments 
together with additional 
penalties and fees as prescribed 
by law since the default date 
above, or may be redeemed 
under an installment plan of 
redemption. The amount 
published is the amount owing if 
paid on or before 8/31/2020. 
All information concerning the 
amount to redeem after 
8/31/2020, or initiation of an 
installment plan of 
redemption will, upon request, 
be furnished by the County 
Treasurer-Tax Collector, 1115 
Truxtun Avenue, Second Floor, 
Bakersfield, California, (661) 
868-3490, E-Mail:  
TTC@kerncounty.com, 
Website: 
http://www.kcttc.co.kern.ca.us 
I certify (or declare) under 
penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 
JORDAN  KAUFMAN 
TREASURER AND TAX  
COLLECTOR 
COUNTY OF KERN 
Executed at Bakersfield, Kern 
County on August 21, 2020. 

PARCEL NUMBERING SYSTEM 
EXPLANATION 

A parcel numbering system is a 
numerical system for referring to 
each parcel or property within 
Kern County. The standard 
parcel numbering system 
consists of, first, the map book 
number; secondly, the page 
number within the map book, 
and block number if one exists; 
and the parcel number within 
the block. By this system a 
county is divided into 
geographical areas called map 
books, each map book into 
geographical areas called pages, 
each page into blocks, and each 
block into parcels as owned and 
used. The maps referred to are 
available for inspection in the 
office of the Kern County 
Assessor - Recorder at 1115 
Truxtun Avenue, Second Floor, 
Bakersfield, California 93301. 
EXAMPLE: Parcel Number: 
052-623-13-01-1 
052 - Book 52 of Assessor's Maps 

623 - Map Page 62 and Block 3 
 13 - Parcel 13 within Block 3 
 01 - Indicates partial ownership 
     when not 00 
1 - Check digit for numerical 
      processing integrity 

PROPERTY TAX-DEFAULTED IN THE 
YEAR 2019, FOR TAXES, ASSESSMENTS 
AND OTHER CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL 

YEAR 2018 - 2019 
AG 20, LLC 
026-661-18-00-0 $5,014.45 
ALBIAR, TERESA 
090-223-28-00-4 $1,855.70 
ALBRAE EQUITIES, LLC 
026-061-15-00-7 $1,250.58 
ALONSO, ANGIE D 
026-604-10-00-9 $975.48 
AMC INVESTORS, LLC 
027-250-13-00-6 $3,482.25 
ANDREOTTI, LOUIS JR 
087-160-19-01-5 $426.26 
087-200-05-03-3 $291.49 
087-200-36-00-6 $112.00 
087-200-37-00-9 $2,510.64 
087-200-39-00-5 $286.70 
100-030-08-00-2 $1,617.76 
ARIAS, JOSE TRINIDAD MEDINA 
089-060-30-00-2 $927.78 
BAILEY, DON H & HANSEN, MARIE 
086-280-04-00-0 $63.45 
BAIR, JOHN R 
099-110-04-00-4 $48.52 
BAKER, MILDRED 
099-040-19-00-8 $72.28 
BALDERRAMA, JOSE LUIS & CARMEN 
026-142-06-00-1 $191.50 
BERKOWITZ, MANUEL P & MILDRED 
102-150-21-00-8 $49.51 
BORNA, STEVE 
090-222-17-00-5 $399.33 
086-330-19-00-8 $57.27 
BURINGTON, ROBERT C 
099-071-16-00-5 $66.77 
BYROM, STANLEY C II & JULIE A 
099-180-06-00-1 $48.52 
CAMACHO, ARMANDO 
028-260-03-00-7 $695.36 
CATALAN, RUDY & BERTHA 
026-712-21-00-9 $1,044.30 
CERVANTES, EDGAR T & MAYRA 
028-592-38-00-9 $70.80 
CRONON, WINFRED E SR & WILMA 
102-160-19-00-6 $112.12 
DAVARY GROUP, INC 
026-220-06-00-0 $7,661.52 
DE LUNA, PETE ALLEN 
026-102-16-00-8 $2,516.55 
DELGADO, MARTINEZ MARTIN 
090-132-23-00-6 $1,166.13 
DISCOUNTY DISTRS CORP 
086-330-17-00-2 $62.46 
DOMINGUEZ, ADOLFO & KIMBERLY A 
028-482-15-00-0 $1,412.72 
DURAN, MARIO 
026-671-13-00-8 $3,729.21 
EL KADDOUM, ARISTOTALES F 
099-081-01-00-4 $63.36 
FULL CIRCLE PROP CORP 
089-051-25-00-2 $2,380.02 
GARZA, ROBERTO C & MARIBEL 
026-592-08-00-8 $4,940.16 
GIOVANNETTI, JOHN B 
028-561-22-00-6 $2,230.42 
GIVENS, CHAD 
089-181-22-00-1 $164.94 
GOLO, LLC 
090-260-51-00-1 $2,022.44 
GONZALEZ, TERESA R 
026-542-04-00-1 $1,353.01 
JAMES E GRADDY REV FAMILY TRUST 
026-132-17-00-0 $2,172.07 
GROSS, RICHARD P 
099-200-29-00-3 $58.52 
HALL, ROCKY H & BUFFY A 
090-170-25-00-0 $1,383.68 
HAWK, BROOK A 
099-081-02-00-7 $61.36 
099-082-04-00-0 $62.01 
HAWTHORNE COMMUNITY HOSP, INC 
099-090-27-00-6 $78.14 
HERNANDEZ, AMBAR & RUIZ, CORNELO 
JR 
026-661-22-00-1 $293.27 
HOLDER, CRICKET LIANE 
099-272-13-00-1 $85.76 
HOLDER, DENNIS 
100-100-22-00-2 $16,651.05 
IBARRA, JAVIER 
026-601-03-00-8 $261.07 
MICHAEL D KROEKER REVOCABLE 
TRUST 
089-070-49-00-1 $10,116.60 
KUHNERT, CARRIE B 
099-190-11-00-8 $75.81 
LLANAS, GERONIMO R & JUANITA E 
089-051-13-00-7 $928.62 
LOPEZ, JAVIER 
026-080-32-00-5 $316.39 
LUNDHOLM, B E 
099-050-04-00-7 $48.52 
MARQUEZ, FRANCISCO 
026-484-12-00-1 $661.01 
MARTELLO, JOSEPH C & TAMARA L 
091-280-10-00-5 $142.48 
MC NABB, SUSIE M 
090-040-02-00-5 $1,044.63 
MILLER, ROBERT & ALLEN, OLIVIA 
028-430-04-00-9 $638.87 
ROBERT & SHIRLEY MIZNER LIV TRUST 
090-131-27-00-1 $2,508.41 
NIETO, MARIO DURAN 
026-080-47-00-9 $3,818.74 
OCAMPO, ELADIO 
026-310-17-00-8 $2,879.49 
PANTAGES, RODNEY A TR & LLOYD ET 
AL 
099-240-16-00-7 $75.81 
PAUL & THAYER TRUST 
100-200-23-00-4 $127.19 
QUANTUM LAND SERV, LLC 
099-280-09-00-9 $583.05 
REA, JOSE A & GARCIA, BULE 
090-110-05-00-4 $625.42 
REED, PAUL 

026-030-23-00-4 $821.99 
RILEY, WILLIAM A JR & VERA L 
087-110-02-03-8 $2,215.52 
RODRIGUEZ, VICTOR 
026-661-20-00-5 $1,157.33 
ROMERO, MARIA C 
089-051-20-00-7 $33.55 
SALAZAR, JOSEPHINA C 
090-222-10-00-4 $2,636.36 
SANCHEZ, ANDELA MEZA DE 
026-331-02-00-7 $2,131.79 
SANCHEZ, SANDRA 
026-064-03-00-3 $1,143.10 
SEKHON, GURMIT S & PREMJIT 
026-220-05-00-7 $13,191.40 
026-260-11-00-6 $17,321.56 
SHARROCK, JODY L 
026-191-01-00-4 $4,960.67 
SMITH, JOE E JR 
090-040-39-00-3 $573.84 
SMITH, JOSEPH EARL SR 
090-040-43-00-4 $321.85 
SUFFIN, STEPHEN H TRS ET AL 
086-312-39-00-4 $46.06 
TAVAKOLI, RAY F 
102-190-35-00-1 $67.39 
TORABI FAMILY TRUST 
087-250-13-00-4 $31.12 
WILSON, JULIA 
090-120-43-00-7 $1,365.28 
NOSREDNA A YHTOMIT TRUST 
101-052-16-00-2 $1,468.34 
101-052-27-00-4 $337.17 
101-150-20-00-8 $183.74 
101-051-09-00-5 $1,717.29 
101-051-31-00-8 $614.05 
101-052-01-00-8 $706.21 
ZAVALA, JUAN 
028-131-09-00-4 $1,228.84 
ZIRANGUA, LEOPOLDO 
101-181-01-00-9 $4,026.97 
DATED THIS 17th  DAY OF AUG 2020  
Publish Shafter Press August 27, 
September 3, 2020 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Tjaarda Farming Co
2020-B3261

34929 Flyover Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93308
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
34929 Flyover Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93308
Wegis & Young Property Manage-
ment, LLC
34929 Flyover Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93308
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by Lim-
ited Liability Company
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Michael C. Young, President
Date Statement Filed: 07/25/2020
Date Statement Expires: 07/25/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press August 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Wasco Agro Services
2020-B3067

17455 Wasco Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
P.O. Box 1025
Wasco, CA 93280
Jason Wayne Keillor
17455 Wasco Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
01/01/1970
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 

or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Jason Keillor
Date Statement Filed: 07/13/2020
Date Statement Expires: 07/13/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press August 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Statement of Abandonment Of

Use Of Fictitious Business Name
Wasco Agro Services

281 Pine St
Shafter, CA 93263
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
P.O. Box 1025
Wasco, CA 93280
Jason Keillor
17455 Wasco Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
I declare that all information in this 
Statement is true and correct. (A 
registrant who declares as true in-
formation, which he or she knows to 
be false, is guilty of a crime.)
Business was conducted by: General 
Partnership
/s/Jason Keillor, Partner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2016-B0715
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
02/01/2016
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 07/13/2020
Mary B. Bedard, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco, Deputy
Publish Shafter Press August 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Dermscapes Medical Spa and 
Laser Center, Inc.

2020-B3322
Dermscapes Medical Spa

2020-B3323
9840 Brimhall Rd Ste 200
Bakersfield, CA 93312
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
9840 Brimhall Rd Ste 200
Bakersfield, CA 93312
Dermscapes Medical Spa and Laser 
Center, Inc.
9840 Brimhall Rd Ste 200
Bakersfield, CA 93312
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Cor-
poration
Date the business commenced: 
04/20/2009
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Belinda A. Senar, President
Date Statement Filed: 07/27/2020
Date Statement Expires: 07/27/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Edmiaston
Publish Shafter Press August 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

kern keys
2020-B3205

8609 Winlock Street
Bakersfield, CA 93312
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
8609 Winlock Street

Bakersfield, CA 93312
Madeline Najarian
8609 Winlock Street
Bakersfield, CA 93312
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
10/11/2017
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of an-
other under federal, state or common 
law (see Section 14411 et seq., busi-
ness and professions code.)
/s/Madeline Najarian
Date Statement Filed: 07/21/2020
Date Statement Expires: 07/21/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press August 20, 27, 
September 3, 10, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
Big Joe’s Tacos

2020-B3291
230 Elm St.
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
230 Elm St.
Shafter, CA 93263
Jose Luis Ayon Espinoza
230 Elm St.
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 07-
10-2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Jose Luis Ayon Espinoza
Date Statement Filed: 07/25/2020
Date Statement Expires: 07/25/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press August 20, 27, 
September 3, 10, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Touch of Shine Mobile Wash
2020-B3408

456 Golden West Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
456 Golden West Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
Daniel Ramos Silva JR
456 Golden West Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Daniel Silva JR
Date Statement Filed: 07/30/2020
Date Statement Expires: 07/30/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Edmiaston
Publish Shafter Press August 20, 27, 
September 3, 10, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Shafter-Wasco 

IRRIGATION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A 

MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION

FOR THE ROTATIONAL 
FALLOWING PROJECT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District 
(SWID) plans to adopt a negative 
declaration for the Shafter-Wasco 
Irrigation District Voluntary Rota-
tional Land Fallowing Program Proj-
ect. The public hearing will be held 
by the District’s Board of Directors 
on Monday September 30th, 2020 
at 1:00pm, at the District Office, 
16294 Central Valley Hwy, Wasco, 
CA 93280. 
To comply with SGMA, a Ground-
water Sustainability Plan (GSP) was 
developed for crucial groundwa-
ter basins in California.  The Kern 
Groundwater Authority (KGA) is one 
of eleven (11) Groundwater Sus-
tainability Agency’s (GSAs) within 
the San Joaquin Valley.  SWID is a 
member of the KGA.  In 2015, SWID 
began implementation of the SWID 
Recharge Project to help achieve 
sustainable groundwater levels and 
avoid the corresponding adverse 
environmental and economic bur-
den associated with groundwater 
declines, including increased use of 
power and energy resources as well 
as the potential for fallowing of agri-
cultural lands in the District.
The main sustainability goal is to 
maintain an economically viable 
groundwater resource.  One of the 
multi-pronged approaches is to 
provide a program to allow the fal-
lowing of agricultural lands for the 
purpose of reducing water demands 
relying less on groundwater sources 
for agricultural irrigation.  Long-term 
groundwater sustainability goals are 
to implement project and manage-
ment actions to both increase wa-
ter supplies and reduce demands 
within SWID’s management basin. 
Specific to the reduction in irrigation 
demand, SWID proposes a Voluntary 
Rotational Land Fallowing Program. 
The SWID Board of Directors would 
decide annually if there is a need 
to fallow land to reduce irrigation 
water demand and if there would be 
a sufficient budget available in the 
Program and Management Action 
portion of the SWID Management 
Area 2 (MA-2) budget to compen-
sate the landowners for fallowing 
efforts. 
Pursuant to the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act (CEQA), an 
Initial Study/Negative Declaration 
has been prepared, describing the 
degree of potential environmental 
impacts of the proposed project. The 
District has assessed the potential 
environmental impacts of this pro-
posed project and has determined 
that they will be less than signifi-
cant. Copies of the Initial Study and 
proposed Mitigated Negative Decla-
ration are on file and available for 
public review at the District Office, 
16294 Central Valley Hwy, Wasco, 
CA 93280. The public review period 
during which the District will receive 
comments on the proposed Nega-
tive Declaration will begin on August 
27, 2020 and end on September 
28, 2020. Comments should be in 
writing, if possible, and addressed 
to Dena Giacomini at Provost & 
Pritchard, 1800 30th Street, Suite 
280, Bakersfield CA 93301, or at 
dgiacomini@ppeng.com.  
The site has been reviewed in ac-
cordance with Government Code 
Section 65962.5 and is not listed as 
hazardous waste or materials site.  
Publish Shafter Press August 27, 
2020

enough people are wearing 
a mask in the downtown 
and residential areas. Dean-
na Rodriguez-Root, a mem-
ber of the Richland Board 
of Trustees, said more 
needs to be done to make 
sure residents are adhering 
to the recommendations of 
the Kern Public Health De-
partment. 

When Rodriguez-Root 
contacted the health de-
partment, she asked how 
the mask recommendation 
could be enforced. Was it 
the city’s job to enforce the 
recommendation, the police 
department’s job, or the job 
of the residents themselves? 
She was told that it is nei-
ther the city’s nor its police 
department’s job to enforce 

the recommendation.
“I was told that it is the 

county’s job to police this 
recommendation,” Rodri-
guez-Root said. “People 
need to call them when 
observing violations by 
businesses that are not fol-
lowing the county’s  guide-
lines.”

 “I really think it is the 
mayor’s duty to get some-
thing done in this area,” 
Root continued. “I think 
that it starts with him.”

At this point, the recom-
mendation by the county is 
just that, a recommendation 
that residents wear masks 
in public. Businesses have 
been told that they have to 
see to it that their customers 
wear a mask for the safety 
of themselves and their 

staff.
The city has been re-

luctant to police the mask 
policy, deciding to use peer 

pressure, which has been  
recommended by the coun-
ty, and a clear message on 
the advantage of wearing a 

mask in the fight against the 
virus.

Meanwhile, the city has 
been trying to navigate mu-

nicipal operations. Kern 
County remains on the state 
watch list. All non-essential 
businesses are closed to 

inside business, relegating 
those that want to stay in 
operation to do so outdoors.

This week saw a de-
crease in new virus cases 
in Shafter, with a total of 
1075 confirmed cases, 
while Wasco has over 1,200 
as of Aug. 24. There were 
under 100 new cases in 
Shafter. However, the de-
crease could be because of 
the lag time in cases being 
confirmed due to a backlog 
of tests being processed.

City Manager Gabriel 
Gonzalez issued an execu-
tive order allowing Shafter 
businesses to use their out-
door space for operation 
without having to obtain 
special permits with fees 
attached to them. The fees 
were waived, allowing busi-

nesses to operate in parking 
lots, or any outdoor areas on 
site.

This has resulted in sev-
eral restaurants setting up 
outdoor dining areas, com-
plete with misters in some 
instances to keep customers 
as cool as possible.

With the rising tem-
peratures, the city has also 
opened its cooling center at 
the Walker Senior Center, 
from 1 to 8 p.m., on days 
that the mercury passes 105 
degrees. Operated by the 
Shafter Recreation Depart-
ment, the cooling center 
offers a safe and cool place 
to endure the heat wave. 
Residents are encouraged 
to bring a book, games, or 
other hobbies to help them 
fill the time.

Shafter launches wear-a-mask campaign

“People need to call the 
county when observing 

violations by businesses.” 
– Deanna Rodriguez-Root, 
member of Richland Board 

of Trustees

From Page 1

Mayor Tilo Cortez announced this week that appoint-
ment-only Covid-19 testing is now available in Wasco at 
the Wasco Library, 1102 7th St., Tuesday-Saturday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Those interested in getting a test should be aware of: An appointment is necessary by calling 888-634-
1123.
 Face coverings are required. No drive-thru service. Insurance is accepted.

Hi, neighbor! Drop by anytime.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICO
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Quality gas for a very low price!!!Purchase 10 Gallon or more and get a free Fountain Drink!!!Breakfast & Grill 3AM-12PM Call in your order at 661-746-6082.Open Mon-Sat 3AM-2AM • Sunday 5am-1am

127 S Shafter Ave, Shafter, CA 93263
Western Union, Money Orders, Pay BillsAuthorized for City of Shafter and PG&E Bills

Hot Deli All Day
Ice Cold Beer

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe Shafter City Council got a sneak peek at the 2020-21 budget at a special meeting Monday night.The budget is very different than what had been pro-jected in earlier discussions, primarily the result of the effects of the coronavirus pandemic.Consultant William Stadler, who was retained by the city to help them form the budget, presented the coun-cil with an overview that included a drastic reduction in capital improvement projects that the city had previ-ously slated for the next fiscal year.In a move that is being called a “chilling,” the Coun-cil has been advised to pause improvement projects that 

had been budgeted the current fiscal year, but had not moved forward as yet. They decided to move forward to completion with the projects that have already been started, but to hold off on new projects. “They are still in the budget, but they will be chilled and will not be moved forward on until 2021-2022,” said City Manager Gabriel Gonzales.
Another “chill” on the agenda is limiting hiring, including 11 open positions that have not been filled. The council was advised to fill four of those vacancies, including two of the four positions open for police offi-

Sales tax continues to lead the city in revenue.

See BUILDINGS Page 4

‘Chilling’ budget preview

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe Shafter City Council approved a resolution that 
allows the city to receive almost $700,000 in emergency 
funds for the Covid-19 pan-demic. The council also extended its state of local emergency, which enables City 
Manager Gabriel Gonzales to act if an emergency calls for 
it.

It also keeps the city open for additional reimbursement 
for costs as a result of the crisis.The County of Kern recently received $157 million in 
funds for the crisis. Shafter’s share of the funds came to 
$698,000.

The council also approved an agreement with Balance Public Relations, whose job will be to protect the City of Shafter’s inter-ests during the closing process of the MCCF, which is supposedly going to be closed by the end of 2021, if not sooner. The company is headed by 
Shafter High Graduate Dean Florez.The closure of the facility will cost the city an estimated 
$1.8 million annual loss in revenue. It is not clear what will 
become of the facility once it is closed.Also on the agenda was a proposal to raise residential 
rates by Varner Bros. and American Refuse for the residen-
tial areas that they cover, including the Gossamer Grove 
area. The raise for this coming year will be 2.9%. This does 
not affect the core city of Shafter -- serviced by the city of 
Shafter -- except for the commercial businesses.In other council action, the property at 402 Central was 
declared as surplus land and not necessary for the city’s use, 
putting the building and parking lot up for sale. Shafter/
Wasco Publishing is in the space now, along empty space 
that housed the former Brookside Deli. Any plans for de-
veloping the land must be approved by the city beforehand, 
according to the council’s resolution.

City gets $700k for Covid-19
Council plans for
prison closure

SHAFTER

WASCO

WASCO

Testing site opens

TONI DEROSA
Wasco TribuneThere are three types  of students who attend Wasco Independence High School, Principal Martin Lonza said as the school pre-pared its commence-ment ceremony for 105 graduates: students who have fared poorly at larger schools, adults who are seeking their high school diploma, and students studying from home. 

The first type of student, he said, are those who come to Independence High because they’ve fallen behind in their coursework, had spotty attendance “and need a smaller, more focused environment to succeed.” Many of these students have experienced gaps in attendance, failed multiple courses, lost interest in school, are par-ents or had discipline issues. “Many simply perform better in a school that can focus more on them as indi-vidual,” he said.
 “There are as many reasons for placing a student at WIHS as there are students,” Lonza said. The criteria are simple: “Is a student at risk of not completing high 

school, and are they better served in the WIHS environ-ment?”
 A second group of students are those in the adult education program.
 “This program is primarily for any person over the age of 18 who has not yet received a high school diploma or needs to learn English,” Lonza said. “The students who graduate from the program have now com-pleted the requirements for a diploma.” The third most common type of student are those in 

105 graduate WIHS
Struggling students
get their reward

See GRADUATION Page 4

Speaker Lucio Rivera
Speaker Pearla Hernandez

Ryan Rodriguez, graduate speaker for Wasco In-dependence High School.

The closure of the facility will cost the 
city an estimated

$1.8 million in lost revenue annually.

Your hometown newspaper.

Support your local paper.
Read it.

Subscribe by calling Erica Soriano at 661-292-5100. In your mailbox every week, 
it’s only $49 a year. Or pick up a free copy at drops all over town.

Contribute to it.
Call Editor Jamie Stewart with news tips at jstewart@TheShafterPress.com or

 661-292-5100. Call or e-mail Erica Soriano with calendar items at
 esoriano@TheShafterPress.com or 661-292-5100.

Advertise in it.
Reach Wasco people to sell your products or services fast! Contact Kathy Smithee today 

to find out what’s best for you. She’s at 661-661-5100 or ksmithee@TheShafterPress.com

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

It took over four years to open the new-

est restaurant in Wasco.

Posts were spotted on Facebook last 

week asking Panda Express would open – 

not an uncommon questions the couple of 

years -- and fi nally, on Saturday , the restau-

rant saw a line of cars waiting in the drive-

thru.
Panda Express’ application was brought 

to the City Council four years ago but sev-

eral negotiations needed to take place be-

fore the restaurant could obtain its desired 

spot in front of the Walmart Supercenter on 

Highway 46.

Cars were lined up all the way to the en-

trance of the Walmart parking lot for most 

of the day. Drivers were courteous, and 

patiently waited their turn at the drive-up 

window. Walk-in traffi c was also high be-

cause people did not know what to expect 

and whether guests would be allowed to sit 

down and enjoy their meal or order and take 

it out.
The restaurant set up some rules for en-

trance.

Hola, Vecino.
¡Hoy es un gran día para ahorrar dinero junto con tu oficina local de GEICO!

Trenea Smart  |  661-431-1780  |  2720 Calloway Drive, Bakersfield | geico.com/bakersfield

¡Ofrecemos 

Seguro de Hogar 

También!

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2019 GEICOPara averiguar cuánto puedes ahorrar en tu seguro de auto y recibir una cotización, ponte en contacto con Trenea Smart.
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The Shafter Press

Shafter has a new Distinguished 

Young Woman, and her name is 

Shelbee Ramos.

With the 

competition held online, including 

video interviews, taping their routines, 

including Self Expression and the Tal-

ent competitions, this year’s program 

navigated through unchartered terri-

tory.
With the event originally scheduled 

for Friday, March 20, the coronavirus 

situation made it necessary to fi rst 

postpone the program. According to 

Toni Franz of the Shafter DYW pro-

gram, the event was shifted to June 

at Shafter’s Ford Theater, with safety 

guidelines in place. 

With the restrictions still too much 

for the program to go on as planned, 

it was decided to hold the event online, with the con-

testants recording their routines and going through their 

interviews online. 

Ramos won the title, which includes a $2,000 schol-

arship. She also received the Physical Fitness award and 

the Scholastic award, good for another $400 in scholar-

ships. Alicia Pompa was named the First Alternate and 

received a $1,500 scholarship award. Pompa also won a 

$200 scholarship for taking top honors in the Self Ex-

pression phase of the competition.

Second Alternate is Santana Delarosa, which came 

Even virtually,

Shelbee Ramos

is Distinguished

Young Woman

SHAFTER

Big day for Panda

Patience pays off for diners  

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

A statue at St. John’s 

Evangelical Catholic 

Church was vandalized last 

week.
The 

statue that stood on a pedes-

tal at the side of the church 

on 9th Place was disfi gured 

after someone removed the 

head and arms.

“There is no clear evi-

dence as to who did this,” 

Father Raul Sanchez-Flores 

said. “The church’s cam-

era only captured shadows, 

and the camera across the 

street was too far away.” All 

Sanchez-Flores could verify 

was that someone saw a per-

son cross the street but was 

unsure what weapon they 

used. He said the incident 

only took about 20 seconds.

The statue’s head and 

arms were cut off, and the 

parts were found scattered 

at the foot of the statue.

“At fi rst I was angry, 

then I was depressed and 

now I’m frustrated,” said 

Sanchez-Flores.

On Monday, he noticed 

“someone had covered 

the statue with a white 

shroud.”
Sanchez-Flores said he 

hopes to open the church 

to regular services in July. 

“We can only seat about 

100 in the church at one 

time due to the COVID-19 

regulations,” he said. “Our 

5 p.m. Saturday mass and 

Sunday 10 a.m. mass will 

both be in English.”

St. John’s Church

statue is vandalized

St. John’s Church statue wrapped up after vandalism.

See ST. JOHN'S Page 4

See LINES Page 5

Customers waited in line to place their order or be rung up by the cashier.

WASCO

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The City of Shafter has reopened government buildings, 

including City Hall, with safety restrictions in place.

At a recent City Coun-

cil meeting, City Manager 

Gabriel Gonzales said, “We are opening our city build-

ings to the public on Monday. But, we will be observ-

ing safety guidelines to protect our staff, as well as the 

residents.”
Upon arriving at City Hall, visitors are met with a cou-

ple of canopies that are in use in case of lines outside of 

the building. There is a limit of two people that are allowed 

in the public areas of the buildings at one time; a posting 

reminds those coming inside that a facemask is required. 

Social distancing is in force, too.

Making an appointment may be required.  “It depends 

on what department you are going to.”  The assistant to the 

city manager, Rachel Zermeno, said.

For example, if you have business with the city man-

ager or city clerk, you are required to make an appoint-

ment by calling 661-746-5000 or by emailing Zermeno at 

rzermeno@shafter.com or City Clerk Yazmina Pallares at 

ypallares@shafter.com.

If you are visiting the human resources offi ce, it is by 

appointment only also. You need to email hr@shafter.com, 

or call 661-746-5003.

For the fi nance offi ce, which includes questions re-

garding utility payments, business licenses, and new 

service, the offi ce is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and is 

open during lunch. You can call 661-746-5001 with any 

questions, although residents are encouraged to pay bills 

online.
If you need to go to the city services offi ce, with ques-

tions regarding building permits, parks and Veterans Hall 

rentals, and planning and code enforcement, the offi ce is 

open to the public from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and are open during 

lunch. Their phone number is 661-746-5002.

Rebuild
begins
City opens
its offi ces

Shelbee Ramos, Distinguished Young Woman.

Alicia Pompa won First Alternate 

and the Self Expression awards.
Second Alternate is Santana 

Delarosa.

See DYW Page 5
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PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF WASCO

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals for the work en-
titled:
BID BOOK FOR
Re-Roofing of the City Annex Build-
ing 
will be received at the Office of the 
City Clerk of the CITY OF WASCO, 
746 8th Street, WASCO, California, 
until 2:00 AM on September 22, 
2020 at which time they will be 
publicly opened and read.
General work description:  
The work to be done includes, but 
is not limited to the following: De-
molition of old roofing material on 
both flat and pitched roof. Repair or 
replace broken roofing lumber in-
cluding roofing support braces for 
exterior decorative wall, re-install 
new roofing material and other 
items or details not mentioned 
above, that are required by typical 
construction, Standard Specifica-
tions or these special provisions.
A mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting is 
scheduled for September 8, 2020 
at 9:00 AM, at WASCO City Hall, 
746 8th Street, WASCO, Califor-
nia.  This meeting is to inform bid-
ders of project requirements and 
subcontractors of subcontracting 
and material supply opportunities. 
Questions in writing will be ac-
cepted until September 15, 2020 
by 3:00 PM. 
The contractor shall possess a City 
Business License and a Class “A or 
C-39” license at the time this con-
tract is awarded. 
This contract is subject to state 
contract nondiscrimination and 
compliance requirements pursu-
ant to Government Code, Section 
12990.  
A contractor or subcontractor shall 
not be qualified to bid on, be listed 
in a bid proposal, subject to the re-
quirements of Section 4104 of the 
Public Contract Code, or engage in 
the performance of any contract 
for public work, as defined in this 
chapter, unless currently registered 
and qualified to perform public 
work pursuant to Section 1725.5. 
It is not a violation of this section 
for an unregistered contractor to 
submit a bid that is authorized 
by Section 7029.1 of the Busi-
ness and Professions Code or by 

Section 10164 or 20103.5 of the 
Public Contract Code, provided the 
contractor is registered to perform 
public work pursuant to Section 
1725.5 at the time the contract is 
awarded.
Inquiries or questions based on 
alleged patent ambiguity of the 
plans, specifications or estimate 
must be communicated as a bidder 
inquiry prior to bid opening.  Any 
such inquiries or questions, sub-
mitted after bid opening, will not be 
treated as a bid protest.  
Technical questions should be 
directed to Wayne Jackson, tele-
phone (661) 758-2746.
RFP bid documents may be ob-
tained after noon on August 24, 
2020, for a NONREFUNDABLE FEE 
OF $10.00 per set from:
CITY OF WASCO
746 8th Street, WASCO, CA 93280
(661) 758-7215
An additional charge of ten dollars 
($10.00) per set will be made for 
mailing.
OR
Email CITYCLERK@CITYOFWASCO.
ORG to request a PDF copy of the 
Plans and Specifications.
Pursuant to Section 1773 of the 
Labor Code, the general prevail-
ing wage rates in the county, or 
counties, in which the work is to 
be done have been determined by 
the Director of the California De-
partment of Industrial Relations.  
These wages are set forth in the 
General Prevailing Wage Rates for 
this project, available at CITY OF 
WASCO City Hall, 746 8th Street, 
WASCO, California, and available 
from the California Department of 
Industrial Relations’ Internet web 
site at http://www.dir.ca.gov.  The 
Federal minimum wage rates for 
this project as predetermined by 
the United States Secretary of La-
bor are set forth in the books is-
sued for bidding purposes entitled 
“Bid Book,” and in copies of this 
book that may be examined at 
the offices described above where 
project plans, special provisions, 
and proposal forms may be seen.  
Addenda to modify the Federal 
minimum wage rates, if necessary, 
will be issued to holders of “Bid 
Books.”  Future effective general 
prevailing wage rates, which have 
been predetermined and are on file 
with the California Department of 
Industrial Relations are referenced 
but not printed in the general pre-
vailing wage rates.
Attention is directed to the Federal 
minimum wage rate requirements 
in the books entitled “Bid Book.”  If 
there is a difference between the 
minimum wage rates predeter-
mined by the Secretary of Labor 
and the general prevailing wage 
rates determined by the Director 
of the California Department of In-
dustrial Relations for similar clas-
sifications of labor, the Contractor 
and subcontractors shall pay not 
less than the higher wage rate.  
The Department will not accept 
lower State wage rates not specifi-
cally included in the Federal mini-
mum wage determinations.  This 
includes “helper” (or other classi-
fications based on hours of experi-
ence) or any other classification not 
appearing in the Federal wage de-
terminations.  Where Federal wage 
determinations do not contain the 
State wage rate determination 
otherwise available for use by the 
Contractor and subcontractors, 
the Contractor and subcontractors 
shall pay not less than the Fed-
eral minimum wage rate that most 
closely approximates the duties of 
the employees in question.

CITY OF WASCO, CITY CLERK   /s/ 
Maria Martinez      
DATED 8/20/20
Publish Wasco Tribune August 27, 
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Shafter-Wasco 

IRRIGATION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A 

MITIGATED NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION

FOR THE ROTATIONAL 
FALLOWING PROJECT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District 
(SWID) plans to adopt a negative 
declaration for the Shafter-Wasco 
Irrigation District Voluntary Ro-
tational Land Fallowing Program 
Project. The public hearing will 
be held by the District’s Board of 
Directors on Monday September 
30th, 2020 at 1:00pm, at the Dis-
trict Office, 16294 Central Valley 
Hwy, Wasco, CA 93280. 
To comply with SGMA, a Ground-
water Sustainability Plan (GSP) was 
developed for crucial groundwa-
ter basins in California.  The Kern 
Groundwater Authority (KGA) is one 
of eleven (11) Groundwater Sus-
tainability Agency’s (GSAs) within 
the San Joaquin Valley.  SWID is a 
member of the KGA.  In 2015, SWID 
began implementation of the SWID 
Recharge Project to help achieve 
sustainable groundwater levels and 
avoid the corresponding adverse 
environmental and economic bur-
den associated with groundwater 
declines, including increased use 
of power and energy resources as 
well as the potential for fallowing of 
agricultural lands in the District.
The main sustainability goal is to 
maintain an economically viable 
groundwater resource.  One of the 
multi-pronged approaches is to 
provide a program to allow the fal-
lowing of agricultural lands for the 
purpose of reducing water demands 
relying less on groundwater sourc-
es for agricultural irrigation.  Long-
term groundwater sustainability 
goals are to implement project and 
management actions to both in-
crease water supplies and reduce 
demands within SWID’s manage-
ment basin. Specific to the reduc-
tion in irrigation demand, SWID pro-
poses a Voluntary Rotational Land 
Fallowing Program. The SWID Board 
of Directors would decide annually 
if there is a need to fallow land to 
reduce irrigation water demand and 
if there would be a sufficient budget 
available in the Program and Man-
agement Action portion of the SWID 
Management Area 2 (MA-2) budget 
to compensate the landowners for 
fallowing efforts. 
Pursuant to the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act (CEQA), an 
Initial Study/Negative Declaration 
has been prepared, describing the 
degree of potential environmen-
tal impacts of the proposed proj-
ect. The District has assessed the 
potential environmental impacts 
of this proposed project and has 
determined that they will be less 
than significant. Copies of the Ini-
tial Study and proposed Mitigated 
Negative Declaration are on file 
and available for public review at 
the District Office, 16294 Central 
Valley Hwy, Wasco, CA 93280. The 
public review period during which 
the District will receive comments 
on the proposed Negative Declara-
tion will begin on August 27, 2020 
and end on September 28, 2020. 
Comments should be in writing, if 
possible, and addressed to Dena 
Giacomini at Provost & Pritchard, 
1800 30th Street, Suite 280, Ba-

kersfield CA 93301, or at dgiaco-
mini@ppeng.com.  
The site has been reviewed in ac-
cordance with Government Code 
Section 65962.5 and is not listed 
as hazardous waste or materials 
site.  
Publish Wasco Tribune August 27, 
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wasco Mini Storage 

451 N. “F” Street 
Wasco, CA 93280
ONLINE Auction
StorageTreasures.com
Ending 9/12/20 @ 8 AM
Cleaning deposit $50
72 hours clean-out
U1312 Jorge Luis Sanchez
household
Publish Wasco Tribune August 27, 
September 3, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Grand Slam USA

2020-B3536
2236 High Street
Delano, CA 93215
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
2236 High Street
Delano, CA 93215
Christopher Butler
1317 Rounds Street
Delano, CA 93215
Isis Butler
1317 Rounds Street
Delano, CA 93215
The business is conducted by: Gen-
eral Partnership
Date the business commenced: 
08/03/2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state or common law (see Section 
14411 et seq., business and pro-
fessions code.)
/s/Christopher Butler
Date Statement Filed: 08/11/2020
Date Statement Expires: 
08/11/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press August 27, 
September 3, 10, 17, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Statement of Abandonment Of

Use Of Fictitious Business Name
Grand Slam USA

2236 High Street
Delano, CA 93215
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
2236 High Street
Delano, CA 93215
Christopher Butler
1317 Rounds Street
Delano, CA 93215
I declare that all information in this 
Statement is true and correct. (A 
registrant who declares as true in-
formation, which he or she knows 
to be false, is guilty of a crime.)
Business was conducted by: Indi-
vidual
/s/Christopher Butler, Owner
Original FBN Statement File Num-
ber: 2020-B2444
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
06-01-2020
This statement of Abandonment 
filed on: 08-07-2020
Mary B. Bedard, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez, Deputy
Publish Shafter Press August  27, 
September 3, 10, 17, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PROPERTY TAX 

DEFAULT(DELINQUENT) LIST 
Pursuant to Sections 3371, 
Revenue and Taxation Code, the 
Published Delinquent List in and 
for Kern County, State of 
California, has been divided and 
distributed to various 
newspapers of general 
circulation published in said 
county, for publication of a 
portion thereof in each of said 
newspapers. 
NOTICE OF DELINQUENT TAXES 
I, Jordan Kaufman, Kern County 
Treasurer and Tax Collector, 
State of California, certify as 
follows: 
Notice of non-payment of the 
amount due for taxes, 
assessments, and other charges 
levied in the Year 2018 for the 
Fiscal Year 2018-2019, are 
shown in dollars and cents 
opposite the names contained 
in the list below. The real 
properties on which such 
amounts were liens, by 
operation of law, in my office at 
the Kern County Administration 
Building, City of Bakersfield, Kern 
County, declared to be in default 
at the close of business on the 
30th day of June 2019. 
Tax-defaulted real property may 
be redeemed by payment of all 
unpaid taxes and assessments 
together with additional 
penalties and fees as prescribed 
by law since the default date 
above, or may be redeemed 
under an installment plan of 
redemption. The amount 
published is the amount owing if 
paid on or before 8/31/2020. 
All information concerning the 
amount to redeem after 
8/31/2020, or initiation of an 
installment plan of 
redemption will, upon request, 
be furnished by the County 
Treasurer-Tax Collector, 1115 
Truxtun Avenue, Second Floor, 
Bakersfield, California, (661) 
868-3490, E-Mail:  
TTC@kerncounty.com, 
Website: 
http://www.kcttc.co.kern.ca.us 
I certify (or declare) under 
penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 
JORDAN KAUFMAN 
TREASURER AND TAX  
COLLECTOR 
COUNTY OF KERN 
Executed at Bakersfield, Kern 
County on August 21, 2020. 

PARCEL NUMBERING SYSTEM 
EXPLANATION 

A parcel numbering system is a 
numerical system for referring to 
each parcel or property within 
Kern County. The standard 
parcel numbering system 
consists of, first, the map book 
number; secondly, the page 
number within the map book, 
and block number if one exists; 
and the parcel number within 
the block. By this system a 
county is divided into 
geographical areas called map 
books, each map book into 
geographical areas called pages, 
each page into blocks, and each 
block into parcels as owned and 
used. The maps referred to are 
available for inspection in the 
office of the Kern County 
Assessor - Recorder at 1115 
Truxtun Avenue, Second Floor, 
Bakersfield, California 93301. 
EXAMPLE: Parcel Number: 
052-623-13-01-1 
052 - Book 52 of Assessor's Maps 

623 - Map Page 62 and Block 3 
 13 - Parcel 13 within Block 3 
 01 - Indicates partial ownership 
         when not 00 
1 - Check digit for numerical  
      processing  integrity 
PROPERTY TAX-DEFAULTED IN THE YEAR 2019, 
FOR TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER 
CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2018 - 2019 
A & L PARTIDA, LLC 
030-160-02-00-2 $10,514.05 
AGUAYO, EMMANUEL P 
069-056-05-00-3 $799.97 
069-056-06-00-6 $882.84 
ALMAZAN, FEDERICO 
069-076-20-00-2 $3,482.30 
ALVAREZ, JUAN & EVA 
488-303-08-00-8 $1,010.95 
AMADOR, DARIO O & PELAYO, MARIA D YERENA 
029-232-10-00-9 $855.30 
ANDRADE, CHAVEZ JOSE 
488-301-18-00-3 $2,933.45 
ARCEO, ROSARIO 
069-065-23-00-1 $1,109.11 
AYALA, ALEJANDRA ROA 
489-252-55-00-0 $603.00 
BALLESTEROS, JESSICA 
058-173-01-00-5 $843.91 
BAUTISTA, DAVID 
488-303-09-00-1 $1,765.51 
BRAVO, JOSE 
069-074-11-00-2 $4,818.40 
BRAVO, JOSE S & CHRISTINA C 
069-052-02-01-5 $2,448.05 
069-055-01-00-4 $1,512.94 
069-055-03-00-0 $1,353.47 
069-055-12-00-6 $229.51 
069-065-22-00-8 $1,140.05 
069-072-01-00-9 $241.06 
BRAVO, JUAN RAMIRES & ACOSTA DE RAMIRES, 
MA T 
490-162-32-00-7 $1,335.01 
CASTRO, RAMON H 
029-091-17-00-3 $1,576.67 
CHAVEZ, HECTOR M 
490-191-03-00-5 $1,831.36 
CHAVEZ, JORGE C R 
489-262-08-00-7 $494.00 
CLARK, GARLAND W & DICKSEY W 
030-291-02-00-7 $367.79 
DENIS, ANTHONY 
489-251-11-00-5 $209.34 
DURAN, JUAN C 
490-121-14-00-6 $4,197.07 
FIERRO, RODRIGUEZ & DURAN, OLGA CABRERA 
487-121-27-00-0 $371.71 
FLORES, MARY J 
487-020-17-00-5 $4,632.08 
GONZALEZ, SILVESTRE U & IRMA G 
069-065-17-00-4 $980.70 
GRAY, MICHEAL DEWAYNE & SASHA LEIGH 
490-191-01-00-9 $2,346.55 
GROSECLOS, DENNIS M 
029-261-13-00-0 $2,308.82 
GROSS, RICHARD P 
058-300-23-00-5 $71.62 
HERNANDEZ, MARIO & MARIA E 
069-036-10-00-1 $1,183.21 
HERNANDEZ, ROGELIO 
487-393-04-00-6 $3,299.25 
HERNANDEZ, VIRGINIA ZARATE 
487-116-13-00-1 $194.12 
HINOJOSA, OLGA J 
489-262-01-00-6 $1,113.21 
HURTADO, JOSE AARON LUPERCIO 
487-102-05-00-7 $447.28 
HUSEIN, SHADY A 
487-343-11-00-1 $108.35 
LOPEZ, ABRAHAM & ELIZABETH 
488-231-12-00-5 $224.25 
LOPEZ, LOURDES 
490-162-36-00-9 $1,198.13 
LUNA, JESUS 
029-040-21-00-2 $2,000.54 
MAGANA, PEDRO M & GRACIELA H 
487-234-13-00-2 $3,086.57 
MARISCAL, ANTONIO G & BECERRA, MARIA DE L 
A 
490-162-19-00-0 $611.63 
MARTINEZ, BELINDA GARZA 
488-303-18-00-7 $1,155.33 
MILLAN, ANGEL RODRIGUEZ & RODRIGUEZ, 
LETICIA O 
029-243-04-00-2 $877.45 
MUNOZ, MICHAEL 
490-162-31-00-4 $1,304.15 
NEUFELD, RUTH 
487-103-28-00-1 $45.85 
PENALOZA, ALEJANDRO & EUNICE 
030-120-06-00-2 $3,347.92 
490-100-02-00-8 $3,364.66 
030-160-22-00-0 $1,565.85 
POWERS FAMILY REVOCALE TRUST 
069-370-42-00-1 $25,920.43 
RAMIREZ, IGNACIIO & CRUZ 
029-021-19-00-8 $821.72 
069-041-06-00-8 $1,910.78 
RAMOS, NOEMIH ABIGAIL 
490-191-02-00-2 $2,418.03 
WILLIAM A JR & VERA L RILEY REVOCABLE 
TRUST 
069-192-05-05-1 $107.42 
RIVERA, PEDRO & ESPERANZA GUERRERO DE 
490-162-29-00-9 $1,335.01 
RODRIGUEZ, GUSTAVO L 
489-091-03-00-6 $997.62 
RUIZCABALLERO, MARIELA 
487-393-05-00-9 $1,950.99 
SALINAS, JOHNNY 
488-301-35-00-2 $3,242.54 
SANCHEZ, DONATO R & ROSARIO P 
489-061-16-00-5 $2,508.44 
SAUCEDO, ERIKA PRIETO 
069-051-16-00-0 $2,790.56 
SERRANO, MARBELLA 
030-311-03-00-5 $2,759.29 
SILVA, JUVENTINO 
488-311-03-00-2 $1,347.70 

SOLANO, DIANA J 
487-393-06-00-2 $2,048.16 
SOLORIO, NOEMI 
488-303-28-00-6 $2,187.62 
STOUT, TONY LANE & SHARI LYNN 
029-200-41-00-6 $2,802.24 
THOMAS, JAMES C III & MARYANN 
487-111-28-00-0 $45.85 
TOP GREEN SOLUTIONS, LLC 
488-010-09-00-6 $69,709.99 
TORRES, ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ 
030-191-16-00-9 $12,295.85 
TORRES, YVONNE F 
490-162-35-00-6 $1,304.15 
TOVAR, AUGUSTINE JR 
030-421-17-00-8 $2,589.85 
VALDIVIA, JUAN A 
489-220-35-00-9 $1,086.61 
VALENZUELA, JUAN A 
030-432-05-00-3 $2,642.27 
030-432-06-00-6 $9,567.12 
VEGA, GERARDO REYES H 
069-036-12-00-7 $349.21 
VELEZ, JESUS 
069-011-14-00-2 $646.55 
069-011-30-00-8 $131.61 
VILLA, MARTHA B 
489-220-13-00-5 $967.70 
WEGMAN, GLEN 
030-434-05-00-7 $949.61 
030-434-07-00-3 $4,046.25 
WESTERN AG INV, INC 
030-435-09-00-6 $1,531.68 
WESTERN FURNITURE CO, INC 
030-061-14-00-5 $8,528.96 
WILLIAMS, DENNIS 
489-051-05-00-0 $2,667.38 
DATED THIS 17th  DAY OF AUG 2020 
Publish Wasco Tribune August 27, September 3, 
2020  
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2330 Highway 46, is one of the lucky ones.
Opened in April 2019, the shop is owned 

by Fabiana Hernandez and her husband, 
Miguel Garcia. Daughter Brianda Garcia 
manages the business.

“You should have seen how busy we 
used to be on Sundays,” Briana Garcia said. 
“We were packed.”

She said sales have dropped about 50% 
since the pandemic began. Even though it’s 
been slower than last year, two part-time 

employees have been hired 
since the opening.

In addition, she men-
tioned that her parents are 
thinking of opening another 
location in Bakersfield. 

A variety of food items 
are made and sold at Deli-
cias Sinaloenses such as 
their popular hot dogs, sev-
eral varieties of Sopas and 
many ice cream dishes from 
a regular cone to a banana 
split and ice cream sundaes. 

“Our most popular item 
is Tosti Ceviches (shrimp, 
potato, onion, cucumber 
and chili seasoning on a 
tortilla),” Garcia said. 

They also serve contain-
ers of fresh fruit, canned 
sodas and different flavored 
smoothies.

“My mother creates her 
own ice creams such as 
Bubu Lobo (chocolate and 
marshmallows), Garrito 
(chocolate with cheese) and 

Frese Con Queso (like a chocolate-covered 
Twinkie with a strawberry cream center 
made into an ice cream),” Garcia said.

“We are good because we are still here,” 
a smiling Garcia said. Assisting Garcia at 
the shop was good friend Alva Quintero.

Another local business able to weather 
the covid-19 shutdown is Peterson’s Auto 
Supply, at 1348 F Street.

Owner Greg Wankum has worked in the 
business since 1978 and has owned Peter-
son’s with his wife, Dianna, since 1991.

In an earlier interview, Wankum said 
the biggest change he has seen in automo-
biles is the computerization, and in 2018 he 

wasn’t happy about that change.
Peterson’s handles repairs on agricultur-

al machinery more than automobiles; how-
ever, he also said that they carry everything 
you might need to fix your automobile.

“When I bought the business, I knew 
we would have to diversify,” Wankum 
said. “I continued with the auto parts 
(hydraulics, filters, belts, etc.) and began 
offering agricultural machine parts.” He 
said that there is also a machine shop on 
the premises.

Peterson’s is also a family-owned busi-
ness with owner Wankum and one of his 
sons, Matt Wankum, as assistant manager.

Despite pandemic, 
some businesses thrive

Peterson’s Auto Supply L-R: Matthew, Greg and Marcus Wankum.

From Page 1

Delicias Sinaloenses: Alva Quintero with Brianda Garcia.
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 2 AUTO/MOTORCYCLES
FOR SALE 2005 Chrysler 
300, $1,800 Clean Tags, 
NON-OP. NEW parts, custom 
rims, needs work etc. Call 
(661) 340-1544

 5   MISC. FOR SALE
FOR SALE: CHINA CABINET 
oak with glass $150 OBO. 
661-758-8580.

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the door Omaha 
Steaks! Get 4 FREE Burgers. 
Order The Griller Bundle-
ONLY $79.99. 1-877-882-
4248 Use Code 63281PAM 
orwww.OmahaSteaks.com/
family06 (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G%. 1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact 
and Lightweight. Get a Free 
Info kit today: 1-844-359-
3976. (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a Por-
table Oxygen Concentrator! 
No more heavy tanks and 
refills! Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices! Call the Oxygen Con-
centrator Store: 1-844-653-
7402 (Cal-SCAN)

DIRETTV-Switch and 
Save!1111 $39.99/month. 
Select All-Included Pack-
age. 155 Channels. 1000s 
of Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Premium movie 
channels, FREE for 3 mos! 
Call 1-888-641-5762 (Cal-
SCAN)

 6     MISC WANTED
BE WARY OF out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bu-
reau before you send any 
money for fees or services. 
Read and understand any 
contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates. 

 9        BUSINESS 
        OPPORTUNITY
Become a published Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing –Trusted by Authors 
Sine 1920 Book manuscript 
submissions currently being 
reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution. Call for Your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-538-
9551 or visit http://dorran-
ceinfo.com/Cali (Cal-SCAN)
 
 10      SERVICES
Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? 
NEW relief programs can re-
duce your payments. Learn 
your options. Good credit not 
necessary. Call the Helpline 
866-305-5862  (Mon-Fri 9 
a.m. -5 p.m. Eastern) (Cal 
–SCAN)

Need some cash! Sell us 
your unwanted gold, jewelry, 
watches & diamonds. Call 
Gold Geek 1-844-905-1684 

or visit www.GetGoldGeek.
com/california BBB A PLUS 
RATED. Request your 100 
percent FREE, no risk, no 
strings attached appraisal 

kit. Call today! (Cal-SCAN)
Water Damage to Your 
Home?  Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup & 
maintain the value of your 
home!  Set an appt. today! 
Call 1-855-401-7069 (Cal-
SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Av-
erage savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Eastern) (CAL-
SCAN)

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-in Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-844-
252-0740) (Cal-SCAN)

Newspapers need to be 
in your mix! Discover the 
Power of Newspaper Adver-
tising. For more info email 
cecelia@cnpa.com or call 
(916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  that the 
average business spends 
the equivalent of nearly 1 
½ days per week on digital 
marketing activities? CNPA 
can help save you time and 
money. For more info email 
cecelia@cnpa.com or call 
(916) 288-6011 (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on Health & 
Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 888-
989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW Informa-
tion is power and content 
is King? Do you need timely 
access to public notices and 
remain relevant in today’s 
hostile business climate? 
Gain the edge with California 
News Publishers Association 
new innovative website ca-
publicnotice.com and check 
out the FREE One-Month 
Trial Smart Search Feature. 
For more information call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 
or www.capublicnotice.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

 15  HOUSE FOR RENT
SHAFTER HOUSE FOR RENT: 
1 bedroom, 1 bath. $700 

rent, $700 deposit. Available 
now. (661) 319-4313.

 17    REAL ESTATE
FOURPLEX FOR SALE in 
Shafter .33 acres in the 
country. Great income 
property or owner occu-
pied. $360,000. (661) 319-
4313.

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. 
No consumer loans. (Cal-
SCAN)

39 ACRE SELF SUFFICIAN-
CY HOMESTEAD- $128 
M O N T H - O u t s t a n d i n g 
buy on quiet-secluded 
off grid northern Arizona 
homestead at cool clear 
5,800’ elev. Entirely use-
able grassy meadowland 
with sweeping views of 
surrounding red rock 
ridges. Situated within a 
secluded valley location 
surrounded by thousands 
of acres of uninhabited 
wilderness. Bordered by 
1,280 acres of uninhab-
ited State Trust land. Free 

well water access, rich 
loam garden soil, and 
ideal year round climate. 
No urban noise and dark 
sky nights. Zoned for 
livestock. Camping and 
RV use ok. Maintained 
road access. On Special 
at $19,990, $1,990 dn. 
with no qualifying seller 
finacing. Free brochure 
with similar property 
descriptions, photos/ter-
rain maps/ weather data/ 
nearby pioneer town info. 
1st United Realty. 1-800-
966-6690 (Cal-SCAN)

Sherry Knapp
Loan Offi cer, DRE#01174802 • NMLS#242213

(661)758-3003
Cell: (661)303-9556
Fax: (661)758-3670
1001 7th Street, Suite E • Wasco, CA 93280
E-mail: knapp_she@yahoo.com

	 17                         REAL ESTATE

Edwyna Lawrence, Realtor
CalBRE# 01291831

661-428-8882
edwyna@jordanlink.com
www.edwynalawrence.com

Build your dream home on 
this residential lot. $44,500

Room to roam with this 3 bdrm, 
2.75 bath on 1.5 acres. $230,000

Beautiful 4 bd, 3 bath home. 
7.1 acres. Plus extra large 
1100+ sq.ft. shop. $450,000

HOMES FOR SALE

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL A HOME IN 2020? 

Take the first step and call today!

	 17                         REAL ESTATE

Melissa Martinez

Prestige Properties/ Miramar International
1518 Mill Rock Way Bakersfi eld, CA 93311

Cell (661)910-6515 • Lic.#02096564
Melissamartinez0418@gmail.com

Melissa.searchbakersfi eldareahomes.com

Find Homes in Bakersfi eld Area
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
2 units of 2500 sq ft each of rentable 

space and 15 storage units. 
All for $199,000.

Red Wagon Restaurant is for sale 50+ 
years plus as a restaurant in shafter. 

Can be a great Family run restaurant. 
Land + Business for sale $275,000

2 Industrial/Commercial 1/2 ac lots in 
Shafter on Ash Ave. Each $100,000

Sara Merlo, Realtor
661-717-1495

myrealtorsaramerlo@gmail.com
CALL SARA FOR EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

Mickie Harvey
Associate Broker • Certi� ed Property

Manager Specialist

Jim Graddy, Broker   Lic#00366083

746-1010

DRE01813239

We are locally owned 
& operated

If you are ready to sell or buy 
give us a call today!

GRADDY
& COMPANY
REAL ESTATE

MLS Service | DRE 00366083

	 17                         REAL ESTATE

Martinez
Home Repair &

Remodeling
Drywall, Electrical, Roofing, 

Framing & Painting
Miguel 661.340.5888

LONE STAR
PLUMBING
– Certified Plumber –

661-573-1049
• Repairs • Remodels • Systems

Lic#1046399

Elegant Landscape 
& Maintenance

Sprinkler installation, repair, 
clean-ups, concrete work

sod & maintenance
Spanish/English

(661) 746-0243

6770 North West Ave.
Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93711
(559) 432-0681

Central California Directories

PROOF SHEET

Directory:

Date:
Ad Size:

Client:
Ad #: SFW19.04509b.eps
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Residential • Commercial
Farm Land

Domino Castro
Broker

Lic # 01456828
760 East Lerdo Hwy. • Shafter, CA 93263

WISE REAL ESTATE

OFFICE: 661-746-3341

Mario Nuñez
Realtor

Lic # 02077489
Cell 661-472-7746

CELL: 661-428-9658

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Serving Shafter, Wasco & Kern County

Office: 661-746-3341 • Cell: 661-428-9658
760 East Lerdo Hwy • Shafter, CA 93263

SHAFTER & WASCO

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Domingo Castro, Broker - Lic.#01456828
Mario Nunez Saavedra, Agent DRE - Lic.#02077489

1095 State Ave.- 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 2 car garage, huge 
corner lot with RV parking home. This home has a refreshing 
pool, with a pool house bathroom, shower, and a covered 
patio perfect for Summer days.  Listing price at $284,990

289 Golden West Ave. Completely remodeled 3 bedroom, 
2 bath home. The location is corner lot close to church and 
schools. The home has a large basement, and a covered 
patio. Listing price at $214,950

5 acres of vacant land with no utilities. Located on Wildwood 
Road & Poso Creek 5 minutes away from Wasco. Asking 
Price $54,950. Seller willing to finance with 20% down

	 17                         REAL ESTATE

T

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 661-292-5100 
TO ADVERTISE

• Wastewater Collections Specialist I 
• Water Operator I / 

Water Operator in Training
To review the essential job functions and apply, 

please contact the City of Wasco Human 
Resources located at 746 8th Street, Wasco, CA, 

93280 or download an application and 
job description via the city website at 

www.cityofwasco.org.
The City of Wasco is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer.
 Apply by Friday, September 4, 2020 5:00 P.M. 

	 7             EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

HOW TO 
ORDER YOUR 
CLASSIFIED

​IN PERSON
​O​ur Offices ​at 

406 Central Ave., 
Shafter​. 

Open 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.​

BY ​M​AIL
​Ma​il your ad, or prepay-

ment to our office: 
Shafter Press, P.O. Box ​
789, Shafter, CA 93263, 

​661-292-5100

BY FAX
Fax your ad to 

661-292-5077.

ONLINE
Send an email 
to classified@

theshafterpress.com or 
classified@wascotrib.

com

HOW ​T​O 
A​DVERTISE

​E​FFECTIVELY AND
​E​CONOMICALLY

  Our ​s​ales representa-
tives are pleased to help 
you compose the most 
effective ad at a mini-
mum cost. Here are two 
key points to remember 
about your ads:
  1​. ​If it’s an item you’re 
selling, remember to 
include as much infor-
mation as possible The 
more potential buyers 
know about the item 
you have for sale​,​ the 
more interest they have 
in calling you.
  2​.​ Our reputation for 
Classified Advertis-
ing results is excellent. 
But not every potential 
buyer will read your 
ad on the same day. 
The majority of our 
private party advertis-
ers take advantage of 
our discount rates. This 
simply means that you 
order your ad for ​two​ 
consecutive issues, but 
should you get the re-
sults you desire before 
the ad has expired, you 
may call and cancel the 
ad and be refunded for 
the days the ad did not 
appear. Except for GR ​-​- 
no refunds or changes 
accepted.

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS..

RICHLAND
SCHOOL DISTRICT

School Nurse
Minimum Qualifications: Bachelor’s Degree, 

including all courses necessary to meet 
credential requirements. Must hold a current 

CPR / AED and First Aid Certificate. Must acquire 
a School Audiometrist Certificate within one 
(1) year of employment. Must possess a valid 
California driver’s license and personal car for 
use on District business (see District website 
for all minimum qualifications). To review all 

qualifications and to apply - visit Richland School 
District website at: www.rsdshafter.org

Deadline: September 4, 2020
Equal Opportunity Employer
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OBITUARY
Ana María Barajas 

de Esparza
Dec. 11, 1953 – 
Aug. 18, 2020

Ana María Barajas de 
Esparza, 66, passed away 
peacefully in her sleep on 
Aug. 18, 2020, at her ranch 
in Buttonwillow.

Ana María was born in 
Mexicali, México, on Dec. 
11, 1953, to her father, 
Miguel Barajas, and mother, 
Maria de la Luz Rico del 
Rio. 

Ana María grew up in 
San Diego Buena Vista, 
Michoacán. She helped 
raise her eight siblings with 
her mother, while her fa-
ther worked in Fresno as a 
migrant Bracero farm la-
borer. Life in the ranches of 
México was different than 
that of the United States. In 
México, Ana María would 
carry pails of water from the 
community well throughout 
the day to drink, bathe and 
clean. Washing machines 
were nonexistent, so she 
would do her entire family’s 
laundry with an unrelenting 
effort against hard rock sur-
faces.

Ana María would also 
work on her family’s ranch 
and help plant and sow 
garbanzos, pinto beans and 
corn. She would then take 
raw corn to grind at the tor-
tilleria for masa so that she 
could make tortillas on the 
wood-burning stove. Ana 
María worked tirelessly 
to help raise her eight sib-
lings and support her fam-
ily, which made her into the 
matriarch she will forever be 

remembered as. 
Ana María married En-

rique Esparza in 1971 in 
San Diego Buena Vista, Mi-
choacán. They were happily 
married for 14 years until 
his passing in January 1985. 
During their marriage, Ana 
María and Enrique lived 
in Nayarit, México, for a 
short period and relocated 
to Tijuana, Baja California, 
México, where they began a 
family.

While in México, Ana 
María began to sprout roots 
to lay the foundation for 
her garden, giving birth to 
Virginia Esparza, Enrique 
Esparza and Jesus Esparza. 
Soon after Jesus was born, 
Ana María and Enrique im-
migrated to the Central Val-
ley to work in farm labor 
as migrant workers. Ana 
María and Enrique worked 
with undefeatable strength 
in the cotton fields, grapes, 
plum trees and other ag-
riculture work throughout 
the Central Valley, in towns 
including Dinuba, Hanford, 
McFarland, Shafter, Pixley 
and Parlier. Soon after, Ana 
María and Enrique grew 
their garden grove with more 

saplings; Jose Esparza, Eve-
rardo Esparza, Alonzo Es-
parza and Rogelio Esparza. 

After a few years of toil-
ing the earth in the Central 
Valley, Ana María and En-
rique began their new fam-
ily home in Buttonwillow, 
where they began to firmly 
extend their roots that began 
in México. After Enrique’s 
passing, Ana María raised 
her seven children with the 
unrelenting help of her el-
dest daughter, Virginia, both 
working tirelessly to support 
their family. 

Ana María later sowed 
three more saplings to her 
family garden: Pedro Garcia, 
Monica Garcia and lastly Er-
ineo Garcia (her 10th child).

Ana María, the matriarch 
of this blossoming garden 
that is her family, is survived 
by eight children, 15 grand-
daughters, 10 great-grand-
children, 7 siblings and 
many close relatives. After 
an incredible life filled with 
so much love, laughter and 
joy, Ana María Barajas de 
Esparza will be remembered 
as a hard-working, loving 
and inspirational matriarch.

A viewing and Rosary 
will be held at Basham & 
Lara Funeral Care in Shafter 
on Saturday, Aug. 29, from 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. A second 
viewing will be held at Doña 
Ana’s Ranch in Buttonwil-
low starting at 8 p.m. on-
ward on Sunday, Aug. 30. 
Church services will be held 
at St. Theresa’s Church in 
Shafter, at 10 a.m. on Mon-
day, Aug. 31, with burial at 
Shafter Cemetery.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

The Kern County Sher-
iff’s Office is currently 
searching for 88-year-old 
Melvin Emmett Rogers. 

Rogers is 5 feet 6 inches 
and 150 pounds with gray 
hair and brown eyes. He was 
last seen on Aug. 25 at about 7 
p.m. in the 100 block of Annin 

Avenue in Wasco. Hisfamily 
reported him missing. He was 
last seen wearing a brown but-
ton-up shirt, blue jeans, black 
socks with black shoes.

Rogers suffers from de-
mentia and takes medica-
tion for high blood pressure. 
If located, contact the Kern 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
661-861-3110. 

PASTOR'S CORNER

DEATH NOTICES

PASTOR FRANK CABRERA
Truth Church, Shafter

Covid-19, civil unrest, political unrest, 
earthquakes, fires, division, corruption, fear, 
hate, riots, wars, explosions, killer insects, 
unemployment, suicide, child trafficking – 
Welcome to the reality of 2020 in just eight 
months! Do we have a solution? Do we have 
an escape from this barrage of negativity and 
overwhelming bad news? Many people are 
losing their minds!  Some to drugs, others to 
alcohol. Some to sexual immorality, others to 
fantasy. Some to work, others to corruption. 
Some people are just simply going crazy!

 I, too, have lost my mind. Yes, you read 
that correctly. I have absolutely lost my 
mind! Philippians 2:5 states, “Let this mind 
be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” I 

have lost my carnal, human, negative think-
ing mind and put on the mind of Christ. I 
have lost my mind to love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentle-
ness, and self-control. 1 Corinthians 10:13 
states, “No temptation has overtaken you 
that is not common to man. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tempted beyond 
your ability, but with the temptation he will 
also provide the way of escape, that you 
may be able to endure it.”

 I have lost my mind to the best escape, 
solution, and hope for the world today. I 
have lost my mind to the Word of God and 
to the will of God’s Spirit. I have lost my 
mind to the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
I have lost my mind to Jesus Christ! Have 
you lost your mind?

Local man reported missing

Nohemy Argueta Gar-
cia, 62, of Wasco, passed 
away Aug 18 in Los Angeles. 
Peters Funeral Home, Wasco.

Marcelino Fuentes,  70, 
of Wasco, passed away Aug 
17 in Bakersfield. Peters 
Funeral Home, Wasco.

Justin Tyler Herzberg,  
36, of Wasco, passed away 

Aug 19 in Bakersfield. Pe-
ters Funeral Home, Wasco.

 Sergio Arturo Rodri-
guez,  63, of Shafter, passed 
away Aug 23 in Shafter. Pe-
ters Funeral Home, Shafter.

Gilberto Bocanegra, 
JR,  38, of Shafter, passed 
away Aug 24 in Shafter. 
Basham-Lara Funeral Care, 

Shafter.
Laura Deon Smith,  50, of 

Bakersfield, passed away Aug 
22 in Bakersfield. Basham-
Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Guadalupe Cisneros 
Sanchez,  63, of Bakers-
field, passed away Aug 24 in 
Bakersfield. Basham-Lara 
Funeral Care, Shafter.
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$595  

$640  

$495  

$840  

$395  

$195  

$195  

Rosette

Leo Brushed Ruby

Bailey

Leo Painted White

Libra Harvest Brown

Ascension Sienna

Pisces Sand

$3,695

$3,350

$3,295

$2,950

$2,595

$2,295

$2,195

$4,290

$3,990

$3,790

$3,790

$2,990

$2,490

$2,390

ITEMS SHOWN ABOVE ARE IDENTICAL
and prices are taken from casket price lists dated -  
Basham and Lara Sept. 6, 2018 and  
Peters Funeral Home June 1, 2019.

WHY ARE THEY 
charging over 
$800 MORE?

V S.

For the duration of social distancing 
requirements due to COVID 19, our team 
is here to help in any way possible. We can 
meet families in our office or through web 
conferencing. Peters Funeral Home is also 

capable of LIVE-STREAMING all 
services and religious rites.

Any gatherings scheduled will be strictly 
limited to 15 people, and attendees 

must practice social distancing protocols. 
Residential funeral rites will still be 

available. Our offices will be open by 
appointment only, so please call ahead.

COVID 19

SCHEDULING

BASHAM & LARA 
PRICING

Lower Prices
Exceptional Service
Compassionate Staff

our community matters
Pricing matters because

petersfuneralhomes.com

SHAFTER FD1125 

844 E. Lerdo Hwy. 
Shafter, CA 93263
t: 661.746.6314 
f: 661.746.6320

WASCO FD787

1401 7th St. 
Wasco, CA 93280
t: 661.758.5144
f: 661.758.5146

ARVIN FD884

600 Tucker St. 
Arvin, CA 93203
t: 661.854.6161 
f: 661.854.6163


